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LETTER FROM IRAN

. Dec. 11
STORY from the Kennedy
years which has the rare qual-
ity of being true is that once,
when the President was otherwise en-
gaged, Dave Powers, his original guide
to the'poor Trish of Boston and later a
combined companion and jester at the
White House, was delegated to kill a
few minutes with the Shah of Iran.
Subsequently, he was asked how he
liked His Imperial Majesty. “Well,”
Powers said, “he’s our kind of Shah.”

I was lcmmdcd of that story when
I saw the Shah a few wecks ago here
in Teheran, At that point, Mnhdmmul
Reza Pahlavi wasn’t anybody’s kind of
Shah. He received me, as he had on
scveral of my previous visits, in a ball-
room on the second floor of the Nia-
varan Palace, on the northern outskirts
of Tcheran, He looked pale, spoke in
subdued tones, and seemed dwarfed by
the vast expanse of the room, with its
huge, ornate chandeliéis ‘md heavy
]‘mpnc furniture. He wore a double-
breasted suit whose blackness suggested
mournmng, He started with an .1p<>]ug
He was sorry to have kept me we uting.
The American and British Ambassa-
dors had been in to see him. “They
tried to cheer me up,” he said. *“As if
there were anything o be cheerful
about,”

I expressed surprise at- and, indecd,
felt some suspicion about- -this show of
gloom. There had been  demonstra-
tions in many parts of the country, and
strikes, but Teheran, apare from the
university, scemed calm, and the Army
was in thorough control. Moreover,
the opposition was headed by the Mos-
lem clergy, and they were clearly di-
vided. Surely, I said, the factions could
be played off ugnimt cach other.,

“Possibly,” the Shah said, shrugging
his shoulders in an L]dh()l.ltt show of
disbelief.

I pointed out that the leader of the
lay opposition, Karim Sanjabi, was due
to go to Paris to sce the most intransi-
gent of the religious leaders, Ayatollah
Rubhollah Khomeini, The gossip in I'e-
heran was that a compromise deal was
in the works. Sanjabi would win Kho-
meint’s blessing for a coalition govern-
ment, The cna]m(m would make re-
forms but maintain the monarchy.

The Shah expressed doubt that Kho-
meini would agree to that, ¢ ‘Certainly
not with Sanjabi,” he said.

I further noted that, while there was
obvious unrest in the country, the Shak
himsclf had lifted the lid by casing up
on security and initiating reforms, “/‘ ay-

be all that was required was a slower
pace and more publicity for the changes
he had made. I mentioned that one of
the problems was corruption in the
royal family. He had decreed a new
code of conduct for royal behavior, but
it had n<>t been published. Could I get
a copy? ‘The Shah agreed—with. a
weary air.

If worst came to worst, I went on,
there was always the Army. The mili-
tary was strong, and its leaders were
loyal. The Shah said that force had its
limitations, “You can’t crack down on
one block and make the people on the
next block behave,” he said.

I asked him if the Army leaders
realized that. “I hope so0,” he said. He
went on to mention his son and heir,
Crown Prince Reza, who, at cighteen,
is now an air cadet in Lubbock, Texas,
The Shah said that he might not be
able to pass all his powers on to his
son, but he could at least pass on the
throne,

I remarked that T had never seen
him so sombre, and asked when the
black muod had begun.

“Sometime in summer,” he said,

“Any special reason?”

“Fvents,” he said.

[ intimated that maybe he was over-
doing the blues to elicit sympathy and
perhaps support from the United States.
“Wihat could America do?” he asked.

[ said that that depended upon what

happened, and  asked him what  he
thought that might be, “I don’t know,”
he said,

