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OPINION No. 8/2003 (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN)
Communication addressed to the Government on 14 February 2002
Concerning: Svamak Pourzand.
The State has ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
1. (Same text as paragraph 1 of opinion No. 15/2000.)

2. The Working Group conveys its appreciation to the Government for having provided the
requested mformation.

3. (Same text as paragraph 3 of opinion No.15/2002.)

4. In the light of the allegations made, the Working Group welcomes the cooperation of the
Government. The Working Group transmitted the reply provided by the Government to the
source, which made comments on it. The Working Group believes that it 1s 1 a position to
render an opinion on the facts and circumstances of the case. in the context of the allegations
made and the response of the Government thereto.

5. According to the mnformation submitted by the source, Syamak Pourzand, aged 72, 15 a
journalist and manager of the Majmue-ye Farhangi-ve Honari-ve Tehran (Tehran Cultural
Centre) and 1s married to Mehranguiz Kar, a lawyer. Mr. Pourzand was arrested

on 24 November 2001, at the residence of Mahin Pourzand (his sister), in Tehran, by four
militiamen who presented no warrant or explanation. On 7 December 2001, Ms. Pourzand was
allegedly requested to take him a change of clothes. Mr. Pourzand was at the time the
communication was submaitted and 1s at present detained on the orders of the Islamic
Revolutionary Court of Tehran.

6. On 12 or 13 January 2002, Ms. Pourzand was permitted to meet with her brother at the
Edare-ye Amaken, of Bureau of Premises, also known as the Committee for the Propagation of
Virtue and Prohibition of Vice, for a meeting that lasted 10 minutes. Mr. Pourzand’'s wife, who
1s undergomng medical treatment in the United States, and his sister in Tehran have reportedly
filed complaints with police and judicial authorities and have written to the Presidency of the
Republic, to no avail

7. The Government provided the Working Group with the following information.

Ms. Pourzand was arrested following a complaint submitted by Ms. Venus Farimer, who claimed
that she had been the victim of abuse and sexual harassment by him, and charged with several
offences: infractions against morality and abuses according to articles 637 and 639 of the Penal
Code; propaganda against the Islamic Republic of Iran (art. 500); spying against the State

(arts. 501 and 505); and undermining State secunity (art. 512). The arrest was ordered

on 22 November 2001 by the General Court of Tehran. On 24 November 2001, he was
presented before the court. On the same date, the court ordered a preliminary imnvestigation and
returned the file to the police. Later, the court ordered the release of the accused on bail. Not
having been able to pay bail, WMr. Pourzand was kept in detention and sent to a prison under the
authority of the Organization of Prisons. On 27 May 2002, Mr. Pourzand was transferred to
Evin prison in Tehran. Once the mvestigations were finished, Mr. Pourzand's trial started and
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several hearings took place in the presence of the accused and his defence lawyer. The court
determined the accusations to be true and on 13 Apnl 2002, issued verdict No. 10, finding

Iir. Pourzand guilty of the above-mentioned offences sentencing him to 11 vears’ imprisonment
(the sentence to take into account the time already spent in prison); payment of a fine

of 1 million rials and 80 lashes. Ir. Pourzand appealed. but on 21 May 2002, the Tehran Appeal
Court confirmed the judgement.

8. The Working Group deplores the fact that the Government has failed to provide it with
the text of the penal legislation applicable m the case agamnst Mr. Pourzand, despite having been
requested to do so by the Charrman-Fapporteur in lus letter of 14 February 2002, Nor was the
judgement of 13 April 2002 of the General Court of Teheran convicting Syamak Pourzand
submitted. The Working Group notes that the text of the criminal law provisions - which was
not produced. and only referred to by the Government in very general terms - was the basis for
the conviction of Mr. Pourzand. The reference to “propaganda against the Islamic Republic of
Iran™ grves rise to serious doubts about the real nature of and the motivation for the charges
brought against him. Tt should be borne in nind that, according to information available to the
Working Group, Mr. Pourzand, a journalist and manager of the Teheran Cultural Centre, has the
reputation of being crtical of the Government.

9. Therefore, in the absence of any argument to the contrary submutted by the Government,
the Working Group cannot but conclude that Mr. Pourzand was prosecuted, convicted and
sentenced to a prison term because of his convictions and the expression of his opinions.

