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1. Introduction

On August 12, 1979, only months after establishmétiie Islamic Republic of Iran, its leader Ayaabil
Ruhollah Khomeini cautioned a group of Muslim tesrshabout a common enemy:

They fear Islam. They fear Islamic law. They waot fslam to not exist, no matter what
the alternative is. This is conspiracy! Now thahggiracy has happened, we cannot see it
through until the end and accept the conspiradiég. issue is that of Islam and the
interest of Muslims. We cannot neglect it.

While he could have been referring to supporterthefrecently exiled Shah or members of opposition

leftist groups, he was commenting on Iranian Kurdseef the largest ethnic minority in the country.

The Kurds, almost all Muslims, had supported the revolution and sought some form of autonomy in post-
revolution Iran. Khomeini deemed any form of self-rule—by the Kurds as well as by other Iranian ethnic
minority peoples—as non-Islamic and therefore unacceptable.

Days after his speech, Khomeini issuethiava, or religious edict, ordering the military and the newly
created Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corpsfah-e Pasdarano crush the Kurds and take control of

the Kurdish regions in Northwestern Iran. For three weeks, government forces waged a brutal campaign,
surrounding towns with artillery and tanks, and bombing from the air. By the beginning of September,
they controlled the major towns, and the Kurdish fightpesiimergahad fled into the mountains from
where they continued to wage a guerilla campaign.

But Khomeini did not only send the military and members of the Revolutionary Guards. As an added
measure of terror, he dispatched his long-time comrade Ayatollah Sadegh Khalkhali to summarily try and
order the execution of the so-called rebels. Khalkhali, as the head of the newly formed Islamic
Revolutionary Court, was already known as “The Hanging Judge” due to his enthusiasm for holding
summary trials and issuing execution orders, including one to the exiled Shah.

For several weeks in August and September, as government troops took control of towns in the Kurdish
regions, Khalkhali and his deputies conducted trials of men, women and boys who had been arrested
without warrants or charges. He and his deputies briefly questioned the prisoners before convicting them
of crimes such as “corrupter on earth and at war with God and his prophet,” and expressing support for
Kurdish political parties, “direct participation in Mariwan’s events” and “gathering armed individuals”
before sending them to the firing squad. The entire process usually took only a day and sometimes was
completed in a matter of hours. Families were given no advance notice of the impending executions.
Many were told that their loved ones would be released, only to discover that they had been executed.
Some were forced to search for bodies in piles of corpses covered in ice. In some cases, families never
recovered the bodies. While the total number of executions is unknown, it was reported at the time that as
many as 80 people were executed in three weeks.

! Imam dar Didar ba A'zayih Anjuman-i Islamiyih Mu'aliman: Arzihyih Maktab Qayr az Suzandan-i Kharmgimast

meeting with the Islamic Society of the Teachers: Offering an Ideology is Separate and Apart from Burning (Farmer’s) Harvest],
KAYHAN, [Aug. 19, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html

2 SeeThurgood,ranian Forces Pursue Retreating Kurd3uARDIAN, Sept. 6, 1979, at 7 (reporting 80 executioBsiath in the
Afternoon, EconomisT, Sept. 1, 1979 (reporting 68 executignayailable athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-
documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html




Iranian newspapers reported on Khalkhali's brutadibhd the news of the executions eventually spread
around the world. A photograph of the executiondbimen taken in the town of Sanandaj (on the cover
of this report) won a Pulitzer Prize in 1980, arakva dramatic illustration of the new regime’s &lityt

and lack of respect for human life. The U.N. Suboussion on Human Rights condemned the
executions. While Khalkhali was ultimately removieain his post as head of the Revolutionary Court—
after having ordered the executions of hundregeofeived political opponents—he remained an Istami
Republic insider. The Islamic Republic never lawgdlan inquiry or investigation into the human right
violations and crimes Khalkhali committed in therigsh regions under the direction of Khomeini.

This report provides a detailed account of Khalkkainlawful summary trials and executions in the
Kurdish regions of Iran during August and Septendiet979. The report begins with a brief descriptio
of the history and rich culture of Iranian Kurdshelsecond section examines the post-revolutionary
period during which escalating tensions cumulatedhomeini’'s desperat@atwathat led to the military
campaign and executions. This section describedkKaliis visits to five towns—Paveh, Mariwan,
Sanandaj, Saggez, and Mahabad — and includes mdeavithess testimony as well as contemporaneous
press accounts. This is followed by a brief sectipalyzing the regime’s violations of its respoilgiés
under international and Iranian law to respect yymarson's right to life, to a fair trial, to freshs of
expression and association, and to redress.

This report captures only one brutal episode anmmagy that the Islamic Republic perpetrated in the
Kurdish regions, as well as the rest of Iran. Taglés and killings continued in the Kurdish regipand
eventually blossomed into a full-scale war thatddsfor years. Iranian Kurds, as well as other iethn
minorities, continued to work to preserve theirtardl and political rights, and the Islamic Repabli
continued to arrest, torture and imprison Kurds.

® Mahabad

® Saqqez

Sanandaj
°

° .
Mariwan

Map of Western Iran highlighting the location oivies discussed in this repor}.




2. Thelranian Kurds

Since the end of World War |, the territory of whatknown as Kurdistan—"land of the Kurds"—has
been divided among Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Syria, dmel former Soviet Union. It is famously rugged and
beautiful mountainous terrain. The Iranian Kurdisgions are located in Northwest Iran on the barder
with Iraqg and Turkey, and are comprised of Kurdist&ermanshah, and parts of llam and West
Azerbaijan provinces.

While it is difficult to know exactly how many Kusdive in Iran, during the 2Dand beginning of the
21% centuries, Kurds have represented about 12% ofslqopulatior?. About seventy-five percent of
Kurds are Sunni Muslimbthough the percentage decreases in Iran. It hes feported that about half of
Iranian Kurds are Sunni Muslims. The vast majodfythe other half are Shi'a Muslims, the official
religion of the Islamic Republic of Irah.

Kurds have been living in the Persian state foeadt 400 years, as the Western border of whatvisthe
Islamic Republic of Iran that was created in 1638 hot changed much. During the Pahlavi regime,
overthrown in the 1979 revolution, the central goweent in Tehran insisted that the Kurds are amidra
people, like the Persians. Kurdish languages avdigigions of the Iranic branch of the Indo-Eurapea
family of languages, making Persian the closestomiinguagé. The main language in the Kurdish
regions of Iran is South Kurmaniji, or Sorani, alth a few Kurds speak North Kurmanji, or Bahdinani.
For the last hundred years, Kurds, like other ettminorities in Iran, have experienced high lewafls
poverty that include lack of education and medizak. In the mid-1970s, about 30% of Kurdish fasili
lived below the poverty line, compared to about 2if%amilies in the central provinces of Iran.

Iranian Kurds share a long, complex history wit@ Kurds in other countries that is defined by tee of
their lands as battle grounds for territorial, otdd, and resource wars between empires. Much ef th
early history is unknown and sometimes disputedwéi@r, there is evidence that agriculture was
invented in the Kurdish mountains in 10,000 BC, #mat the first city-states existed by 8,000 BCeTh
Indo-European, Iranic culture that defines the KSuablay began with the integration of the firstany
invading groups: the Aryans—mostly Medes and Seythi—who invaded in waves between 1500 BC
and 300 AD, and used their numerical and martiegngth to overwhelm the old Kurdish culture.
Invasions continued until the ¥ @entury, when Kurds began emigrating from the kalrdegions and
founded powerful, culturally rich kingdoms througitahe Middle East. However, by the beginning of
the 13" century, Turkic nomads were using Kurdistan asmidor to reach and destroy the Byzantine
Empire, and, in the process, decimating Kurdishucel Kurdish culture steadily declined until the
beginning of the ZDcentury®

The decline can be attributed to at least two mégotors: (1) the century of war, beginning in 1514
between the revived Persian Empire, under the #fasgnd the Ottomans; and (2) the initiation af se
transport at the beginning of the™&entury The Safavids established a new Persian empire(t. 18
expansion was challenged by the Ottoman Empireghwigsulted in a century of war until the Treaty of
Zohab was signed in 1639. The Kurdish regions weréhe middle of the two warring sides. The
Safavids used a “scorched earth” policy in the Kalrdareas, destroying homes and agricultural

3 MEHRDAD R. Izapy, THE KURDS: A CONCISEHANDBOOK 117, 119 (1992).

4 DAVID McDowALL, A MODERNHISTORY OF THEKURDS 10 (2005).

5|1zaDY, supranote 3, at 132-33.

51d. at 167, 198; NDER ENTESSAR KURDISH ETHNONATIONALISM 4 (1992).

"1zapY, supranote 3, at 172.

8 ENTESSAR supranote 6, at 6-7 (citing Akbar AghajaniaBthnic Inequality in Iran An Overview INT'L J. OF MIDDLE EAST
Srtup. 15 (May 1983)).

° 1zADY, supranote 3, at 23-24, 32-34, 41-46.



livelihoods. Both empires forcibly deported hugemniers of Kurds, often to their borders to act as

buffers against invasiofi.

In addition, once Vasco da Gama sall
across the Cape of Good Hope in 14
international commerce shifted to the s
rendering long-standing Kurdish tra
routes and markets irrelevant. This sh
caused severe economic decline, not o
due to the collapse of markets for Kurdi
goods but also to the disintegration of t
infrastructure that supported trade includi
roads and educated bureaucrats. A po
vacuum in Persia enabled the Ottomans
annex all of the Kurdish regions in the mi
18" century. Nadir Shah’s challenge to t
Ottomans resulted in the further deportati
of tribes and destruction of cities an
towns™!

In 1920, Ismail Agha Simko, a tribal chief
called for an independent Kurdistan af
took control, to varying degrees, of much

the Iranian Kurdish areas. He surrendered

7
al

Sazman-i Ingilabiyih
Zahmatkishan-i Kurdistan-i
Iran (the Organization cc)f
Revolutionary  Toilers

ft Iranian Kurdistan) oKomala

| announced its existenge
following the 1979
revolution. Led by Kurdis
activists  including Foa
Mostafa Soltani, Abdulla

t Mohtadi and Sedi

Kamangar, Komala was &
deftist organization that sought to emulate the nébég
fievolution by sending cadres to rural areas to atduthg
gmasses. In 1980, party leaders set up operatiorige

mountain ranges between Iran and Iraq, and evd?ylrjal

found sanctuary in Irag and Western Europe.] In
 September 1983omalajoined smaller leftist parties Jo

dorm the Communist Party of Iran (CPI). However]in
p2000, it broke away and is currently based] in

tgoleymaniyeh, Iraq, where it is led by Abdullah Nbadi.

the army of Reza Khan in 1924 and pledggd
his allegiance to the man when he became
Reza Shah in 1925. Reza Shah’s policy of unitihgh& peoples in Iran under a Persian identitytted
repression of Kurdish culture, as well as that thieo ethnic minorities. The central government rid
allow Kurdish languages to be used in educatioblipispeech or publications, closed many Kurdish
schools, and imposed European-style dress codksimis (as well as all Iranians). Reza Shah aldedai
to molgernize the Kurdish regions: no new roadsaotofries were built in the Kurdish regions duririg h
reign.

In 1945, Qazi Muhammad transformed #@mala-e Zhian-e Kurdista(Society for the Resurrection of
Kurdistan) known aomala that had been established in 1942 into the Kurddsimocratic Party
(KDP).® A new Komala party was created, this time with a strong Markisninist stancé? A few
months later, in January 1946, KDP (with the suppbithe Soviet Union, which occupied that part of
Iran at the time) established a Kurdish RepubliMachabad, a city in West Azerbaijan Province. Known
as the Mahabad Republic, the Republic was disbabgiddanian troops 11 months later in December
1946. They hung President Qazi Muhammad and manfifaides in Mahabad's public square.
Although short-lived, the Mahabad Republic estdigiisa government bureaucracy, restored Kurdish as
the official language, and replaced the police wWitidish fighters gfeshmergp®™

The KDP party was forced underground. In the 198@s¢perienced a resurgence and changed its name
to the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan (POi<IKDPI) in an effort to distinguish itself fromeh

1%1d. at 49-51.

11d. at 49-50, 54.

12 ENTESSAR Ssupranote 6, at 12-14.

31d. at 16-23.

14| zaDY, supranote 3, at 211.

151d. at 65; BNTESSAR supranote 6, at 23. Kurds and others use the eshmergdo refer to Kurdish fighters.
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party Mustafa Barzani established in Iraq. The Kid@s considered moderately left-wing and, except fo
the year when the Mahabad Republic existed, adedcatitonomy for Kurdistan “within a democratic
Iran.™®

Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, Reza Shah's son whaoptoeer in 1941 upon his father’'s abdication,
continued his father’'s efforts to rule the counfigm Tehran. Persian was the official languagelin a
government matters and all printed media and bdokanian Kurds report being denied the right to wea
traditional Kurdish clothes, speak Kurdish, or wrénd publish Kurdish language literature. The Shah
government imprisoned many Kurds for their politietivities'®

Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI or KDPI) was
founded in Mahabad on August 16, 1945. Four motdtey, in
January 1946, the Party established the short-lRepublic of
Kurdistan,” also known as the “Republic of MahabBade Iranian
army destroyed the Republic 11 months later, #fieiSoviet army
withdrew from the region.

The PDKI supported the 1979 revolution against $mah, and
declared its presence in February 1979, but soerafaul of the
Islamic Republic. Led by Dr. Abdul Rahman Ghassemlthe
party unsuccessfully sought some form of autononiypiw the
Islamic state. Its leaders eventually fled the ¢guto Iraq and
Western Europe.

3. After the February 1979 Islamic Revolution

Iranian Kurds largely supported the Islamic Reviolut Upon the victorious return to Iran of Ayatdila
Ruhollah Khomeini in February 1979, many ethnic enites throughout the country, to varying degrees,
armed and unarmed, struggled for some form of amgyti® There were between three and five million
Iranian Kurds; a third lived in Kurdistan Provinaed most of the remaining two thirds lived in West
Azerbaijan and Kermanshah Provinc8s.

In the Kurdish regions, the long-suppressed political parties, inclkainglaand KDPI, moved quickly

to advocate for some form of local secular autonomy. In mid-February, newly appointed Prime Minister
Mehdi Bazargan sent a delegation to Mahabad, the site of the old Mahabad Republic, to discuss the
demands of Kurdish leaders. Headed by Dariush Forouhar, the delegation met with a delegation of five
Kurds, including Dr. Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou, a KDPI leader. The two sides reportedly signed an
eight-point agreement that included the creation of a regional Kurdish government that would have

16

1" EnNTESSAR supranote 6, at 28.

18 See, e.g.IHRDC Interview with Azad Saqqgezi (Feb. 1, 2011) (on file with IHRDC) [hereinafter Saqgezi Interview]
(explaining how he was expelled from high school for wearing traditional Kurdish dress and relating that at the time of the
Islamic Revolution, two of his brothers were political prisoners in Qasr and Evin prisons [one was sentenced to death and the
other to eight years in prison], and that he and his sister had case files pending due to their political associations).

19DAvID MENASHRI, IRAN: A DECADE OFWAR AND REVOLUTION 89-92 (1990).

20d. at 89; DLIP HIRO, IRAN UNDER THEAYATOLLAHS 111 (1987).



Abdul Rahman
Ghassemlou (1930-
1989) was the Secrets
General of the
Democratic Party ¢
Iranian Kurdistan
(PDKI) for 16 year:

until his assassination
1989. He had a Ph. in
Economics and was ¢
Associate Professor
Paris and Prague. Unc
his leadership, th
secular PDKI supporte
the 1979 revolution. However, the party urged
followers no totake part in the referendum
whether an “Islamic Republic” should be establis
in Iran. Ghassemlowas elected to the Assembly
the Experts but was not permitted to take his ¢
In the early 1980s, Ghassemlou moved to
mountains shared by Iran and Iran that were u
Kurdish controland eventually fled to Euro.

In 1989, he agreed to negut with representative
of the Islamic Republic in Vienna. The Kurdi
delegation also included Abdullah Gha-Azar (a
member of the PDKI Central Committee) and Fi
Rassoul (an Iragi professor who had actec
mediator). Tehran’s delegation includecchammed
Jafar Sahraroudi, Hadji Moustafawi, and Al
Mansur Bozorgian. On the second day
negotiations, the three members of the Kur
delegation were shot to death. Among the Isle
Republic representatives, only Sahraroudi
slightly injured. The killers have never bee
prosecuted.

control overlocal matters, and use Kurdish
peshmergaas the locakecurity force* But, in
response to Forouha report, the centr:
government in Tehran/Qonindicated that it
would not make any decisions regarding
Kurds until a constituent assembly was crei®
It reportedly later said th an independent
Kurdistan was “out of the questio® Kurds
took control of the Mahabad military base
skirmishes betweengovernment forces ar
Kurds broke out in Mahabad and Sanai, the
capital of Kurdistan Provincgé.

On March 18, duringhe Persian New Yee
Nowruz a fiece battle broke ouin Sanandaj
between peshmergaand government forc,

which usechelicopter gunship® It was reported
that at least 20(people were kille and many
more injured® Kurds throughout Kurdista
demonstrated their support of the people
Sanandaj by participating in public prote:
After the Sanandaj battleknown as Blody
Nowruz few Kurds whosupported Khomeir
before the Rvolution remained supporters of

new regimé’

A ceasefire was declared on Marct.?® Tehran
government representatives, including Mohai
Hossein Beh&hti and Abolhassan Bani Samet

with Kurdish leadersincluding Sheikh Ezzedin
Hosseini, a charismatic spiritual and politic
Kurdish Sunni leadér’. The two side agreed that
Kurdish and Persian would be taudn schools
in the Kurdish regionslocal government woul
be administrated by eted Kurdish
representatives, and Kurds would participat:
drafting the new constitutiodbrahim Younesi, i

2 ENTESSAR supranote 6, at 35; SROL PRUNHUBER, THE PASSION AND DEATH OF RAHMAN THE KURD, DREAMING KURDISTAN

50-51 (2009).

22 PRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 54 (citinge Mond,, Mar. 23, 1979).

23

Thurgood, Four Die as Iran Purge Continu,

GUARDIAN, Feb. 21, 1979, at 8, available at

http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/humaights-documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html

24 ENTESSAR supranote 6, at 35; RUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 51-54.
25 HIrRO, supranote 20, at 11IPRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 54-55.
26 Kurdish Rebels Tighten Hold on Iranian (, BALT. SUN, Mar. 22, 1979available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/hum-

rights-documents/3507-197&wspapers.htr.