[ asked him what his advisers
thought was going to happen, “Many

things,” he said, with a bitter laugh,

and he rose, imli\';uing that that w
all he had to say. o

HE day after seeing the Shal,

drove, with an Iranian friend w!
had agreed to serve as an interprex
to Qum, a religious center with a pop:
lation of roughly two hundred ané 7
ty thousand, about seventy-five mi’
south of Teheran. Qum is the cous
try’s foremost training center for :
priests—or mullahs, as they are know
in common parlance—of Shiite Isian
the creed of ninety per cent of Iru»
thirty-six million people. Shiism w.
made the state religion at the heg'
ning of the sixteenth century by a ne
dynasty, the Safavids, who needed
dig in against the Ottoman Turks. T
Shiites form the minority—-and larg:
Persian—branch of the Moslem re!
gion, As distinct from the major:
branch—the Sunnites (who for cer
turies vested the line of authority fro
Mohammed™ in a caliphate that ¢
lowed the tides of history from 1’
mascus to Baghdad and thence, wn
the Turks, to Constantinople)—-+h
Shiites traced the line of descen
through the Prophet’s son-in-law, Ax
Ali, according to Shiite law, was
first of twelve Imams, or holy lead. <
The twelfth Imam withdrew from ¢
world and is due to return some tirr
as a Mahdi, or Messiah. Ali was buric:
in An Najaf, and his son, Hossein,
Karbala, and those cities, now iz -ag

are, after Mohammed’s tomb in Me:

ca, the principal shrines of Shiite Is"
The eighth Imam, Reza, dz’
Meshed, which is a town some # -
hundred miles east of Teheran, an«
the most holy shrine in Iran. Reza™
sister, Fatima, died in Qum, so the o -
includes Iran’s second holiest shr
well as many smadressahs, or sem::
The most renowned studen:
Islamic law in Qum, Meshed, an.
other major cities are referred s oy
the title Ayatollah, which means, lit-
erally, “Sign of God.” For roughly the
past fifty years, the Ayatollahs of {2v
have been the dominant religious lead-
ers in Iran. Ayatollah Khomein®
though born in eastern Iran, was edu-
cated in An Najaf, and then in Qun~
and subsequently taught in Qum, =
achieved national stature between 194
and 1963 as the leader of the oppos-
tion to various features—including ¢
education and, many say, land -
form—of whnt the Shah called ™=
“white revolution.” In 1963, Khome"
was expelled, and moved to the shr
of An Najaf, The radica. r=gime
Iraq, which in 1975, after yzar

3‘(, CPT‘"g reached an commaoacation
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semioer, when troudies

secame intense in Iran,
and he moved to Paris.
He had been succeeded
as the dominant figure
in Qum by Ayatollah
Shariatmadari.  TFor
most of the past dozen
vears, the madressah
students have made
Qum a center of op-
position to the regime.
Professor Michael
Fischer, of Harvard,
who spent much of
1975 in that city, de-
scribed the atmosphere
at the tme, in a mono-
graph he called “T'he
Qum Report,” as “onc
of siege and coura-
geous passive  hostility
to a state perceived to
be the stronger, hut
morally corrupt, oppo-
nent.” The present
wave of troubles was
set in motion early
this year hy violent
demonstrations against
the Shah in Qum.

I had telephoned ahead for an ap-
pointment with Shariatmadari, and had
been connected with a Pakistani aide
of his named Seyyed Rivzi, who spoke
English. Rivzi told me to be in Qum
by eight in the morning, bhecause His
Holiness, as he called Shariatmadari,
went to the mosque at nine and spent
the rest of the day in prayer and medi-
tation, My translator friend and I ar-
rived before eight and, with the help of
directions from the Jocal police, found
our way to Shariatmadar’s quarters.
He lives in a narrow back street, paved
with white brick and lined with yellow-
ish walls. There are doors in the walls
every ten yards or so, and, behind
the doors, courtyards leading to build-
ings that are used as offices and houses.
We were first shown into an office,
where we were received by Rivzi, a
fat, middle-aged man wearing specta-
cles and a black turban; he kept push-
ing the turban bhack from his forehead
in order to scratch his scalp. Rivzi said
that I was in luck, for His Holiness
was feeling ill that day. Because he
was not well enough to pray, there
would be ample time for the interview.
Rivzi asked me to disclose my ques-
tions in advance. He would write them
down in Farsi and then read them
off to Iis Holiness—that way, there
would be no mistakes. [ began read-

“Iverybody’s having
® [ ]

ing from a list of questions: T had pre-
pared. He repeated them in Foaglish,
then set them down in Farsi, and read
them back to my Iranian friend for
his approval of the translation. A cou-
ple of times, the Fnglish version of my
question differed significantly from the
original, and at length [ pointed out
one of the discrepancics. Rivzi said, ©“I
was not trained as a reporter, but in
the past few months I’ve been the in-
terpreter for sixty-cight different in-
terviews. I’ve become quite good at
framing questions. I hope you don't
mind a little editing.” :

