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Iran Human Rights Documentation Center Trandates First Three Parts
of the Rome Statute into Persian
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NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT - Adopted on July 17, 1988 bpQ@ countriesduring a
conference in Rome, thRome Statute established the International Crimi@aurt
(ICC), the first permangnnternational criminal courtThe Statuteentered into forcen
July 1, 2002, afte80 countries ratifiedt; 114 countries are currently paitty the Statul.
The RomeStatute is binding only ocountriesthat formally express their consent to
bound by its provisionsAlthough the Islamic Republic of Iran was reporte
instrumental in the creation of the Statiit is not a party to the Statute.

IHRDC today publishes a Persian translation of first three partsof the Statute
translation of the remainder of the Statute willdublished in the coming months. “v
hope to promote an informed dialogue about the Hd@bnglranian scholars, publi
officials and thegeneral publi,” explains Renee RedmaijRDC Executive Director
“We alsourge the Islamic Republic to ratify ttRome Statute and joitne internationa
effort to, as explained in the Preamblput an end to ipunity for the perpetrators
these crimes.”

Prior to the establishment of the ICC, the intaoral community had createseveral
temporarycriminal tribunals, including the Nuremberg and aladribunal after World
War 1l, andthe International Crinnal Tribunalsfor the former Yugoslavia and Rwatr.

The Rome Statutberalded the creation of a permanent cto act as a court of la
resort when national criminal justice syss are unwilling or unable to acThe Court is
located in The Hague amslnotpart of the United Nation system.

The Rome Statuterovides that th ICC may exercise jurisdiction over crimes
genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes,thpa and torture The Court ma
alsoexercise jurisdiction over crirs of aggression shoulddefinition of ttat crime be
adopted by the United Natic.

ThelCC's jurisdiction is limited. It me not act if a case is investigated or prosecute
a nationaljudicial system unlesit finds that the national system procees are not
genuine and shielthe accused from judicial responsibiliFurthermore, e Court does
not have universal jurisdiction and ctry persons who are nationals o€@untry who i<
party to the Statute, or @untry thataccepts the Court’s juristtion over its nationals
The Court has jurisdictionnly over events that took plaafter the Statute entered ir
force for thatparticular countr. The UN Security Counchas the authority refer cases



to the prosecutor, irrespective of the natlity of the accuseé or the location of th
crime. However,he Court will notconsider events thatccurred before July, 2002
under any circumstances.

IHRDC is a nonprofit organization based in New Haven, Connectidtg staff of huma
rights lawyes and researchers produce reports on the humlats sguation in Iran. Th
Center's goal is to encourage an informed dialogo®ng scholars and the gene
public in both Iran and abroad. The human rigkfsorts and a database of docum
relatingto human rights in Iran are available to the pu for research and educatior
purposes on the Center’'s webswww.iranhrdc.org




