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Kurds seize border town
in renewed Iran fighting

From Taz Thurgoad
in Tehran

Violenl demonstrations and
punhiatties at the weekend have
Ieft bl least 44 people dead
and approxtmately 100 wounded
in the twe troubled Iranian

provinees  of  Kuirdeslam—amd
Khusestan,

Three men were execuied
List might in the port eily of
Khorransiahe afler being

Dlamed for an allack own a
mosque 10 which six people
diedl.

The wmen, heheved (o he
Iramian Arabs, were accused of

g hombs ntoa a mom-
oral congrepalion in ihe
tnsque. The attack prompted
reprisals by Islanne  Revolu-
tinnary fuards an the home of
the Arab spirtiual leader, Ava-
{allah Khaghani, in which four
people died,

The renewed vinlence came
ampd  oflicial  warnings  1hat
“professional apnalors™ were
frvinz Ip destabhse the 1wao
key provinees which horder the
Weslern frontier with Irag. In
Tehran, meanwhile, Iran's FFor-
cign Minister  yesterday— held
talks with fhe new TIragut
Ambassador al whrieh it was
agmrecd 1o * promote covdial and
friendlv relations.”
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The Kurdestan bhorder lown
of Marivam—was yesterday said
1o be under the control of
autonomy-seeking Kurds after
Ieavy fighting on SEmirtday in
which at least 30 people died.
A spukesmian  for the
ernor's office in the Kurdesian
provineial capital of —Sammmhm
confirmed the report and said
100 wirbone {roops had bhecn
airhified inlo Sanandaj.

Kurdish sources  said  the
Kurds—m Marivan had threai-
oo fight if the Govern-
ment tried to impose conirol
by sending in troops,

The fighting in  Marivan
hegan, according lo sources at
Rurdish  Demperatic Party
hradoarlers, atter atlempts by
dispossessed landlords to eal-
lect tribute from local farmers
who then marched on the loeal
Imam  Komiteh 1o dewmand
“the expulsion of foudal ele-
menis.” The KDP alleged that
the Islamie militlamen ihen
opened fire.

However, according o offi-
¢l Slale radio, the Islanmue
mihliamen opened fire in scli-
defence when attacked by 300
men, including KDP members.

In Meshkinshahr, close 1o
the Russian border in North-
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wost lran, four farmers <died
vesterdoy—during a4 dispule in-
volving water nights, Shops and
houses were reporiedly burned
down and fighting continued

uniil  authorities imposed a
curfew.

Al adds: A prominent
Tehtan  clergymuan,  vlose 1o

Axatollah Khomem, was shot
by unidenUfied punmen vesten-
day 1n an assassination allempt
as he lell a mosque. Avatollah
Seved Razt Shirazi  was  re-
poricd lo be o salisiaclory
fu]nlimﬂn al a military hospi-
al.

Rewler acdds: Trim has  re-
tduced defence espenmditure hy
60 per cent as parl of a L6 hl-
lians spendmg eal envisaged 0
an cmergeney 1979-80 Budeel
released yesterday, Approval of
the Budget by the Revidu-
tionary Councii was  espeeted
within two weeks, according 1o
the head of the Budget and
Planning Orgamsation, Mr Al
Akbir Monlar,

The Budpgel fises daly il
exports at 3.3 nulhon barrels
in the fiscal vear ending nev!
March 20, Mr Mowfar suid.
Income fromt ml and olher
exporls was eshimated al about
£10 billions. slighlly down on
the previous vear.
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