After the questions had been given,
edited, and translated, we moved across
the street to see Shariatmadari. He is
a man of seventy-six, with a white
beard, a frail frame, and a thinnish
voice. He, too, wore a black turban and
glasses—in his case, thick glasses over
weak but distinctly friendly eyes, He
received us in a bare, whitewashed
room lit by a single electric bulh, which
dangled from the ceiling. There were
some uninteresting rugs on the floor,
and a curtain hung across the window
on a string. Shariatmadari was lying
down on an opened crimson bedroll,
with his head and shoulders raised on a
purple pillow. Rivzi and another aide,
whose function T never discovered, sat,
legs crossed, facing His Holiness, 1 sat

spritzers.”’

parallel ta him, also cross-legged, but
with my back against a wall, In the
course of our talk, which lasted sev-
eral hours, various people came in to
sce Sharatmadari, kissing his hand,
pressing petitions on him, often with
moncey between the pages, and then
hurrying away, A telephone by the
hedroll rang frequently, but it was an-
swered only rarely, by the non-Paki-
stani aide, who usually managed to pick
it up after the caller had stopped trying
to get through.

Shariatmadari hegan by asking about
my trip down to Qum, T said that it
had heen easy but that we had noticed
a lot of troops in the town and, on the
wall of his house, a scrawled sign say-
ing “Death to the Butcher Shah.”

His Holiness said, “I don’t know
what is happening in Iran. T never saw
a nation in such a spirit of revolt. It js
erupting like a volcano, and, like a vol-
cano, after huilding up pressure for
years and years it is impossible to stop.”

My first question had to do with the
revival of religion in Iran as a political
force, Shariatmadari said, “Religion
used to he considered marginal——apart
from the mainstream of events, Now 1t
has become much stronger than before.
The reason is that religion provides an-
swers to problems of conscience, e pro-
vides a viantage point for fighting in-
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justice. In our Shiite religion, spiritual
feaders are ready at all times to assert
the truth and the right.”

[ asked him what injustices he had
in mind, He said, “We have never had
free elections, The clections in the past
were all dominated by local magnates
or the consulates of foreign powers.
The conscquence has been that we
now have laws repugnant to Islam
and to the public interest. For example,
alcoholic  heverages are  permitted.
There is gambling. There is illegitimate
sex—by that [ mean sexual relations
between people under twenty who are
not married. The authority to marry
is in the hands of civil officials. But it
should not be. M.xrnage is not a deal
or a contract, Tt is something spiritual,
and so it should be pcrfnrmed by the
religious authorities.”

At that point, there were sounds of
firing in the distance, and I started.
“Don’t be afraid,” he said. “We’re
used to that kind of noise.”

T asked him to tell me about the
troubles in Qum. He said, “From the
beginning of the disturbances in Qum,
we have asked people to speak  their
minds, but with calm and dignity, not
in a provocative way. But [ remember
a few months ago a company of sil-
diers headed by a major general walked
into these premises and announced they
were on aomission from the govern-
ment, ]’ hey started hudkmg windows
and shuntmg One person was killed on
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the spot and another died in the hos-
pital, Later, the government  apolo-
gized, Bue I ask, ‘How can you apolo-
gize for killing people?” Had it been the
I’mm '\hnmu s house, would it have
been enough merely to .lpnlngl'u’ Such
an action alone s adequate for
me to declare a holy war or
a revolution. That might have
happened if T were not devoted
to the cause of moderation.”

I asked him how he would
rectify the many injustices and
wrongs he had cited. He said that he
favored a return to the constitution of
1906~ a document that a liberal move-
ment with support from the clergy had
wrung from the Qajar dynasty, which
preceded the family  of the present
Shah. The 1906 constitution provided
for, among other things, a supreme
u)unul of five religious leaders who
would have a veto right over all laws,
“If they found the laws repugnant to
Islam or o principles of justice or
agamst the interests of the mamr’uy »

Shariatmadari sald, “they could reject

them”

I asked what would hagoen if the
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five religious leaders disagreed among
themselves, He said, ““T’hat would not
be possible, for they represent the
highest spiritual authority.” .

