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Iran brings in tanks to
force Kurdish surrender

From Liz Thurgood
in Tebran

K.Ill‘ﬂihh rebels were reported

ert yesterday as col-
umns of the Iranian rmhhry
moved closer abad,
small town which is lhe s(rom;-
hold of Kurdish rebels who de-
mand aweemeny.

In an interview with the
State radio yesterday, the Joint
Chief of Staf announced that
the Army would enter Maha-
bad to “establish security” and
arrest the Xurdish leaders.
Major-Genera=wimmmad Hos-
sein Shaker gave no timetable
for the entry, but, according to
the Government news agency,
Pars. yesterday, the Iranian mili-
fary has moved L0 Wiklwes® miles
of the town with {anks and
heavy artillery,

The general’s remarks, basi-
cally conciliatory in tone, were
in sharp contrast to an earlier
slatement issued by the 64th
Division, based at Urumich
(Rezaich under the Shah), that
it may be forced to use air and
ground attacks to “flatten and
deslrev Kurdish hiding places.”

Huede= were reported
l'\(‘:ulcd—on- Wednesday after
summary trials in the western
town of Zanjan.

The tightening of the milie s

ary noose around Mahabad fol-
lowed the release of details on
Wednesday of the Govern-
ment's proposals {o end the
four-day standoff. In return for
allowing the armed forces lo
enfer the fown, the Kurds
would be granted certairm=we=
ding the conver-
sion of a military garrison into
a university faculty and the

right to set up their own revo-
lutionary forces at.a later date.

The details were announced
as lerms of agreement
reached between Government

he officials and a five-man Kurdish

team which visited Telsammste
nc:ntxate a seitlement to fight-
ing in the western province for
the past six months.

But a member of the Kur-
dish tecam has denied that -l
sgeeement was reach He
Md the local press that me

The leader of the outlawed
KDP, Dr Abidur Ghassemlw.
repnﬂndlg admiited as
enrlmx this week. He Lold a

: *“We are preparing for

m-g war,” and said that Kur-

dlsh strategy  (to  infiict mme

cascualties on  the
mmau urmed forces as pos-
.ﬁlﬁ- ha

® 2

d not yet met with

rran yes!erdaydelendeﬂ its
expivion of forei, gn carrespon-
dent and warned !ha('hln1y
j ou

rport
mmﬂy the texl of Gn\-ernmem
demands laid before the Kurds
and was shown to Ayaledleh
Khomeini at an earlier meeting
with the negotiators,

bservers suspected there
was a considerable amount of
pombast behind the political
manoeuvring, Despite a series
of warnings from Ayatellah
Khomeini, the military was not
helieved to be keen for an-
other confrontation with the
stubborn tribal warriors, parti-
cularly while soldiers are
facing firing squads far crimes
committed ** against the
Iranian  people™ under the
Shalisregime.

The Kurdish _ Demacratic
Party (KB@ymscjccied a call
from Ayatollah Klmmemi 1o
senior _official
said : * We have decided to de-
fl.’nd ourselves and we will

ght.” But the Kurds are on

official accreditation would be
consndered a spy. Commenting
on the expulsion of seven
wurnallsls mnst of whom were
accused of distorting facts dur-
ing the past two months, an
official at the Ministry of
National Guidance, Dr Ali Beh.
radnia, said that Iran would be
befter served if==mhe foreign
media employed Inanians 1o
{ransmit the mnews for-
cign correspondents, he added.
sought te magnify sensational
news in order to make profits.
Reuter adds jrom Ankara:
The Turkish Prime Minister,
Mr _Bulent Ecevit, yesterday
denied that Turkish kurds
were fighting ahng;:e
Kurds and that
whewed Iranian iroops to cross
its bordes=ssmencircle Kurdish
guerrillas. - —
 Ecevit, responding {o éri-
ticism tmm two Kurdish

REVOLUT IONARY art has appeared on the walls and
of Tehran since the February Revolution saw

recnrd as couldn't

ope 1o conirol the {owns and
\11 ages. The mountainous area
close 10 the Iraqi border is
scen by observers as a more
natural terrain from which to
Tegisler their demands for
autonomy,

ment, said lhnt SK “Tranian sol-
diers were allow cross
into Turkey last munih but
purcly for humamtamn rea-
sons because they had been
trapped by guerrillas on the
Iranian side.

—
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the overthrow of the Shah. These undoubtedly
wnauthorised portrayals of Ayatolleh Khomeini appear
1o drow heavily on Christian religions symbolism rather
than on uny iradzmmai Islamic or Iranian sclwnl e

10

the
mutched by that of zhe customers or the strczt corner

sellers and the best collections are row arailable mostly
in the stoutly Shiz Moslem strongholds such as South
Tehran, where Ayatollah Khomeini is adored. Some of
the posters seem hurdlg more feulzstw than what was
produced under the ousted Shah.
The most famous of the ‘Shah's collection showed him

in the sky with the caption “ Shadow of God.” It was
printed with Toyal consent but was quickly withdrawn
after adverse public Teaction.
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