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Iranian forces pursue retreating Kurds

From Liz Thurgood
in Tehran

The Iranian military con-
tinued to=ewmsolidale its hold
on recaplured towns and vil-

Government farces are
helieved to control all strategic
areas in_the western province
of Kurdistan and 60 Kurds
havrbeen =rrested in the—eun=
after Mon-

Jages in Kurdistan y
as 20,000 =grywed= Kurds were
reporiedly retreatis==io the
small town of Sardasht with
the Army closing in behind.

The relreat coincided with
the expulsion of another Wes-
tern correspondent for Tis
coverage of the Kurdish rebel-
lion. Terry Poveyr==of 1ine
Middle-East magazine, based in
London, was told this morning
by a Ministry of National Gud-
ance official 1o leave Lian
within one week of “ False=re-
porting.”

Mr Povey's ‘expulsion brings
the number of Western corres-
pondents e\pellz since
1o 15. On Tuesday, the Govern-
ment ordered the Associated
Press bureau here to close.

up
days cu]lapse of Mahabad, the
Kurdish stronghold
=BT, %ccording to reporis in
Tehran yesterday, 20,000 Kur-
dish gunmen have )ommad =see
feed of civilian refugees {rom
recently-caplured Xurdish
towns and Villages meisnt—pse
heading for !sardasht near 1o
the Iragi frontier. Sardasht is
believed to be the Jast Kurdish
stronghold afler six m
intermittent fighting agawnst
the Government. The Army
was reportedly prepating 1o
move against the small lown
yesterday

Mahabad was yesterday de-
scribed as almost descried, de-
spite appeals from the Deputy
Prime Minister, Dr Mosiafa
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Charmran, for the “deceived "
Kurds to return and “ repent
eirefr=indecent action.”

Contrary to_first reports,
Monday's casualties were light
and, it appeared that the
Pesh Merga's twohour
exchange of fire with
the military was designed (0
allow the main Kurdish force
to retreal lowards=Swremsht.

ment official who also attended
the talks later said that medi-
cal aid and food supplies were
being airlifted into the pro-
vinee where fighting has raged
for almost three wecks.

The airlift {followed an
earlier pledge by the Prime
Minister to sel aside one day’s
oil revenues (about $65 mil-
lmns), for each province, in-

The feared Ayatollah XKhalk-
hali, who has_sent more than
Kurds to their deaths, was
10 leave

. However,
some of [ﬂn"rﬁ-prownees are
consideraity= more  heavily

lated than others, and the

far Mahegad yesterday, despite
Instructions from Tehran to re-
turn o the capital. His pre-
scence in the province was
expected o worsen the hostil-
ity between the Kurds and ‘een-
tral authorities, s

In_ an eflort 1o return
Kurdistan to normal, - the
Prmre=—Minister, Dr Mehdi
Bazargan, has met Ayatollah
Khomeini. A senior Govern-

archive.guardian.co.uk/.../getFiles.asp?...

planhhns been criticised as
Meanwhile, "there were indi-
cations that the regime was
tryng to find a peaceful solu-
tion o the problems of an-
other unhappy ethnic minerity,
the Turkomans from North-east
Iran.
=seccording to the Gov-
ernment news agency, a _Six-
man team of Mullahs from

Turkoman Sahra has arrived in
Qom for talks with Ayatollah
Khomeini. The talks centre on
new development projects for
the area and the return of rich
farmland seized during the
previous ' regime and sold
cheaply to the Shah's favourite
relatives and generals.

The arrival of the team in
Qom followed unofficial reports

a unit of Islamic
guardsmen had been sent to
Gonbad-e-Kavous, where fight-
ing flared last April between
the Turkomans and forces
loyal to the Ayatollah.

A Ministry of Agriculture
team left for Gonbad last week
to “acquaint itself with 1he
problems facing the farmers.”
‘The Ministry was reported to
beheve that holdings of more
tha hectares should be
redlstrih\ned among the Turke-
mans, many- of whom live in
poverty.

The Government's apparent

slowness in solving the Turko-
man issue may lie in interde-
partmental  sguabbling. The
Interior Ministry, ostensibly re-
sponsible for internal security,
was_understood to want_more
gradual change. The Turko-
mans received 20 per cent of
all crops recently harvesied in
the area, a figure that the Min-
istry would like to see in-
creased to 30 per cent
next year.

Meanwhile, a fire has been
raging for twvo days near the
Caspian port city of Enseli. A
local official said that the blaze
may have been started by
farmers angered by the Gov-
ernment’s recent expropriation
of land in the area. Immedi-
atelv after the February upris-
ing, many villagers seized large
tracts of rich farmlands that
}sxgdhbeen nationalised by the

an.
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