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asks to leave
key Iran post

Tehran, Iran {AP)}~Prime Minisier
Mehdi Bazargan asked to be relieved of
his duttes yesterday and called on the peo-
ple of {ran in a midnight television ad-
dress to ask Ayatoliah Ruhollah Khomeini
to'take the reins of government.

. "l have {endered my resignation a long
time ago. [ would be pleased to be relieved
of my pest 50 that I can go home to relax
and give others the chance to come and
take over-the government,” Mr. Bazargan
said in his hour-long nationwide telecast.

“I plead to the people to request Aya-
tolah Khomeini to come to Tehran and
take over the responsibilities of the aftairs
af the country,” said the 72-year-old for-
mes university professar, who has been
sharply eriticized recently for the bloody
fighting in the northern province of Kur-
distan.

Spiritual leader Khomeini, 79, estab-
lished his base in the holy city of Qom, 100
miles south of the capital, after be in-
spired the Islamic uprising that over-
turned the monarchy of Shah Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi in February. Avatollah
Kiomeini appointed Mr. Bazargan to head
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