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Kurds lose mounta [

From Reuter in“Tehran

Iranian Government forces
1adT"Might recaptured the Kur-
dish guersilla - stronghold™oE
STqez afler a three-day battle,
the official Pars news agency
reported.

The agency quoted :the com-
mander of the 28th infantry
division based in Sananda] as
aYmg the town fell to a relief
olumn.

There was no independent
confirmation of the report as
telephone operators reported all
lines to the hill town were cut.

The Pars report indicated the
column first relieved a stranded
army garrison on the edge of
town which had been under
heavy mortar and light artillery
fire from Kurdish guerrillas.

Hehcopt!r'm‘llships pounded
the with rockets and

nine u fire thr t th
day, according to eye-witnesses.

There was na reliable estimate
of casualties available, Kurdish

guerrillas, under the leadership leader .

of the banned Kurdish Demo-
cratic Party, obiH==hold the
northern stronghold of Mahabad
although a battle between army
tanks and guerrillas using
rockets and artillery was repor-
ted to be raging 20 miles outside
the town: yesterday.

The battle halted at nightfall
when the tanks were no longer

be punished. Theré is no place

for them here. They must leave.
The revolution is* an"Islamic
one and everybody who chooses
another nath ‘must be
suppressed.”

The KDP leader, Ahdulrah-
man Qassemlou, said in Maha-
bad that' the' Kurds were
prepg:led to negohr!-w ith the

able to make use of

ry

four
ditis met, Mr Qas-

sance to
guerrilla emplacements.’
In a speech the mark the end
of Ramadan, the rltu'mal]¥v mod-
erate Tehran rehgious eader,

a.
semlou. d!'essed in traditional
Kurdish bng‘gy rousers and
betiedress top with a pistol on
his hip, listed the conditions
of further troop

Ayatollah M
cursed the KDP and brﬂndecl its
members as Communists, Using
a Persian curse. he said : * Dust
on their heads. The name of the
KDP brings back very bad
memories,"”

In a_refercnce 1n Ayalollzm
Khomeini, he The

¢ leader of the szolution himself

asked me why are you defend-
ing these people, and now yuu
seec how they have made the
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remfaroemems to the Kurdish
region ; the release of
Erisnners the freeing of all
ish hostages: an end 1o
eweentions of Kurds alleged to
have taken pasé=—im the fight-
ing. The Kurdish leader said
that if the=somdéhions were not
met his side would continue
fighting.
Mahabad- was complelely in
Kurdish hands and -the guer-
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angry.: Now 'they must

1{’ 1las* wre mned wlth Ge3,
Kalashnikov; M-I and Czechoslo-
vak-made  Bernp - ‘auiomatic
rifies. Old men * running the
administration  at >the’
affices all carried’ ];Imuls
State radio yesterday broad-
cast half-hourly appéals to the
people of Sagqez not to help
what it described as counterre-
volutionary  elements which |
entered the town and were
attacking the garrison with
mortars. The radio -said that
sol& ers in the garrison did not
fight in order to aveid
blondshed It said that three
afficers, _six sergeanls, and
seven prlvales at the garrison
had been ki
The army had units at Mian-
dowab, northeast of. Mahabad,
but Kurds held the road be-
tween=tire 1wo towns and had
built sandbag emplacemenis
along some stretches: The
guerrillas were using captured
army jecps and lorries for
Lransport.
Kenneth MacKenzie. adds

stronghold

Ankgra: With reports of

jrom
growing political unrest in pro.,

vinces of south-eastern Turkey.
the Minister of the Interior,

P Mr Hasan Fehmi Gunes, has

stamted 2 m-day tour of investi-
gation of " the _most sensitive
dareas.
In the past two weeks politi-
cal violence has increased, de-
spite governmental chims to
the contrary.

The authorities are primarily
worried about reports of esca.
lating unrest in south-eastern
Turkey particularly in Urfa
province, where a local pro-
Kurdish group has_perpetrated
a series of terrorist outrages,
including the murders of pro-
minent Right-wingers and the
wounding of a justice party
deputy. The authorities are
alarmed that the secessionist
organisation — led by a Lefi-
wing faction known as the
Apoists —~ may be ntlemptm!z
fo set up “liberated zones.”

Ayatollah Taleghani
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