Kurds' Autonomy Cries Rekindle Ethnic Flashpoint in Iran: Kurds' Autonomy Cries Rekindle Ethnic F...
ByDenktimarCkrRasrtai Washington Post Foreign Service

Tho Washington Post {1974-Current file): Mar 2, 1979;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Washington Post (1877-1994)

pg. Ai3

Kurds’® Autonomy Cries Kerindie Lihnic Fiashpoint in fraon

By Jonathan C, Randal
Washizton Poz Foreles Service

MAHABAD, Iran, March 1—The
single-story elementary school here
houszs the nearect thins to soifgov-
ernment that Iran's tracitionaiy na-
tionalistic Kurds have known for
more than 30 years. With the eollapse
of tie centvalizing and cihnicaily Te-
pressive Pahlavi rule, and with the
weak Tehran revolutionary govern-
ther®’s wrii far JM . usiversaiiy re
spected, the Kurds in western Iran
are pressing their claims for auton-
omy with now vig

“Demoeracy for iran, autonomy for
Kurdistan” is their slogan. A federal
Tran is their professed gral. Threat of
armed secessionist uprising is their of-
ficially discouraged but nonetheless
real threat if negotialions with Teh-
ran izl

However commonplace that combi-
nation may appeéar, in Middle East
terr:z it is & poter:iial preceriptinn for
long-term violence and iighting that
could tear apart Iran, Iraq, Turkey,
Pakistan and invelve the Soviet ITnion
and perhaps the iest. .t staie are
not just the etnnically artificial bor-
ders of these states, but policy deci-

Repreducad with: pe

sions for the Soviets and the West if
shting In ¥rsoian Furdistzn Kineed
wider violence.
‘When Shah Mohammad Reza Pah-
vi wes still in pewer, e Kurds
separatist yearnings were a constant
nightmare. For Iran’s minorities—

Arabs, Azerbailanis, Turkemans snd

Baluchis as weil as the Kurds—prooa-
bly come close to equaling the Per-
sian-speaking  population  of the

anian hearti:nd,

Iran’s Arabs wefe the originalinhab-
itants of Khuzestan, the center of the

Industry Bordering on iraq ind

long claimed by the Baghdad govern-
ment. Azerbaijanis, ethnic Turks in

orthers Iran. also have srievances,
espeeiaiiy demands for cultural auion-
omy.

Tranian Baluchistan, in the south-

st, burders on a zimilariy pamed
province of Pakistan, where secess
ists have long threatened the wobbly

atral soverninent ¢ Mohz amed ia
ul-Haq.

The perhaps 16 million Kurds—

read cut in unegual, but dascending
order in contiguous communities in
Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Syria and the So-
viet Union—have a history of fighting,
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Josing and fighting again for their

frecdom. fran’s 5 million Kurds are
no exception.

Thirty three years ago, this city of
60,030 inhabitants was the eapital of
the so-called Mahabad Republic, an
ill-fated, Soviethacked —seccessionist

state crushed by the young shah’s
army siter just 11t E

Multa Mustafa Barzéni, now over 80
and living in exile in the United
States, made his fi"st mzior aprear-
ance in that endeavor. The swash-
buckling Kurdish Jeader dominated
two more serious but eventually
disastious sccessivnist efforts—ijuer-
rilla wars against Iraq’s governmenis
from 1960 to 1965 and then again
from 970 1975

But given Iran's troubles, almost as
inevitable as Kurdish men’s baggy
rousers, the women’s brisht drosses
and tiie spectacular mountain scen-
ery has been the Kurds’ inclination to
try their luck again

Once again, Mahzpad is tue poitical
center of Iranian Kurdistan, the only
area in the country not controlled by
\yatoiiah Runollah ihorini’s cuher-
wise all-pervasive committees.

