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Iran's diplomatic drive for respectability abroad was only one arm of a two-pronged
policy: in 1990, the regime continued its practice of liquidating exiled opponents
through extrajudicial executions.? In March, Mohammad Reza Akhavan-Jam, a
former Tehran University professor who was the chief of the People's Mujahedin in
Istanbul, was killed as he was driving to the Istanbul airport. In April, Dr. Kazem
Rajavi, the Mujahedin's representative at the UN Human Rights Commission and an
older brother of the guerrilla organization's leader, Massoud Rajavi, was assassinated
in a suburb of Geneva. In October, Cyrus Elahi, a former professor of political
science at Melli University who was the second-in-command of the Paris-based Flag
of Freedom Organization, was slain in his home in France. Unlike the first two
cases, in which police inquiries identified Iranian agents as responsible, proof was
lacking in Elahi's assassination, but once again Tehran's hand was suspected. The
vendetta against the regime's opponents continued with similar attacks in Sweden,
Germany and Turkey.

AA000887




