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Rebels send-peace mission to Khomeini as Tehran punishes profiteers to-counter inflation

Iranian clergy calls

Kurdish ceasefire

IRAN'S miling Moslem clergy yesterda
wpreeds to proclaim a ceasefive on a
fronts in the Kurdish revolt, Kurdish
negotiators said==Rebran last nightr—a
spokesman said agreement had heen

From Liz Thurgeod
in Tehran

An uneasy calm_settled over
Iran's troubled Western pro-
wimee= of Kurdestan yesterday
amid rep =government
iroops were massing for a two-
pronged atlack on the rebel
stronghold of Mahabad.

The unease, described as the
calim before the storm, coin-
cided with conflicling reports
of Kurdish intentions. Kurdish
rel v up a fuecl wessge
tank in the West Azerbaijan
tfown of Salmaz in an altack in
which ong Kurd was killed and
two civil” sesvants were miss-
ing, according to the Govern-
ment news agency. |

The atiack was followed yes-
terday by news of the arrival
in the ecapita' of a low-level
Kurdish tean which has since

=4 direct appeal Lo Ayatol-
lah Khomeini to end the fight-
ing, According to Iranian
newspzpers ihe fighting=—has
taken more than 500 lives dur-
ing the past ten days.

In & letter made publie yes-
terday, the revolutiopnary coun-
cil of Mahabad said that the
Ayatollah  was  misinformed

about the situation in Kurdes- |

fan, The letier, si

Akdul Rahim Abbassi, who is
now lcading the team in
Tehran, repeated assurances of
the Kurdish Moslem people’s
solidmey=with the Avyatoilah
and *in relurn hope t
will not pay attention lo cer-
tain people who want to create

disunity and divide the
nation.”

But in Mahabad itself, there
were indications that the

Kurds were preparing for a
wwew 0f force. Reports from
the small town said scores of
voung Kurds yesterday
crowded =iéa the local army
base to “register for battle™
and bath men and women were

t vou |

reeceiving training on four cap-
nks and hawi

reached. after talks with Ayatollah Mah-
moud Taleghani. Also in Tehran, three
shopkeepers were flogged, charged with
profiteering, in the first public punish-
ment in the capital.

was intact and power had been

tured tanks an

Ouiside Mahabad, which in
1946 declared itself an autono-
mous republic, two armoured
columns of the Iranian military
had reportedly up posi-
tion on key roads leading into
the small town nol far from
the mountainous border with
Irag. According to a member

of the banned Kurdish Demo- d

cratic Panrty, tanks
—— —
IRANIAN Government forees
two Iragl military
officers during last week’s
battle for the Kurdish city of
Paveh and em  to
Tchran, Pars news agency rc-
ported yesterday. Abu Wafa,
deputy commander of Iran's
Revolutionary Guard
told Pars that the two men
denied being ¥ragi mationals.
But their Iraqi citizenship
was proved by their Identity
and  military conseription
cards, Abu Wafa said,

and armed personnel carriers
had been assembled by the Gov-
ernment, together with long
range artillery and heavy
rucks.

The activity in and around
Mahabad yesterday followed a
government victary over the
weekend in Saggez. More than
1]?0 Kurds and men loyal to

Avatollah are believed
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More than 300 captured
Kurds were awaiting the arri-
var—of Sheikh Xhalkhali, a
Right-wing militant who has
been named Khomeini to
conduct the Kurdish trials, The
Sheikh, who =sws=sentenced the
Shah to death in absentia, has
already sent 50 Kurds to their
eaths. R

The Kurds in Sagqez ignored
a warmme=on the state radio
calling for the return of a
weapons in rebel hands. Fail-
ure to reply, said the com-
mander of the 28th division,
would be considered “a
counter revolutionary act."

The commander’s appeal fol-
lowed an interview published
yesterday with Tehran's public
prosecutor in which A{alnllah
Azari-Ghomi warned that all
those possessing arms illegally
would be considered “ corrupt
on earth ' and shot.

Reuter adds: The revolu-
tionary proseculor of the town
of Zanjan has ordered the
arrest of his predecessor after
sex magazones and alcohol
were found at his home, the
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The cache was discovered
when  prosecutor Mahmoud
Omidi went to the home of
Hassein Majtahedi to eollect
fourt files. He found a large
quantity of imported and
ic aleohol, sex maga-

e a 0
have died during the five days
of fighting which ended on
Sunday when the government
finally took control.

‘The streets of Saqqez were
yesterday reported quiet, with
the military and Islamie
Guards maintaining a 24-hour
patrol in what was seen as a
form of mariial law. Parls of
dismembered bodies reportedly
lay in the streets next to the
barracks but the waler supply
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zines, opium, gambling equip-
ment, bank savings baoks
showil large deposits, a
phone book with the number
of a former Savak Secret police
torturer, Communist leaflets,
an Israeli entry card, a hunt-
ing gun and 750 bullets and
books of freemasonry,

Mr Mojahedi is under guard
in hospital where he is re-
covering from injuries received
in an unsuccessfyl assassina-
tion attempt.

archive.guardian.co.uk/.../getFiles.asp?...

£ MILES o)

i repare to board helicopters that will take them out
of Saqqer= The bodies of dead soldiers are lined u‘};t for evacuation (above)

Wounded Iranian troops (top)
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