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- ;TEH RAN His call for the destructron of lsrael may: have grabbed headlmes
~abroad, but it is President Mahmoud- Ahmadinejad'’s devotion toa mystrcal
'%rehgrous frgure that is arousmg greater rnterest |nsrde Iran i

»V._.fi".ln a keynote speech on Wednesday to senlor c|er|cs Ahmadmejad spoke of b
his. strong belief in the second comrng of Sh| |te Muslrms

"”t?Accordmg to Shl |te Muslrm teachlng, AbuI Qassem Mohammad the 12th

-»}dlsappeared in 941 but wrlt return at the end of time to Iead an era of Islamrc
.y Justlce e . , ; : :

& 12th Imam;:the Mahdr " Ahmadrnejad said.i in the spee h'to Fnday Prayers ‘
leaders from across thecountry; fa 5 :

iy ,."Therefore Iran. should become a powerful deveIOped and f odel Islamrc; i
'somety ; S -y

o 1"Today, we should deflne our economrc cultural and pohtlcal polrcres based
*0on the policy of Imam Mahdi's return. We should avoid copying the West's. o
‘policies and systems " he added newspapers and Iocal news agencres g d g

- reported. t : . NS SO 3

- Ahmadrnejad refers to the return of the: 12th Imam also known as the Mahdr s

November 18, 2005 *

- Iran president's religi

rdden" 12th Imam .

leader whom Shi‘ites consrder descended. from the: Prophet Mohammed

i"Our revolutlon ‘s main mission is to pave the way fo the re. ’

in almost aII his major speeches srnce he took ofﬂce in; August

, September address to the u. N General Assembly contalned Iong
sages on the Mahdi which: confused Western diplomats and irked those .
rom Sunnr Musllm countnes who belleve rn a dlfferent -llne of successron from
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i Mohammed

: Presrdentral ardes have denred a popular rum'or that he ordered his- cabmet it
- write a letter to the: 12th’lmam and throw it down awell near the holy crty of

: onm where thousands of prlgnms come each week to pray and drop
oy o messages to the Imam o eed J _

e But what really has tongues waggmg is: the possrbrlrty that hmadrnejad‘ :

““influence of a secretrve socrety devoted to the' Mahdi which was banned. in
,‘i{the early 19803 A ;

; Founded in: 1953 and used by the. Shah of ran to try to‘eradica
the | Bahar faith; the Hojjatieh Somety is governed by the cor
12th Imam s return wrll be hastened by the creat'on of chaos n. earth' e

the revolution, has made clear his immense respect for Ayatollah Mohamma‘
!y ‘Taghl Mesbah-Yazdi; a deeply conservatrve cleric with close ties to' the ‘
) ;Houatreh founded Haqqanr theologrcal schoo!«m Qom e

ﬁ{Consprracy theorrsts never in short supply in lran allege that many members‘?
~of Ahmadinejad's cabinet and other. key apporntees are. Haqqanr graduates
-"{and Houatreh followers ' . SRR

’bi;"lt seems that they (Houatreh members) have recently ecome more actrve .

. fto be named

",«The presrdent has repeatedly sard hrs government erI pave the. way for th_ .
Lo :Imams return g 2 ‘

| fiBut others pornt out that many former government offrcrals percerved as
s I:moderates graduated from Haqqanl :

b, r;Haqqanlscontrnued Irnks to_ ojjatreh thoug rumore Mt
S ";proven and it remarns one of the most prestrgrous heologrcal schools in Qom.i:, o

Ahmadmejad s emphasrs on the |mportance of development and Justrce to
. Houatreh thrnkrng

o But he would be better advrsed to focus hrs speeches on: practlcal rather thanf"f'; AR ‘_ _:ﬁ
< relrgrous rssues sald former Vrce Presrdent Mohammad Alr Abtahr e _—

. "Of course, we must pray for the return of the Imam but we must also tackle

beliefin the 12th: Imam’s return may be linked to' the supposed growing-

] ,_nvrctlon that the

Ahmadlnejad who is. only the second non-clenc to become presrdent since

nd are spread through the government "'saida polltrcal analyst who declrned‘j EREa s

ha not“been

iencourage.t the Mahdi's' return also suggest an |mportant drvergence from .

inflation and unemployment " the reformrst cleric told Reuters
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