27|HRDC Interview with Rauf Kaabi (Feb. 21, 2011) (e with IHRDC) [hereinaler Kaabi Interview].

28 Kurdish Rebel Fighting HaltedGuarDpIAN, Mar. 23, 1979, at Gvailable athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/hum-rights-
documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html

21zaDY, supranote 3, at 69, 21BanandaBihvasilihyih Shawrayih 11 Nafari Idarih MishavfBanand: Will Be Governed by
an 11-Member Council], KrHAN, [Mar. 26, 1979] available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/humaights-documents/3507-
1979-newspapers.html




Kurd, was appointed governor general of Kurdistaovince®® The central government also decided
formally to not use army troops to quell internéthréc rebellions. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps Gepah-e Pasdaran-e Enghelab-e Es)amsbommonly known asSepah,and its members as
pasdaranwas to take care of internal security.

Despite the apparent agreement, skirmishes comntjrared at the urging of the KDPI, the majority of

Kurds boycotted the national referendum on the fofrgovernment that was held on March 30 and 31.
The overwhelming majority of people who voted thgbaut Iran voted to form an Islamic republic, and

the Islamic Republic of Iran was declared on Aprif

Sheikh Hosseini met with Khomeini
Sepah-e Pasdaran-e Enghelab-e | in April and again asked for autonomy
Eslami or Sepahwas formed by in the Kurdish regions. Khomeini
order of Ayatollah Khomeini in latp countered that he asked for “security
February 1979. He ordered Hisof Kurdistan.®® On or about April 9,
followers to “form an army undgqr Khomeini sent a delegation headed by
the name of Sepah-e Enghelagp Ayatollah Kermani to negotiate with
made up of responsible people whonilitary officers who were staging a
believed in the revolution in ordgr sit-in at the military base in Saggez—
to protect the bloody achievemeftsa town in Iran’s Kurdistan Province—
of the revolution.” Sepah was] to protest the violence against the
intended to work with the militarj Kurds®* Ettelaat newspaper, a
among the people, and if necessgrypational daily, reported that the matter
aid the military, the police ang was resolved’
gendarmerie without interfering in their mandates.

The cycle of battles and fruitless
negotiations continued, however. In
late June 1979, Kurds fought wifrasdaranin three Kurdish cities, leaving 12 defdn early July,
Khomeini sent a delegation headed by Ayatollahsaand Kermani to Sanandaj in an effort to garner
support from Sunni clerics, including Ahmad Mofiied, the leader of thélaktab-e Korart
Established in 1977, thdaktab-e Koranwvas a Sunni Islamimaktab(school) established by Moftizadeh
(also known as Allameh Moftizadeh) in Mariwan arah&ndaj that later spread across Iranian Kurdistan.
TheMaktabpromoted Islam based on the Koran and the Prap8eatinain order to better familiarize the

30 EnTESSAR supranote 6, at 36tran Bows to Kurd Demand$uarDIAN, Mar. 26, 1979, at 4urdish-Iranian Truce Brings
Peace to Western CitBALT. SuN, Mar. 24, 1979available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts¢3507-
1979-newspapers.html

31 Hiro, supranote 20, at 127. Khomeini creat8dpahin April 1979 with the following mission: “Keepingrder in cities and
provinces, preventing instigations and conspiragesventing sabotages in the government and ratadfices, public places,
and embassies, preventing the penetration of opmisttand anti-revolutionary elements in the sgciexecuting the interim
government’s orders and the verdicts of the Spésliminic Courts.”Az Viranihhayih Savak Ta Shabakiyih Artishiyih Azim
Bakhsh-i AvvaJFrom SAVAK's Ruins to a Massive Military NetworkPRart 1], Radio Farda, Aug. 16, 20@oted inlRAN
HUMAN RIGHTS DOCUMENTATION CENTER (IHRDC), NO SAFE HAVEN: IRAN'S GLOBAL ASSASSINATIONCAMPAIGN 11-12(2008),
available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/publications/rem#8152-no-safe-haven-iran-s-global-assassinatiarpaan.html
32 ENTESSAR supranote 6, at 30; Mk R. KEDDIE, MODERNIRAN: ROOTS ANDRESULTS OFREVOLUTION 247(2003).

33 ENTESSAR supranote 6, at 33.

34 Muzakirat-i Hiya't-i Izamiyih Imam Khomeini ba Nizéyan-i Mutahasin Hamchinan Idamih Dargiegotiations Between
Imam Khomeini’'s Delegation and the Military Men @iteg a Sit-in Continues]ETTELAAT, [Apr. 9, 1979],available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html

% Ashrar-i Khuy Sarkub ShudanfiThe Thugs of Khuy Were Crushed], TELAAT, [Apr. 12, 1979], available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$#3507-1979-newspapers.himl

%8 Hiro, supranote 20, at 127.

87 Az Suyih Hiy'at-i Izamiyih Imam Khomeini bih Sanapd/az'-i Rihaniyan-i Kurdistan Barrisi Shugfhe Situation of the
Clerics of Kurdistan was Assessed by the DelegaSent by Imam Khomeini], BELAAT, [July 9, 1979],available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html
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masses with the faitf.Ahmad Moftizadeh and
Ayatollah Ruhollah | Maktab-e Koransupported Khomeini's Islamic
Khomeini (1902-1989) regime after the revolutiofi.

was the leader of the
Islamic Revolution anq On July 16, about 30 people died (including
the first Supreme Leadgr apparently 13pasdarai during a skirmish in

of the Islamic Republi¢ Mariwan that ended with the Kurds in control of
of Iran. He was born intp the town. On July 21, Khomeini lifted the ban on
a family of Shi'a] the use of military troops against what he termed
scholars, and like hip rebels!?® In July, the central government began
father, became sending an increasing number of troops to
Islamic jurist and leading Kurdistan to take back territory held by Kurds,
Shi‘a  scholar.  Th¢ including the Mahabad military ba$e.

Shah’s government se
him into exile him in the mid-1960s, and he liv

t

i National elections for the Assembly of Experts
Turkey, Iraq and France until his triumphant retpriof the Constitution, charged with drafting a
to Iran in February 1979. He won the natiophatonstitution for the new Islamic Republic, took
referendum in a landslide and became the Supfeplace at the beginning of Auguét. Dr.
Leader, the highest political position in Iran, alinj Ghassemlou, leader of the KDPI, was elected to
he held for the rest of his life. In August 197@,|h the Assembly but Khomeini did not allow him to
issued afatwa ordering the military to crush tHe take his sedt

Kurds who were advocating for some form jof

secular autonomy within the Islamic state thaln mid-August, Kurds staged a sit-in in Ghuri-
Khomeini was in the process of creating. Galeh—a village near Paveh, a small town in
Kermanshah Province near the Iran-Iraq border
—and demanded local control over security and gewere! The sit-in ended in battleEttelaat
newspaper reported that in the early morning of usaidl3, “a group of people attacked Paveh and set
siege to the city” and that the fighting betweea plasdaranand “invaders” continued. Theasdaran
requested assistance from their office in the aftflermanshaf®

38 Darbarih [About], MakTAB-E KORAN, available athttp://maktabquran?.com »/.

3% MOHAMMAD SAYAR, TANHASANGAR| BAZMANDIH AZQIYAM [THE ONLY STRONGHOLD LEFT FROM THE UPRISING 3 (2010).

40 Thurgood, Kurds Seize Border Town in Renewed Iran Fightif@arpian, July 16, 1979, at Savailable at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docume£3507-1979-newspapers.htidiro, supranote 20, at 127.

4 Thurgood, Kurdish Leader Fears Reprisal GuAarDIAN, July 30, 1979, at 5, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html

42 PRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 70, 77.

3 KeDpDIE, supranote 32, at 247.

44 Mutihasinin dar Farmandariyih Paveh Khastar-i Tagmi-i Artish ShudandThose Staging a Sit-in at Paveh’s Governor
Office Demanded Strengthening of the Military]TTELAAT, [Aug. 14, 1979];Shurish dar Karand[Uprising in Karand],
ETTELAAT, [Aug. 16, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts£3507-1979-newspapers.html
45 Buhran-i Paveh Uj Girift[Crisis in Paveh Escalated]TEELAAT, [Aug. 16, 1979]. The Kurds were not alone in &uly
seeking some form of autonomy. In August, Ayatolldiomeini sent Hassan Lahuti to Ahvaz to deal with demands of
Khuzestan’s Arab minority, Seyyed Mahmoud Taleghariurkmen Sahra to address the Turkmen minaaitg, other clerics to
Tabriz and Orumiyeh to calm the Azeri minority, asehd reports back to Khomeiisiee Ayatollah Lahuti dar Ahvaz: Bayn-i
Arab va Ajam Fasilih NisfAyatollah Lahuti in Ahvaz: There Are No Differere®etween the Arabs and PersiansjTHEAAT,
[May 15, 1979];Ikhtar-i Ayatollah Taleghani Darbarihyih Amilan-iadayi’i Turkmen Sahra, Kurdistan va JunfilWarning by
Ayatollah Taleghani about the Actors of the Incigeim Turkmen Sahra, Kurdistan and the SouthfeEaAT, [Aug. 4, 1979];
Hay'ati az Suyih Dadgah-i Ingilab Varld-i Orumiy&hud[A Delegation Sent by the Revolutionary Court EateOrumiyeh],
ETTELAAT, [Aug. 11, 1979];lttila’iyih Dadsitan-i Inqilab: Haqayiqgi darbarihyin Vagayi'i Orumiyeh[Announcement of the
Revolutionary Prosecutor: Truths about the Inciderib Orumiyeh], ETLEAAT, [Aug. 11, 1979], available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html
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On August 16, following a 48-hour battle, Kurd figts took control of Pavefi.The following day,
August 17, it was reported that government forcesevstill under siege. Khomeini angrily condemned
what he deemed the government forces’ lack of ‘igianary enthusiasm” in the Kurdish regions. On
national radio and television, he angrily desigddianself Commander-in-Chief and ordered the armed
forces to take action against the “Kurdish conspisi within 24 hours?

The next day, Saturday, Ayatollah Khomeirgswaagainst the Kurds was published kayhan
newspaper, a paper with national circulation. Téigva ordered the armed forces to advance toward
Paveh with canons, tanks, and fully armed groumdef® within 24 hours. Khomeini further ominously
warned that if anyone were to disobey his ordewbeld “deal with them in a revolutionary wa$f The
fatwa, dated August 18, read in full:

In the name of God, the compassionate the merciful,

Requests have been made on behalf of differentpgrani the armed forces and the
Pasdaranand honorable people for me to order [the foreesjo towards Paveh and end
the clashes. | thank them and warn the governmiemtarmed forces and the Police that,
if within the next 24 hours, a move towards Pawehat made with canons, tanks, and
equipped forces, | consider all responsible.

As the head of the armed forces, | order the hédldecarmy headquarters to dispatch to
the region immediately, fully equipped, and | orddir the bases of the military and
Police to not waste time and not wait for anotheteo and dispatch to Paveh with full
equipment. | order the government to immediatelgviote for the dispatching of the
pasdaran.Until further notice, | consider the armed foraesponsible for this violent
killing, and if they disobey my order, | will dealith them in a revolutionary manner.
Repeated messages from the region say that thengoesat and the armed forced are not
taking any actions so [l| announce] that if a pesitaiction does not take place within the
next 24 hours, | will hold the heads of the miltand police responsibfé.

The fatwa shocked many in Iran’s Kurdish regions. A Kurdiglsident of Mariwan recalls: “Khomeini
did not issue datwa for Jihad (Holy War) against the monarchist government. Nk he issue one
during the eight long years his regime fought Saddda’athist regime. But he issuedatwa for Jihad
against his own Kurdish, Muslim countrymefi.”

There was reliable evidence that reports of urireSinandaj were fal¥ebut Khomeini’sfatwainitiated
three weeks of an intense government campaigrkéodantrol of the Kurdish regions. Defense Minister

8 Hiro, supranote 20, at 130; FRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 77Dustbin of Death Awaits Left, Warns KhomgiBUARDIAN,
Aug. 17, 1979, at Gvailable athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html

47 PRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 77-78.

8 ran Troops Sweep into Kurd TowBALT. SUuN, Aug 19. 1979available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-
documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html

¢ Farman-i Imam bih Unvan-i Ra'is-i Kull-i Quva darblyih Havadis-i PaveHOrder of Imam as Commander in Chief
Regarding the Events in Paveh]Awdan, [Aug. 18, 1979],available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-
documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html

50 |HRDC Interview with Abdullah Mostafa Soltani (Fet0, 2011) (on file with IHRDC) [hereinafter Abdath Mostafa Soltani
Interview].

51 MENASHRI, supra note 19, at 90 (citing newspaper reports). Thém&minister Mir—Hossein Mousavi reportedly later
admitted that the campaign was based on false tepdd. (citing KavyHan, [May 7, 1983]), available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html
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The Revolutionary Court was created by Khomeilll
in February 1979 to try “such acts that benefieign
agents and the detested Pahlavi regime, ... hav
major role in looting and wasting the public funtia
disrupting the economy of the country, and attengp
an armed attack or murdering or injuring

imprisoning the people as of late, or having rels
against national interest with foreigners or angmf
of forced assault on the virtue of the people.”
appointed Ayatollah Khalkhali as the head of
Court. The Initial code of Formation and Procedoir
the Revolutionary Court, ratified by the Isla
Revolutionary Council on April 1, 1979, anticipal
that the Court would be dissolved once it perforn
its duties.

However, the Court became permanent on Ma
1983 (the Law to Determine the Jurisdiction of
Revolutionary Prosecutor Offices and Courts) un
the supervision of the Judiciary. Its jurisdictiaas
expanded to include crimes related to “internal
external securitynuharibihand sowing corruption o
earth,” “assassination attempts on political offisj”
“all crimes pertaining to narcotics and smugglin
“murder, imprisonment, and torture with the intent
of strengthening the Pahlavi regime and crushireg
combating of the Iranian masses,” and “stealingnf
the coffers.” The Revolutionary Court continues
crush dissent in Iran.

[
b corrupters on eartH.

nedrged Kurds to hunt down and turn

ang
[0)

Mustafa Chamran led the assa&dltThe
military, under the command of General
Valiollah  Falahi, and the pasdaran

ngramediately surrounded Paveh and attacked it

with heavy artillery, fighter jets and

li helicopters. They took control of the town on

orSunday, August 19. Hundreds of people were
killed, and the victorious troops systematically
seized houses and arrested pedpkhomeini
Hbanned the KDPI and declared that Dr.
h&hassemlou and Sheik Ezzedin Hosseini were

dn a radio broadcast on August 20, Khomeini
in
members of the KDPI. The radio also
roadcast the sounds of demonstrators
h houting for the executions of Dr. Ghassemlou
d%nd Sheikh Hosseini at Tehran funerals for
Yasdaran killed in Kurdistar®™® Khomeini’s
orried government expelled three foreign
rrespondents the following day and expelled
many more foreign journalists over the course
of the next month, closing the Associated
' press office on SeptembePSDemonstrators
in the Kurdish regions called for the release of

;hﬂll prisoners,

®n August 22, Khomeini offered a pardon to
members of the KDPI who agreed to “follow
the path of Islam” and give up their weapons,

=)

and included in the offer one day of oil

revenue (about US $70 million) to the Kurds for @lepment? The Kurds declined and government
forces continued to pour into the region. They teoktrol of the towns of Sanandaj and Saggez by the
end of August, and Mahabad and Sardasht (a citherran-Iraq border) by early Septembefhere
were reportedly 110,000 troops in the Kurdish regiat that point’ National newspapers, including

52 Chamran Juziyat-i Havadis-i Paveh ra Tashrih Ké@hamran Explained the Details of Paveh Incide®fyHAN, [Aug. 20,

1979],available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-

docums#3507-1979-newspapers.html

53 PRUNHUBER, supra note 21, at 77-79See JOMHOURI-E ESLAMI,

[Aug. 19, 1979](reporting that about 180 soldiers were

deployed from Tehran and Isfahan, and that 150Ipeegre injured, killed or captured).

54 ENTESSAR supranote 6, at 34; RUNHUBER supranote 21, at 80.

%5 Iran's Leaders Move in to Crush Opposition Presd Rarties GUARDIAN, Aug. 21, 1979 (reporting that authorities shuwvdo
opposition newspapers and ordered opposition pgart@ turn in weapons seized during Februargyailable at

http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-197

9-newspapers.himl

56 Thurgood, Iranian Forces Pursue Retreating Kurd&uARrDIAN, Sept. 6, 1979, at Aranians Expel Three Journalists
GUARDIAN, Aug. 22, 1979available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docume£3507-1979-newspapers.html

57 PRUNHUBER, supra note 21, at 80Khomeini Offers Oil Reve
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums#¢3507-197

nue to KurdSUARDIAN, Aug. 23, 1979, at Gavailable at
9-newspapers.html

8 PRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 81.
59 ENTESSAR supranote 6, at 37.
0 Hiro, supranote 20, a130.
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Kayhan and Ettelaat reported on an almost daily basis on the bombofgkurdish towns, killing of
civilians, and executions. Foreign journalists weaened from the aréa.

The army reported on August 24 that it had takemtrob of the
town of Saqge?’ In Tehran, Ayatollah Taleghani, general
considered moderate, in a speech to mark the eriRapfadan,
announced the central government’s position thatikthrds must
be punished, that there was no place for themhasrévolution is
an Islamic one and everybody who chooses anottiermpast be
suppressed.” At that point, it was estimated ti@Q people had
been killed and 80 executed in the Kurdish regfdns.

On August 26, a Kurdish delegation met Khomeinrespntatives| sheikh Ezzedin Hosseini (1922-
and offered a five-point plan: (1) immediate remavaAyatollah | 2011) was a Kurdish spiritu
Khalkhali from the Kurdish regions; (2) an end teeeutions of | |eader and the Friday Prayer leafier
Kurdish militants and activists; (3) replacementnoin-Kurdish | in Mahabad. Before the 1919
pasdaranwith Kurds; (4) a ceasefire; and (5) a conferete] reyolution, he led protests agaifst
discuss Kurdish autonomy within the Islamic statéomeini | the Shah’s government. In the egfly
rejected the demands, refused to negotiate and-Egjattoleslam | years after the revolution, Sheikh
Hosseini Kermani to lead the crushing of the Kufdsle was | Ezzedin was a principal Kurdigh
quoted as warning the Kurdish leaders that “We huity you if | negotiator and enjoyed the suppprt
you do not disappear.” He proclaimed that “[T]hentnal rebels | of Komala He died in Februar
of Kurdistan must be annihilated. If the enemy @ worushed| 2011 in Sweden, where he hrd

soon, | will personally go to Kurdistan and end tékellion.®® spent the prior 20 years living |n

exile.