10. In the light of the foregoing. the Working Group expresses the following opinion:

The detention of Syamak Pourzand. being i contravention of article 19 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and of article 19 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights_ is arbitrary and falls within category II of the categories
applicable to the consideration of cases submitted to the Working Group.

11. Consequent upon this opinion, the Working Group requests the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Tran to take the necessary steps to remedy the situation of Syamak Pourzand
in order to bring it mto conformity with the provisions and principles incorporated in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, to which the Islamic Republic of Iran is a party.

Adopted on 9 May 2003
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Sunpar, Decemses 3o. 2001

B7

Azadeh Pourzand

Tell Me, Where Is My Father?

Ar open letter to His Excellency Seyed
Mohammad Khatami, presideni of the Is
lamic Republic of Iran.

Dear Mr. President:

| am a 17-yearcld Ilranian girl. My in-
troduction Lo politics came through hearinyg
your televised campaign inlerview when |
was 12, On Election Day, | accompanied my
parents (o vote. Full of hope and greal ex-
peclations, we drove acruss town while my
futher 10ld us stories aboul Lhe past and my
mother looked at the gathering crowds in
the street with her writer's eyes. My sister
boasted thal she was old encugh o vote, and
1 felt like becoming a polilical activist bul
had to struggle with my birthdate.

When | was a year old, my father was im-
prisoned for the first time. He was not a
thiel, he was not a smuggler, he had commit-
led no crime. Like s0 many other law-
abiding Iranians, he became a prisoner whu
had no ideza why he was in prison.

When | was 6 he was hauled off to prison a
second lime. | remember banging my while
child's shoes agninst Lthe wall and shouting,

*Don’t tell me my father is traveling. He isin
Evin Prison. Don't Lell me about his room,
he is in a solitary cell.” Once again he was
[reed—a thin, lired, quiel man. Once a vi-
branl, gregarious Lalker, he had turned inlo
a passive and indifferent listener.

| was 15 when my mother. Mchrangz
Kar, a lawyer and women's righls activist,
was imprisoned. A lew months earlier, my
sisler, Leily, had hurmedly left the country,
leaving all her hopes and dreams in Iran.
Govermnent agents, or those who pretend-
ed lo be government agents, had droven
sleep from her eyes and peace from her
heart.

So il was thal my father and [ were left
alone o keep each other company. Family
and [ricnds spoke of me as a slrong young
woman. Only the walls in my room shared
my [ear and frustration as | sobbed un-
controllably and banged them with my fisls.

When my mother was finally released, |
still wanted 1o see your smiling face and
hear your words on government Lelevision,
Mr. President=—no malter that it was the

same government lelevision thal had so
recklessly distorted my mother’s statements
and slandered and insulted her.

Mol long after she had secured her release
from prison by posling back-breaking bail,
my mother was diagnosed with cancer, [ was
16 and could hardly wait now thal I could
vole for your election lo a second term. Casl-
ing a ballot for the first time in my life was a
thrill. [ careflully wrote “Seyed Mohammad
Khatami~ and became an adult. [ am now ac-
caompanying my mother, who has Lraveled
abroad to seck Lreatment for her illneas,

A month ago we heard the news of my fa-
ther's disappearance. Mr. President, my [a-
ther, Siamak Pourzand, born Nov. 24, 1931,
was laken by unknown agenls as he was see-
ing off some guests at his sister's house. He
has not been heard [rom since. The last time
my mother and 1 spoke with him, he told us
that he was being followed by men on motor-
cycles and that he was in danger. We hadn't
known what Lo do to help, and we feel help-
less now.

My molher sils in a comner yuiely and

waits for the phone to ring. | know well that
a cancer patient has no hope of survival if
she is lense and agitated. | don't know what
Lo do for either of my parents.

This morming [ woke up termified. [ had
dreamed Lhal an interrogator had slashed
my father's neck, and | was rupning around
hysterically trying Lo find a way to keep him
alive. He called me back to him saying, "It is
no use, stay with me for a (ew more mo-
ments.”

The road Lo Evin Prison has a sharp turn
called “the repentance curve,” I 1 ever pass
Lhat road. [ will repent crimes that | have not
committed so that [ will not be taken in io-
nocent and come out guilty, My only request
of you, Mr. President, and fortunately you
are still president, is to make an inguiry
about my T0-year-old Eather's physical and

1]

psychological health and let me know how '

he is and where he is being held. 1 impatient-

ly await a reply from your office.
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