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From LZ-Thurgood—
in Tehran

Kurdish gunmen have killed
WO TSTamic guardsmen and
wounded four others in an
attack on the small town of
Mahabad, in the western pro-
vince of Kurdestan.

News §Tme ottack, which
wis seen as the most serious
guerrilla  incident sinee the
small Xurdish centre fell to
tropps #erm=to Avatollah ICho-
meini last week, coincided with
the expulsion of a West Ger-
man {elevision tcam yesterday.
The German ieam, made up of
a corrcspondent and two
camera men, were given 48
hours to leave Iran yesterday
morning for " umbeir and false

reporting”  of the Kurdish
crisis. Their expulsion s
10 18 the number of journalists
ordered to leave the country
since June.

The ARD camera team said
that it had received official
accreditation fram the Ministry
on Tuesday and was being
expelled because of a collea-
gue’s recent caverage of the
events in Kurdestan, Typical of
the confustem—im=Iran today,
the Government news agency
put out a statement saving that
the team's expulsion was
because of its coverage of Aya-
tollah Taleghani's funeral, an
evenl which the Germans had
neither attended nor reported.

Government reports  from
Kurdestan, meanwhile, said

© Guardian News and Media Limited

archive.guardian.co.uk/.../getFiles.asp?...

Article - Untitled Article

FIFBMNH{T&@H.%E’QQ%ZQ Date: Sep 13, 1979; Section: None; Page: 8
Iran launches fresh attack on media ‘distortion’

that two Islamic guardsmen
were killed on Tuesday during
an attack on the local prosecu-
tor's office and radio station in
Mahabad. The Kurds were re-
portedly driven=bwek in the
allack, the first raid on the
town since it was recaptured
on September 3 after nearly six
months of de facta Kurdish
control. .

In a seemingly sharp depar-
ture from official policy set by
the holv city of Qom, Iran’s
Prime Minister has called=fem
greater toleration of the West
and suggesied the creation of a
new Islam taking “ whatever is
best from both Eastern and
Western worlds."”

1lis speech, broadcas{ yester-
day, was in noticeable contrast

1o recent attacks by Ayatollah
Khomeini, the 79 - year - old
Iranian leader who earlier this
weele=zccused his critics of
" Westoxification ” and urged
the Moslem faithful to turn
their backs on imported ideas
and ** Westernised writings.”
“We cannot close our doors
to every foreign idea,” said the
Prime Minister, emphasising
that *“the very concept of Iran
as a nation-siate was born -sut
of contact with the West.” Mr
Bazargan's appeal came in a
speech on Tuesday at funeral
services for Ayatollah Taleg-
hani, Iran’s second-ranking reli-
gious Jewder who died the day
befopre of heart failure,
Significantly, the speech,
scen as further evidence of the

Prime Minister's growing un-
happiness with the direction
the revolution was laking, was
nol broadeast until yesterday.

Reuter adds jrom Tehran: A
crowd of unidentified attackers
tried to destroy the most holy
shrine of the minority Baha'i
faith in Iran, officials said yes-
terday, Bet=mo damage was in-
flicted, they said.

A spokesman for the Islamic
revolutionary prosecutor’s
office in the southern city of
Shiraz said that militia forces
earlier this week drove back
the attackers when they tried
to storm the House of Bab, a
place of pilgrimage set up by

Baha'ullah, the founder of thel

faith.
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