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Iranians take rebel Kurdish town

F.rom Liz Thurgood
in Tehran

The Iranian Armed_ Forces

entered ==#ve= rebel ' Kurdish
s!ronghold of Mahabad
day under the mwer of Phan-
tom F-4 jet fight

The Army’s enu'y came after
seven hours of sustained serial
bombardnient around the small
town in Western Iran. Amon
the jels’ targets wese=the local
garrison, a school, and a bank.
Rnbel I’ulIlap pnsn.lons. qulckly

also were

It was not known last mghl
how many people had died in
esterday’'s fighting, but the

urds say that more than 600

have been killed in
almost three weeks of bitter
fighting with the central auth-
orities.

The rebels, vawing to con-
tinue their struggle, fled into
the surrounding hills  as
armoured personnel carriers,
backed by columns of 1roops,

rumbled into the town from
the north-east,

Witnesses reported many
casualties and huge columns of
black smokc spral!mx from
the bombed Kurdish arsenal
where tanks vy vehi-
cles, seize:l from ‘the Amomy
after the Shah's flight, smoul-
dered last night, But the flee-
ing Kurds reportedly managed
to leep=most of their light
weapons after a general eva-
cuation order early in the
morni ng Vowing to_be * your
ests,” the Kurds pro-
mise a most certail lems
for Ayatollah Khomeini
and his Government.

The Kurds, it seemed, ori:
ginally =wd=tried to defend
their town with antl-aircraft
guns  on hilltops. Inside
Mahabad Kurdish gunmen fired
at Government aircraft from

behind curtained windows as
women and children took
shelter in makeshift bunkers
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or streamed out of town.

But the Kurds were no
match for ewe== Government
which during the past week
cancentrated more than 10
tanks, mostly American M-47s,
n a tightening noose aroan
Mahabad. Mahabad was almost
empty when the Urumieh 64U
Division drove in shorily after
neon yesterday.

h who returned to

In  Tehran, meanwhile, a
Ruidish delegation report dly
was distributing coples of an
appez! 10 Khomelni

0 ceasefire and the reopening of

negotiations. In reply, the
Iranian leader repeated an
essage that those Kurds

the armesef

the nation would be well
treated, but those who refused
would 'be traitors

———
CHOLERA has killed five
gnplc and lhrcatcns all Iran,

Health Ministry said ssess
terday. Tehran was among 20
cities where more than 200
cases of a strain of chalera,
had been reported.,

——— P————

2osters still hung from walls
urging the Kurds !o be pre-
pared far ‘or ace

Khalkhal ! "—a reference 1o

the Ayatollah's judge whose

summary justice in the western
rmvlnce has sent 30 Kurds
efore Islamic firing Squadems

archive.guardian.co.uk/.../getFiles.asp?...

nnd “ given due punishment.”
Unlike earlier Government
vicmrles ln Kurdistan, tho fall
of Mahabad wee=goeRe=ds 2 Scri-
aus psychological blow m the
Kurdish struggle for autonomy.
Medewbud, declared an  in-
dependent republic after the
Second World War, was where
the Kurdish pulsa beat hardest,
cently was home fo
ihe Kurdish Democmﬁc Party
Iead eiblibfe

With the fall of Mahabad
apparently complete, Baneh
appeared to be the Iranian

for & ]

military's next target. Colonel
na Sepehr  told ﬁ:e State
Radio yestmdﬁn-.hn e 28th
nfantry Divi was only 6
miles outside the small town,
believed to ‘have been a key
supply post.

The recapture of Baneh
rove diffi Unlike

Ml abn whlch lw ln rolling
ltursl  land asphalt

ronds Baneh is hlxh in moun-
tainous terrain accessible

only by dirt tracks

In ‘Tehran, the Government
spokesman was quoted yester-
as saying_that four Israeli
ers, two Iraqi officers, and

n F‘reuchmln with false press

oo

vinube ofmlgh;ﬁnn fwh:;-lu:
ans fou,

h:lte?iis")e carlier =mr=Hre=summer
‘with forces loyal to Khomeini.

The. ﬂrst article of lrn'n;

new Constitution was apj
yesterday by the Assembly of
heavily weighted in

Ji

Mr Sadegh

said, was adequate

proof of the foreigm, Zionist-
inspire " plot against Iran.

‘Meanwhile, unknown gu gunmen

have destroyed part of a rail-

way bridge in the oil-rich pro-

had been d
Kurddstan. This,
Ladsotobai

the mosque’s favour. Only a
minor amendment was made to
the article saying that Iran is
an JIslamde republic, bit=the
voting pattern (84 to three
with three abstentions) was
expected to be widely repeated
in coming weeks.
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