’lran S Persecutlon of Baha i Unchecked

lO Women Reported Hanged After __Refusmg to Renounce Fa1 B

By GEORGE CORNELL Assocwted Press

After bemg questroned and threatened for hours and o
U unless they ¢ converted to Islam

" assured .that they. could save themselves, and ‘gain
. national respect if they renounced their “mxsgmded’ :
faJth the 10 unyielding women were hanged.’ S

“Executed were two teen-age girls, five women m'

. their 20s and three older women, all members of one of .
" the world’s. most tolerant, peace- lovmg rehgxons, the
o teach the equahty of the sexes”—-whlch the Kh
‘Tegime seesds depraved

_-Baha'i faith.

* ~ Their executions in the crty of- Shu'az in southern Iran-'. '
" on June 18, as recounted by. American Baha'i leaders, -

'~represented only one episode in:a. grisly, three-year

_“religious minority. -

'~ “The objective is

_ commumty,” says Firuz Kazemzadeh, a Yale:University -
expert on the Middle East and chief executrve of the -
Baha'i Natlonal Assembly in the United States. o

‘It-is-a systematic, grinding * process of arrests,

confiscations of property and assets, dismissals: from

. .. the Baha is, rather than reh on ‘ajudge hi
- succession of deaths and abuse agarnst Irans largest e | i g‘ 2 ge) mS iraz sard in ;

the ehmmatlon -of the Baha r-“-

,,,.. Y

f

Eventually released without: yleldmg, they 'Were.

o attacked by mobs, driven from their homes and’fprced to |
* hide in a forést outside the village. " ’

In the éxecution: of Baha'is, the Iraman i

. That charge ‘Kazemzadeh says, is “becauséJBaha is.
memx

Although the Iranian courts clte such charges"aga;nst

jobs, ‘expulsion of children from school and executxons--._ :

designed to intimidate and spread fear, he said..

. The persecution so far has not’ ‘involved - “inass". -
: rmurder," Kazemzadeh said in a “telephone interview, .

* but, he asked, in the face of executions over rehglous
. ‘belief, ‘How long can humannerve ‘endure?” 17T
-+ . Only two- days before .the women were kxlled,j.‘ ‘_
=, Baha'i men, ranging in age | from 23 to 60, were hange in
: the same, city, and, later, on. June 24, a. youngman

. executed-by: hanging. In-these ‘cases, as.in- the:other
" Baha'i officials said, the vxctxms were offered release if
i they would recant their faith, -

k. “They're told they can beé free ve't
" back and their jobs,”-said Robert Blum"of’ thé' Baha i
** temple and headquarters in Wilmette, 1L hat's the :
: offer—your . ‘life” versus’ your falth “Many. '
-more than they Had before.”

o not as 1mportant as. hfe s quallty for et mty saxd

Compared to Nazl Persecution of Jews
The: klllmgs, persecutlon and pressure are ‘being

chance to recant to save themselves. o
*. Kazemzadeh likens the situation of Iran’s Ba a'is to |
- that of the early’ Christians, in ‘the Roman Emplre
. died rather than reriounce their faith;:: o
. “It'samatter of transcendence, of values greater than
hfe itself,” he said. .
. 'In.the last three y
'?Ayatollah ‘Ruhollah Khomeini in Iran,
- 142 known hangings, firing- squad execlitions or assas
natrons of Baha'is, mostly. local or national leadgrs. .
- Among. other abusés "
i property, mcludmg home busmesses and shrmes,

,.; Congress, C
- tralia, Switzerland; Luxembourg and the U: N2Cqmr
- But few:have given in, because’ lmost,all the Baha'i : sion on.Humar Rights, plus orégamzatlonscwu 2
mernbers ‘under arrest believed that earthly’ surv1va1 is.. -

' a’'is,
" religious mmonty in'a land where the faith on

compared to the early Nazi persecution of the Jews. But 1844, Around the world theretﬁr ?5’6’ W about.

_in ‘that case, Jews were classified raclally and had no.: :

e destrucuon ~of-~ Bahan

- stopping of pensionsto the: elderly, ousters from JObS a
- sehools;and attacks by mob ;
In the first week'of July, a ut 130 Baha 1s, mcludm

'women and chlldren, from the northern v1llage of Ival it
P

the‘ government ‘of -God. on.

' tolérate the perverted Baha'is, wh '

'Satan and followers of the devil

ana

- Amnesty International and the 9]

est .
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