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10 men

killed in
Kurdish
clashes

From our Correspondent
in Tehran

TENSION continues 1o grow
in the Iranlan provinces of
Kurdistpye=wmes ojl-rich Xhu.
mesbmeinere the inereasingly
allenated  cthnie  minority
proups of Kurds and Avab.
spraking Swwwians  are
Memanding =S weommy  and
changes in the newly-released
draft constitution,

According Lo reports reach-
ing Tehran  yest
~oung men  qHead
helieved  to
ownershilp rights in villages
surrounding Mahabad, one of
Lhe lurg:‘l ur tifiltr;.‘!i
close o m-iThnr er in
west Iran, In Mahbabad itself,
Lhe pedes station was raided
and weapons were scized by
what the state radlo yester-
day described as “ counter
revolutiomaries”  Among
thase arrested was an ofiicer
in ihe Shah's Javidan ‘(im.
mortals) Guard which has
been dissolved.

In a  Scparate incident,
3,000 Eurds took 1o ihe
Sireels wfsbig qez, just souti
of Mahabad, m onday o
pralest against arlicle 13 of
Yran'’s new drail Comstitullon
wivbph niakes  Shiite  Yshan
the stale religion. The Kurds
are mostly Sunni  Moskews
and helieve (he  eomstitution
W he  prejudiced  against
them.

‘The  Gevernment  blames
“ counter-revolutionaries » for
the uwnrest in the provinces,
but in a eable sent fo Avatol-
Jah Khomeini, and the Prime
Minister, the Kurdish Demao-
cratic Party ™ermmed  {hat
Government forces are distri-
buting arms, “ thousands, of
rifles,” o “lapdlords  who
have shown their Toyalty Lo
the Shah.” TIhe KDP specifi-
cally  mentions the  com-
mander of a local base and
the head of the HRevolu-
lhmarr' Islamic militiamen in
Orwmmich amd warns that such
arms distribution: can  only
Jead 1o an inlensification of
violence.

In  Khuzestan, meanwhile,
several thonsmd Arab-speak-
ing Iramnians demonstrated in
Abiidowpbwmsk [0r (ke remo-
vil of the provinee's Gov-
ernor-General, General
Ahmuad  Madani, whom the
Arabs have acensed of pro.
voking 1ast month's uprising,
A five-point  resolution  was
passed warning that i the
eonstitution does nofl guaran-
tee  their  demands  for
autenomy, “the Government
will hear the consequences,”

The demonstration  was
coupletl wiih & varning from
Arvab leaders in Tchran re.
cendly Tor a meeling with the
Prime  Minister, Mr  Mehdi
Baziegan. “We feel that the
area (of Khuzestan) is on
{he  verge  of  explosion.”
wrole Ayaiollab lIssa Khag
hani in 2 letler handed o Mr
I wargan on Sunday.
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“The Governmeni's refusal
1o consider owr  rights  is
wusing (he Arhs to Tose
confidenee  in  the  central
aufhorities.” The leller went
on lo demand the immedlaic

release of Arabs imprisened gnd Media Limited

after last. month's fighting,
the  appoiniment  of  more
Arabs in local Government,
and an end to consorship on
the state-owned radio  and
television.

The ullra-nationalist  Pan
Ivanist Party, in a resolution
anpouneed vesterday, has de.
manded that the Government
abragute  (he  treaties  of
Golestan, Tarad, "2nd Turko.
manchai  under whiek the
Qajor Shahs lesi huge chunks
of Iranian ferritory ta the
Tsars during the mineteenth
century.

Reuler adds: a_man con-
victed of drug peddting, vape,
and sadomy was cxceuted hy
firing squatl in the Caspian
town of Suri. the official
Paris nows agency reporicd
yesterday.
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