On August 25, it was reported that Kurdish forcesendug in and
controlled the roads into Mahabad. Fighting waoregal about 20 miles outside the dityrhe army kept
moving closer until on August 30, it was reporthdttit surrounded the city and that fighting hadddi
down for three days while negotiations took pla€ke government reported that it had reached an
agreement with the Kurds that would allow it to eenMahabad! The Kurds denied that any such
agreement had been reached and vowed to figheterttf®

During Friday prayers on August 31, Ayatollah Télagi reiterated Khomeini’'s call to the seemingly-
reluctant army to crush the Kurds. He warned thfttHe army is unable to intervene because of
weakness, the entire nation will march to Mahalf4drhe military attacked Mahabad on Monday,

51 PRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 75.

62 Kurds Lose Mountain Stronghol@uARDIAN, Aug. 25, 1979, at Hvailable athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-
documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html

63 Nassir Shirkhanl,Iran Pounds Rebel Stronghold in Air AttaclguarRDIAN, Aug. 24, 1979, at 4, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$#3507-1979-newspapers.himi

54 ENTESSAR supranote 6, at 37; RUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 82Khomeini Kills Hopes for Peace in KurdestaBUARDIAN,
Aug. 29, 1979, at &vailable athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docume£3507-1979-newspapers.html

5 PrRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 82 (quotinige Monde Aug. 30, 1979)See alsihomeini Kills Hopes for Peace in Kurdestan
GUARDIAN, Aug. 29, 1979, at 8,available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$$3507-1979-
newspapers.htmi

56 Kurds Lose Mountain Stronghgl@uARDIAN, Aug. 25, 1979, at Bvailable athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-
documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html

5 Thurgood, Tehran Offers Peace to Kurds GuarDiAN, Aug. 30, 1979, at 6, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$#3507-1979-newspapers.himil

% Thurgood, Iran Brings in Tanks to Force Kurdish SurrendeGuarDiAN, Aug. 31, 1979, at 8available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$#3507-1979-newspapers.himi

69 Thurgood, Khomeini  “will bury” Kurd Rebels GuarDIAN, Sept. 1, 1979, at, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-1979-newspapers.html
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September 3, after two weeks of besieging the Uitigh heavy artillery and air power, it took coritro
after only several hour§.The fall of Mahabad, the stronghold of Kurdishimaalism, was a major blow
to the Kurdish fighters, who fled into the mountiithe army left Mahabad to take control of thelsma
mountain town of Banef.

A vital component of Khomeini's campaig
to “crush” the Kurds was Ayatollah Sadedh
Khalkhali, head of the newly create
Revolutionary Courf? Pars News Agenc

—— |

A i =

tensions in Paveh and the rest of the Kurd
regions” For the next several week
Khalkhali followed the military and
pasdaranas they took control of Kurdis
towns, holding summary trials and orderi
immediate executions. He sentenced
and boys to execution without fair trial
within days and sometimes only hours af
their arrests—for alleged anti-revolutiona

. ag 74 .
activities.” Mark  Kravitz, ~a Frenchl gy jeft to right: Ayatollah Khomeini, his son Sey

journalist who was |n the “?9‘0” at the timg, - Apmag Khomeini, and Ayatollah Sadegh Khalkhal
has no doubt that “[tlhe military phase wds

carried out with the terror provoked by
Khalkhali and his assassins, and by the massivefube air force and helicopter§.”

3.1. Ayatollah Sadegh Khalkhali

Ayatollah Sadegh Khalkhali was the son of a farrhern in 1926 in the village of Givi on the outs&ir
of Khalkhal in the Northwestern part of Iran. WHenwas young, he was sent to the holy city of Qom f
a religious educatioff. A former seminary schoolmate and long time sugpast Ayatollah Khomeini,

0 PRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 83; Thurgoottanians Take Rebel Kurdish TowBUARDIAN, Sept. 4, 1979, at 6tan Says
Battle is on for Kurd Rebel Stronghold of MahabadGuarDiIAN, Sept. 3, 1979, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html

" Thurgood, Iranians Take Rebel Kurdish Town GuARDIAN, Sept. 4, 1979, at 6, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html

2AYYAM -1 INZIVA, KHATIRAT -1 AYATOLLAH KHALKHALI [Y EARS OFSECLUSION, MEMOIRS OFAYATOLLAH KHALKHALI ] 29 (2004);
Bih Unvan-i Hakim-i Shar’ Khalkhali bih KurdistaRaft[Khalkhali Travelled to Kurdistan as Religious Nitgate], ETELAAT,
[Aug. 20, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums£3507-1979-newspapers.html

3 Bih Unvan-i Hakim-i Shahr’ Khalkhali bih KurdistaRaft [Khalkhali travelled to Kurdistan as Religious Msicate],
ETTELAAT, [Aug. 20, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-1979-newspapers.htmi
™ Guzarish-i Khalkhali az Vagayi'i Pave[Report of Khalkhali from the Incidents of PaveBJiTELAAT, [Aug. 23, 1979];
Khalkhali Dalayil-i Idam-i Doctor Rashvand ra llarKard [Khalkhali Announced Reasons for Executing Dr. Rastd],
ETTELAAT, [Aug. 25, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-1979-newspapers.html
S MaRk KRAVITZ, IRANONOX (1983),quoted inPRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 79. Although foreign journalists weeasned from
the area, Kravitz, took a bus to Mahabad and redarh events until Sept. I8l. at 75.

7 Haleh Afshar, Obituary: Avyatollah Sadeq Khalkhali Guarpian, Dec. 1, 2003, available at
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/2003/dec/01/guardintuaries.iran Khalkhali has been described as having littlecatian
and as follows: “his round face, fleshy cheekboh@s, brow overhanging small, shifty eyes, thin lsbprtting from his jaws,
and oversized turban all created an eerie imagheoinarauding Mongol horseman who haunts so masideminiatures.”
ABBAS MILANI, THE PERSIAN SPHINX: AMIR ABBAS HOVEYDA AND THE RIDDLE OF THEIRANIAN REVOLUTION 309 (2004).
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Khalkhali had been banished by the Shah’s goverhteeremote parts of Iran. He was sent to Anarak,
Bandar Lengeh, Lar, Baneh, Rafsanjan, Roudbaro#imet far-flung towns before he eventually joined
Khomeini in exile in Pari§’ Khalkhali has been described as “an ardent adeaifahe omelet theory of
revolution, glamorizing the cruelties of terror agxkcutions as the necessary ingredients of a ssfate
social transformation’®

Ayatollah Khomeini appointed Khalkhali as head dfet
Revolutionary Court soon after his return to IranHebruary
1979. Khomeini created the Revolutionary Court ty

supporters of the former regime for the crimesintervention

leading to such acts that benefit foreign agentstha detested
Pahlavi regime, ... having a major role in lootinglamasting

the public fund and disrupting the economy of tbantry, and
attempting an armed attack or murdering or injuring

imprisoning the people as of late, or having relmsi against
national interest with foreigners or any form ofded assault onj
the virtue of the peopld? He ordered that Khalkhali be
“present at the trial of the accused and imprisoaed, after
completing the necessary trial procedure in accarelawith

Shari'a, issue sentences in accordance \Bihri'a.”®

Khalkhali was merciless and reveled in his powemMiarch and
April of 1979, he presided over the summary trilf@mer
Prime Minister Amir Abbas Hoveyda and ordered thatbe
shot to death. While Khalkhali did not apparentlyll pthe
trigger, he was proud to have been present atxeugon and
kept the pistol as a memento. He soon boastedjdoraalist
that he had ordered 400 executions, earning thierispet “The Ayatollah Khalkhali in military
Hanging Judge® While he was often dressed in religiojs fatigues (from his memoirs)
robes, he was proud to be photographed wearingtanyili
fatigues®

Khalkhali claimed that he had the blessing of Khimmend there is no reason to believe otherwise. |
May, he introduced himself as head of the Revahatig Court at a press conference, and ordered the
execution of the deposed (and exiled) Shah, anc safrhis family memberE. Ebrahim Yazdi—at the
time, a minister in the interim government—disputébalkhali’'s claim that he was head of the
Revolutionary Court, precipitating a very publioysr struggle that resulted in Khalkhali’s initial
resignation but swift reinstatement, almost asduratthe behest of Khomeiff.On June 22, Khalkhali
announced a prize of US $131,000 for the assagsinaftthe former Shafr.

T Avyam -1 INzIVA, supranote 72, at 28; MaNI, supranote 76, at 309-310.
8 MILANI, supranote 76, at 310.

Revolutionary Courts], EELAAT, [Apr. 5, 1979],available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-
1979-newspapers.html

80 KHATIRAT-1 AYATOLLAH KHALKHALI AVVALIN HAKIM -1 SHAR' DADGAH-I INQILAB [MEMOIR OF AYATOLLAH KHALKHALI , THE
FIRST RELIGIOUS MAGISTRATE OF THEREVOLUTIONARY COURT] 19 (2005), reproduced in Appendix 2.

81 MiLaNI, supranote 76, at 311, 337-339.

82 Avyam -1 INzIVA, supranote 72, at 19.

8 MiLant, supranote 76, at 331.

8 Ayatollah Khalkhali Isti'fa Kard[Ayatollah Khalkhali Resigned], EEeLAAT, [May 23, 1979] (quoting resignation letter),
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html
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In May, Khalkhali became the head of the reconstitéredaian Islam a group that had committed a
series of political assassinations of people itnt un-Islamic in the 1940s and 1980&ollowing
Khomeini's return, the reconstituted group adopaetshoot on sight” policy toward members of the
former Shah’s government and orchestrated extiaialdillings.?’

While other Revolutionary Court judges sought tantan their anonymity, Khalkhali openly courted
the medid? For example, in June, he traveled to Khuzestgrpaince in the Southwestern part of Iran
whose population was mostly Arab. He t&8telaatnewspaper that Khomeini had ordered him to travel
in order to “relieve the load of work” faced by thecal Revolutionary Couff. While in Ahvaz, he
sentenced tens of individuals to death for creatingest. Family members of those killed were so
incensed that they gathered at the Ahvaz courtciiasited anti-Khalkhali slogaf$in his memoirs,
Khalkhali boasted:

| was the religious magistrate and ordered the wi@t of five hundred and some

criminals and loyalists to the Shah, as well asdnels of actors in the Kurdistan and
Gonbad and Khuzestan incidents, and a number gsthnd drug dealers. About these
executions | have no regrets; | am not complaigindg my conscience is clear. In fact, |
believe that | didn't kill enough! Many were desegy of execution who | didn’t manage

to catch. People such as: the Shah, Farah [thenQueshraf Pahlavi [the Shah’s sister],

Ja'far Sharif Emami [former Prime Minister], Lientnt General Gharebaghi, Lieutenant
General Fardoost.

3.2. Paveh

Ayatollah Khalkhali and his entourage arrived irvétaon August 20, the day after government forces
brutally took control pursuant to Khomeini’'s ordeBaveh is a small, picturesque town built on
mountainsides in Kermanshah Province that sitsgellbe Iran-Iraq border. In 1979, it had a populatd
about 6,000 and there was a military base outdittam.”

8 Thurgood Kurds Threaten to Abandon Iranian Citizenship UslBemands Are MeGuARDIAN, June 22, 197%vailable at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$#3507-1979-newspapers.himl

8 See Ayatollah Khalkhali Rahbar-i Fedaian-i Islamu8HAyatollah Khalkhali Became the Leader of tRedaian Islarh
ETTELAAT, [May 26, 1979], http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-1979-newspapers.htmiSee
generallyYADVARIHYIH SHAHID NAVVAB -1 SAFAVI [IN MEMORIAM OF MARTYR NAVWAB SaFavi] (2005) (describing assassination
campaign ofFedaian Islamunder its founder and leader Seyyed Mojtaba Nawwatavi who was arrested and executed on
December 26, 1955).

87 Rahbar-i Fedaian Islam: Fedaian Islam bih Mexicoftend ta Shah-i Makhlu’ ra Terror Kunaritleader of theFedaian
Islamt The Fedaian Islamhave travelled to Mexico to Assassinate the dep&w®h], ETELAAT, [June 16, 1979available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$#3507-1979-newspapers.himl

8 Ayatollah Khalkhali Istifa Kard [Ayatollah Khalkhali Resigned], TELAAT, [May 23, 1979], available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html

8 Ayatollah Khalkhali: Barayih Pust-i Riyasat-i Jumhidich Mani'i dar Khud NimibinanfAyatollah Khalkhali: | Do Not See
Any Reasons Why | Would Not Be Qualified to Be HRient], ErTeLAAT, [June 3, 1979], available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html

9 pasukh-i Ayatollah Khalkhali bih Muddarisin-i QojResponse of Ayatollah Khalkhali to the Teachdrom], ErTELAAT,
[June 6, 1979Javailable athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums£3507-1979-newspapers.htmi

%L Avyam-I INzIVA, supranote 72, at 12.

92 Ashayir-i Musallah Control-i Rahhayih Kermanshalh ilaveh ra dar Dast GiriftanfArmed Nomadic Tribes Took Control
of the Roadway between Kermanshah and Paveh]rTelBaT, [Aug. 12, 1979], available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html
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Khalkhali immediatelyset about deciding who bore responsibility for theest and who according
would be executed. Ettelaat newspaper reported that he visited “damaged areasvar facluding &
hospital that was tragically damaged by the invedemnd after 14 hours of “counseling and procegs
sentenced nine alleged memberthe KDPI to death for “corruption on earth ameingat war with God
and his prophet® Khalkhali admittec that local clerics suggested that due to the higfithyal and cla-

like nature of the region, it would be prudentdsue a blanket order of amne<sBut, he explained, he
refused becausmnly the leader othe revolution and the Commander-in-Chief/étollah Khomeir) had
the power to bestow amnesty.

The nine merwere executed by firing squad befi
noon on August 21 against tleitsidewall of the
hospital, which the newspers described as “t
location where thenujahed(fighting) brothers and
pasdaranwere massacred in a violent mar.” A

major battle had tan place at the hospiteThe
executed men wer®@ahman Ezzati, Abulghase
Rashvand Sardari, Hamed Amini, Abbas Kari
Abdollah Zare'i, Mohammad Heydari, Ali Shaht
Behdin Shirin, Habib Cheraghiand Fayzeddin
Ziya'i.*® The widow of Habib Cheraghi recathat
“wle discovered they were executed w
government forces went through town and ord
over a loudspeaker that we retrieve the boc®’

Ettelaat newspapereported Khalkhali's claim th:
his investigations showed thawo of the victims
Bahman Ezzati (digh school teacher and allec
separatist), anBr. Rashvand Sardari, were involv | Kurdish men lined up for execution outside
in the attack onPaveh hospit, and that the Paveh hospitalHttelaatAug. 22, 1979)

two worked with sixteerpeople from “Talabars
gang’ He explained that they had be“court marshaled and sentenced to dedtlalal Talabani is th
founder and leader of Patriotic Union of Kurdistan Ittihadiyih Mihaniyih Kurdista, and current
President of Irad’ Bahman Ezzati was a teacher frthe city of Kermanshah wheoluntarily brough
medicine to Paveh. Fagddin Ziya'iworked as a lab technician in Pav&tDr. Qasem Rashvand Sard

% 9 Nafari digar Imruz Tirbaran Shudan[Nine More People Were Executed By Firing Squad T, KAYHAN, [Aug. 21,
1979], available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/hum-rights-documents/3507-19%&wspapers.hti; IHRDC interview
with Gelawij Heidari (Jan. 29, 2011) (on file witHRDC) [hereinater Heidari Interview].

% d.; 9 Nafari Digar Imruz Tirbaran Shudan{Nine More People Were Executed TodaylTEAAT, [Aug. 21, 1979,
available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/hum-rights-documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html

% Guzarisht Khalkhali az Vagayi'i Pave [Report of Khalkhali from the Incidents of PaveBJiTELAAT, [Aug. 23, 1979],
available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/hum-rights-documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html

% Nuh Nafari digar Imruz Tirbaran Shudan[Nine More People Were Executed by Firing Squad ¥], KAYHAN, [Aug. 21,
1979], available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/hum-rights-documents/3507-19#8wspapers.htr; Heidari Interview,
supranote 93.

7 Heidari Interviewsupranote 93.

%8 Guzarish-i Khalkhali az Vaqayi'i PaveReport of Khalkhali From the Incidents of PaveBTTELAAT, [Aug. 23, 1979]See
Khalkhali llam Kard: Shuravi va Jalal Talabani hidtlaghshi dar Havad-i Kurdistan NadashtihanfKhalkhali Announced: th
Soviets and Jalal Talabani Had No Role in the EBreftKurdistal], ETTELAAT, [Sept. 20, 1979] (reporting that Khalkhali la
retracted this accusation and said that Talabasi wed involved),available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/hum-rights-
documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html

% Ba Ittihadiyih Mihaniyih Kurdistan Ashena Sha [Get Familiar with Patriotic Union of Kurdistjrkhabaronline, [Dec. 1(
2008],available athttp://www.khabaronline.ir/new-809.aspx

190 Heidari Interviewsupranote 93.
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was a surgeon at Logmanoddowleh Hospital in Telhtam had voluntarily traveled to Paveh to treat the
wounded:™

Coverage in the national newspapers bolstered
the government’s claim that the Kurds were anti-
revolutionary and therefore deserved to be
executed. On August 2Kayhannewspaper (on
next page) ran large, low-quality black-and-white
photos on its front page below the headline “The
pasdaranwere beheaded,” and with the caption
“The pasdaran were beheaded in Paveh.” A
Paveh — circa 2010 small photo of Khalkhali is below a smaller
headline that proclaims “Khalkhali began the
trials today.” Thepasdaranfeatured in these photographs still have theidbéatact:®? The news spread
rapidly throughout Iran that anti-revolutionary lder were allegedly beheadinmasdaranin Iran’s
Kurdish region%®

A few days later, in a radio interview, Ayatollalh#lkhali defended his decision to order the exeoubf

Dr. Sardari—the Tehran doctor who provided aid tumded civilians. He claimed that the authorities
arrested Dr. Sardari—who was allegedly clad in Keirdiress—in trenches dug around Paveh’s hospital.
Khalkhali claimed that Dr. Sardari had confessellding a Communist, espoused support for the KDPI
and the separation of Kurdistan, and admitted toagusrms against government forces in Paveh.
Khalkhali further accused Dr. Sardari of orderiing tbeheading opasdaranin Ghuri Ghaleh—the
village near Pavelf*

Dr. Sardari’'s colleagues at Logmanoddowleh Hospial well as medical professionals from other
hospitals in Tehran, issued a statement callingafgovernment inquiry as to what had transpired in
Paveh. The statement was published in newspapers:

Dr. Qasem Rashvand Sardari, born in Tehran, wasue@ on account of being a
Muharib [at war with God]... On Friday, 26/5/1358 [August, IB79], he went to Paveh
from Tehran to help the injured of the Paveh batde any accusation related to his
involvement in the unwanted battle of Paveh is uiee.. We urge... condemnation of
the agents who are in charge of these execut{dns.

