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Nicholas- Cnmming-Bruce reports from Tabriz on the Iranian Government's attempt. to quell rebellion

Exeeutlons unhkely toend deflance

ELEVEN execul’]ons’ By ﬂé
squad in the nérthwestern' ity
of Tabriz have brought home
to its citizens the harsh realis
ties of defying 2 re\-oluugnzry
regime. Most abrms. 1o judge
from the turnout fof opposi-
tion rallies in the ecity last
month, had .already lost their
love for the present direction
of the revolution,

For them, the exceutions

wil ply become another
jlem in_their litany of grie-
vances. What has now to be

seen is whether execytions will
brcak or stiffen the opposition.
The 1i targets of revolus
honarv justice were supporters
i the Mushm People’s Repub-
| n Party (MPRP), the main
vehicle or ‘Tabrizi opposition
among supporters of Ira

second most important cladidbiem

man, Ayatollah Kazem Shariat-
madari. They were seized after
a night_attack, lasting several
hours, by the regi
tionary ‘guards on the head-
quarters of the already bullet-
scarred party headquarters.

In what was largely .a show
of strength similar 1o those

previously laid on or the
benefit of Kurdi nd Arab
minorities, 1aken 1o

the city pnson ami summaruy
Local officials insi:t there
a trial, but they also

la tly concede that the point
is somewhat academic. When
ced with a charge such as
*subversive acts With guns,”
{he charge for which they were

s followers of ayatollahs

E

shot, Deputy (:ovemnr leha-
pourt. concedes : -  ther:
need for a'very long tr[al He
went 'on toi suggest that the
men were. thieves. and TIDISIS
wnh prison records.

of' the i

remaining committees had sub-
mitted to Government plans
and’ sunendercd their weaporns,
Time may bear out the claim,
but'in any event, it mvers only
a smaﬂ part of (he sue.

lhe Azer—

o hnvz been an an‘
fotce. I'Aom

(w
officer) Who hacl supplled \he
party; with:weapons.

Whatever the record ol these
men——m some ways irrelevant A
since | many . Tabrizis consider
them gemuine members of the
party—the executions were cvl-

1

baljan province,
Ayatollah Sharmlmadar&.
already challenged Iran’
constitution and tiwpmmborny
justification it  provides ' ior
‘Ayatollah Khomeini's de faclo
power, But there is .2 whole
range of less precisely articu-
lated grievances :.}alnglng from

by
hat!
W

dently part of
10 stamp:.out “sources of a hn-
ter resistance to the Central
Governmeht which three days
earlier had erupted into bloody
confrontations  between rival
Khe-
meini and Shariatmadari.
According to Mr Nishapouri,
the policy may have paid
In a city of roughly one mil-
lion people; Tabriz was at one
time said {0 have no less than 47
revolutionary committees oper:
aling as general purpose super-
visors .of local affairs. Among
them were several pro-Sharial-
madari committees that re-
sﬁonded only to the orders of

Mr lehapourl said it had
been a long-standing objective
to amalgamate these into a
single operation after vetting
the members; bul the scheme
had foundered on the resi:
tance of the pro-Shariatmadari
commitiees, Within 24 hours of
the executions, he claims, the

appointed olﬁcia!s to resent-
ment at the crass propaganda
put out .by official media.—

Azerbaijan contains all the
ingredients for what should be
the most dangerous provincial
opposition yet encountered by
the revolutionary regime. One
of these is the Turklsh-speak-
ing population of seme 10 mil-
lion people, about a quarter of
Iran’s tolal population.

some justice, local offi-
cials stress that the distur-
bances. have .so far been
confined to Tabriz, but the
contemptuously low furnout for
December’s referendum on the
Constitution showed litile sn]l-
darity with the regime.
practice the threat may not be
so great.

At its best, the MPRP was
weak in lerms of organisation
and never effective in pressing
its demands for more local
control of provincial govern-
ment, Since December's
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Shariatmadari
Khomeini, the party has been
broken by
pressures applied 1o _both Aya-
tellah Shariatmadari and the
party fo back away from con-
Iranlauun wnh the reglme

of
served

.lashes in Qom and Tdhnr he-

ween supporlers of Ayatollah
and  Avyatollah

the .considerable

ack’ room on the top floor,
harasseu indlviduals of indeter-
minale status shouled at one
another and by turns into the
single- telephone.

Ranged against - the party
rump and the committees were
the revolutionary guwards,

™ fcarcely a picture of Cromwel—

Ayatol

whose mdes complained l-\st
week that
vented from receiving visitors
by reveolutionary
been largely -silent except to
appenl for calm aud (o sa;

he had_been pre-

guards, has
that

0 longer supported the

MPRP.

Without guidance, and with
idly dwindling numbers of

offici»ls, the party-was stripped
of -almost all power except ils
influence with the crowd.

Nor were the - committees

capable of providing much dir-
eclion to
back street gunbattle revealed
haphazard operation,
moved up {
streels in the general direction
of shooting,
sionzlly 1o fire
which only they were aware —
tn lhe applause of local specta-

the opposition. A

Gunmen

through the muddy

siepping  ocea-
- at targels of

lu the narrow streels no one

had much idea of where the
front line was.

The scene at the local com-

mitlee headquariers was simi-
larly chaotic. Groups of curious
onlookers stood round the door

that

half-built  house
In a

the commitiee.

well-organised, - at least par-
tially frained and- wnh clear-
cut ohjectives.

Behind them was the .full
weight' of official -sanction and
the support of a substantial
section of the Turkish-speaking
public. .Under their. patronage,
tens of thousands of Ayatollah
Khomeini's ‘followers assembled.
on the camﬁus of Tabriz Uni-
versity for the rally which was
later " attacki groups of
sharmmadam supparters, lead-
ing 1o last week's violence and
rioting.

Two.days later, a ctowd per-
haps 50.000 strong assembled
for Fridav. prayers before
marching under the _ revolu-
tionary guards' protection into
the centre of the cily without
encountering even vocal 0ppo-
sition.

If prmhhom(-m! forces have
succeeded in shalterivg the
opposition, it is a victory of
organisation and power over
muddle and weak leadership,
not a viclory of ideology.

"We fought against the
Shah_for one purpese, to get
rid of dictatorship. but we find
we have another,” multered

01 mye Mushm People's ican Part,us sacked

headquarters in Tabriz

engce. Many weapons are still in
private hands, but Government
officials - believe they will be
able to contain fulure

one elderly Tabrizi, voicing a

frequently heard conviction.
The bitterness of such senti-

ment is only increased as Iran

groups lack orgamsamnn lhey
may be night. But the legacy
of the regime's intervention in
Azerbaijan is a smnuldermg Te-

major events in the revolution
against the Shah, events such
as_the riots of February

"abri;
earliest and lzrgesl shows of

dates such as these are poten-

1 Tabrizi obnrver. C But mt the
tial flashpoints for further viol- war™
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