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as if there were no freedom at
all,” he added. .

According to Lahiji, the main
authors of unconstititional
human rights violatiens are
the ‘“‘hezbollahi'* .. literally
“lfollowers of the party of
God" -- who form street
groups to attack demon-
strations, burn book stalls and
assault the offices of
newspapers and political

Vigilante groups
Throwing stones and often
wielding knives, chains and
clubs, the hezbollahi regularly
disrupt authorized demon-
strations of the radical Islamic
Mujahedin movement and
other leftist groups.
Revolutionary guards. respon-
sible for ensuring law and or-
der at such gatherings, rarely
make any effort to stop the
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2 lo guarantee, many of them
ﬁx contained in the country's
s Islamic coenstitution, are in
ler danger from uncontrolled
als groups of Meslem fundamen-
talists.
or That is the view of veteran
of human rights lawyer Ab-
»w  dolkarim Lahiji. It is shared rou
he by many of the liberal and lef-  SFOUPS.
he tist inteliectuals who were
er Jailed and sometimes tortured
ir- . uMBr the deposed Shah's rule.
“The constitution guarantees
Up  a wide range of freedom of ex-
se  pression, publication, redigion
n- and freedom from arbitary ar-
ng rest, but in practice those
he  freedoms are violated every
ce day by uncontrolled element-
5, Dr. Lahiji said in an inter-
- view,
u-  “If liberty cannot be assured  Squads.

The independent Bamdad
newspaper, the largest
publication not controlied by
the ruling clergy, has been at-
tacked three times by groups
of hezbollahi, who last year
closed several liberal and left -
leaning newspapers. -
“It got so bad at one stage
that we closed down because
the authorities could not
guarafitee our security," said
one mdad journglist.
“Now, we are open again but
we haye to be very cattious in.
what we write."" -
i Article 32 of Iran's ¢
stitution states that Juniess®
otheriwise prescribed by law,
no one can be arrested ar-
- bitrarily. When an arrest is

new con-i

. made, the accused must be..

immediately informed of the'

. reasens for the arrest.” :
Despite this, Islamic vigilante
groups, who often arrest
without warrants, hold people
for weeks without
authorization and in many
Cases appear to be answerable
to nobody.

Right to publish

Revolutionary leader Ayatol-
lah Ruhollah Khomeini has
banned the arrest of people
without a warrant, but the
practice persists.

“In the first weeks of the
revolution, this was understan-
dable, if not legally accep-
table, but now it is indefen-
sible and unconstitutional,”
Lahiji said.
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bureaucratic procedure desig-
ned to silence vociferous op: oM -
ponents of the authorities, »eal
For months the authorities du
turned a blind eye to the siffe
proliferation of leftist papers Ay
appearing without a license. b y
When leftist paper- sellers Juw
were beaten up or occasionally o
splashed with acid by hezboi- ue
lahi, officials shrugged off the '
incidents. .. .. . o
But now revolutionary yje:
prosecutlor Ayatollah Ali uau:
Ghodussi has taken a harder _ pun
line against the leftists. He 18
recently banned 40 left - wing Ut
-newspapers and threatened P
jail terms of three to six mon- -
ths for anyone caught selling
them. ed
Iran’s religious minorities du.
provide agother example 1pt
where constitutional freédoms 1y
are unevently enforced in
practice. .
Token steps {1c
The authorities have taken no :
more than token steps to coun- t
ter an apparent assault on the 3
country’'s tiny Anglican v
Church community. L
Bahram Dehgani, son of the ai
Anglican bishop of the Middle 3.

East. was shot dead in broad
daylight in a Tchran street.
It was the culmination of six
months of attacks on Bishop
Dehgani, now in exile in
Cyprus , his family and aides.
His English secretary, Jean
Waddell, was shot and
seriously wounded only a week
earlier.
Four members of. the Ar-
menian Christians community.
arrested for distributing
leaflets on April 24, the an-
niversary of an Armenian
massacre in Turkey in 1915,
had disappeared without trace,
an Armenian lawyer said.

Members of the Jewish com-
munity, who also enjoy con-
stitutional protection. say they
are alarmed at a recent spate
of revolutionary trials of
Jewish busisessmen on
charges ranging from corrup-
tion to Jewish activism.

“If somebody is corrupt. that
is one thing. But if they are
saying that it is a
revolutionary offense to host a
meeting of the Jewish society
in your home or business.
that's something  different
and very dangerous’ a Jewish
trader commented.

Lahij said the minority in

 g.preatest. danger.was- -the

Baha'i community. followers
of a dissident sect of Islam,
who have no constitutional
rights,
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