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Kurdish
leader
fears
reprisal

From Reuter in Tehran

The spritual leader of Iran's
3.5 milllon Kurds said yeskes=
day that he==feured a con-
fronfation between the Army
and the Kurds as the Iranian
mlmarfy meves {0 regair—eem
trol of Kurdish areas on the
country's=western border.

Sheikh Ezzedin Hosseini in-
sisted that the Kurds should
be granted self-rufes =

The dispateh of the Army
and  Islamic  Revolutionary
Guards to Kurdistan is a greal
mistake and=fe=dieeeted against
all the peoples of Iran, the
Sheikh said by phowe=irom
his headquarters in the north-
western town of Mahabad.

The government has been
sending reinforcements, includ-
ing armoured units, into Kur-
dish trouble spols since Jul
me=pttempt 1o take back areas
abandoned when the Shah's
armed forces disintegrated in
the revolution.

The sheikh sent a message
to the people of the Kurdish
town of Kamyaran wl
prevented a column of 13
tanks reaching the provincial
capital of Kurdistan, Sanandaj,
bv staging=s—stir=-proiest on
the roads.

Sheikh Ezzedin is a_ Sunni
Moslem, like most Kurds. The
majority of Iranians=betong to
the Shiite Islam, like
Avatollah Khomeini.  Sheikh
Fzzedin  believes that the
future Constifution of the Isla-
mic Republic should clearly
grant autonomy to the Kurds
and other ethnic Minoriti o

An assembly of constitu-
tiunal experts is to he elected
on August 3, but the draft
whieh they will have one
mantlt to “approve deoes not
mention autonomy for any of
Iran’s regions.
=THE Deputy Premier Mustafa
Chamran, said in an interview
published at the weekend that
the Government was deler-
mined to reestablish its author-
iy ﬂz_ Kurdish areas with the

TMY'S

One target mentioned hy Dr
Chamran was the reoccupation
nf the military base at Maha-
bad. Mahabad was the capital
of a shorthved Kurdish repub-
lic proclaimed =wreeT™ Soviet
auspices at the end of the
Secand World War.

Kurdish guerrillas  raided
Mawbwdt=parrison during the
February uprising and cap-
tured many weapons, seme of
which were reported to have
been nsed when Kurds pinned
down the 28th Irawrar=Division
at ils garrison im=te=Kurdistan

rovincial capital of =Svwerewded
n March.

The Kurds claimed to have
caplurcd=we tanks ecarlier this
month when they intercepted a
military convoy trying fo re-
open A border post at Soro, on
the Turkish frontier, to “re-
store law and order and pre-
veut smuggling.” Some of the
Iranian troops were forced Lo
et through Turkey.
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Ayatollah Khomeini received
al the weekend a personal note
of apology from the Chinese
Communist Party’s _chairman
Hua Guofeng for visiting Iran
Ln lhede!l;c':‘sir]:g months of the ) L.

epose ah's regime.

Press reports yesterday saidand Medla lelted
that the note was delivered to
the ayatollah_on_Saturday by
the visiting Pakistani Foreign
Minister, Agaha Shahi, who
mel him at Qom.

The press also reparted yes-

terday that a team of Islamie
guards in Qom, Ayatollah Kho-
meini’s home town, will punish
anyone eating in the daytime
during the Moslem fasting
month  of Ramadan. The
‘Tehran  newspaper Bamdad
said transgressors would he
punished in public, but did not
indicate the type of punish-
ment.
@ Iranian nationals and for-
eign travellers may na longer
take Persian carpeis with them
when leaving Iran, the customs
department  ruled  yesterday.
Passenger  carrying carpets
have been stopped at Tehran's
airport lately in a drive coin-
viding  with curbs on the
export of foreign exchange.
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