Excent in the city of Kermanshah in
outhi-n Bu-fstan, Kurdi: 1 nat.nal-
ists are running their own show politi-
cally.They have flexed their muscles
noug’ to hsve talion ovir the incal
brigade-sized army camp, threaicned
three others nearer the Iraqi border
and effectively prevented the srmy

command from sending in reinforce-
e A
it was the takeover of the Miahabad
garrison early last week — and the
weunding of its commanding general
Insan  pezeshpour—that | prompted
Khomeini and his goyernment to dis-
pateh Labor Minister Dariush Foreu-
heo at the head of a mizsion to inve:
gate the situation.

The envoys were contronted with a
heitily closen dxlegaticn reprosenting
all Kurdish towns. It swore that separ-
atism was taboo but noted that the
government mizzion had not been i
vited into its territory.

Mostly members of the long-banned
Kurdish Nemec: atie ty, the natic
alists presented Forouwhar with an
eight-point program- that pledged sup-
port for Khomsini’s revolution, but
otierwise was st ders:znds
volving the Kurds’ “basic rights.”

They demanded Kurdish “self-deter-
mindtion within the iramework”
Iran, joint control of military installa-
tions in Kurdistan, a government boy-
ce't of the remuants of Barzzap’s il
fated organization and sole represent-
ation in any negotiations for Sheik Ez-
zedine Hosseini.

mizsicn of the conyright owrer. Fusther reareductior: prehikbited without permissicn.

It was Hosseini who negotiated with
the Frouhs:- missicn tha! <tayed heve
two days early last week. It lisiened,
pleaded that the government had
higher priorities. promised redress on
some points, but Lasically stalled.

The tougher demands—especially
self-determination—would  be  dis-
cusse, Forevhar b said, by the con-
stituent assembly. That assembly,
which is o approve a new constitu
tion, not xpectsd to oot for sev
eral months.

The nationaliSts are in a hurry to
extract mazimum concessions now.
Hosseini, a clergyman oi the Sunni
sect of Islam, which most Kurds pro-
fess, said he hopes informal contacts
with Tehran will prove froiiful and al-
low him to head a large dclegation to
negotiate scon with the government
or Kiomein! himse

“We are not separalisis,” the 57-
year-old bearded cleric said in his
schoc! headunarte: “But the Halu-
chis, Arabs, Azerbazijanis and Kurds
all want a certain auntonomy.”

In Kurdish nationalist terms 2 fed-
eratic:, postinly atung West Geraan,
Swiss, Yugoslav or American lines,
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would empower the central govern-
ment to handle defense, banking, all
but local taxes and big econemic proj-
ects. Local Kurdish authorities would
- be responsible for schools, the. now
suppressed teaching of the Kurdish
language and cultural life.
But as Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou,
a leftist nationalist who has recently
returned from 20 years of exile in
Czechoslovakia and France, put it: “It

is important for us not only to have
Kurdish schools and economic devel-
opment, but most important, Kurdish
people must feel they govern them-
selves.”

Hosseini, however, expressed doubt
that the government would agree to
federate. -

Reflecting the nationalists” desire to
avoid being tarred with the separatist
brush, Hosseini, Ghassemlou and
other officials denied contacts with

other minorities in Iran or with Kurds
in Iraq and Turkey.

Young Kurdish nationalists, how-
ever, openly offered to take visiting
newsmen across the snow-covered
Ghandil Mountains into nearby Iraq
to meet with leftist leader Jalal
Talabani, an Iraqi Kurd said to head
as many as 3,000 soldiers.

And Hosseini acknowledged, “We
support any revolutionary movement
in Kurdistan or anywhere else.” He
dismissed Iraq’s program for cultural
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autonomy for Kurds as “verbal prom-
ises.”

The Mahabad leadership is deter-
mined to flatter the Tehran govern-
ment into being generous and thus it
shies away from any open advocacy of
armed struggle. If the Tehran authori-
ties reject the Kurd’'s demands, Hos-
seini said, “We will find some other
way to obtain our rights with the
other peoples of Iran.”

“As far as possible we will not take
up arms,” he said. “We will seek
peaceful means.”



