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leven Kurdish rebels die in front of a firing squad, outside Sanandaj after being e
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The chances of & peaceful
settlement between the Iranian
regime and the rebel sibwo
were apparently shattert
terday when Ayatollah, Kho-
mein{ advised  agkinst
negotiations and repeated his
orders 10 “ crush the rebels

The order came in a letter
naming a religious aide as the
Agatoliah's special envoy to
the beleaguered western pro-
vinee of Kurdestan where more
than 500mhewsmseportedly- lest
thelr lives during the last two
weeks.

“Your purpose is wot to
negotiate with the criminals
and their lezders,” the Ayatol-
lah teld Mr Hojjatoislam Ker-
mani, * they must be crushed.”
Mr Kermanl, a little know
figure in the Shiile Mosque,
was told to_provide whatever
help the Government forces
might need 't restore’ peace
1o the region™ )

The Ayatollah's insfructions
followed the execution yaster-
day morning of nine ‘officers
and eleven civilians at the
Kurdish town of Saqgez which
wreemntured by the Army on
Sunday. It was the first re-
ported case of members of the
armed  forces being sent
before the firing squad since
the February revolution.

Kurdeslan was calm _again
yesterbmymmmid reports that an
unofficial ceasefire was in force
along the Kurdish fronts and 2
Kurdish teSM=MFTehran was to
EeF=mcace negotiations with
the Prime Ministe!

But Kurds at headquarters
in the weewmghold of Mahabad,
just north of Saqqez, said heav-
ily armed rebels in’the moun-
tain passes around the town
were keeping a wary eye on
columns of Government tanks

rebels” ook

Tehran to ofter peace terms (o
Dr Mchdi Bazargan's Gavern-
ment. Earlier  yesterday the
team said that the clergy had
promised to broadeast a formal

ceasefire Jater in the day.
The Xurdish feam was re-
“ported demrnrepared 1o - lay.

down arms if the Government
agreed to make no further
Armv advances on  Kurdish

i Teturned SN

wwewed Kurdish rebels: and,

recalled Sheikh Kiralkhall, the
militant. hardliner mnamed by
Ayatollah Khomeini to preside
over Kurdish trials,

A wwewwer of the Kurdish
team ' said - Ayatollah =pees-
hani, one of Iran’s three rank-
ing - politicalmmpppders, had

Monday evening, and that they
had been invited to a_meeting
with the Revolutionary Coun-
cll, the- country's supremeé
lawmakers, later yesterday.

also the country’s
chiet. -

security
The high level Government

The Kurdisheduemeis a.n._xm_«:.,.
o in Tehran ay.
frergy o e )
Ayatollah Khomelnl, as newly-

The Iranian -=~==~_—-nnn #_M.im
aw Ing a public flog-
Sins T the sert of Tehrs
yesterday. The victim, & fruit
Scller eonvicted by a speclal

w-_ul. had been sentenced to
'5_lashes. The lashing was
halted midway and a second

severe flogging, but the
whip's handie broke.
named Suprems Commander of
the Armed Forces, ordered a
general mobilisation and
warned that he would hold the
Government and armed forces
responsible unless they crushed
the Kurdish rebellion within
24 howSSw—

The Kurdis Democratic
Party hasesiwimed that about
10,000 men have arms and are
prepared to fight “till the last
drop of their blood.”

A gruesame picture of Kurds
and gendarmerie officers inbime-
folded and falling to the

=

e picture: was
on " Monday -outside
Sanandaj after summary_trials
by Shefkh Knalkhali. ~Yester-
day's executions brougnt to 68
the number of Kurds_ report-
edly executed dusmamthe past
twa weeks on charges of revel-
lion and killings.
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