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MEDICAL LETTER-WRITING ACTION

Drs Ahmed DANESH and Borsu BAGHERI

IRAN

Amnesty International is concerned for Drs Ahmed Danesh and Borsu Bagheri,
two physicians accused of membership of the banned Tudeh (communist) Party
who are imprisoned in Evin prison in the capital Tehran. There have
recently been a number of executions of prisoners prominent within
opposition groups and Amnesty International is concerned for the safety of
Drs Danesh and Bagheri.

Dr Bagheri was arrested in early 1982 and while in Evin prison is
reported to have provided medical care to a number of prisoners subjected
to torture. Dr Danesh is reported to have been arrested in 1983 He is
believed to have written an open letter to Ayatollah Montazeri, a leading
clerical figure who has been designated as the successor to Ayatollah
Khomeini. The letter is reported to have been critical of human rights
violations in the country and is believed to have circulated both inside
and outside Iran.

In the last month-in Iran there has been an escalating number of
political executions which are reportedly still continuing. The majority of
those executed are reported to have been members and supporters of the
People's Mojahedine Organization of Iran (PMOI), but about 20 supporters of
other political opposition groups, including the Tudeh Party, are also
reported to have been executed. Following an incursion into Iran from Irag
by members of the PMOI-led National Liberation Army between 24 and 28 July,
the Iranian National News Agency announced that 15 PMOI supporters had been
executed on 5 August. Pictures of public hangings appeared in the Iranian
national press. Other executions are since reported to have taken place
both publicly and within Evin and other prisons.

There is further concern at a recently-imposed ban on family visits to
political prisoners in Evin prison and elsewhere which has fuelled
speculation that hundreds of political prisoners may have been executed.
Amnesty International does not have sufficient information to estimate how
many political executions have taken place, but is deeply concerned
by the apparent escalation in numbers.

Reports recently received indicate that both Dr Bagheri and Dr Danesh
are in ill-health. Although no precise details are available, Dr Danesh is
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believed to have been transferred to hospital for medical treatment and
since returned to Evin prison. There are some suggestions that Dr Bagheri
may be in ill1-health as a result of torture, but this cannot be confirmed.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

N.B. The purpose of this action is to ensure the safety of Drs Danesh and
Bagheri. No mention of executions should be made in your letters, which
should make general enquiries about the two men. Appeals are requested in
your personal professional capacity, without mention of Amnesty
International. This action is internal and no publicity should be given to
the cases. Letters should: .

note that both Dr Danesh and Dr Bagheri were reported to
be in i11-health recently and seek 1nformat10n on their
present state of health

politely state that you are seeking information on their current
legal status and ask with what they have been charged and
what sentences they received

note that there has been a restriction on family visits

to prisoners held in Evin and other prisons in Iran and seek
assurances that in the light of their ill-health, both Dr Danesh
and Dr Bagheri will be allowed access to visits from their families

ADDRESSES

His Excellency ' His Excellency

Dr Hassan Ebrahim Habibi Dr Ali Reza Marandi
Minister of Justice Minister of Health
Ministry of Justice Ministry of Health
Park-e Shahr Tehran

Tehran Islamic Republic of Iran

Istamic Republic of Iran

COPIES TO: diplomatic representatives of Iran in your country