1011d.: SavAR, supranote 39, at 101.

102 pasdarani ra kih Sar BuridanfThe Revolutionary Guards Who Were BeheadediyH@an, [Aug. 21, 1979]available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html

193 See, e.g IHRDC Interview with Bijan [pseudonym] (Feb. 18011) (on file with IHRDC) [hereinafter Bijan Imidew]
(stating that while being interrogated in prisoe vtas asked multiple times about the numbgrasflaranhe had beheaded).
104 Khalkhali Dalayil-i Idam-i Doctor Rashvand ra llafdard [Khalkhali Announced Reasons for Executing Dr. Rastu],
ETTELAAT, [Aug. 25, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts£3507-1979-newspapers.html
Seealso I1zaDyY, supranote 3, at 259 (explaining that “Kurdish dresst fileen generally refers to baggy pants tied at thdea
and with a wide belt at the waist).

105 chih Kasani Mashmul-i I'damhayih Fascisti Mishavaaz taraf-i Guruhi az Piszishkan va Resident-haiimaristanhayih
Tehran[What Kinds of People Are Subject to Fascistic Estems by a Group of Doctors and Residents frompitals Around
Tehran], AGRouP OFDOCTORS ANDRESIDENTS OFTEHRAN' SHOSPITALS reprinted inSAYAR, supranote 39, at 102.
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Dr. Sardari’'s fiancée further reported that she tiekkt stubs proving that he left Tehran on Sunday
August 19—and that he only arrived in Paveh follugvthe alleged massacre of ghasdaran'®® When
Khalkhali was later asked to provide further juséifion for his execution order, he alleged that Dr
Sardari burned all his records when he was arrebtgdhat thgpasdaranwho arrested him could testify

o9l 298931 Jbls yb o1 3

A photograph sent from Paveh of Khalkhali interitig
a Kurdish mankttelaatAug. 23, 1979)

3.3. Mariwan

to the veracity of his claims. For added
measure, he also claimed that Dr. Sardari
ordered that the genitals of the dead
pasdaran be cut off and put in their

mouths!®’

On August 21, it was reported that the
Revolutionary Court in the City of

Kermanshah had also ordered the
execution of seven men who allegedly
instigated the violence in Paveh, and
committed armed robberies. The seven
men were Haji Afrasiab, Abdolvahhab
Mobarak Shabhi, Mohammad Ali

Nagshbandi, Abdolkarim Karimi,

Emadedin Naseri, Aziz Morad, and Morad
Zolfaghari. The execution order was
carried out in Dizel Abad Prison in

Kermanshah®

Khalkhali and his entourage arrived in the towrMafriwan on August 25. The small Kurdish town is in
Kurdistan Province near the Iran-lraq border. Itl en a center of resistance against the Shah.
Tensions between the Kurds of Mariwan and pro-KhHonferces escalated throughout the spring and
summer of 1979, finally culminating in a shootoetweenpasdaranand Kurds on July 14 that resulted

in 26 deaths and over 60 injuries on both sides.

A delegation was sent from Sanandaj to help nelgopeace between the various political groupsen th
town. The negotiations resulted in a resolutionh®ypeople of Mariwan demanding, among other things
thatpasdaranleave the town and that local law enforcement enthat people not be randomly searched

108 Khalkhali Dalayil-i Idam-i Doctor Rashvand ra lladard [Khalkhali Announced Reasons for Executing Dr. Rastu]
ETTELAAT, [Aug 25, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums#3507-1979-newspapers.html

197 Guftugu ba Ayatollah Khalkhali: Dar Kurdistan Chiliguzarad[Interview with Ayatollah Khalkhali: What is Happiag in
Kurdistan], BTeLAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979],available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docume23507-1979-

newspapers.html

1% 7 Tan az Amilan-i Havadis-i Khunin-i Paveh TirbarshudandSeven Instigators of the Bloody Incidents of Paviare
Executed by a Firing Squad], AKHAN, [Aug. 21, 1979], available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-

documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html
199 McDowaLL, supranote 4, at 258.

10 Mariwan bih Atash va Khun Kishidih ShyMariwan in Fire and Blood], EEeLaaT, [July 15, 1979],available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docum®23507-1979-newspapers.htn8AYAR, supra note 39, at 91; IHRDC

Interview with Malakeh Mostafa Soltani (Feb. 1012 (on file with IHRDC) [hereinafter Malakeh Mof&Soltani Interview].
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or arrested*! However, the residents of Mariwan fled into theumi@ins outside the city on the eve of
July 20*** Malekeh Mostafa Soltani—a Mariwan resident—exain

[After the shootout] the government threatened thafpasdaranwould enter the town
and take control. People worried that if that wayehappen, a situation like that of
Naghadeh®would be created. Finally, my brothédmalaleader Foad Mostafa Soltani]
helped come up with a plan. One day in the mosagsi@eople expressed their concerns,
my brother proposed that in order to prevent a fs@m happening in town—and in
protest to the government’s desire to h&epahtake control of the town—we would
migrate, en masse. That night almost the entirentavigrated to a location near the
woods, about 10-15 kilometers out of the city. Wmained there for around 2 weéks.

On July 23, a delegation comprised pf
representatives of Ayatollah Khomeini, the
Interior Ministry, theSepah-e Pasdaraand the
military led by Ayatollah Lahuti arrived in
Mariwan to negotiate the return of Mariwan
residents. The delegation returned to Tehran
next day without reaching a resolutin.
Negotiations continued between the Mariwg
city council, the provincial governor of Kurdistap g
Province, and a central government delegat|a
headed by Dr. Chamran, while roughly 7,0¢
men, women, and children remained in thq
makeshift camp set up between the villages
Kani Miran and Bardeh Reh Sh&fiFinally, on
August 13, after agreement was reached, e

residents began returning to town. One critidal Mariwan — circa 2010
point of the agreement was thgetsdarandid not
have the authority to arrest individualé. However, pursuant to Khomeini'fatwa the central
government dispatched additional forces to Mariaad began arresting all suspéetts.

11 Mariwan Aram Shud [Calm Restored in Mariwan], TEELAAT, [July 16, 1979], available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html

112 angizihyih Kuch-i Mardum-i Mariwan Hanuz Ma’lum Naslih AsfThe Motivation Behind the Migration of the Peopie
Mariwan Still Unclear], ETELAAT, [July 22, 1979]Buhran-i Mariwan Idamih DaradMariwan Crisis Continues], HELAAT,
[July 24, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums#3507-1979-newspapers.html

113 Naghadeh is a town in the province of West Azgabailn April 1979, fierce fighting amongst ethrizeris and Kurds lasted
for several days and resulted in about 30 cassalfiee Artish bih Suyih Naghadeh Harikat Kgatmy Deployed Toward
Naghadeh], ETELAAT, [Apr. 22, 1979], available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums#3507-1979-
newspapers.html

14 Malakeh Mostafa Soltani Interviewypranote 110.

115 Buhran-i Mariwan Idamih Darad [Mariwan Crisis Continues], BEeLAAT, [July 24, 1979], available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html

1187000 Kudak va Zan va Mard-i Mariwani dar SharayBiishvar Zindigi Mikunan@7000 Child and Woman and Men From
Mariwan Live Under Harsh Conditions]TELAAT, [July 30,1979]Avarigan-i Mariwan Pishnivis-i Qat'namihyih Bazgadiih
Shahr ra Rad KardandThe Mariwan Displaced Citizens Rejected the Duaftthe Resolution for Returning to the City],
ETTELAAT, [July 30, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts£3507-1979-newspapers.html
17 Avarigan-i Mariwan bih Shahr Bazgashtafidariwan Displaced Citizens Returned to the CigirELAAT, [Aug. 6, 1979],
available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums£3507-1979-newspapers.html

118 Abdullah Mostafa Soltani Intervievsppranote 50.
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Khalkhali arrived shortly thereafter on August 28dapromptly dealt with those he decided were
responsible for the violence of July 14—deemingd thaubordination to the regime would be met with
nothing less than death. The day after his arrAagust 26, Khalkhali ordered the execution of nine
men’* Ettelaatnewspaper reported that the executed men wereehdglostafa Soltani, Amin Mostafa
Soltani, Seyyed Hossein Pirkhezranian, Seyyed AhRiakhezranian, Fa'egh Azimi, Ali Dadsetani,
Bahlryoan Ahzari, Jalal Nasimi and Ahmad Ghaderzaidlbby were executed by firing squad the same

day:

Fa’egh Azimi (Azizi) was reportedly a member of the . : .
City Council™® Ali Dadsetani, Jalal Nasimi and Makiab-e Koran is a Sunni Islamicmaktab

Ahmad Ghaderzadeh were also apparently Iog&fcnool) that was established by Molla Ahnjad

Kurds’?2 The Mostafa Soltani family had long bednioftizadeh -~ (also  known as ~ Allamgh
. ! ' J oftizadeh) in Mariwan and Sanandaj, and that

targeted by central government forces—first b : . i1
g y g 4 Jater spread across Iranian Kurdistan. The

Shah’s government and later by the new regime— Ktab h | based h

account of the activities of an elder brother FoatgIa tab sought to promote |slam based on the

Mostafa Soltani, a leader dfomala Amin and oran and the ProphetSunna Moftizadeh ang
jthe Maktab supported creation of an Islan{‘c

Hossein Mostafa Soltani were teachers and worke 'ih )

the civilian branches of the organization. Amin vaad r€9ime following the 1979 revolution. Howev
member-23 g Moftizadeh was arrested in 1983 and imprisohed

for ten years. He died shortly after his releasp in

The two younger Mostafa Soltani brothers w (993 TheMaktabc_onti_nues its activities but |s
arrested as they were driving out of Mariwan on hBOW Severely marginalized.
night of August 17-18. Both were unarmed at the
time of their arrest®* They were with two other Kurdish brothers from Mam—Hossein Pirkhezri and
Ahmad Pirkhezri—as well as a doctor named BahmameAak. Akhzari had arrived in Mariwan earlier to
provide voluntary medical servicEs.The men had heard thaaisdaranwere coming to take control of
Mariwan and hoped to leave ahead of their arridawever, all five men were arrested and executed
within 72 hourg®

They were arrested by local Kurdish members ofMiaétab-e Koranwho recognized them a&mala
supporters?’ The men were held in the military base in Mariwanawait Khalkhali’s arrival. When
Khalkhali arrived several days later, their fatiemediately went to the military base and confrdrttee
cleric about the arrest of his two sons. Anothether, Abdullah Mostafa Soltani, recalled:

Khalkhali threatened my father—he said his sonsiafidels and did not know the
Koran. My father said that his children have goodhe university and have become
engineers, doctors and teachers, but after 50 yéam®narchical rule the kids at school

19 ran Tells Kurds to Surrender or Be CrushedGUARDIAN, Aug. 27, 1979, at 6, available at

http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docume£3507-1979-newspapers.html

12040 Nafar dar Sanandaj, Mariwan va Saqgez Tirbar&ud&nd[40 People Were Executed by a Firing Squad in Sdajan
Mariwan and Saqqez], TEELAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#¢3507-
1979-newspapers.htpiflalakeh Mostafa Soltani Interviewypranote 110 (stating that the names of the otherinethers were
“Pirkhezri” and not “Pirkhezrian,” and that threktbose killed were named Faegh Azizi, Ali Dastand Bahman Asghari).

121 Abdullah Mostafa Soltani Intervievsppranote 50.

1221d.; Malakeh Mostafa Soltani Interviesyipranote 110.

123 Malakeh Mostafa Soltani Interviewypranote 50. IHRDC Interview with Heshmat Mostafa Solt(Feb. 10, 2011) (on file
with IHRDC) [hereinafter Heshmat Mostafa Soltartelwview].

124 Malakeh Mostafa Soltani Interviewupranote 110; Abdullah Mostafa Soltani Interviesupranote 50; Heshmat Mostafa
Soltani Interviewsupranote 123.

125 Abdullah Mostafa Soltani Interviewsppranote 50.

1281d.: Malakeh Mostafa Soltani Interviewypranote 110; Heshmat Mostafa Soltani Intervisupranote 123.

127 Apdullah Mostafa Soltani Interviewupranote 50; Heshmat Mostafa Soltani Interviewpranote 123.
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did not learn the Koran and prayers, and that #& regime must give them time to

learn. My father could argue with Khalkhali becabsewas a learned man who knew the
Koran. Khalkhali was stuck—he finally told my fathte bring the deed to his house the
next day at 5 p.m. in exchange for his sons’ releas

Although Hossein and Amin Mostafa Soltani’s fatdet as instructed, Khalkhali failed to keep hisesid
of the bargain. When their father returned the maxt with the documents, he was told that his $@as
been executed. He found Khalkhali and told him thist sons had fought the Shah’s regime for
democracy and freedom, and demanded an explanationrding to Abdullah Mostafa Soltani:

He found Khalkhali and fought with him, he saidbtought the deed but you handed me
corpses?” Khalkhali said, “Well this is Islam, therdict of the Koran. If your kids were
guilty then they will go to hell, and if they weienocent they will go to heaven.”
Incidentally, [at the time of the execution] it wde month of Ramadaf’®

Malekeh Mostafa Soltani—a sister of Hossein and rAmiostafa Soltani—recalls that she and her
mother tried to visit her brothers on August 2% tlay before their executions. However, when they
arrived at the base, there was a crowd of centraérmment supporters. Her mother sent her home and
tried to visit her brothers but was denied. Malakghed a demonstration. A prison guard asked who
among the demonstrators was related to the pris@ret told them that a group of people would san b
executed. She went home with her cousin and soardHeery loud and prolonged gunshots.” After
hearing the gunshots, she recalls:

One of Heshmat's close friends came and said tinat people had been executed and
their bodies were taken to the hospital. | keginglhim to stop saying such things and
scaring my parents?

Ahmed Pirkhezri was initially released frofl e
detention, but then re-arrested for the ostensipl
purpose of completing some paperwbfkWhen =
the father of the Pirkhezri brothers arrived at the 34
base, asking to visit his sons, he was told togorjn 3%
fruit for his sons as they had requested. He diq¢ i/ %
he was told and went shopping. On his way bdc '
to the base, he saw blood stains on the road|]b
thought nothing of it. At the base, he was told tha
his sons had been executed and that their bofli
were at the hospitaf”

Khalkhali deceived other executed men and t
families as well** For example, Jalal Nasimi—g
Kurdish teacher from Mariwan— had played 4u

active role in the residents’ exodus into they, 4ish men and women carrying mint and stofjes

mountains. Central government forces arre{leqn order to bury the deaéftelaatAug. 20, 1979)
him on the evening of August 25, but released Him

three to four hours later around 9 p.m. Nasimi
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128 Abdullah Mostafa Soltani Interviewsppranote 50.
129 Malakeh Mostafa Soltani Interviewyupranote 110.
130 Abdullah Mostafa Soltani Interviewsppranote 50.
131 Malakeh Mostafa Soltani Interviewypranote 110.
132 Abdullah Mostafa Soltani Intervievsppranote 50.
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reported that during his short time in detentiois, ¢aptors had burned him with lit cigarettes tladit
marks all over his body—he showed the wounds tdfoghers. Around 10 p.m., a car with six or seven
pasdaranand local mercenaries came to the house and demdhdt he come with them to sign a form.
Instead, without notice to his family, Khalkhaldered his executioh®

Ettelaatnewspaper reported that Ayatollah Khalkhali clainfeel nine men were executed on account of
“direct participation in Mariwan’s events” and “fating armed individuals* However, witnesses
report that they were executed within hours of drigval, belying any claim that the sentences were
handed down after fair trials. It is unclear whettteey were even told the charges against tHém.
Additional evidence that the executions were adone conclusion comes from family members.
Nasimi’'s sister worked in Mariwan Hospital as agaurOn the day of the executions, August 26, st wa
told that a doctor had been taken to the militamgebto medically examine the detainees because they
were to be executéd®

The bodies of the executed men were piled into mpdiruck and deposited in front of Mariwan
hospital—witnesses report that the bodies werel e top of one another. Gunshot wounds punctured
the bodies?” Malakeh Mostafa Soltani recalls:

| was with Hossein’s wife. When we got to the heepil saw a Toyota truck. In the back
of the truck, | saw the face of Hossein Pirkhé#fe ran towards the truck. My sister-in-
law’s father asked where we were going. My sisteliaiv screamed: “Can’t you see the
body of my husband’s friend Hossein Pirkhezri isréh” She wanted to go with it. He
said: Don’t do that, our own dead are somewher"els

| saw a pool of blood and Amin’s body. His eyes avepen; his mouth looked as if he
was smiling. | screamed in Kurdish: “We need meticiwe need a doctor!” Rasa, my
brother Hossein’s wife, screamed at me saying, ‘Wdoawe need a doctor for? He has
been executed.” His internal organs were pokingoblacerations on his body. Someone
lifted me up and put me and Amin’s body in the batk Toyota. By the time we arrived

at our village on the outskirts of Mariwan, therskif my Kurdish dress was soaked with
blood and brain matter. How savagely he was kitf&d!

