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From Liz Thurgood
in Tehran

A senior Iranian Government
official has=eemfemed that 46

Kurdish men, wlrmen. am'l
chitdren died in

ordered, but that preliminary
1nquines showed that the mas-
sacre had been committed by 1.
Iranians who lived in the pro-
e

last week in the pmvmce of
‘West Azerbaijan.

The massacre fook place on
Tuesday in_the small Kurdish
village of Garna, near
deh, where many hundreds of
Iranians were believed to have

The Eover B s Ve
sion of the e differed
sharply from the account given
by the Kurdish Democratic
Party, whiel=ives blamed the
massacre on memuexs of Aya-
tollah K Islamic
Guardsmen. aenlot KDP

b recently  showed

Kurds

a list naming the 46

and 'rurki’

In interview witir=—the
Jocal press yesterday, the gov.
emor-general of West Azerbai-
jan described the massacre as
haorrible, and said that these
people. who had lost relations
would be financially reimbursed.
Mr Jamshid Haghgou said that
an  invesligation had been

who had died.
The Kurds ll)elieved‘ that tfhe
ar
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were four women, and seven
chi]drzn aged between five and

Six men were also
beheaded

The massacre reportedly

r- occurred when the villagers

came out to welcome the Isla-
mic_Guardsmen. They were led
by Mullah Mahmoud, who was
carrying a copy of the Koran.
The Mullah, among those
beheaded, was the Jocal Imam
Jomeh, or leader of Friday
prayers. The killings were not
apparently the work of Ayatol.
lah Khal. i, whose summary
jushce in Kurdistan has dnwn

n
the ambush of a Governent
Army lorry last Monday at the
Doab Pass, in which 15 Islamic
Guards died.

Among_the victims of - the
Garna Kkilling, the KDP said,

© Guardian News and Media Limited

Human Eights Subcommisslnn
In Geneva.

In a statement released last
week, the commission called on
the Iramian Government to
ccase =mmmrediately *the re-

archive.guardian.co.uk/.../getFiles.asp?...

ported summary _executions
{put at around 80) of num-
erous Kurds in Iran.”

MeaffWHTTe, AVATONah Kho.
meini has underlined Irans
growing economic problel
an address  to millions _of

who had bled
sewerhout the countrty to
mourn those who died a year
carlier in what was known as
“the massacre of Black Fri-
day,” the Ayatollah sald that
Iranians had shed their blood
o= Islamic Republic, not
for “a cheaper melon or
house.”

His remarks were believed
to be directed at the country's
dwindling corps of economisls
who have criticised the Pravi-
sional Government's lack of
economic planning and indus-
trial vision. Rising prices, par-

tleularly of food, have caused
some unhappiness,

“ The struggle was waged for

- [slam,” Khomeini insisted, "It

is inconceivable that any one
would have sacrificed his son
for cheaper bread.”

Meanwhile, yesterday the
Government seized the assets
of Iran's two largest publishing
horses= in a move that
observers believed would effec-

tively ensure a subservient
press.
An official statement said

that the assets of Ettela’at and
Kayhan had been taken over
because their owners, whe had
both lefL the country after the
February uprising, had built
their publishing empires with
ill-gotten wealth, and used
their newspapers to support

the Shah. No value has been
put on the assets, which were
to be handed over to the Aya-
tollah  Bonyad-e-Mostazaffarin
(Foundation for the Poor).

The seizure of Ettela'at and
Kayhan left Bamdad as the
only Tehran newspaper with
anything approaching an in-
dependent  voice.  Bamdad,
which has received several
Government cautions in recent
weeks, was set up four years
age by staff who once worked
for Rastakhiz, the paper owned
by the Shah's one-party system.

Last month 27 papers were
closed in a2 move that led to
vinlent riating hetween sup-
porters of Avatallah Khomeini
and the secular Centre-Left.
Pifteen foreign correspondents
Ea\e also been expelled smce

une.
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