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Kurds seize border town
in renewed Iran fighting

From Taz Thurgood
in Tehran

Violent demonstrations and
gunhattles at the weekend have
Ieft wt least 44 people dead
and approximately 100 wounded
i the two  {roubled Iranian
provinees  of  Kurdeslam—amd
Khusestan,

Three men were excculed
Last might i the port cily of
Khorranshahe after being
bDlamed for an allack on &
mosque 1 which siX people
dierl.

The men, helieved (o he
Traman Arabs, were accuserd of

g hombs 1nto a mem-
oral  congregalion in the
wnsque. The attack prompted
reprisals by Islamme  Revolu-
Hionary Guards an the home of
the Arab smirilual leader, Ava-
lallah Kbhaghani, in which four
people died,

The rencwed vinlence came
amul  oflicial  warnings  that
“professional agtalors™ were
frvimg In destabhse the iwo
key provinees which horder the
Wesiern frontier with Irag. In
Telhran, meanwhile, Iran's For-
cign Minister yesterdas held
talks with  the new TIragui
Ambassador al whieh it was
arreed 1o * promote eovdial and
friendly relations.”
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The Kurdestan horder town
of Marivam—was yesierday said
io be under the contrel of
autonomy-seeking Kurds afler
heavy fighling on SETUrday in
which at least 30 people died.
A spukesman for the Gov-
ernor's office in the Kurdesian
provincial capital of —Sammmtm
confirmed the report and sad
100 wmirbone lroops had heen
airhified 1inlo Sanandaj.

kurdish  sgurces  saild  the
Kurds—m Marivan had threai-
et lo fight if the Govern-
ment tried to impose conirol
by sending in troops,

The fighting in  Marivan
hegan, aceording Lo soulces at
Rurdish  Democratic Party
hradmoarlers, atler atlempts hy
dispossessed landlords 1o cals
lect inbule from local farmers
who then marehed on the Joeal
Imam  Komiteh 1o demand
“t1he expulsion of feudal eles
ments.” The KDP alleged that
the Islamic militlamen ihen
opencd fire,

However, according to  offi-
ial Slale radio, the Islamue
milillamen opened fire in sclf-
defence when attacked by 300
men, including KDP members.,

In Meshkinshahr, close 1o
the Russian border in North-
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west lran, four farmers died
vesterday—during a dispule in-
vohving watler nights, Shops and
houses were reportedly burned
down and fighting continued

unil  authorities impesed a
curfew.

A" adds: A prommnent
Tehtan  clergyman,  vlose 1o

Avatollih Khomem, was shot
by unidenUfied gunmen vestei-
day 10 an assassination allempt
as he lefl o mosque, Avatellah
Seved IRasat Shirazr was  re-
poricd 1o Be o satisiaclory
{:o]ndltmn at a military hospi-
al.

Rewler adds: Tran has  re-
tduced defence exfeRdilure hy
60 per cent as parlt of a L6 hil-
lions spending eul envisaged 10
an emergeney 1979-80 Budeel
released yesterday, Approval of
the Budget by ithe Revolu-
tionary Council was  espected
within 1wo weeks, acvoprding 1o
the head of the Budge! and
Planning Oreamsation, Mr Al
Akbis Mownlar,

The Budget fises daly ol
exports at 3.3 nullion barrels
in the fiseal vear ending nest
March 20, Mr Mownlar s,
Income from ml and other
exports was eshimated at about
£10 biNlions, sliphlly down on
the previous vear.
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