The Mostafa Soltanis took the bodies of Hossein Amin back to their village on the outskirts of
Mariwan for burial**® However, the military presence was so intense ttiatclan could not conduct a
traditional funeral and memorial servi¢&Jalal Nasimi’s family buried their son in Mariwaréemetery.
The family also accepted the body of Bahman Akhzidry doctor from Tehran who had been arrested in
the car with the Mostafa Soltani brothers, anddzlitiim next to their soff?

133 |HRDC Interview with Hajir [pseudonym] (Feb. 18)21) (on file with IHRDC) [hereinafter Haijir Inteimmw].

134 40 Nafar dar Sanandaj, Mariwan va Saqgez Tirbardmdand[40 People Were Executed by a Firing Squad in Sdajan
Mariwan and Saqqgez],TEELAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-
1979-newspapers.html

135 Heshmat Mostafa Soltani Interviesypranote 123.

136 Malakeh Mostafa Soltani Interviewypranote 110.

137\d.; Haijir Interview,supranote 133; Abdullah Mostafa Soltani Interviesupranote 50.

138 Malakeh Mostafa Soltani Interviewypranote 110.

1391d.; Abdullah Mostafa Soltani Interviewsppranote 50.

140 pMalakeh Mostafa Soltani Interviewypranote 110.

1411d.; Hajir Interview,supranote 133.
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3.4. Sanandaj

Khalkhali’s next destination was Sanandaj, the tehoif Kurdistan Province and a center of socia an
economic activity in the regiof? Although it is not clear whether he arrived on Asg26 or 27, it was
reported that he issued execution orders on Awjuisind that they were carried out the same'tfs

he had in Paveh and Mariwan, Khalkhali questionash rand boys who had been arrested without
warrants and sentenced them, without any semblairfedr trials, to death by firing squad.

On August 28Fttelaatnewspaper reported that the Islamic Revolutiol@ourt had met the day before
and “after a few hours of investigation and couhdibund eleven people deserving of execution but
acquitted twelve others. It reported that the aelepeople had been executed at 4:30 that afterniden.
paper listed the names, evidence and charges elfdfien as follows:

» Brigadier General Mozaffar Niazmand, former comneanof Kurdistan Gendarmerie,
charged with crushing the freedom-fighting peopfeSanandaj during the liberating
struggle of the people of Iran (before the victafythe revolution). The Court also
sentenced that all his property should be seiZed:;

* Sirous Manouchehri, head of the internal securftysanandaj SAVAK, charged with
participation in club wielding in Sanandaj surroungs$, and direct participation in
crushing people, and issuing orders for killing amassacre of the innocent and liberated
people of Sanand&f®

Aside from the aforementioned two who were arresfitel the victory of the revolution
and had so far been in prison, the other nine wreeuted in connection with the events
in Kurdistan after the victory of the revolutiorhd nine were:

» Ataollah Zandi, charged with carrying explosive andrtar shell on the night of August
19, 1979. He was arrested when attempting to blp®anandaj airpoft®

» Ali Asghar Mobasseri, charged with armed activitydainviting people to riot and
uprising against the Islamic government (was agtksthile carrying mortar shells near
Sanandaj airport}"’

« Jamil Yakhchali, student at the Military Technic&thool in Masjed Soleiman and a
believer in Kurdistan’s separation; he had travdledn Masjed Soleiman to Sanandaj

142 ENTESSAR Supranote 6, at 36.

143 See40 Nafar dar Sanandaj Mariwan va Saqgez Tirbarandsimd[40 People Were Executed by a Firing Squad in S#ajan
Mariwan and Saqgez],TEELAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979] (reporting that Khalkhali concidihis business in Mariwan on Aug. 26 and
was in Sanandaj the next day)available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums#3507-1979-
newspapers.htmi

144 Se@also, HUMAN RIGHTS & DEMOCRACY LIBRARY, Boroumand Foundation [hereinafter Boroumand], “®eeson’s Story Mr.
Mozaffar Niazmandavailable athttp://www.iranrights.org/english/memorial-case-3Z&hp

45 gSee also, Boroumand Foundation, “One Person's Story Mr. $&iruManuchehri, available at
http://www.iranrights.org/english/memorial-case-388hp

146 Jamil Navareh remembers that Zandi was not affiavith any Kurdish political party. IHRDC Inteew with (May 29,
2011) (on file with IHRDC) [hereinafter Navarehdntiew].

147 pccording to a friend, Mobasseri had a mortar Isinehis car that was left over from when the Kutdsk over the military
base in March. He had nothing to launch it with ama$ driving through town, not near the airportRIBC Interview with Amir
Kolahghuchi (Feb. 15, 2011) (on file with IHRDCkffieinafter Kolahghuchi Interview].
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and participated in armed activities, charged withrising against the Islamic
government#®

» Shahriar Nahid, son of Mohsen, resident of Tehrav&idiyeh neighborhood, had
traveled to Baneh, Mariwan, Saqqez and Sananddjodalemed activity and participated
in the armed activities of these cities; he wasesied and disarmed during armed
combating in Sanandaj and was a member oF&uaianGuerillas of Tehran;

» Mozaffar Rahimi Mohieddin, charged with carryingrar and explosives, was arrested
and disarmed by theasdararwhile armed and combating in the trencH&s;

* Naser Salimi, charged with acting to separate Ktiadi from Iran and participating in the
bloody massacre of Paveh. While combating in Pawehyas shot in the harkf;

» Ali Ahsan Nahid, charged with participating in #lle bloody events of Kurdistan, was
directly involved in the events at Ghotour, Naghgddahabad, Saqgez and Mariwan,
and was a commander of the invading forces;

» Issa Pirvali, charged with Killing Shater Mohamaart his son in the events transpiring
in April in Sanandaj; and

e Abdullah Fouladi, son of Mohammad, charged withropg fire on apasdarcar and
participating in disarming the military base in ttexent events of Kurdistan. He has a
reputation and was a supporter of communism goventstr

The paper included a photograph of the executiotherfront page in editions around the country ycop
reproduced in Appendix 3). The picture editor lagplained that he did not publish it in the Kuhdis
region edition, as he believed that “would be tamtant to a call to arms™ To protect the
photographer, he published it under “anonymousé Pphotograph soon appeared in newspapers around
the world and became the first widely publicizechddw into the regime’s executions, winning the
Pulitzer Prize in the spring of 1980. The photogerp—-Jahangir Razmi—remained anonymous for
nearly three decades out of fédr.

Many years later, he and Khalil Bahrami, the regrohte accompanied to the Kurdish regions, described
what they witnessed. They had followed the govemtnx®ops to the Kurdish regions when they heard

148 yakhchali is believed to have been a sympathizéneFedaian-e KhalgSeeBoroumand Foundation, “One Person’s Story”
Mr. Jamil Yakhchaliavailable athttp://www.iranrights.org/english/memorial-case-38&hp TheFedaian-e Khalgvas created
in 1971 through the merger of two armed Marxistibest groupsSeelHRDC, DEADLY FATWA: IRAN’'S 1988PRISONMASSACRE

6 (2009)available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/publications/res8158-deadly-fatwa-iran-s-1988-prison-massacré.htm
149 Jamil Navareh remembers that “Mozaffar was ardestben the driver of the taxi he was in—who wagsh [Kurdish
collaborator]—saw that Mozaffar had a gun and tbok to his house and reported that Mozaffar hadim §o thepasdaran
came to Mozaffar's house and arrested him. Theyseat him of having shot at Islamic Republic fortesn a mountain that is
in between Ghareh Yan and the airport. This warleritNavareh Interviewsupranote, 146.

150 gee alsg Boroumand Foundation, “One Person’'s  Story” Mr. sé&ta Salimi, available at
http://www.iranrights.org/english/memorial-case48%hp

151 40 Nafar dar Sanandaj, Mariwan va Saqgez Tirbardmdand[40 People Were Executed by a Firing Squad in Sdajan
Mariwan and Saqqgez], TEELAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts¢3507-
1979-newspapers.html

152 Joshua Prager,A Chilling Photograph’s Hidden History WaLL St. J., Dec. 2, 2006, available at
http://online.wsj.com/public/article/SB1164995108388B266-w60LtTyb6LO2gIORvagXTVIPwWiTM_20061211.html2mdnlogs
1539 Thurgood, Iranian Clergy Calls Kurdish Ceasefire GUARDIAN, Aug. 28, 1979, at 6, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts£3507-1979-newspapers.html
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that Khalkhali was going to try Kurds at the Sargnaunicipal airport. There, they stood outside an
antechamber and watched ten handcuffed men ertendakeshift courtroom and stand before Khalkhali.
An injured prisoner lay on a stretcher. Bahramilaixyed:

The judge removed his turban . . . He removed haes. He put his feet on a chair.
Scanning the prisoners through thick eyeglassessked their names. Officers of the
court told of the defendants’ alleged crimes—offficking arms, inciting riots and
murder. The prisoners, some with leftward or natiish leanings, denied these
accusation$>*

No evidence was presented, but after about 30 ssnithalkhali ruled that the men were “corrupt on
earth.” Bahrami remembers that some of the memnl.ciibe blindfolded and handcuffed prisoners each
put a hand on the shoulder of the man in frontiof &nd they were led “through the airport’s coneret
lobby, through a metal doorframe and toward an ogefreld.” One of Khalkhali's bodyguards, Ali
Karimi, dressed in white pants, sunglasses and iwgitholsters, followed the column. They passediabo
30 airport workers and stopped after about 100syarda “plain of dry dirt.” The prisoners were ilaip
clothes and the executioners wore camouflage. étldme of the 11 executioners covered their faces.
Nobody seemed to care that Razmi was taking phapbgt

Razmi stood a few feet behind the only unmaskedgianer. At 4:30, the executioners fired and the 1
men fell. Razmi later recalled that not all the mere dead. Karimi took a pistol off his hip, ledraver
Ahsan Nahid who was on the stretcher, and firedletinto his head. He proceeded to shoot each man
in the head. Ambulances soon arrived and took dukels away >

The Pulitzer Prize-winning photo (on the cover amelow) shows prisoners in mid-fall as the
executioners fire. Twenty-six of the approximat&§ photographs taken by Razmi were later made
public and are reproduced in Appendix 1 to thiooreprhey confirm Bahrami and Razmi’s recollections
In the first of the series, the prisoners standiria before their crouched executioners who arerajm
automatic rifles at them. Some of the prisonersrweaitional Kurdish dress of baggy pants and wide
cloth belts. All are blindfolded. In one
photograph, a man lies prostrate before the
firing squad on a stretcher.

Subsequent photos capture some of the men in
mid-fall as the executioners’ shots drop them
to the ground. One man futilely raises his
hands in defense as bullets hit those around
him. In later photos, the victims lie in
crumpled heaps on the ground while a man
dressed in white shirt, white bell-bottoms and
white shoes surveys the scene, gun in hand. A
plume of white smoke envelops the barrel of
his pistol as he leans over the prostrate bodies,
Pulitzer Prize-winning photo of executions at | shooting them one by one, either to ensure the

Sanandaj airport job is complete or perhaps simply for his own
sadistic pleasure.

154 pragersupranote152
155 1d.
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Jamil Navareh—a Kurd from Sanandaj—was fortunathaee not been on the field that day. However,
he shared a room in the makeshift detention ceattehe Sanandaj airport with eight of the Kurdish
victims and remembers what happened before theirugions->°

At the time of the Islamic Revolution,
Navareh worked as a school teacher in the
small village of Dardaneh, where he taught
sixth grade. Like many other Iranians, during
the Revolution, he became increasingly
engaged in politics. He joined the Society for
the Protection of the Freedoms of the
Revolution (“Society)—a leftish organization
created byKomaladedicated to supporting the
Kurdish working people. During the three-
month summer school holiday, Navareh lived
in Sanandaj and worked with members of the
Society.

On August 19, Navareh and other members of
Ali Karimi, one of Khalkhali’'s bodyguards, execudil the Society were in the village of Bagh Cheleh
Kurds ( Jahangir Razmi, Aug. 27, 1979) participating in the distribution of former

feudal lands among local farmers. The radio
suddenly reported that Democrats in Sanandaj Heehtevomen hostage at the local mosque. Navareh
knew that “Democrat” meant “Kurd.” Although he ahi$ friends did not believe the reports, he feared
that as a young Kurdish man, he could become argmeant target. He and other Society members
returned to Sanandaj, and shortly thereafter, Ndwvavent to the village of Kilaneh, near the village
where he taught. There, he met a friend named Aahihthey hid in a garden shed.

After a few hours, two minibuses pulled up. Navangistakenly believed they had arrived to transport
some fresh vegetables. Men dressed in black aiteout of the bus when it was roughly 100 meters
away. Navareh later learned that the men wereétyeh Jamegaror the “black clad” men, pasdaran
militia. Ashraf successfully escaped, but Navareis wot so lucky:

They shot at us and we escaped through a streaousded by trees. [...] We were at a
turn when my hand flew up in the air and | feltherp pain. | couldn’'t move my hand

anymore. Then | realized my hand had been shotamdlet had lodged in my bone. |

fell and my pursuers crowded above me. One of thathan Uzi in his hand and put it in
my mouth and said, “You communist SOB!” | saidath not a communist—I am just a
village teacher.” They asked me where my friend aad | said | did not know. When

we were attacked, my friend escaped into a vaesgy from the shooting. | was happy
he managed to escape.

The pasdaranput him in a minibus and stopped at several \@fagefore finally arriving at Sanandaj.
During the ride, thgpasdaranfrequently stopped and searched people they satheomoad. Navareh
recalls how they shot at Jamal—a young welder fitoervillage of Kareh Si whom Navareh knew:

When [Jamal] was riding his motorbike our way, tisépt at him. | could see this from
the minibus. He had not done anything. Withoutrggvihim notice or telling him to halt,

1% Navareh Interviewsupranote 146 (stating that the ninth victim was Mrufali). The text that follows is from Navareh's
Interview.
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they just shot at him. He escaped on his biketthra, but was later martyred in the 24-
day war on Sanandaj.

When the minibus finally arrived in Sanandaj, t
pasdarantook Navareh to a large hall that had bef= e , _
the Gendarmerie’s Club before the Revolution. THe{rganization of the lIranian People’s Fefai
sat him on a couch and taunted him about Kurcdjhuerillas) was created in 1971 through the
political aspirations. They recorded his persofemerger of two armed Marxist-Leninist grougs.
information and then drove him to the Sanangdn the 1970s, the organization violently oppoged
military base hospital for medical treatment. Navaq theé Shah's rule and following his ouster Jin
was in extreme pain, as several hours had pagdebruary 1979 was instrumental in openjng
since he had been shot. In the hospital bed nex Prisons, taking over police stations and raigng
him laid a young man with a wounded leg who spdkarmories. TheFedaian later split into the
to him in Kurdish. He was Ahsan Nahid—the mgrMajority faction, which opposed violence, a'[')d
who would later be photographed by Jahangir Rajithe Minority faction, which continued

as he lay on a stretcher in front of Khalkhalisnig | @dvocate for armed struggle.
squad.

e
Sazman-e Cherikhayeh Fedaian-e Khalq (The

Nahid told Navareh how he had been arrested. Nah&a university student, originally from Sanandaj,
whose family had moved to Tehran ten years befdedid was politically active and worked in the
village of Bukan, a small village in West AzerbaijBrovince, assisting the farmers in disputes with
feudal land owners. His younger brother Shahrignitha-a medical student in Tehran—was visiting him
during his summer vacation. The Nahid brotherspglwith two other men—Jamil Yakhchali from
Sanandaj and a man from Kermanshah—were arrested thieir car was stopped at a checkpoint by
pasdaranon the road between Mariwan and Sanandaj. Therereelaianpamphlets in the car. The man
from Kermanshah was somehow able to escape. ThielfNahd Yakhchali also attempted to escape, but
the pasdaranshot Ahsan Nahid in the thigh and arrested himekvhis brother and Yakhchali realized
that Ahsan was not with them, they returned to fimth and were arrested by the waitipgsdaran
Ahsan was taken to the hospital, while Shahriarakhchali were detained at the Gendarmerie budldin
in Sanandaj.

The bullet had shattered a bone in Navareh’s hatadfive pieces. He recognized one of the nurses an
asked her to tell his family that he was in thepitas. The next day, August 21, two of his auntaged
visit him. Navareh asked his aunts to let his fgnkihow about what had happened to him and to let
Ahsan Nahid’s family know that he was in the haalpit

Around 10 or 11 a.m. the following morning, Aug@®;, Navareh and Nahid were taken to an ambulance.
Navareh could walk, but Nahid was carried out astratcher. Soldiers accompanied them. They were
driven to the old Gendarmerie Club that had bekent@ver by the “black clagiasdaran Thepasdaran
blindfolded them with handkerchiefs and cotton, dnave them to the Sanandaj airport. They instdicte
the young men to head upstairs to a 2.5 x 3 metanr Nahid was still on a stretcher. Shahriar Naind
Yakhchali were brought in a few hours later.

A couple of days passed before the men were taikem room on the first floor of the building for
interrogation. There was a gun hanging from thel watl a guard was posted at the door. The Nahid
brothers were taken to a separate room for intatraig and then returned. They were questioned by a
man named Dr. Hashtroudi. When it was Navareh’s,ttine corridor all of a sudden became very
crowded and the guards hastily took the prisonpssairs. The guards told them that there was agtrot

in Sanandaj and the demonstrators wanted to atteclirport. As a result of the chaos, Navareh was
never questioned by Hashtroudi.
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In the evening, it was not completely dark
when Navareh, the Nahids and Yakhchali were
taken to another room. There were already
some prisoners there—including Naser Salimi,
a government employee from Mariwan whose
hand was injured, and Ata Zandi, a man who
was knowledgeable about Kurdish history.
Navareh remembers that neither man was
affiliated with any Kurdish political party or
involved in politics at all. Also in the room
were Sasan Partowee, (a young Kurdish man
from Sanandaj), Amjad Mobseri, and a father
and his twelve year old son. The twelve-year-
old had been arrested for having political flyers
in his possession and his father had come with
Sanandaj - circa 2010 him so he would not face jail alone.

The prisoners were scared, and tried to lighterighse atmosphere by reciting poetry and singingso
Then, around 9 or 9:30 p.m., interrogations resuniBide prisoners were taken one-by-one to
interrogation. Navareh recalls:

| asked Ata what was happening. He said a [relgicleric or mullah] had arrived. He
said that theakhoond (religious clergyman) was reputed to be strict—andrute.
Whoever went for interrogation would return upseteegny and sad—and sit down
pensively in a corner.

