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The Iran Human Rights Documentation Center (IHRDC) ensures that the darkest pages of Iranian history
will never be forgotten.

Wahied Wahdat-Hagh
Die Welt on October 23 2009
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The judiciary is under very strong pressure from public opinion asking why we even put them [Mojahedin]
on trial. Why some of them are jailed, and why all are not executed. The people say they should all be
executed without exceptions.

Ayatollah Mousavi Ardebili
August 5, 1988 Sermon
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In all the above cases, if the person at any stage or at any time maintains his position on nifaq, the sentence is
execution. Annihilate the enemies of Islam immediately. With regard to the case files, use whichever criterion
that speeds up the implementation of the verdict.

Ayatollah Rubollah Khomeini
July 1988
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The Center maintains perhaps the most extensive record anywhere of Iran’s 30-year history of brutality.

Bret Stephens
Wall Street Journal October 19, 2009
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To our donors and friends:

The Iran Human Rights Documentation Center is proud to present our first Annual Report. While this report covers
the recent fiscal year July 2008 through June 2009, it also represents a milestone in the growth and development of
the Center. Since its founding in 2004, the non-partisan and independent Center has worked to preserve a record of
the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Thus far, it has published twelve investigative reports.
The Center has also published witness statements, and created the 4adel Collection, an electronic database of human
rights documents that is available free-of-charge to the public. The Center’s intern and volunteer program has provided
students and recent graduates with invaluable hands-on experience in human rights investigation and law, as well as the
situation in Iran.

As this Report goes to press, another chapter of abuse by the Iranian government is being written. Iran’s June 12, 2009
presidential elections were followed by widespread calls for investigation into alleged fraud. The Iranian government
answered these calls with a brutal crackdown. Demonstrators were beaten, killed and arrested, and many other alleged
dissenters were arrested in their homes and offices. Many remain in jail and several have been sentenced to death. The
Center immediately began collecting evidence, often in the form of photographs and videos, of human rights violations
committed during the crackdown, and we are preparing a report on those violations to be published in early 2010.

The Board and staff of the Center sincerely thank the generous support we have received over the past five years from
volunteers, individual donors, foundations, and government entities. We are proud that the Center is poised to expand
and continue its vital work in documenting human rights violations. With your continued support and assistance, we
look forward to publishing additional human rights reports, continuing to preserve evidence and other human rights
documents in the Center’s database, and advocating for the observance of fundamental human rights in Iran.

Owen M. Fiss Renee C. Redman, Esq.
Chair of the Board of Directors Executive Director
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Iran Human Rights Documentation Center OVerVieW

he Iran Human Rights Documentation Center (IHRDC) is an independent non-profit organization that was

founded in 2004 by human rights scholars and lawyers. Located in New Haven, Connecticut, the Center
employs highly qualified individuals with demonstrated expertise in Iranian studies, law, history, human
rights, and innovative technologies. Staff and consultants are carefully vetted to ensure professionalism and
discretion in all program activities.

The overall mission of the organization is to (1) establish a comprehensive and objective historical record
of the human rights situation in Iran since the 1979 revolution, and on the basis of that record, establish
responsibility for patterns of human rights abuses, (2) make the record available in an archive that is accessible
to the public for research and educational purposes, (3) promote accountability, respect for human rights and
the rule of law in Iran, and (4) encourage an informed dialogue on the human rights situation in Iran among
scholars and the general public in Iran and abroad.

IHRDC currently has two basic programs: (1) a human rights investigation, analysis and reporting program,
and (2) an extensive document database (the Aadel collection) that is available to persons in Iran and worldwide
on the Center’s website.
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Investigation, Analysis and Reporting Program

he Center’s in-depth reports are the result of extensive primary research including interviews of witnesses

located world-wide. The reports are not ends in themselves; rather, they educate, support, inspire and
invigorate the human rights movement, democracy, civil society and rule of law initiatives inside Iran. The
Center seeks to empower Iranians with knowledge, so they can improve government adherence to human
rights norms, advocate for rule of law, and hold their representatives accountable.