I persisted with the question abot:f
a possible disagreement. “In that case,
he said, “the issue would be referred to
the hxghest spmtual authority in the
land.”

I assumed he meant hlmself, and
any doubts on that score were seftled
by Rivzi. He said, “His Holiness
would have the final word.”

I. remarked that many people in
Iran, and in other parts of the world,
had different views from His Holiness
on such matters as religious liberty,
land reform, and the role of women.
He cut in before I could develop this
theme. “T'he journalistic community in
the world,” he said, pointing a bony
finger at me, “has constantly made the
libellous chargc that we rehglous lead-
ers are anti-progressive and reactionary
and anachronistic. That is not the case.
We want science, technology, educated
men and women—physicists, surgeons,
engineers, But we also want clean and
honest political leaders. Those who
make the charges against us are them-
sclves rcactionary, because their goal is
to stop us from instituting a govern-
ment of hope. The government of God
is the government of the people by the
people.”

[ said that T would still like to know
where he stood on the issue of equal
rights for women~coeducatlon for
example,

Vcr) smoothly, as if there were no
break in the line of thought at all, he
asked me how many Presidents thcre
had been in American history. I said
that it wasn’t altogether clear
whether the ﬁgure was thirty-
eight or thirty-nine.

He said, “You come all the

way over to Iran to ask about
the rights of women here, and
y()ll d()n t even kn()W h()W
many Pre>1dc11ts you have had in your
own country.”

I explained that the matter was
complicated by the fact that Grover
Cleveland had been President twice but
not consecutively, I said that for the
sake of argument we could assume
there had been thirty-nine Presidents.

“How many of them have been
women?” he asked.

I said that none had but that that
seemed to me beside the point. What,
for example, did he think about coedu-
cation?

He said, “I'm not opposed to the
education of women' for all kinds of
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«.*But I do nov want coeducaton. i -~
s.B X !

ant to separate the schoois of learn- |

from the “schools of ﬂirtiﬁg. Weli

slam don’t look on women as play-
gs, accepted as long as they are
1g and beautiful, and then- cast
fv. In Istam, the older the woman,
‘h Ln'gher her status, We know that in
| ucational schools there is a cor-
,ion of moral values, which is re-
- ed in the police records. The girls
lop certain relations, and some
illegitimate children, and others
abortions. The girl loses her self-
“:ct and her status in society. Either
- uffers a great personal loss or she
i up another way of life—prosti-
n.’)
asked him his opinion of abortion.
“aid, “In Islam, abortion .is consid-
murder. Therefore, abortion is not
itted.”
+ asked him his views on birth con-
He said, “Birth control depends on
"in circumstances. In small, over-
. lated countries that have no land,
control is acceptable. But in our
- try, where the population occupies
one-fifth of the land, there is
zed for birth control. Procreation
d be free unless there is a particu-
roblem. In our country, that prob-
loesn’t exist.”
asked him whether there was
. ity in Islam for people of other re-
s. He said, “In Islam, Christians,
, and Zoroastrians are all accepted
" ual—unless they become a Fifth
mn for foreign meddling in this
"ry. Jews are accepted as Jews but
' 5 defenders of Zionist aggression.”
"hen referred to the Baha’i sect,
t began as a retorm oftshoot of
Islam, and has been popular in
particularly among educated peo-
‘ho have done well in business and
s. He said, “Baha’i is accepted as
' per se but not as a clique divid-
p government posts among them-
and working for the foreign in-

k2]

s
isked him where he stood on the
reform that the Shah had decreed
63. He said, “Land reform is a
on of the past. Even if there were
objections made at the time, there
no objections to the principle of
reform but only to the means of
mentation. The Shah could have
the same thing in accordance with
rinciples of Islam. That is typical
- regime, In order to build roads
treets, he destroys the house of an
'oman and does not give her an-
house.”

that point, Shariatmadari re-
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proached me for picking out one 18-
sue at a time instead of dealing with
the culture as a whole. “Culture is a
mixture of many interwoven things,”
he said. “You cannot in fairness just
pick on individual matters as if they
were unrelated. For example, in the
West you cannot conceive of a banking
systcn{ that does not charge interest on
loans. But in Islam, for many different
reasons, our view is that interest should
not be charged.”