Navareh was taken to the interrogation room at ab@um. the following morning. A man dressed head
to toe in white—whom Navareh later learned was Kdrimi, the shooter captured in the photographs
taken by Jahangir Razmi—told Navareh to identifnself. Navareh recalls:

The white-clad man asked me who | was. He Wass and very talt®” He wore
sunglasses, and | later heard he wore them bet&us@s cross-eyed. He told me | did
not have a case file. Hashtroudi created a casddiileveryone else, but since | did not
see him, | did not have one.

| told the man | was a teacher from a village. bld the: “When you were on the tarmac
at the airport you defended the Kurdish people, didyyou do that?” | said: “The person
who told you this insulted and degraded us [Kuetsd | responded.” | told him: “We
[Kurds] are a nation with rights and we should htheeright to speak our own tongue.”

After Navareh'’s aunts had visited him, they hadcistetd a document signed by the village councilregat
the Navareh had gone to the village to administesato students who failed their finals at thd efithe
school year. They had given the document toptislaran The man asked Navareh where his friend and
gun were. Navareh told him he did not have either.

Navareh noticed Sasan Partowee being interrogateddteric in another room. Navareh could not hear
what they were saying. He later discovered that dleeic was Khalkhali—who had just arrived in
Sanandaj. Navareh never met with Khalkhali and ieagned to the holding room.

1" Farsis a term used to describe individuals of Perstanie majority by the other minorities in Iran.
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At about 3 a.m. in the morning, two new people wer@ught into the holding room—Issa Pirvali and
H.B."*® Navareh knew both of them—Pirvali was the keepiex lralim (meat porridge) and liver shop in
Navareh’s neighborhood. Navareh recalls:

None of us slept that night. All night long, theod@pened and closed as people went in
and out. The next dayparwish Issa [Pirvali], Naser Salimi and H.B. were takezidoe
Khalkhali, the “judge.” These trials were just falities and only lasted a few minutes.
There was no court manager, defense attorney or &gecretary! Whoever came out of
that room said that the only person they spokeas threakhoond

According toEttelaatnewspaper, Naser Salimi was charged with “actingeparate Kurdistan from Iran
and participating in the bloody massacre of Pavéhe paper further claimed that Salimi was shahe
hand while fighting in Paveh? However, Salimi strongly disputed this versionesents. According to
Navareh:

Naser Salimi—the man in the [Pulitzer Prize winjipgoto whose hand is injured—
came out [from meeting with Khalkhali] and told u3hese jerks are accusing me of
being injured in combat with them, but my hand \wegisred at home and this cut was the
result of a knife.” He told me that he was at hamien thgashworking for Moftizadeh
arrested him. Th@shwere the ones who reported that his hand wasedjir combat.
They made a case for hift}.

The authorities nonetheless arrested him and tankidr Sanandaj airpott! In Razmi’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning photograph, Salimi is the blindfolded maithwthe heavily bandaged hand in the foregrotffd.

Similarly, Issa Pirvali denied the accusations agfahim. As reported iittelaat newspaper, Khalkhali
accused Pirvali of killing Shater Mohammad and i in Sanandaj the previous Agfil. About
Pirvali’'s meeting with Khalkhali, Navareh recounts:

Darwish Issa [Pirvali] was taken, and when he céaek he was really upset. He said
that he was accused of having killed Shater Mohamrbat he knew nothing of that

affair. He was crying and saying that he doesnéneknow Shater Mohammad [...] Issa
told us: “These jerks have asked me to spy on gouhiem and report to them. | won’t

turn my back on you and will never do such a thiftgey have said if | spy for them they
will release me—but my honor cannot accept sudom&t®

1% 1 B. is a pseudonym.

159 40 Nafar dar Sanandaj, Mariwan va Saqgez Tirbardmdand[40 People Were Executed by a Firing Squad in Sdajan
Mariwan and Saqqgez],TEELAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-
1979-newspapers.html

160 Navareh Interviewsupranote 146. The terrjash refers to Kurdish collaboratorSeelHRDC, SURVIVING RAPE IN IRAN’S
PrisoNs 38 (2011), available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/publications/rem8401-surviving-rape-in-iran-s-
prisons.html?p=Tdefiningjash).

161 Navareh Interviewsupranote 146.

162 joshua Pragesupranote 152.

163 40 Nafar dar Sanandaj, Mariwan va Saqgez Tirbardmdand[40 People Were Executed by a Firing Squad in Sdajan
Mariwan and Saqqgez],TEELAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-
1979-newspapers.html

164 Shater Mohammad (Mohammad Rahmanpour) was in ehafrghe military office of Hojjatolislam SafdarB(pervisor of
Corps 28 in Sanandaj). He was fatally wounded byatestrators reportedly because he shot and kitkedroed civilians during
Bloody Nowruzin March.SeeSAyAR, supranote 39, at 37alash Barayih Payan-i Nabardha dar Sananfiorts to End the
Fighting in Sanandaj], KvyHaN, [Mar. 20, 1979],available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts3507-
1979-newspapers.html

29



When H.B. returned from meeting with Khalkhali, Magh remembered that “he was very quiet when he
returned. He wouldn’t say anything. It was cleaythad been hard on him.”

Later that day around 2 or 3 p.m., after the mestiwith Khalkhali had finished, guards came to the
room and called out eight names: Ahsan Nahid, $walNahid, Jamil Yakhchali, Naser Salimi, Issa
Pirvali, Ata Zandi, Amjad Mobasseri, and Mozaffani—a 17-year-old from the village of Ghareyan,
near Sanandaj. The guards told the eight men tormptieir shoes and follow them. Jamil Yakhchad an
Shahriar Nahid carried Ahsan Nahid out of the roomthe stretcher. Only Jamil Navareh, Sasan
Partowee, H.B., and the father and son remain#ttinoom. Navareh recalls:

When | asked the guard where they were taking ¢ight men], they replied: “We are
taking them to Kermanshah.” | was surprised bec&essvish Issa [Pirvali] had just
been brought from Kermanshah the night before. Bp were they taking them back to
Kermanshah? [...] Half an hour after they took tharhaf the room, we heard the sound
of a helicopter taking off. The sound was very losi loud that the vibrations shook our
window. | did not hear any shots. | think the hefiter noise blocked it so we couldn’t
hear it.

Navareh and the others had no idea what happerne wight men. Finally, around 6 p.m. that dag, th
guards told Navareh he had visitors. Navareh watdide and met his father, who was crying and very
upset. Navareh suspected something must have hegbpeound the airport for his father to be so Wysib
shaken. However, a guard was monitoring the mestiripey could not speak openly. Navareh stayed at
Sanandaj airport for another night or two befofaraily member came with a house deed in exchange fo
his release. Only when he got home did Navarem @t the eight men had been executed by firing
squad. A few days later, Navareh left for Tehranhitain medical attention for his injured hafd.

On August 29, people in Sanandaj protested theutives. Security forces attacked the protesters and
one protester, Mansour Alaghemand Bahrami, wasddjHe later died in hospital from his injurigs.

3.4. Saqqez

On August 27, it was reported that 45 men had lesecuted in the Western regions of Kurdistan since
Khalkhali’s arrival*®’ That day, Khalkhali and his entourage travelediaB6 miles northwest to Saqqez,
a small town in Kurdistan Province. Khalkhali immegely organized trials at the Saggez military base
deal with those allegedly responsible for the battif the previous day®:

Prior to Khalkhali's arrival, the fighting in Iras’Kurdish region had spread to Sagtjézurds had
seized weapons from the military base and basewamby towns immediately following Khomeni's

165 Navareh Interviewsupranote 146.

166 Navareh Interview,supra note 146, available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-1979-
newspapers.html

%7 Jran Tells Kurds to Surrender or Be CrushedGUARDIAN, Aug. 27, 1979, at 6, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums23507-1979-newspapers.html

188 40 Nafar dar Sanandaj, Mariwan va Saqgez Tirbardmdand[40 People Were Executed by a Firing Squad in Sdajan
Mariwan and Saqqgez], TEELAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts¢3507-
1979-newspapers.html

169 seePayam-i Nukhust Vazir bih Padigan-i Sagfjtessage of the Prime Minister to Saqqgez MilitagsB],ETTELAAT, [Aug.
28, 1979] (reporting Interim Prime Minister Bazangdeclaring that the men in Saqgez “bravely prettdheir base, city of
Saqqgez, their country and their revolution sincegdst 22"), available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-
documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html
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return to Iran in February® Hostilities between the military armhsdaranstationed at Saqgez military
base and the local Kurds intensified to the pdmatt bn August 22, the central government dispatched
forces from the military base in Sanandaj to Sagffd¢homeini ordered thpasdaranand the army to
coordinate their activities and warned that anynsigf insubordination in the army would lead to
execution-"?

While government forces met with some initial resice,
they quickly retook the town using air attacks dmehvy
artillery. For two days, helicopters shot people the
streets of Saqgez and Phantom jets strafed the.'t6n
was reported that by Friday, August 24, the myitgr
blocked all roads leading to Saqgez and effectiv|
quarantined the town, but that battles contintiédon
Sunday, August 26Ettelaat newspaper reported that th
military had complete control of Saqqez. Kurdisghtiers
escaped to the mountains, but the military pasidaranset
up checkpoints all over town to stop and seafch
townspeople and they arrested close to 150 peDelepite I
the security controls and the fact that businessemined
closed,Ettelaatreported that people had resumed daily activitigsvever, the town was destroyed. On
August 27, it was reported that 200 Kurds had beeptured and were awaiting the arrival of
Khalkhali!™

Sagqgez — circa 2010

Ayatollah Khalkhali arrived that day. The next miogy August 28, he made good on the promise of the
central government to execute any military officedso disobeyed orders, and he sentenced to death

170 Kaabi Interviewsupranote 27.

1" Dargiriyih Niruhayih Artish va Muhajiman dar Humitly SaqgeZClashes Between the Military Forces and the levadn
the Outskirts of Saqgez],TEELAAT, [Aug. 23, 1979] (quoting statement by Commanderaops 28 of Kurdistan, staff colonel,
Iraj Sepehr:

In the name of God, the compassionate the Merciful

Respectful, Muslim and informed residents of Saggemimber of mercenary and godless elements, veého a

undoubtedly not from amongst the Muslim and conedipeople of Saggez and pursue nothing other than
destruction of the country and animosity with theidlim people of Kurdistan, opened fire near Saqqez
bridge on your military brothers and are preventimgm from entering the city.

Your soldier brethrens have dispatched to the a@itaqgez to support you and provide you with dgcur
Therefore, we expect that you extend you warm pabmsgueeze their manly hands and warmly welcome
them so that they can, alongside you, protect & end comfort of the people. This is the reasswhich

the Islamic Republic of Iran’s military, includin@orps 28 of Kurdistan, with the help of you, the dVin
people of Saqgez, and having a steadfast beligfarholy revolution as well as respect to the blobthe
martyrs of the path of right and truth and the osdef the leader of the revolution, crushes tha-ant
revolutionaries.

172 Nassir Shirkhanl,lIran Pounds Rebel Stronghold in Air AttaclGuUARDIAN, Aug. 24, 1979, at 4available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-1979-newspapers.html

173150 Muhajim dar Saqgez Dastgir ShuddfB0 Invaders Were Arrested in SaqqeziTiAaT, [Aug. 26, 1979];Juz’iyat-i
Nabard-i Shahr-i SagqgZhe Details of the Battle of the City of Saqqez}TELAAT, [Aug. 25, 1979]; Nassir Shirkharlkan
Pounds Rebel Stronghold in Air AttacByARDIAN, Aug. 24, 1979, at 4available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-
rights-documents/3507-1979-newspapers.hiahbi Interviewsupranote 27.

17 juz'iyat-i Nabard-i Shahr-i Saqq¢Zhe Details of the Battle of the City of SaqqeZiTeLAAT, [Aug. 25, 1979]available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$#3507-1979-newspapers.himl

75 PRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 8llran Tells Kurds to Surrender or Be Crush&ARDIAN, Aug. 27, 1979, at Gvailable at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-1979-newspapers.html
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without trial nine army officers accused of colladting with the Kurds. The executed were Second
Lieutenant Ahmad Saeedi, Second Lieutenant Ghaddrad®r, Second Lieutenant Taher Khatibi,
Sergeant Mohammad Babamiri, (Third) Sergeant NEseladi, (First) Sergeant Rasoul Amini, (Third)

Sergeant Mohammad Ghafari, (Third) Sergeant Najiorkhidi, and (Second) Sergeant of the
Gendarmerie Karim RezaBFf,

In addition to the nine officers, Khalkhali order#lte execution of eleven Kurds. The eleven were
Seifollah Feizi (15 years old), Anvar Ardalan, Aakhraee, Abdullah Bahrami, Seyyed-Hassan Ahadi,
Mohammad Darvish-Noghrei, Karim Shiriaee, Abobakm@adi, Ahmad Moghadam, Jamil Jamalzadeh
and Azar Kashb-Daraei (12 years old). They werewabeel by firing squad that ddy’

Seifollah Feizi was a 15-year-old boy from the hgaiown of Bukan who had been arrested during the
fighting in Saqgez. His sister, Gowhar Feizi, rerhers that her brother, like many Kurdish youth,
helped bring food and other supplies to Kurdislhtigs. She was told that, while Feizi was with augr

of 20-30 people delivering food to fighters, a taily helicopter circled overhead and dropped a hibak
shagged the boy. The helicopter then dragged himalfout ten miles over rough terrain away from the
battle frontlines to the military base in Saqqeack®s and thorns lined the path and Feizi brokaison

a boulder during the terrifying journé{f’

There was no medical equipment at the base to Feiat and he was transported to the hospital in
Sanandaj. During the helicopter ride to the hogpitae of thepasdaranthreatened to throw him from the
helicopter in mid-flight. However, the pilot adantigrobjected and succeeded in taking Feizi to Sdagan
hospital. Feizi was treated and later returnedaigpg8z.

Gowhar Feizi remembers that her brother was quesdia few days after his return:

Khalkhali, appointed as judge, came to Saqgez. Mther was called before him. There
was no formal court proceeding and nobody both&wemkk about the circumstances of
his arrest, or his psychological and physical tmeditstead, they asked him what he did.
He responded: “I supported my people and distribfib®d and medicine.” They asked
him who the leader of his people was. He answelDed Ghassemlou.” Then, with a thin
wooden stick, Khalkhali pointed my brother in onedtion and instructed him to stand
there. That comprised the entirety of the questasanswers my brother was subjected
to.

Feizi’'s family was told to visit him in detentiogso they packed clean clothes and food for him ahof§

for Saqgez by bus. Gowhar remembers that on the steysaw many women dressed in black chadors.
As they approach Saqqgez, they saw a group of &@#100 men and women walking. The bus stopped
and the driver asked them whether the bus coulet ¢éimé city. They said that the bus could, but that

city was under martial law and advised that they stff main streets. When the bus passengers asked
why, they said that Ayatollah Khalkhali had exeduédout twenty people that day, including a boy who
was not yet 16 years old. They also said that aghad not been executed.

176 40 Nafar dar Sanandaj, Mariwan va Saqgez Tirbardwdand[40 People Were Executed by a Firing Squad in Sdajan
Mariwan and Saqgez], TEELAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979];What’'s News: Business and Finance World-WMeLL Srt. J., Aug. 29,

1979; Khomeini Kills Hopes for Peace in KurdestanGUARDIAN, Aug. 29, 1979, at 8, available at

http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docume£3507-1979-newspapers.html

17740 Nafar dar Sanandaj, Mariwan va Saqgez Tirbar&ud&nd[40 People Were Executed by a Firing Squad in S#ajan
Mariwan and Saqqgez], TEELAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts¢3507-

1979-newspapers.html

178 |HRDC Interview with Gowhar Feizi (Feb. 2, 201bh(file with IHRDC) [hereinafter Feizi InterviewThe text that follows
is from Gowhar Feizi's interview.
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Gowhar Feizi felt a strong sense of foreboding and
hoped her brother was not the teenage victim. Once
their bus reached its destination, she, her mathdr

her sisters disembarked and walked with a group of
mostly women toward the military base in Saqgez.
Soldiers at the base started shooting in their rgéne
direction. The women fell to the ground and took
cover. From the watch tower, someone with a
loudspeaker warned the group to not come any closer
or they would be shot and killed. A guard came out
and asked why they had come to the base. When the
group replied that they wanted to see their
imprisoned relatives, the guard instructed thergdo

to the central mosque in town. He said all the
prisoners were released and waiting there.

Photograph of men killed in Kurdistan in 1939 Feizi's family anxiously headed to the mosque. The

(The EconomistSept. 1, 1979, p. 48) mosque was extremely crowded, but they were told
that people had been executed and that they should
help identify bodies. Gowhar saw a pile of corpaéth ice on top of them. Throngs of people, many
crying and wailing in distress, clustered arounel blodies in frantic attempts to identify their teles.
Gowhar recalls:

| was scared, and shocked yet pulled uncontrolltdard the bodies. My brother and |
were very close and he often came to pick me um fsohool. On the walks home, he
wrapped his arms around my shoulders and so hidshand his fingers, were very
familiar to me. As soon as | saw his hands—therthat heap of bodies—I recognized
him. | kissed his hands. His chest was riddled Wvitles—it looked like he had been shot
10-20 times. There was also a mark left by ropesrat his neck. His arm was still in

plaster and | screamed: “That is my beloved brdthdy sisters outside the mosque

heard me and ran inside. They beat their chestoimrning. The damage was done.

The ligature marks and bullet wounds are clearenagd of how Feizi was executed. However, his family
does not know the details. The city was under mladiv and the Imam of the mosque said he could not
do anything to help them bring the body back to &8ukThe family eventually obtained permission from

the military authorities to take the body home mnaanbulance.

In 1980, Seifollah Feizi's brother Abdullah Feiziasv executed as well. Gowhar Feizi recalls his
humiliating treatment and brutal death:

Without interrogation or trial, thpasdaranwrote “anti-revolutionary” and “infidel” on
placards, placed them around [the prisoners’] neaksl paraded them in the streets.
Bystanders were encouraged to throw rotten tomatmgss, stones, pieces of wood and
other objects at my brother and his friend. In thisy, the government exploited the
emotions of innocent people—they made brothers aseiwf one another. After my
brother and the others received this humiliatimgtment, | do not know how they were
killed. But when the bodies were returned to Bukasgw that my brother’s entire neck
was cut open and the insides exposed. It was ssgme that | passed out at the sight.