IHRDC is the only human rights organization dedicated solely to Iran that is producing investigative reports of
high quality and depth. It has published twelve major reports and three legal commentaries, the latter written
by the prominent Iranian human rights lawyer Mehrangiz Kar. The reports are available in Persian and English
for downloading from the Center’s website, and in hardcopy. The five reports published this year follow:

Ctrl+Alt+Delete: Iran’s Response to the Internet (2009) documents Iran’s response to the rise of the Internet
as a form of mass media. This response includes the use of existing laws to regulate expressive activity, new
internet-related laws, and the creation of multiple regulatory bodies. The Islamic Republic also censors and
filters websites and uses other electronic methods of control. Government authorities regularly arrest, detain
and torture journalists and bloggers for their expression on the Internet.

Covert Terror: Iran’s Parallel Intelligence Apparatus (2009), together with the report Mockery of Justice:
The Framing of Siamak Pourzand (2008), present a comprehensive picture of the clandestine and brutal
activities of the Parallel Intelligence Apparatus or nahadhayih ittila atiyih movazi that operated in Iran during
the presidency of reformist Mohammad Khatami from 1997 to 2004. Used by the conservative establishment to
maintain control over the levers of state during that period, these groups were linked to numerous government
agencies, including the Judiciary, while operating outside the law.

Crimes Against Humanity: The Islamic Republic’s Attacks on the Baha’i (2008) complements two earlier
publications, A Faith Denied: The Persecution of the Baha’i of Iran (2006) and Community Under Siege:
The Ordeal of the Baha’is of Shiraz (2007). It argues that the Islamic Republic’s campaign of persecution
against Iran’s Baha’is is contrary to the principles of common humanity found in the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, customary law and international criminal law.

Condemned by Law: Assassination of Political Dissidents Abroad (2008) supplements two earlier
reports, Murder at Mykonos: Anatomy of a Political Assassination (2007), and No Safe Haven: Iran’s
Global Assassination Campaign (2008) in constructing a powerful and comprehensive indictment of the
Iranian government’s assassinations abroad. The Iranian government’s state-sponsored campaign of political
assassinations abroad does not merely violate the criminal laws of the jurisdictions in which the crimes took
place — it also implicates an array of international legal norms and obligations.

Mockery of Justice: The Framing of Siamak Pourzand (2008) documents the ordeal of Siamak Pourzand,
a journalist in his 70s, who was abducted in November 2001 by Iranian officials, held in a series of secret
detention facilities, and forced to make a televised confession to a number of serious offences he had not
committed. Throughout his ordeal, the courts colluded in his mistreatment. The case against Mr. Pourzand was
manufactured and exploited by hard-line conservatives in Iran’s clerical establishment in order to discredit
members of the reform movement.


http://iranhrdc.org/httpdocs/English/pdfs/Reports/Ctr+Alt+Delete%20--%20Iran's%20Response%20to%20the%20Internet.pdf
http://iranhrdc.org/httpdocs/English/pdfs/Reports/Covert%20Terror-Iran's-Parallel-Intelligence-Apparatus.pdf
http://iranhrdc.org/httpdocs/English/pdfs/Reports/Mockery-of-Justice_Aug08.pdf
http://iranhrdc.org/httpdocs/English/pdfs/Reports/Crimes-against-Humanity_Nov08.pdf
http://iranhrdc.org/httpdocs/English/pdfs/Reports/A-Faith-Denied_Dec06.pdf
http://iranhrdc.org/httpdocs/English/pdfs/Reports/Community-Under-Siege_Sep07.pdf
http://iranhrdc.org/httpdocs/English/pdfs/Reports/Condemned-by-Law_Nov08.pdf
http://iranhrdc.org/httpdocs/English/pdfs/Reports/Murder-at-Mykonos_Mar07.pdf
http://iranhrdc.org/httpdocs/English/pdfs/Reports/No-Safe-Haven_May08.pdf
http://iranhrdc.org/httpdocs/English/pdfs/Reports/Mockery-of-Justice_Aug08.pdf
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he Aadel (the Farsi word for “just”) Collection is a database of documents relating to the human rights situation in

Iran since 1979. The database includes documents collected during the course of the Center’s investigation and
reporting, as well as archives of Iranian newspapers, Khomeini’s speeches and other hard-to-obtain historical documents.
The Collection is available to human rights advocates, students, researchers, and historians around the world.