I said that that was true; no one in
the West could understand how a gov-
crnment without the power to raise in-
terest rates could control inflation. I
went on to say that his point scemed val-
id, and so [ would shift subjects. I asked
him where he stood on the issue of meet-
ings with representatives of the Shah.

He had had some “unoflicial meet-
ings,” he said, and went on, “But
we can’t have official mectings. The
religious authorities will participate in
all offers of a solution to the present
problems, but only with a fair and just
government and parliament. We can
conperate fully only after free elections
have returned a popularly chosen gov-
ernment.”’

I said, and he acknowledged, that
the Shah had tried o institute some re-
forms dirceted toward hberalization of
the regime, [ observed  that many
Americans felt that President Carter,
by his human-rights campaign, had
played arole in fostering those reforms.

Shariatmadart  said, “Carter’s  hu-
man-rights policy has not been a very
mmportant propelling force, though it
has not been totally without effect in

pushing liberalization. But in [slam we’

have some skepticism about the sinceri-
v of Carter’s human-rights approach,
beeause he doesn’t apply it to the Unit-
ed Nadons, In the U.N,, five countries
have the veto, That means we are not
cqual, But the Americans don’t say
anything about that.”

A COUPLIE of days later, T flew
to  Isfahan, with my Iranian
fricnd again accompanying me as an in-
tefpreter. Isfahan, as the 1966 Hacheree
Guide proclaims with unwonted effu-
sion, 1 “one of the most marvellous
places in the world.” The city lies on a
platcau watered by a large oasis and a
lovely  stream. Shah Abbas  [——the
greatest Persian emperor, not excepting
Xeexes and the three Dariuses——made
it his capital at the end of the sixteenth
century; at that tume, it had a popula-
tion of about half a million, and was
among the Largest cities in the world,

T remember

£ s asyeee TS -
from a pres visit, a

. s .
aeeaae ago, Drodd, tree-lined avenues;
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a magnificent central square, the May-
dan-e-Shah; the extraordinary Bridge
of Thirty-three Arches; and a gen-
eral air of refined elegance. But even
from the air, I could sce burgeoning
suburbs and smoke from factories—
signs that change had come to Isfahan.

A local official, who asked not to be
mentioned by name, rapidly brought
me up to date on developments in Is-
fahan. He said, “Five years ago, there
were five hundred and sixty thousand
people in Isfahan, and this was one of
the most beautiful cities in the world.
Then the Shah decided that there was
too much administrative and economic
concentration in Teheran, and that he
nceded to decentralize. So he put a
‘stecel mill here. And an airbase, with a
helicopter training center. Naturally,
forcign companies followed suit. Bell
Helicopter came in with the training
base. Du Pont put a plant here. Now
we have more than a million people.
I'he doubling in five years of a popula-
tion that had been stable for three hun-
dred years has changed everything.
‘This used to be an educational cen-
ter, with a university, many religious
schools, and lots of music. Now 1t is
an industrial town. Over three hun-
dred thousand workers have come in
from the countryside, most of them
without their families. They live five or .
six to a room in the poorer quarter of
town. They make good wages—a dol-
lar seventy-five an  hour—but they
don’t have their families, and they’re
miscrable. Everybody else has been af-
fected, too, The bazaar merchants used
to be very important. Now the banks
manage credit, and the engineers are
the big shots in town.

“Students have grown up under the
Shah, and they don’t know what things
were like before development started.
All they know is that the Shah prom-
ised that Iran was going to be like
France or Germany. That isn’t hap-
pening. The huge surge in population
means that services are spread too thin
and are constantly breaking down.
There aren’t enough telephones. It's
impossible to buy a car. The schools are
jammed. Housing is scarce. During the
past three years, there has been a re-
cession, especially in building, and
many laborers are out of work. So the
students are in 2 mood to reject every-
thing that has happened. They are
turning back to the old days, and pur-
suing an idealized version of what
things were like then. They are push-
ing the mullahs to go back and re-cre-
ate the wonderful past. The mullahs
see a chance *0 ~egai:

Delr prestige

and power, The Sucdents provid
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with a power base for puting
on, the government o give X
consideration and importance they have
been seeking for years. So the mullahs
go along. That’s the dynamic of trou-
ble in Isfahan.”

