Le

A
PORIR

sy
B2

o

5
%
4

‘e
’..\
1
"
A
"
o
B4
!
i

By
1
A

o
Ay

i-

s,

Sl L e, 5 2 g B

Alarm expressed at

~ human rights
violations in Iran

The Government shouid take
steps within the framework of in-
ternational law over the persecution

of members of the Baha'i faith in

Iran, the Deputy Leader of the,
Opposition, Mr Bowen, said yester-

day.

The issue could be raiscd in the
International Commissicn of Human
Rights, of which Australia was 2 mem-
ber. International iaw had been vislated

by the regime in Iran.

“We have 8 duty and a right to raisg
the matter in the Human Rights Com-
mission and shouid do so”, he said.

Mr Bowen was speaking during de-
bate cn a motion by Mr Cariton (Lib,

" NSW) which exp:essed grave concern

st the persecution of members of the
Bahia'i {2ith by the regime of Ayatollah
Khomeini. '

The moticn expressed aiarm at exacu-
tions solely on the grounds of religion,
czlled on the Iranian Government t0
release those unjustly detaired and to
restore holy places and property, and
commended the Austraiian Govern-
ment for protesting to the Iranmian Gov-
crnment, :

Mr Bowen said it was important that
the Australian Government speak out,
and tiere was no doudl that the Baha'i
faith in Austraiia was anxious that the
Austraiian Government 00k some ac-
tion.

Mr Carlton said members of the faith

Mr Bowen
were a very gentle people and were not
considered a threat to anvone.

The reascn they were a threat to the
avatollah was that they were a very
liberal sect. They could not be harmful
to anyone except a fanaiic. .

They had openness, equality of the
sexes, an independent investigation of
the truth and zdvocated the use of
science tn advancing the human race,
he said.

The former Minister for Foreign Af.
fairs, Mr Peaccck, had calicd in the
Iranian Charge d'Affairs 1o express the
Australian Government’s concern over
the persecution.

The motion was agreed to.

. In Parfisment.

YESTERDAY

.Go-{emmcm ingmrisg!  eofe
policy and Geverzment's eze

The Heme of Uenreseusesives
met at 2.15pm: prayers: petiions:
notices; questions without negice;
Mr Specxer anoounced thie pres
erce i the gallery of & Niparisn
delcg;mn; preseatation of papers
by Ministers; discussion of matter
of public importance: Me Urza,
interest rates and hardship on
home buyers: generz] bosiness: de.
bate on treatment of adherents to
the Baha's_faith in ican, Mr
Carlton: detate on proposed Honse
of Represeatatives procedure, M
Scbqlcs: second reading cebate
continued on Freedom of Informa.
tien bull; adpurement 1o,

" The Seeste met et 2.1%m:.
prayers; peutions; notices; guss.
tions without netice: eiscussion of
matter of public impertanee
tor Button: ghsezie of 2 co
ons

sccrdaiien of dispuszs; presents-
vich of papers; ministerial
tiatements, Senatar Massnes dis.
covery.of femal businees, genaral
businzze: notices of mcticn §| 1o -

£ pla~s i 3 2
§0 placing i busines; Consijecme

ticn of busisess: government hysic
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