While Khalkhali ordered the execution of twenty ploon August 28, he cleared another 25 people of
their alleged crimes and released them from cusfotlgwing the cessation of active hostilities in
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SaqqgeZ/® But despite the release of these people, he emito order others alleged to have aided and
assisted the Kurdish forces—including teachers medical professionals—to be executed, jailed or
exiled!®

Charges against medical professionals arose frorargment claims that personnel at Saqgez hospital
refused treatment to injured soldiers grabdaran® Ettelaat newspaper reported that on August 28,
Khalkhali sentenced Dr. Niloufari—the head of Saghespital—to exile in the city of Rafsanjan for
refusing medical care fgasdaranand soldiers®?

However, there is evidence thaasdaranwere treated at the hospit&l. Two Kurdish nurses at Saqgez
hospital, Shahla and Nasrin Kaabi, were insistdat @ll persons wounded in battle be treated—
regardless of affiliation. Their brother, Rauf Kgabformer member of theéedaian-e Khalgrecalls that
his sisters were even impervious to pressure friom h

During the conflicts, a capturgzhsdarwas sent to Saqgez—where my sisters worked in
the town hospital. | was at the operational offaéehe Fedaian when a couple of people
came to see me. They said: “We need you becausesigters won't allow us to see the
pasdar” Everyone was curious to see whapasdarlooked like—this was novel to us.
So | went to the hospital. The first thing my sidiasrin said to me when she saw me
was: “So, what is it? You too are here to sqesdaf” | answered in the affirmative.
She said: “Don’t even entertain the idea! This oapital and th@asdaris our patient.
We have an obligation to care for him [...]” In anyeet, she did not let me, her brother,
meet with thepasdar My sisters were nurses and committed to providiage to their
patients, no matter who it was. Yet still the vetdianded down by Khalkhali was that
they had collaborated with anti-revolutionaries.

Khalkhali ordered that Nasrin be exiled to Mahan-the southeast of Iran—and that Shahla be exiled in
Qazvin. After they returned to Saqgez, war brokeimthe spring of 1980 and the Kaabi sisters were
arrested. They were taken to Sanandaj prison lmrt sansferred to Evin prison in Tehran where they
remained for a month and a half before being texnsfl back to Sanandaj. Government authoritiesrneve
told the family the reason for the temporary trengio Evin. Prior to the sisters’ transfer back to
Sanandaj, they were only granted one or two fawmidits.*®*

In Sanandaj, visitation was completely denied. WHikir family remained in the dark, on Friday, Asg
29, 1980, a firing squad executed the Kaabi siste&anandaj prison. No notice was given to thebKaa

179 40 Nafar dar Sanandaj, Mariwan va Saqgez Tirbardmdand[40 People Were Executed by a Firing Squad in Sdajan
Mariwan and Saqqgez],TEELAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts3507-
1979-newspapers.html

180 Kaabi Interview supranote 27. On August 31, it was reported that twadsthad been executed in Zanjan. Thurgdh
Brings in Tanks to Force Kurdish Surrender GUARDIAN, Aug. 31, 1979, at 8, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$#3507-1979-newspapers.himl

181 Juz'iyat-i Nabard-i Shahr-i Saqq¢Zhe Details of the Battle of the City of SaqqeZiTeLAAT, [Aug. 25, 1979]available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$#3507-1979-newspapers.himl

182 Chigunigiyih Sudur-i Dastur-i Hamlih bih SaggezmiaShud[The Manner of Issuance of Order of Attack on SEqwas
Announced], ETELAAT, [Aug. 29, 1979].Seealso Chigunigiyih Girugangiriyih Majruhan dar SaggpHow the Injured Were
Taken Hostage in Saqgez]TELAAT, [Aug. 30, 1979] (reporting that on August 30, Dliloufari sent injuredpasdaranand
soldiers to Mahabad and Bukan as hostages of thel Kdhd that, as a result, Khalkhali released Dioufari upon a guarantee
by a third party and a promise that he would re&rithe hostages from Mahaba#halkhali Doctor Niloufari ra Azad Kard
[Khalkhali Released Dr. Niloufari], BELAAT, [Sept. 2, 1979]available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-
documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html

183 Kaabi Interviewsupranote 27; IHRDC interview with Maruf Kaabi (Feb.2011) (on file with IHRDC) [hereinafter Maruf
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184 Kaabi Interviewsupranote 27.
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family about the impending executions. Insteadh iemarkable act of gratuitous cruelty, the autteari
told the daughters’ father that his daughters wéaéldreed from prison on Friday and that he coolche
pick them up. But when the parents arrived at Sadaigorison, guards threw the sisters’ clothinghain
and told them they had been executed that dayKdlabi family still does not know what crimes Nasrin
and Shahla were formally charged with and conviofedr whether they were ever charged at®all.

3.5. Mahabad

Mahabad, of course, held special significance fards, having been the site of the only independent
Kurdish republic. Located in a fertile valley in WeAzerbaijan Province, it had traditionally been a
agricultural market. The KDPI had its headquarteese and set up a local government following the
Revolution'®®

After government forces entered Mahabad

September 3 following the three-week siede
the residents sent a telegram to Khomejr
begging that Mahabad be spared summary tr
and executions. However, on September 6
was reported that Khalkhali had ordered tpi
execution of 80 Kurds and that he was planni
to travel to Mahabad despite Tehran’s orderg
return to the capitaf’ He arrived in Mahabad
on Friday, September*®

He reportedly met with a group of locgl?
citizens, neighborhood trustees and clerics frpm
the city. Ettelaat newspaper reported that he
explained *“as the religious magistrate, |I
announce that by order of Imam Khomeinl,
whoever hands over his arms, even if he is a memwbt#re [Kurdish] Democratic Party, and stops his
support of the anti-revolutionaries, then he wél $ubject to Imam’s amnesty.” He forbade any fofm o
anti-national and anti-religious demonstration aratned that “if a person acts against the lawshef t
military andpasdaran he will be dealt with in accordance to the lawddwever, in another part of his
speech, Khalkhali added that leaders of the “Deatstmwere not subject to amnesf.

Mahabad — circa 2010

Khalkhali apparently also took the opportunity tgaen explain some of the executions. He said he
ordered that Dr. Rashvand [the doctor in Paveh]ekecuted because Rashvand had ordered the
beheading of Sunni Muslims. He is reported to hray#ained that:

Under such conditions, we could not merely watch stand away from the action and
say people of Kurdistan should be left to their adevices. Particularly considering that

1851d.; Maruf Kaabi Interviewsupranote 183.

186 PRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 57-58.

187 Thurgood, Iranian Forces Pursue Retreating KurdsGuarDIAN, Sept. 6, 1979, at 7,available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docume£3507-1979-newspapers.html

188 Thurgood, Kurds May Wage Mountain Warfagre GUARDIAN, Sept. 8, 1979, at 7, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docume£3507-1979-newspapers.html

189 |khtar-i Shadid-i Khalkhali dar MahabafSerious Warning of Khalkhali in Mahabad]TfELAAT [Sept. 9, 1979]; Thurgood,
Kurds May Wage Mountain Warfar&uarDIAN, Sept. 8, 1979, at Ayailable athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-
documents/3507-1979-newspapers.html
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98% of the Kurdish people, with the exception ofmemuevo richekids, are Muslims
who participate in Friday prayers. In this midsglfng responsible as the commander-in-
chief, Imam felt that the government may act inwamrevolutionary, manner so he
ordered the military to crush the Democréts.

Regarding his activities in Saqgez, he claimed thA@tof our military men angasdarandisappeared”
and that they were “handed over by Dr. Niloufaril dais buddies to the Democrats and they in turk too
the hostages to Irag.” He complained that if heewter sentence Dr. Niloufari to death, “internationa
rights and human rights supporters would make aensbating that | intend to uproot physicians irs thi
country.” Addressing rumors that he had sentencé@-gear-old boy to death in Mahabad, Khalkhali
said

These people were present. They saw that we onfeseed people to execution who
were either present in the trenches or had conma fnatside of the country. We arrested
people in Paveh who were Christians. What was &t doing there?

Khalkhali also claimed that Sheikh Hosseini hadvioesly received money from SAVAK. One of the
clerics at the meeting opined that they did nottwanbe dealt with the way the Westerners said and
wrote about. Khalkhali responded that:

Americans can write what they want and the European say what they like. We don't
pay any attention to them. They had written inthmeiwspapers that the military can'’t
reach Mahabad for another three years. We aresthmit Republic and this is a pattern
to follow. You should not pay any attention to thesritings. Has the military and
pasdarankilled anyone so far since they entered Mahabadi?a@e they looted a house?
You should not repeat these rumors.

Ettelaat newspaper reported thpasdaranwanted to arrest a member of the city councilnalitey the
meeting, but Khalkhali instructed that nobody wadé detained. The local clerics promised thatether
would be no more demonstrations in the city. Bypang man stood and said that a resolution had been
issued by the people of Mahabad and its surrousdidfalkhali asked how many people had signed the
resolution. The man admitted that it was not sigied Khalkhali asked him to read the resolutiohe T
paper quoted the reading of the resolution:

Article one—The religious and political leaderstloé Kurds whose blood is one and the
same with the blood of the Kurdish people shouldb@oinsulted in any way at all.

Article two—The Mojahedinshould not be given permission to enter the citg the
surrounding villages of Kurdistan and the Kurdishkiding areas.

Article three—General amnesty for all the Kurdigkople including the leaders of the
Kurdish parties.

Khalkhali interrupted to say “We don't accept EzreHosseini and Ghassemlou as the leaders of the
Kurds and théMojahedinwill go everywhere.” The young man continued regdhe resolution:

Article four—Revolutionary courts will not be held Mahabad.

190 |khtar-i Shadid-i Khalkhali dar Mahabaferious Warning of Khalkhali in Mahabad]TEELAAT, [Sept. 9, 1979]available
at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums£3507-1979-newspapers.html
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Khalkhali responded: “It is not possible. The cdwas to do its job.” The young man continued:
Article five—Release of the Kurdish brothers areelsih Mahabad.

Khalkhali said: “Those who are against the masg#ésey repent, they will be subject to the amnesty
those of them who are leaders are a different $tdhe young man continued reading:

Article six—Forgiving of a group of military brothe who were serving in Mahabad and
are presently held imprisoned in Orumiyeh milithase.

Khalkhali exclaimed that he did accept the demamdisthat they would be dealt with in accordancé wit
military law so that the military men understandttivhen they get paid by the people, they havetma
their interests. The young man read Article 7:

Article 7—Prevent the execution of Kurdish brothetso are military men in Sanandaj.

Khalkhali said that this was not possible eithed #mat he should not say such things because sshola
were sitting there, and if there was a problemy thieuld discuss it. The young man directed Khalktual
issue a response to the resolution within 48 haurgelevision and radio. Khalkhali dismissed him,
saying that he had given his responses alreadyadded that “Demonstrations are forbidden and the

military andpasdaranare everywhere'®*

On September 9, the central government took cowtrélayhanand Ettelaat newspapers and handed
them over to theBonyad-e Mostazafa(Foundation for the Dispossesséd)Khomeini ordered the
establishment of the Foundation in March 1979 tofisoate for the benefit of the weak and needy
laborers, employees and others, all movable andowaiyle property of the Pahlavi dynasty and their
branches and agents and others connected to thamh#éd been accumulated illegally through
embezzlement from the national coffers over theg/ehtheir dominance.

A not-for-profit that operates under the authoofythe Supreme Leader, the Foundation nationalized
thousands of workshops, factories, hotels and opneperties during the post-revolution period and
remains one of the most powerful of the state-muméations toda}’®

4. Executions and Battles Continue

Neither the executions nor the fighting ended. @pt&mber 2, government forces brutally took control
of the small village of Gharnd* On September 11, it was reported that Khalkhtli,is Kurdistan, had
ordered his men to gouge out the eyes and smaghdtieof a man deemed guilty of using torture unde
the Shah’s regime. After three teeth had been @=tlarelatives of the man he allegedly torturethea
forward and prevented further punishm&ftchalkhali left Kurdistan on or about Septembertd3jive
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Khomeini a report about his activities in the regi® He recommended that the government rebuild
houses for those whose homes had been destroyed doe fighting, pave the main roads, and fire all
the “Democrat” affiliates from the government off&t® Reports of executions in Kurdistan and
elsewhere continued®

Khalkhali returned to Mahabad by plane later in tE€eyber. Before leaving, he issued a statement
banning all demonstrations in support of the KDRd avarning that “once again, counterrevolutionaries
were stirring up trouble to ‘color Kurdistan withet blood of our country’s children'®® Ettelaat
newspaper reported his complaints that Iranian papers were publishing news in a manner that made
him look like a villain and glorified the executealhd that the international press was focused en th
executions of a few criminals. He was quoted asling that:

Such oppression and murders and tortures take plaebodesia, Angola, Mozambique,
South Africa and other parts of the world by thenées of the United States, but the
published press in USA and Western Europe remdémtsabout those killings and

ruthless massacres. However, when a few blood+sgckriminals are executed in

Kurdistan and other parts of Iran, stories begisgdm and newspapers start to fill, and
the televisions boldly display a montage photosTisiwhile everyone knows that no one
was tried while on a stretcher in the revolutioneoyrts of Kurdistan. All of those tried

were healthy and walked on their own feet to tie thamber and walked out, on their
own feet, to the gallows. All such propaganda ismdor disturbing the minds of the

masses and the simpletons.

He then continued to defend his execution recoddamuressed the cases of fourteen of the peopiade
ordered executedAmong them was Issa Pirvali who was executed inaBdaj for allegedly killing
Shater Mohammad. Khalkhali explained that “Whemyag out his criminal deed, this man was holding
a cleaving butcher knife, spinning it around arayfantly saying ‘The meat from Khomeini's followers
just dipped in price! and other statements thatlashamed of repeating.” He also continued hisndef

of Dr. Sardari’s execution in Paveh. This timedid Ettelaatthat Dr. Sardari had been arrested armed in
the trenches and was one of the leaders of thaveed KDP 2%

On September 29, it was reported that he had suignoadered four more men executed in Mahabad.
Three were condemned for “contacts with counteltgiamaries” and the fourth of “moral offense$™”
On October 18, perhaps in light of the upcomingevant the draft Constitution, Khomeini announced a
halt to execution$’? However, by November 1979, at least 550 peopledesh executed in Iran, many
of them at the behest of Khalkhali. He was remdvenh his position as head of the Revolutionary Gour

19 Guzarish-i Khalkhali darbarihyih Qarb-i Kishvar bitmam[Report of Khalkhali about the Western Parts of @wntry to
Imam], EITELAAT, [Sept. 13, 1979],available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docums#3507-1979-
newspapers.html

197 Khalkhali: Dawlat Harchih Zudtar Bayad dar KurdistaDast bih Sazandigi Bizandtkhalkhali: the Government Must
Sooner Rather than Later Start Construction Prejeict Kurdistan], ETELAAT, [Sept. 15, 1979],available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docume£3507-1979-newspapers.html

198 SeeThurgood,Iran Takes Further Step to Theocracy; 9 Kurds EieduGUARDIAN, Sept. 14, 1979, at 8 (reporting nine
executions in central Hamadan province and the dowfi Gonbad-e Kavus, Sanandaj and Banehjailable at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts£3507-1979-newspapers.html

99 jran Oil Chief Replaced After “Treason” ChargesGUARDIAN, Sept. 29, 1979, at 6,available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts£3507-1979-newspapers.html

200 K halkhali: Chira Dar Kurdistan Hukm-i Idam Sadir k@am [Khalkhali: Why | Issued Execution Sentences in distan],
ETTELAAT, [Sept. 23, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts£3507-1979-newspapers.html
201 9 Nafar Tirbaran Shudand9 People Were Executed by Firing SquadfTEEAAT, [Sept. 7, 1979],available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docume£3507-1979-newspapers.html.

202 Thurgood, Minister “Stired Up Kurds' Hostility,” GuarDiAN, Oct. 19, at 6, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts£3507-1979-newspapers.html
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but was made head of a narcotics taskforce in M@0 1from where he continued to order executions.
He was removed from that position in December 1980prtedly by then-President Bani Sadr who
himself fled the country in June 1981. However, Khali continued to wield power and influence ir th
Islamic Republic until his death in 2083.

On October 24, a referendum was
held on the draft Constitution
presented by the Assembly of
Experts. It was approved by the
electorate and became effective on
December 3. The Constitution
created a centrally controlled
system similar to that under the
Shah but within an Islamic
framework. Article 15 provides
that Persian is the official
language of the Islamic Republic
and that “[o]fficial documents,
correspondence, and texts, as well
as textbooks, must be in [Persian].

Ry Pt e R “However, the use of regional and
tribal languages in the press and
Military tanks outside BanelEftelaatSept. 5, 1979) mass media, as well as for

teaching of their literature in
schools, is allowed in addition to Persian.” Wtthe rights of three religious minorities are redagd,
there is no recognition of ethnic minority rights.

Widespread fighting in the Kurdish regions contisiieto Octobef®> On October 31, Kurdish fighters
retook Mahabad and negotiations with the centravegument resumed® However, Khomeini
consistently rejected any plan involving local eohtand the fighting eventually blossomed intauli-f
scale war that lasted for years. The KDPI split@0 when a small group sided with the Tudeh Party,
the largest Communist Party in Iran. The main pHrtKDPI remained loyal to its chairman Dr.
Ghassemlou and continued to battle Tehran/Qom onatily leaders and members were forced into exile.
Dr. Ghassemlou was assassinated in Vienna in 198Beawas preparing to enter into yet another
negotiation session with the Islamic Repubic.

5. Violations of | nternational and Iranian L aw

The executions, without fair trials, that the Renminary Court under the authority of Ayatollahs
Khalkhali and Khomeini ordered in Iran’s Kurdishgiens violated Iranian law and the Islamic
Republic’s obligations under international humaghts law. The arrests and executions based on the
political beliefs of the victims also violated tlwictims’ rights of expression and association, amd
redress.