I asked about the circumstances re-
lating to the declaration of martial law
in Isfahan back in August, a month
hefore it was declared in the other ma-
jor cities of the country.

The local official said, “That’s a
perfect example. All through the spring
and summer, after riots in Qum in
January, and in Tabriz in late Febru-
ary, this town was seething with unrest.
The workers were demanding better
housing conditions, and more money to
meet inflation. The bazaar merchants
were bitching about the Joss of their
old status, about price controls, and
competition from the big hanks and
supermarkets. The intellectuals were
complaining about the lack of freedom.
The students were telling the mullahs
to do their stuff, and the mullahs were
saying ‘right on.” About the first of
August, a2 mixed group of workers and
students occupied the home of the most
prominent local religious leader, Aya-
tollah Khademi. The governor-gen-
eral and the local Army commander
went to Khademi and told him to get
them off ‘the premises. He tricd, hut
he couldn’t. On the contrary, the
crowds got bigger and bigger. At onc
point, maybe twenty thousand people
were camping there, When Khademi
tried to cool them down, -the students
turned ugly. They took down the post-
ers of the Shah and put up posters of
Ayatollah Khomeini. On August [ 1th,
the military decided to clear the place.
Troops moved in, threw tear gas, and
pushed the crowd out at bayonet point.
The crowd then went on a rampage.
It burned down a bank and a hotel and
fifteen other buildings. It threw a bomb
into a bus for Bell Helicopter employ-
ees. ‘That’s when martial law was de-
ciared. The bazaaris—the bazaar mer-
chants—immediately went on strike
and closed down their shops in protest.
The madressab students stayed in their
schools, but they demonstrated every
day, always making more radical de-
mands. On the night of August 21st,
two high-school teachers, who had
built up a large following of anti-gov-
ernment young people, were arrested
and sent to Tcheran. Next day, the
kids hit the streets, and there has been

t.rouhle of one kind or another ever
since.” '

I asked for and was given the names
of the teachers— whe had been re-
leased after & month in custody. They
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_enamels, silver bronzes, furni- .
. ture . . . you should consider sell- PB Elgll
ing at auction now. The best and

“ ‘Victorian International’
is now all the rage . . .
this might be a very

good time to sell.’’

sl ** ‘Victorian International’ encompasses
Mischael Turner, 19¢h Century
Porcelains and Docorations PB Eighsy-Fowr,

o division of Sovhety Parks oo furniture and decorative arts which floutish-

ed from the mid-19th to the early 20th
century, the eclectic styles we all identify with Victoria's reign: Persian carpets,
Japanese porcelain, claborate Louis XV and XVI style settees and cabinets,

repouss¢ silver from Kirk and Tiffany, mammoth Sevres and Dresden:

porcelain urns, animalier bronzes and brilliantly painted Viennese enamels.”’
“‘Fashions constantly change. After the point where things are just

“‘old-hat’, they become ‘in’ again, often to 2 whole new generation of youn

collectors. That's exactly what has happened to 'Victorian International.” 18

all those delightful and well-made follies of. -

century and carlier works of art are usually very expensive now and are often T

found only in museums, so Victorian glitter and glamor has become
fashionable once more. Interest is world-wide, and PB Eighty-Four, Sotheby
Parke Bernet's gallery at 171 East 84th Street, has done a great deal to nurture
that interest."’

