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Tehran
offers
peace

to Kurds

me Liz Thurgood
in Tehran

‘The Iranian Government has
snnouneedsmisat an agrecment
has been reached with the re-
bels in the troubled Western

mvmce oi Kurdestan, B\lt no

nt =ComTITEtion

a\mlzble lut night ﬂmm Kul‘-
dish headquarters. —
™Stch an agreement would
bring to an _end some of the
most bitter fighting since Aya-
tollah Khomeini  swept
power last February. Ab«ut
300 people are believed to
have died in the Jast two
weeks.

According to the State radio,
an agreement was reached dur-
ing 1alks yesterday between
senior Government officials and
a Kurdish neﬂutxaung team
tlmmnnid low 1he Iraniam

to enler 1he Fewdioh
stmnghuld nf Mahabad. s

Apart from two small inci-
dents  yesterday, no. serious
hostilities have been reported
for three days while both sides
awaited the ocuicome of the
negotiations. Mahabad itself
was surrounded last nlﬁm tgy

the
ported lo Dbe only 1hrec miles
outside the town.

In return for allowing the
Army to enfer Mahabad, the
Government is repuned to
—

FIFTY-FIVE Afghan soldiers
are rcported in Tchran to
have fled across the border
into JIran, bringing their
arms ¥ ammunition with
them. The men and their
arms were handed over to
the gendarmerie in Zahedan,
in Baluchistan province in
South-west Iran~-Reuter.

have agreed 1{o grant
“ordinary members” of the
outlawed” Kurdish Democratic
Party immessty=from prosecu-
ton, convert the town's garri-
son into a university facully,
and “after the total establish-
ment of security.” to allow the

urds to organise their own
Revelutionary  Corps.  The
Army, the radio sald would
Jeave Mahabad at *‘the first
opportune moment.”

Despite  the  Government
announcement, it was still far
from clear whether the Kurds
were being offered an spwew
ment or_an ultimatum. The
Interior Minister, Mr IHashem
Sabbaghian, )ater sald that the

had been told “the

had 1o enter Mahabad.”
The " negotialors were not
against it, he said,

News of the agreement, de-
scribed by the Government as
“a_ remarkable achievement,”
followed a new stalement from
Ayatollah Khomeini that

appeared ta have completely
ruled out all hape of compro-
mise,  Following instruclions
issued on Tuesday night “1o
crush the eriminals and their
Jeaders,” the Avyatollah made
an 1l-point statement offering
the rebels a general amnesty
but calling for ihe arrest of
their outlawed KDP leaders.

The Ayatollah also promised
that several of the recently-
banned newspapers would he
allowed to publish again but
gave no indication 2s to which
anes. Two weeks ago, 26 publi-
cations critieal of ihe Mosque
were abruptly closed.

Meanwhile 14 prisoners in-
valved in a gaol break on Mon-
day in the North-western cily
of Tabriz have been execcuted.
Among those facing the Isla-
mic firing squad  were 1wo
women. Liitle was known of
the gaol break and later riot-
ing which Icd o the death of
an Islamie Guardsman. Accord-
ing to the local press, the riot-
ing prisoners were joined by
Jocal Tabrizis and part of the
Prison was st alight.

A couple found guilty of
adultery have heen semenced\
10 dealh in the soulhern port |
iown of Bushehr. However, |
further north, in Shiraz, a cou-|
ple convicled of a similar
crime were whipped and then
ordered to m'\rry.

The Turkish,

ter
Inlermr Mmlhler Mr Hasary
Fehmi Gunes, has denied_press
reports lhat Turkish Kur ds
were crossing into Iran 1o help
those fighling {We™ Irargan
Army,

He also denied that Kuwdish
separatist  groups in  T-arkey
\vem smugglmg arms lntﬂ Iran.

“We are doing our diflysssd
waintzining the inlegrity of
our neighbour Inm. he 'said.
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" Twelve Kurds hnw.i Fone on
Tranian Ehassy in ¢ASSTRA,

10 prolest against ‘the death
sentences passed last Sunday
on members of thre Kurdish
Socialist Workers P arty,

w uararan Nnews and Media Limited
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