203 Afshar, Obituary: Ayatollah Sadeq Khalkhasiupranote 76.

204 Qanun-i Assasiyih Jumhuriyih Islamiyih Iran g€STITUTION OF THE ISLAMIC RePUBLIC OF IRAN] 1358 [adopted 1979,
amended 1989] art. 15 [hereinafteRANIAN CONST], available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-
documents/iranian-codes/3017-the-constitution-efitlamic-republic-of-iran.html

205 Hiro, supranote 20, at 112.

208 PRUNHUBER, supranote 21, at 84.

207 |zapY, supranote 3, at 210.

39



5.1. Executionswithout Fair Trials

Article 6 of the International Covenant on CivildaRolitical Rights (ISCOR), to which Iran was atgar

in 1979 (and still is), codifies the supreme rightife held by every human beid®. Even in countries
that still use the death penalty as a form of gunent, it must be a considered a “quite exceptional
measure®® Article 6 provides that “a sentence of death mayrbposed only for the most serious crimes
in accordance with the law in force at the timehef commission of the crime.” The death penalty may
only be carried out pursuant to a “final judgmesdered by a competent couit”’Executing persons
under 18 years of age at the time of the offenderlsidden. A person sentenced to death also has th
right to appeal or request a parddh

Moreover, under international law, every accusedqre has the right to a fair trial. Article 14 dfet
ICCPR guarantees that:

All persons shall be equal before the courts aiitals. In the determination of any
criminal charge against him, or of his rights arfigations in a suit at law, everyone
shall be entitled to a fair and public hearing bgoanpetent, independent and impartial
tribunal established by laf¥

Article 14 also provides that the accused shallvénhthe right to be presumed innocent until proven
guilty,” “be informed promptly and in detail in ariguage which he understands of the nature ane caus
of the charge against him,” “have adequate time fandities for the preparation of his defense &nd
communicate with counsel of his own choosing,” hadtried without undue delay*®

While countries are permitted to derogate from sofneir international human rights obligationsain
“public emergency which threatens the life of tlaion,” and then, only to the extent strictly neszey
under the circumstancé¥ they never have a right to derogate from theiy dotprotect the lives of their
citizens. In addition, the Human Rights Committes firmly established that the “guarantees of tfét
may never be made subject to measures of derogdtainwould circumvent the protection of non-
derogable rights?*®

During the summer of 1979, Iran was in the midsa afansition from a constitutional monarchy to the
Islamic Republic. While the Islamic Republic wasnially declared in April 1979, the Constitutiontbe

Islamic Republic was not adopted until Decembed®79, and the laws during the interim were not
always clear. However, even during this post-retiofu period, Ayatollah Khomeini recognized the

208 |nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Righart. 6(2), Mar. 23, 1976, 999 U.N.T.S. 171 @eafter ICCPR],
available at http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docuntséinternational-conventions/3197-internationatgention-
on-civil-and-political-rights.htmlIran signed the ICCPR on Apr. 4, 1968 and ratiflee agreement on June 24, 1975 without
reservations. Article 6 provides: “Every human lgefras the inherent right to life. This right shadl protected by law. No one
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his lifeld. art. 6(1).

209,N. Human Rights Comm., General Comment No. §hRio Life (Art. 6), T 1, U.N. Doc. HRI/GEN/1/Rdvat 6 (Apr. 30,
1982),available athttp://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/45388400a.hfinéreinafter General Comment No. 6].
210|CCPR,supranote 208, art. 6(2).

21d. art. 6(4).

22|, art. 14(1).

213|d art. 14(2), (3).

14 State parties are permitted to derogate from someenational obllgatlons ‘in [a] time of public emgency which threatens
the life of the nation and the existence of whibfficially proclaimed.” U.N. Human Rights Comn&eneral Comment No. 29:
States of Emeraency (Art. 4T 3, UN. Doc. CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.11 at 2 (Aud.. 33001), available at
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/71ebadhe®4f7c1256ae20051736Thus, even if the right to life were a
derogable obligation, the insistence of Kurds atigbioethnic minorities for some measure of secal#onomy did not justify
summary trials and executions, as the authoriiétsiot declare a public emergency that threatehedife of Iran.

5 U.N. Human Rights Comm., General Comment No.Aficle 14: Right to Equality Before Courts and Bunals and to Fair
Trial, i 6, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/GC/32, at 2 (Aug. 23, 2007), available at
http: Jiwww.unhcr. orq/refworld/type GENERAL,HRC, 45’2132f2 0.html
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universal right of all human beings to not be exeddor non-serious crimes or political beliefs. May
14, 1979, he issued the following decree:

Mr. Prosecutor of the Islamic Revolutionary Cowother than the 2 cases of (1) someone
who is proven to have killed a man and (2) someamne has ordered mass killings or has
committed an act of torture that led to death, partchas the authority to issue an

execution order and people should not be executest than in the two cases mentioned.
Transgressing this order is a crime and will beopod manslaughtetr:®

Certainly the executions ordered by Ayatollah Khalk as authorized by Ayatollah Khomeini, violated
both international and Iranian law for several oess While the exact number of executions is not
known, it was reported at the time that as man§Oapeople were executed in the Kurdish regionsyThe
were executed for such crimes as “corruption ortheand at war with God and his prophet,” and
expressing support for the KDPI, as well as vagifienses such as “direct participation in Mariwan’s
events” and “gathering armed individuals.” Thedemdes, most of which are political crimes, do nis#

to the level of seriousness set forth in Khomeiorder or required under international law. Moraowat
least three of the people executed were under geech 18. Mozaffar Rahimi, a 17-year-old, was
executed in Sanandaj. Seifollah Feizi was 15 yeltsand Azar Kashb-Daraei was 12 years old when
they were executed in Saqdez.

In addition, the executions were not ordered by metent courts and or after procedures that even
approached fair trials. Khalkhali was swift and tatu He or his deputies briefly questioned the

detainees—most of whom had been arrested withotrantgs—and summarily announced whether they
would live or die. In many cases, it was suffici¢éimat the detainee admitted he supported the KDPI.
Khalkhali made no allowance for assistance of celyr@roduction of evidence, or appeal. Men were

executed within hours, sometimes minutes, of tiea@uncement of the death senteftée.

Last, the regime intentionally used these execatiand the threat of such executions, to terrdraa@an
Kurds and their supporters. Khomeini sent Khalkhdlhe Hanging Judge,” to the Kurdish regions and
supported Khalkhali's methods. Khalkhali publicizeid execution orders and welcomed interviews. His
deputies were not concerned as Jahangir Razmi giagtioed them killing eleven men in Sananda.
Khomeini's method was effective—Kurds were terreday the threat of executions. It was reportet tha
after government troops took control of Mahabaeanly September, the city was strewn with posters
urging people to be “prepared for battle or ‘fackakkhali!”?*° Terrified citizens of the town wrote
Khomeini begging him to not allow Khalkhali to telvto Mahabad as he had to other towns in the
Kurdish regions.

5.2. Rightsto Freedom of Expression and Association

Fundamental human rights to freedom of expressionagsociation are codified in the ICCPR. Article 1
provides that “[e]veryone shall have the right tolch opinions without interferencé® Article 22

218 Bih Dastur-i Imam Khomeini: Mujazat-i Idam Mahduiul [By Order of Imam Khomeini: Limitations Were Placed

Execution Orders], BEELAAT, [May 14, 1979],available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts#3507-
1979-newspapers.html

217 Feizi Interview,supranote 178; Navareh Interviewypranote 146.

218 Feizi Interview,supranote 178.

219 Thurgood, Iranians Take Rebel Kurdish Town GuARDIAN, Sept. 4, 1979, at 6, available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$#3507-1979-newspapers.himi

220|CCPR,supranote 208 art. 19(1). Article 19(2) provides thi]teryone shall have the right to freedom of espien; this
right shall include freedom to seek, receive anplarhinformation and ideas of all kinds, regardlesfontiers, either orally, in
writing or in print, in the form of art, or througiny other media of his choicdd. art. 19(2).
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provides that “[e]veryone shall have the right teeBlom of association with othe$*Similar to the
right to life, there is no permitted derogationnfrghe international protections of freedom of thaug
conscience or religious beli&f.

Ayatollah Khomeini, recognizing the legitimacy tese basic freedoms, promised before the creation o
the Islamic Republic that “in an Islamic governmezit people have freedom to express any opinféh.”
The Constitution of the Islamic Republic eventuabdified these rights. Article 24 sets forth tight to
freedom of expressidfi? and Article 26 sets forth the right to freedom asfsociatiorf?> Article 9
provides that:

No authority has the right to abrogate legitimatefioms, not even by enacting laws
and regulations for that purpose, under the praieptreserving the independence and
territorial integrity of the countr§?’

The regime, led by Ayatollah Khomeini violated tlights of the executed men and boys to freedom of
expression and association. Hundreds of people—moemen and children—were arrested for belonging
to or supporting secular political parties. A 1&geld was arrested because he had some KDPI
literature. Many of the executed were convictedKbyalkhali and his deputies for belonging to poétic
parties and opposition groups, or supporting suohs.

5.3. Right to Redress

The Islamic regime violated its obligations to lgrithose responsible for violations of the ICCPR and
Iranian law to justice. It is required “to ensuhatt any person whose rights or freedoms ... arateid
shall have an effective remed§?.” The U.N. Human Rights Committee has affirmed ttate parties
must ensure that individuals responsible for viots of the ICCPR are brought to justice. Failwrald

so is itself a violation of the agreement. The Cottea maintains that “reparation can involve resiin,
rehabilitation and measures of satisfaction, sscbudblic apologies, public memorials, guaranteasoof
repetition and changes in relevant laws and prestias well as bringing to justice the perpetratdrs
human rights violations’®

2211d. art. 22. Article 22 further provides that:

No restrictions may be placed on the exercise isfright other than those which are prescribeddvy &nd
which are necessary in a democratic society inrttezests of national security or public safetybliorder,
the protection of public health or morals or thetpction of the rights and freedoms of othéaisart. 22(2).

222 J.N. Human Rights Comm., General Comment No./%¢cle 18: Freedom of Thought, Conscience or Refig 17 1, 3,
U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.4, at 1-2 (July 3893),available athttp://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docld/453883fb22.Htm

223 RUHOLLAH KHOMEINI, SAHIFIHYIH NUR [Vessel of Light], Vol. 3 (1983).

224 |raNIAN CONST., supranote 204 art. 24. Article 24 states: “Publicati@msl the press have freedom of expression except
when it is detrimental to the fundamental principdé Islam or the rights of the public.”

225 |d. art. 26. Article 26 states: “The formation of pest societies, political or professional assooiaj as well as religious
societies, whether Islamic or pertaining to ont¢hefrecognized religious minorities, is permittedyided they do not violate the
principles of independence, freedom, national uritg criteria of Islam, or the basis of the IslarRiepublic. No one may be
prevented from participating in the aforementiogeslips, or be compelled to participate in them.”

226 1d. art. 9. Article 9 encourages Iranian citizens toaklly and actively participate in society and égr guarantee the
rejection of “tyranny” and “economic monopoly.”

221 |CCPR,supranote 208, art. 2(3)(a).

228 U.N. Human Rights Comm., General Comment No. 3, [Bhe Nature of the General Legal Obligation Isgw on States
Parties to the Covenant: International Covenan€Ciil and Political Rights, § 18, U.N. Doc. CCPR2C/Rev.1/Add.13 (May
26, 2004),available at http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/478b26ae2.htijtiereinafter General Comment No. 31]. General
Comment No. 31 also provides that “all branchegya¥ernment (executive, legislative and judicialjdaother public or
governmental authorities, at whatever level—natioregyional or local—are in a position to engage tasponsibility” of each
state partyld. T 4.
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Khomeini recognized that perpetrators of humantsigholations should be punished. He decreed that
executions carried out for reasons other than serasimes would constitute manslaughter. Similarly,
Khalkhali knew that what he was doing violated tae. At the time, the U.N. Sub-commission on
Human Rights condemned his execution oré@rin at least one interview, he defended himself and
attempted to justify his actions by linking the ased to national security concefiisHowever, the
regime not only failed to prosecute him for manghder, it rewarded him with other positions of powe
and privileged status until his death in 2003.

6. Conclusion

Khomeini's brutal campaign to crush the Kurds ia summer of 1979 was shocking to Iranians as well
as the rest of the world. Feeling his grip on poweeatened by calls for a secular government that
recognized the rights of ethnic minorities, he dtrback with violence. He ordered the military and
pasdaranto crush the so-called rebels and sent “The Hangjirtge” to further terrorize the population
with summary trials and immediate executions.

While these events took place over 30 years agg,dte still relevant today, as they turned outdmnly

a prelude to the Islamic Republic’'s regular andsiséent suppression of minority voices. The regime
continues to violate the human, political and aaltuights of Kurds?! Use of Kurdish languages in print
and education is discouragééiand Kurdish student, political and civil activisige regularly arrested,
detained and imprisoné®. It has been reported that there are currentlgast|1l5 Kurds on death row for
political offenses in the Islamic Repubff.

229 Thurgood, Government Admits to Massacre of Kyrd&uarpian, Sept. 10, 1979, at 7.available at
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunt$#3507-1979-newspapers.himl

23940 Nafar dar Sanandaj, Mariwan va Saqqez Tirbarbmdand[40 People Were Executed by a Firing Squad in Samjand
Mariwan and SaqqézETTELAAT, [Aug. 28, 1979]available athttp://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-docunts¢3507-
1979-newspapers.html

231 SeeHUMAN RIGHTS WATCH, IRAN: FREEDOM OFEXPRESSION ANDASSOCIATION IN THEK URDISH REGIONS(2009),available at
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2009/01/08/iran-free@expression-and-association-kurdish-regions

232 gee, e.g.Tawiyih Mabni bar Istifadih az Zaban-i MilfRecommendation for Using the National Language}ritihyih
Agvam va Millal-i Irani [Committee for the Ethnigit and Nations of Iran], [Nov. 24, 2010]available at
http://komiteaghwam.blogsky.com/1389/09/03/postll 1@reporting that Saqgez Education Office issued iacular
recommending that Farsi instead of Kurdish langsdigeused in schools).

233 gee, e.g.Tawqif-i Mujadad-i Duhaftih Namihyih Kurdi-Farsi ftelat, Ajans-i Khabariyih MukiriyarfMukiriyan News
Agency: Kurdish Bi-Weekly Journal Rojehlat Shut DowAgain], GooyA News (Jan. 12, 2009),available at
http://news.gooya.com/politics/archives/2009/018®2php Tawqif-i Du Nashriyihyih Kurdiyih Danishgah-i Oruyah [Two
Kurdish Publications Shut Down at Orumiyeh Univfisi DANESHIOO NEws, (June 10, 2011),available at
http://www.daneshjoonews.com/news/university/7739@:03-20-10-59-44.htmKahish-i Hukm-i Mokhtar Houshmand az 16
be 7 Sal ZindafReducing The Prison Sentence of Mokhtar Houshnfieord 16 to 7 Years'], RHANA, (Dec. 8, 2010)available

at http://www.rahana.org/archives/3152d http://www.rahana.org/archives/259¢&porting that Kurdish civil activist and
painter, Mokhtar Houshmand was arrested on May @30, and initially sentenced to 16 years in priforspying, propaganda
against system, and cooperation with the oppositiod that his sentence was reduced to seven yeddscember 2010);
Mohammad Sadegh Kaboudvand; 1475 Ruz Habs Biduwmak¥asi va Mulagat-i HuzujMohammad Sadegh Kaboudvand;
1475 Days of Imprisonment Without Leave or Visitas], &ARAS, (Aug. 8, 2011), available at
http://www.rahesabz.net/story/4090%keporting that Kurdish human rights activist Molraad Sadegh Kaboudvand was
arrested on July 1, 2007 and condemned to 10 jymarssonment for establishing the Human Rights @izgtion of Kurdistan).
234 See AkHBAR-R00OZ, Sudur-i Hukm-i Idam barayih Du Zindaniyih Siyakiyurd [Issuance of Execution Order for Two
Kurdish Political Prisoners], [Aug. 14, 20113vailable at http://akhbar-rooz.com/article.jsp?essayld=398@2porting the
names: T Zeinab Jalalian, Habibollah Latifi, Hallidlo Golpari Pour, Rashlid Aghkandi, Shirkoo Ma'aréflostafa Salimi,
Anvar Rostami, Seyyed Jamal Mohammadi, Seyyed Sdosseini, Aziz Mohammad Zadeh, Abdollah SarvariZaniar
Moradi, Loghman Moradi, Ali Afshari, and Mohammaddollahi).
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Appendix 1
Collection of 27 photographs taken by
Jahangir Razmi at Sanandaj airport,
Kurdistan Province, August 27, 1979, fq
Ettelaatnewspaper as published bige

Wall Street Journabn December 2, 2006
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Appendix 2
Handwritten note by Ayatollah Khomein
to Ayatollah Khalkhali regarding the
Revolutionary Courts, Feb. 24, 1979
(followed by English translation)
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In the Name of the Exalted 26 Rabi’ al-Awwal 1399

Honorable Hojjatolislam Haj Sheikh Sadegh Khalki{Miay your knowledge
extend)

You are given the mission to be present at thd tfathe accused and
imprisoned and, after completing the necessary priacedure in accordance
with Shari’'a, issue sentences in accordance \Bitlari’a.

Ruhollah al-Mousavi al-Khomeini
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Appendix 3
Front page oEttelaatnewspaper
August 28, 1979
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Look for thefollowing forthcoming IHRDC Report:
A detailed account by witnesses about the humdrtisrigbuses perpetrated by the Islamic Republic of
Iran against Iranian Kurds.

Back Cover
The photograph on the back cover was taken fromNhexo News Agency website, available at
http://radionawxo.org/




On July 13, 1989, Dr. Abdol-Rahman Ghassemlou (shown above on the left), Secretary General of the
Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran (PDKI), Abdollah Ghaderi- Azar, the PDKI’s representative in Europe,
and Fazil Rassoul, serving as a mediator, were murdered in a Vienna apartment during a negotiation
meeting with delegates from the Islamic Republic of Iran. Dr. Ghassemlou was shot in the forehead,
temple and throat. Two automatic pistols equipped with silencers, a bloodstained windbreaker and a key
to a Suzuki motorcycle were later discovered in a garbage dump. A bill of sale found with the key led the
police to a salesman who identified Mohammad Jafari Sahraroudi - head of the Kurdish Affairs Section of
the Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and present at the meeting - as the purchaser of the motorcycle. No
charges have ever been filed.




	Front Cover
	Haunted Memories
	Back Cover