““PB_Eighty-Four’s ‘Victorian International’ sales have been extremely

- successful . . . we aim to include only the best, and recent prices have

indeed been extraordinary. We anticipate even more excitement in the
future, so if you have 19th century decorative. arts: porcelain,

ty-Four
easiest way is just to call us at New York's most surprising auction gallery

(212) 472-3577. We'll wake cate of 171 East 84th Street, New York 10028
all of it for you."’ 212/472-3583
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had no telephones, so my Tranian friend
and I picked one—Hassan Zehtab—
and drove out to see him. He lives on
the outskirts of town, in a neighbor-
hood of narrow, twisting unpav ed
streets. The car could barely squeeze

between the walls, and the puddles and buy vegetables from Israel, wheat from Cho/l/ce

mud in the road reminded me anew the United States, onions from -1'ur-

of the origins of the custom of remov- . key, meat from Australia, oranges

, ; Austrs 7 s
ing one’s shoes before en]terlng }a from six different countries. Qur in- e S
mosque. Once we were in the neigh- dustry is just an assembly line for prod-
horhood, we had no trouble finding tln ucts made in other countries. We
house,]ever) ho{dy IWC as)k(.(ll. kn; w Has- would be poor fools indeed if we were
sanlv%e 1;1[*;, ‘1;:( w m(;e e w;)( : x satisfied with that.”

r- £€htab turned out to be a-partly I asked him what would satisfy him.
bald, moonfaced middle-aged man . He said, “My-ideal future is within
;‘;fj; 5 Complexion n?]ii'"}‘r}:ﬂ'nli”fi’é the framework of Islamic law. That is
on an- tha o e the guarantec of happiness and a good

THE NEW YORKER . o 1

He said, “What we see here is infia-
tion—prices for food have gone way

up. What we see is the depletion of our |
oil reserves. At the present rate, we t e €
have only twenty years to go. What :

we see Is an agriculture worth zero. We

oo
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<
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was carefully dressed, in a suit, white
shirt, tie, and sweater. I saw only” two
rooms of his home, and they were
modest in size and bare of ornament.
When we arrived, Zehtab was meeting
in one of the rooms with about forty
disciples. He agreed to see me, and we
moved into the other room, with ten of
his disciples coming along. [ asked
Zehtab to tell me a little about who he
was and what he believed.

I have been a schoolteacher here in
Isfahan ever since T gmduated from the

ago. In all this time, I Inven t seen one
truly free election, or one instance of

ty for the happiness of the people. T
think the only way to bring ahout thc
happiness of the people is thmuoh a
Islamic culture. We’re given to undu‘—
stand that the ruling clique is t1]kmg'
about religion now, “and putting on a
turban and the whlte garments of
holiness. But that is a mere pretense.
Even a child can sce through that. It
is like the ceramic facing on the wall
of a building. Everybody knows that
beneath the facing there is a real wall,
of a different material.”
I asked him if it was not true that
under the Shah the country had taken
large strides toward economic develop-
ment over the past fifteen years.
He replied, “I have to say with
great sorrow that our economic growth
is based on a windfall called oil. If we
consider where we are, and then where
the progressive states like Japan are,
we realize how little we have accom-
plished. When I think of Japan,
think of a verse: _
Leila and I were fellow-travellers on
the road of life;
She reached her home, and I am still
a vagabond.”
I said that even if some countries had
donce better than I}an Iran had done
quite well,

He said, “I’'m forty years old, and
University of Teheran, fifteen senrs»

. . broken knife. ““There you sec it all,” he
concern on the part of those in authori- -

around the room, asking the disciples,

future for society. On particular reli-
gious questions, I don’t find it in my
area of competence to make answers. [
leave that to the highest religious au-
thorities.”

All during the interview, Zehtab, his
disciples, my Iranian friend, and I were
sitting cross-legged on the floor. I was
extremely uncomfortable, and it must
have been evident, for one of the disci-
ples asked if I would like a piece of
fruit. I said yes, and he took an apple
out of a bowl in the middle of the floor.
He began to peel it for me, but at the
first stroke of the knifc the blade sepa-

rated from its handle, He held out the

said in disgust. “Our country owns
twenty-five per cent of Krupp in Ger-
many, hut in Iran we can’t cven pro-’-.‘
duce a knife that cuts an apple.” '

Everybody laughed, and I begin
questioning.. the disciples, All of them
were students or professional men be-
tween the ages of twenty and thirty,
and had particip'lted actively in many
demonstrations against the Shah, They
all supported Zehtab in his quest for
an Islamic society. I expressed surprise
that voung men with professional train-
ing should be so drawn to a religion
that seemed—to a Westerner, at
least—not exactly with it. 1 went

one by one,-a single question: “What
drew you toward [slam?”

