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By Allen Carroll for The Washington Post

FALLACI: Imam Khomeini, the entire country is
in your hands. Every decision you make is an order.
So there are many in your country who say that in
Iran there is no freedom, that the revolution did not
bring freedom.

KHOMEINI: Iran is not in my hands. Iran is in
the hands of the people, because it was the people
who handed the country over to the person who is
their servant, and who wants only what is good for
them. You saw very well how after the death of [Aya-
tollsh Mahmoud] Taleghani [in September] millions
of persons went into the streets without the threat of
violence. This shows that there is freedom. It also
shows that the people only follow men of God. And
this'is freedom.

FALLACI: Forgive me if I insist, Imam Khomeini.
I meant that today, in Iran, you raise fear, and many
people call you a dictator. The new dictator, the new
boss. The new master. How do you comment on that?
Does it sadden you or don’t you care?

KHOMEINI: On the one hand I'm sorry to hear
that. Yes, it hurts me, because it is unjust and inhu-
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march and attack again. In addition, this is love, an
intelligent love. It is impossible not to enjoy it.

FALLACTI: Love or fanaticism, Imam? It seems to
me that this is fanaticism, and of the most dangerous
kind. I mean, fascist fanaticism.

KHOMEINI: No, it is neither fascism nor fanati-
cism. I repeat, they yell like this because they love
me, and they love me because they feel that I care for
them, that I act for their good. That is, to apply the
commandments of Islam. Islam is justice. Dictator-
ship is the greatest sin in the religion of Islam. Fas-
cism and Islamism are absolutely incompatible. Fas-

cism arises in the West, not among people of Islamic
culture. '

FALLACI: Perhaps we don’t understand each
other or the meaning of the word fascism, Imam. By
fascism I mean a popular phenomenon, the kind we
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