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IRAN: Well-informed Larijani congratulated

Mousavi on election day, report says
August 11,2009 | 8:38am

Observers have for weeks heard various theories
that purport to prove that Iran'sJune 12
presidential elections were rigged. They have
come from Western think tanks,

mathem aticians and, of course, supporters of
opposition figurehead Mir-Hossein Mousavi, who
ran and lost against Mahm oud Ahm adinejad.
But the latest tantalizing tidbit, from the camp
of Ahmadinejad, comes from the

website Rajanews.com, which isrun by a
strident backer of the president, lawmaker
Fatemeh Rajabi.

In paragraphs tucked intothe end of an article
posted Monday, the website may have
inadvertently published information damning
toitsown president whiletrying tosmear the
speaker of parliam ent, a conserv ative rival of
Ahm adinejad.

According toan anony mous member of parliament quoted in the article, which
has been extensively reprinted, Iran's well-connected parliament Speaker Ali
Larijani telephoned Mousavithe evening of the election to congratulate him on

his victory.

How did he know to congratulate Mousavi?

Because, Rajanews reports, he had "access to firsthand and classified information

and news"that he should not have disclosed.

Here's an excerpt from the piece:
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What he did on the afternoon of the Election Day by calling Mousavi and

congratulating him on the finalization of his presidency cannot be overlooked. As
the head of a branch of power, he is considered to have access to firsthand and
classified information and news. When he congratulated Mousv ai at a time when
voting hours had not even ended yet, it made him delusional and encouraged
him totake the seditious and provocative positions and behaviours which
disturbed people's security and calm and significantly harmed the might and

honor of the sy stem.

The article also attem pts to cast doubt on doctoral degree of Larijani, who was by
all accounts a model student and accom plished scholar who has published books

on Western philosophy .

Ahmadinejad is em broiled in a huge fight with Larijani and much of the rest of

the parliament over the com position of his Cabinet.
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-- Borzou Daragahi in Beirut

Photo: Ali Larijani during a conference in Munich, Germany, earlier this year.
Credit: Wikim edia Com mons
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Sorry but thisis third-hand he-said, she-said nonsense. Look, Mousavi was a
former prime minister and regim e-insider. He was specifically vetted and
pre-cleared by the regime torun for office. ANd yet we're supposed tothink that
his alleged election victory presented such a huge threat tothe very same
regime, that they had to resort to massiv e election fraud to keep him out of office?
Rubbish.

Incidentally, the statistical studies don't mean much either. The study at the
Univ ersity of Michigan by Mebane relies on Benford's Law, which the Carter
Center has concluded that does not apply to electoral results. See IranAffairs.com
for more debunking of the fraud allegations.

Posted by : hass | August 11,2009 at11:43 AM

Yes but that's ALL because Larijani has a personal problem with Ahmadinejad
and his having congratulated Moussaviis because he wants to get rid of

Ahm adinejad BUT he is a big tim e supporter of the Velayateh Faghih (Supreme
Leader) and he isby nomeans interested in helping Moussavi's pro-reform group,
because ultim ately Larijani has HUGE issues with Khatami and Rafsanjani as

http://latimesblogs. latimes. com/babylonbeyond/2009/08/iran-wellinform. .

RE: EGYPT: Anwar Sadat's daughter sues
inform ation minister over Holly wood

movie | comment by Zee

Categories
afghanistan

al qaeda

arab league
armenians

art

baghdad
barack obama
books and literature
business
casualties
china

current affairs
dubai

egy pt

energy
environment
europe

fashion and design
film

food and drink
games

gaza

hamas
hezbollah
human rights
intelligence
iran

iran election
iraq

israel

jordan

kurds

kuwait

labor

latin america
lebanon

liby a

marines
marines in iraq
m edia

mov ies

m usic

muslim brotherhood
north africa
nuclear technology
obama in the muslim world
palestinians
persian gulf
piracy

pope in mideast
qatar

religion

russia

saudi arabia
south asia
sports

sudan

sy ria
technology
television

the hajj2007
travel

turkey

united nations

8/13/2009 10:12 AV



IRAN: Well-informed Larijani congratulated Mousavi on election day, re... http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/babylonbeyond/2009/08/iran-wellinform. .

well. Solet us not get too enthusiastic about Larijani's action. web/tech
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