Put on-line in 2006, the Collection currently contains about 28,466 pages and is steadily growing as individuals and
organizations generously provide documents to be scanned for use by the world. The documents are searchable through
their entire text, or through keywords and dates where full-text searchability is not available.
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Interns and Volunteers

HRDC'’s internship program seeks to expose law and university students to international human rights law and

practice as well as the human rights situation in Iran. The Center hosted four interns from United States universities
and law schools during the summer of 2008, and two interns during the academic year. In June 2009, seven interns
from universities and law schools in the United States and Canada joined the Center for the summer. They worked on
development, conducted factual and legal research, drafted research memoranda and other documents, and contributed
to the expansion of the Center’s human rights database. They also enjoyed presentations by experts on international
law and Iran.

IHRDC has also been fortunate in attracting dedicated volunteers. Our volunteers worked on institutional development,
website development, research, scanning and coding documents for our database.

We are supremely grateful to our passionate interns and volunteers. They are vital to our mission.
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The IHRDC is grateful to the numerous contributions it has received from individuals. It gratefully
acknowledges the grants or in-kind contributions received from the following organizations:

The Achelis and Bodman Foundations

American Association of University Women

Anonymous

The Beckman Family Foundation

The Chicago Community Foundation

The Diamondston Foundation

Foley Hoag LLP, Washington and Boston Offices

Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada

Friends of the Scranton Memorial Library

The Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights
John Doar Foundation

King & Spalding LLP, New York Offices

The New York Community Trust

Rights and Democracy (Canada)

Scholars at Risk / International Institute of Education

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher, & Flom LLP

The Speakers Action Group

The U.S. State Department Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs and Human Rights and Democracy Fund
United Nations Study Group

The Vlock Family Foundation
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Owen M. FissOwen M. Fiss
Chair of the Board of Directors

Roya Hakakian
Secretary of the Board of Directors

John Lang
Chair of the Finance Committee

Ramin Ahmadi
Payam Akhavan
Roya Boroumand
Houshang Bouzari
Laura Dickinson
Lawrence Douglas
Tali Farhadian
Jonathan M. Freiman
Elizabeth T. Gray, Jr.
Ellen Lust-Okar
Andrea Christie Pizziconi
Martha L. Minow
Bruce Shapiro

John G. Simon
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Statement of Financial Position

Assets

Cash § 21,036

Prepaid expenses $ 14,324

Grants receivable $ 15,945

Promises to give and accounts receivable ~ $§ 1,420

Property and equipment, net $ 16,097
$ 68,822

Liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $ 11,728

Accrued salaries $ 11,149

Accrued vacation $ 11,055

Refundable advances $ 18.663

§ 52,595

Net assets

Unrestricted $ 16,227
$ 68.822

Statement of Activities

Unrestricted Net Assets:

Support and other revenue:

Grant income $525,624
Contributions $ 34,270
Donated revenue $ 36,892
Other revenue $ 8

Total $596.794
Expenses
Program $504,352
Management and general $ 73,835
Fundraising § 8.183
Total expenses $586.370
Change in net assets $ 10,424
Net assets, beginning § 5.803
Net assets, ending $ 16,227

These statements were audited by Beers, Hammerman & Company P.C.
and approved by the IHRDC Board of Directors on November 23, 2009.
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Contact Information:

Iran Human Rights Documentation Center
129 Church Street

Suite 304

New Haven, Connecticut

06510 U.S.A

Tel: 1 (203) 772 2218

Fax: 1 (203) 772 1782

E-mail: info@iranhrdc.org
Website: http://www.iranhrdc.org
Also connect to us on Facebook and Twitter.

The IHRDC welcomes donations or grants for human rights promotion from governments, non-governmental
organizations, and private persons. It does not accept any funding that is tied to a particular political party or
faction, or which requires support for a particular governmental policy, or that otherwise compromises the
IHRDC’s independence in the conduct of its mission. The Center is a tax-exempt organization under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Donations can be made through the website (www.iranhrdc.org) or
alternatively, personal checks made out to IHRDC can be mailed to the address above.
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Iran Human Rights Documentation Center
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