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INEW YORK—DYo one is keeping a
more anxious watch an developments
iu Iran these days than Victor de
Araujo, who is the representative of
the International Baha'i community to
tHe United Nations here.

‘The Raha'i faith, which de Araujo
represents and which originated In
Tran, has had several bloody conflicts
with the dominant Moslem forces
there in its more than a cenlury of
existence. With the control of lran
now moving toward the more traci-
tional Moslem religious leaders again,
de  Aranjo. Is particularly anxious
about the future. )

Baha'is form the Jargest religious
riipority in Iran" de Araujo pointed
ont, but have no legal status in the
overwhelmingly Moslem state, While
reports reaching de Araujo at his of-
{ice here across from the U.N. build-
ing are confused, the Baha'is in Iran
already have suffered during the tur-
moil there,

Since the revolution began in Iran
last winter, according to de Araujo,
about 500 Baha'i homes in that coun.
try have been burned; 15 adherents of
the faith have becn wounded and two
killed: the publishing house and
Nieha'i center in Tebran huve been
padiocked; a Baha'ltun clinic in Is-
fahan was dynamited; orchards be.
longing to Baha'i farmers have been
seized: and haly places of the religion
have been seized or desecrated.

Baha't communities have been ter-
rorized, individuals and familics
beaten and, de Araujo charged, in
some instances driven to lslamic mos-
ques and forced to repent their faith,
- . The bitter antagonism of Moslems
to the Baha'i faith has deep theologi-
val roots. It is an aniagonism, de

Soviet, US. Churehmen
Call for End to Arms Race

: Religtous News Servics

GENEVA—Twenty top-level church
répresentatives from the United States
and the Soviet Union have issued a
statement nere declaring that their
couritries” national resources should
be relcased from the arms race and
“emploved in the development of just,
sustainable and participatory socie.
ties.”
¥ Meeliag for an unprecedented ec-
clesiastical’ summir, the church lead-
crs backed the SALT II treaiy—al-
though they believe it inadequate—
and called for cessation of nuclear
arms testiny and nroduction.

Araujo mainteins, that also has been
exploited for potitical purposes.

“The founders of the Baha'i falth
were (Moslem) reformers within fran,”
he explained. “Like Christianity came
out of Judaism, the Baha'i faith came
out of Islam.”

The Baha'i faith began in the mid-
19th cenlury. In 1844 a young Persian
merchant who came to be known as
the Bab disputed Islam's traditional
view of the prophet Mohammed ns the
ultimate manifestation of God to man.
The Bab taught that a new prophet
would appear to bring a new Jaw and
a new era In the history of mankind.

This challenge to the traditional Is-
lamic view of Mohammed was viewed
as heresy by Moslems of that day
and the Bab was imprisoned and
finally executed in 1850,

There, followed an era of religious
persecution in which, according to
Baha'l tradition, about 20,000 disciples
of the Bab were killed and others

are able to hold property,” de Araujo .

sald.

“Traditionally in Islamic countries
the Baha'is have had difficulty,” he’
continued. “Yet in Pakistan they are
recounized and entitled to hold pro-
perly. And in Lebanon and Jordan
there s more freedom to move about
than in Iran.”

In Iran Baha'ls “were turned into
the scapegoats of Islamic society,” de
Araujo said. .

While Baha'is today view thelr reli.
pion as a separate faith, orthodox Mos-
lems still see it as a Moslem heresy
that in Iran i3 aceorded no rights,
de Araujo sald. .

“Wherever there are nine or more
Baha'is, an administrative body is
elected to take care of the affelrs of
the community,” he explained. Baha'ls
may go abroad to spread thelr faith
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“not as mlissionarles but as ploncers
—they get a job and try to becoine
integrated In the life end culture of
that” country.”

A key tenet of Baha'l bellef {5 the
unity of all nations and races and an
acceptance of the divine origin of all_
great. religions including Judalsm,
Christianity, Islam and Buddhism.

Baha'is have no clergy, and “each
Baha'l is a teacher,” de Araujo said.
He denled that Baha'ls ave aggressive-
Iy evancelistic though “we do share
our faith in the unily of all mankind,
hut we do not force our convictions
on anybody."

According to de Araujo, the hloody
history of Baha'is in their nalive
Iran was modified somewhat under
the Shah 'because “the Shah tried to
hoid the mullahs ]Moslem religious
leaders] back.”

f'fBaha i Community W@ﬁ”ries About Membérs Still in Iran

De Araujo vehnmonlly' denled

" ‘charges Jeveled by some Iranian re-
- volutionarles that Baha'is were poli-

tically active in support of the Shah.

“It would be a violatlon of their
religious beliefs to join a national
party,” he asscrted. “There are basic
principles involved. Baha'is have the
obligation to be loyal to the {national]
government wherever they live and
obey its laws." he said. .

“But because of the Baha'l beliefs
in the organic oneness of the whole
human race they must never he in-
volved in any political organization
of any state, short of the whole world.
Any organization short of the one-
ness of the whole world would be
divisive” and contrary to their goal
of uitimate world unity, be said.

De Araujo estimated the number
of Baha'is in Iran today at “between
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forced into exile.

Thirteen years later, one of these
‘exiles, who had fled to Baghdad, pro-
claimed himself to be the prophet
whom the Bab had foretold. For the
next 40 years this prophet, who be-
came known as Baha'w'llah, produced
the body of writings that Baha'is ac-
knowledge as their seriptures,

‘Thouzh he continucd in exile, his
followers in Iran. who became known
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300.000 and $00.000 [but] because of
the persecution. a lot have not come
out directly” to declare their allegi-
ance to the faith.

A basic of the Bahal faith is edu-
cation, salc. De Araujo, “There are
almost no illiterate Baha'is, begzary
is forbidden.” As a result be said
they have worked them<elves up into
the ranks of Iranian professions acd
the economic middle class where they
are more visible and. de Araijo feels,
more vulnerable to attack.

De Araujo feeis that the fulure
security and well beinz of Baha'ls in
Iran hinges on there being some feral
recoznition 3s a religious faitd sepa-
rate from Isiam. “That iz why we are
very concerned about what mizht
come about with this new constitu-
tion” to be drafted by the new revolu-
tionary governmen?, he said. .
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as Boha'is, remained faithful to his
teaching. Despite ‘harsh measures by

Moslem leaders to wipe out this
“heresy,” their numbers slowly in-
creased and the faith spread ele-
where.

Today the Baha'l helievers, though
relatively few in number, are scat-

tered throughout the world. “Today

110 national administrative bodies of

Baha'is throughout the world are re-
cognized [by secular government] and
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Rev. M. Wwilllam Howard, of
the national council. He is an Amerl-
can Baptist minister ani works for
the Reformed Church in Amerlea,
The Russian delegation includell
leaders of the Russian Orthodox
Church and four other churches,

The statement, entitled
Life,” includes a general section that
rellerates vpposition to arms prolifer-
ation on an- ecanomic and political
basis, then offers “Theolouical Reftec-
tions™ and concludes with an eight-
point “Call to Action." .

In the “Cail to Action,” the church
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