5/27/2011

From Liz Thurgood
in ‘Fehran

More than 12,000 Kurdish re-
fugees have thremtered— to
abandon their Iranian citizen-
ship and march urkey ot
Iraq if the Governmeni does
nol allow them to return in
their homes in safety.

The vllimatum was delivered
vesterday by the Kurdish refu-
gee commitlee wiTIE—Was sct
up after fighting in the wes-
icrn town of Naghadeh two
menths ago. According to a
commitiee spokesman, 124%3
Kurdish men, women, and

were made homeless
by the fighting and are now
wandering from town {o town
in search of help, frightened to
return home.
e Kurds have alsa issued
a, five =pomt list of demands
which, they say, musi be ful.
filled befare thev will" return
to  Naghadeh, These range
from the prosecution of
“ members of the Shah's re-
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Kurds threaten to abandon Iranian
cifizenship unless demands are met

gime ™ mow serving on  ihe
Inman Komitehs, the replace-
ment of the Komitels (made
up of Persians), wilh councils
of Kurds and Turks, vontrol of
the==torul gendarmeric, and
Government compensalion for
damaged properly .

The hurdish aclion appar-
ently follows repeated cfforts

lo tryv 1o negotiate a geltjenient

wilh the Governmenti. The com-
mittee cabled the Prime Minis.
ler’s office warning that; it
would seel political asylum in
cither Iraq er Turkey if their
demands were not metl. The
deadline expires at midnight on
Monday.

“If neither the Iragis nor
the Turks will give us a home,
we will ask -olher countries
such as Afghanistan, Kuwait,
o+ Pakislan,” said Mohammad
Morad Rassouli, one of five
commitiee members visiting
Tehran to fry 1o sce Dr Mehdi
Bazargan, the Prime Minister.
The Kurds have been lold that
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a meeling cannot be arranged
for_at least two monihs.

he demands coincide with
fresh reports of Kurdish un-
happiness with the=mewiy - re-
leased draft Constitution, The
Kurds, and Iran's other restless
et minorites sueh as the
Turkomans and Arabs, had
been hoping ihat . the 131-
arlicle—document—would offer
them aulenomy.

Bul the only concession the
Government appears recady to
make is grealer participation
in running their own affairy
and the right 1o linguisti¢ -and
cultural freedoms. .

The refugees were made
homeless when fierce fighting
roke out between the Kurds
and Turks two months=—rme
The iranian Army¥ moved in
wilhy tereies=and helicopters and
the Kurds claimed that 200 of
their-preaple died in the ensu-
ing baitle, The Kurds claim
that  the Govervmrent has
offered no help.

Meanwhile. Sheikh Sadech
Khalkhali. reputedly close to
the religipus leaders, has pul a
price of $131,000 on the Shah's
head. “ Anyvone who assus-
sinates the Shahswill receive a
bero’s welcome,” the Sheikh
inld Iranian newspapers vesier-
day. “=H=name will glitter in
Iustnrf',” K

Earlier, the Sheikh, who re-
ecently upset many Iranians by
proposing the Persimr=6eH be
renamed the Islamie Gulf, dis-
closed that three gunmen had
heen sent to Mexico fo kill the
Shah. The  Shah's  wife,
Empress Farah, could return
home freely. he said. should
shoe either kill the Shah her-
self, or help in his assassina-
fion.

Avotaliah Khomeini's special
envoy in {he holy cily of
Najaf. Iraq, Ayatollah Rezvani,
has reportedly heen seized by
lhe Ba'athist regime in a con.

linuing wave of arrests,

1/2



5/27/2011 Article - Untitled Article

archive.guardian.co.uk/.../getFiles.asp?... 2/2