The first to answer was a mullah, in
robes and turban, who had a degree in
psychology from the University of Te-
heran. He said, “My love for Istam has
grown hecausc I have studied it and
compared it with other religions,” The
others—four students, two cmployees
of the National Iranian Oil Company,
an accountant, an engincer, and a
physicist—all gave ncarly the same an-
swer, Two of them said that they had
compared Islam with the teachings of
a nineteenth-century  Furopean sacial
philosopher---that is, - Marx, whose
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*has been taboo in Iran—and

' nd it prefemb]e. Another offered

generalization “Islam offess a solu-
1 to the complications of our life.”
As we drove away, I remarked to
Iranian friend that the similarity of
answers was disappointing. “You

.t understand,” he told me. “They

followed the lead of the mullah. It

sn’t make for interesting answers,

it makes them happy.’

SPENT the night in Isfahan at the
Shah Abbas Hotel. The clientele was

_ rely foreign—a sprinkling of Japa-

_hem was a bazaar merchant from

:, Indians, Americans, and Europe-
Apart from the sight of a section
he hotel which had been damaged
ing the riots of August, and an
ied guard in the gardens, there was
ign of trouble.
tefore dinner, I visited Wanda
‘¢, an American psychologist em-
ed by the United States companies
king in the Isfahan region. Mrs.
:e reported that most of the Ameri-
i in the area lived in a compound,
ely removed from contact with the
iians. They had the problems usual-
ound in such communities. There
great boredom—especially among
children. Alcoholism was common
ng the women, and many of the
Iren had drug problems. There
a good deal of contempt for the
ians. “Because of their turbans,
ty Americans call them rag heads,”
Hake said. “That’s the nicest
ie they call them.”
fIrs. Hake had some guests, and one

old Isfahan family. “I could cry
it what has_ happened here,” he
me, “It used to be a paradise of wa-
ind gardens and beautiful
lings. Now the town is
of strangers. There are
people from the villages.
y live in shantytowns.
re are ten thousand
ericans, They drive up
price of everything—es-
uly houses. A house that rented for
thousand rials per month five years
now costs forty thousand rials per
th. Many people are unhappy. One
ay interests is a building project.
workers were Afghanis—three
Ired of them. The other day, the
rnment sent the Afghanis home.
ow why: There was a crime wave,
they did a lot of the stealing. But
dy gave me any warning. Now
tdoIdo?
Lots of the young men come to see
about their problems. They don’t
¥ how to deal with the young
len sitting next to them in their

VAR
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classes. In- the past, they had never
seen any women, even mothers and
sisters, who were not wearing a veil,
Now they see miniskirts and hare arms
and hare legs. They say to me, ‘What
do they want, these women? What are
they trying to do to me?’

“When [ go to Tcheran, T feel as
though T were in Hell. Somebaody could
die right in front of vou and nobody
would do anything. Deep sadness
comes over me when [ see the uses
to which we have put our oil wealth.
So it is not surprising that there has
been a political cruption. Five years
ago, Khomeini was nothing. Now he
is held up as the cquivalent of the
Shah.”

At breakfast the next day, T met a
professor of religion at the university
whao had been educated at Harvard and
Oxford. His family are members of
the Baha'i sect, and he is going back to
Oxford, at least partly because of re-

ligious persecution. He said he would -

like to talk about the state of religion
in Tran, but onlv on conditon that 1
not mention his name. [ agreed,

He said, “As a student of religion, T
read with great interest Toynbee’s ‘A
Study of History. | always wondered
why he felt that the next stage of re-
generation in the world would be reli-
gfnus. I felt that religion had been on
the run all over the world for centuries.
In some places, there have been adjust-
ments, but they have been made only
slowly and painfully. Christianity ac-
commodated itself to Darwin, but it
was hard cven in a tolerant country like
Britain. Islam has experienced a number
of shacks and adjustments, I'here have
been several cfforts to update the re-
ligion. But they have all failed. By

narrow, fanatical, and igno-
rant,”

He went on, “The mer-
chants of the bazaars worked
hand and glove with the
mullahs, They were the two
most conservative clements
in the cities. The bazaaris usually rent-
ed land from the religious foundations,
and made the foundations hig gifts.
But both the bazaaris and the founda-
tions have heen outmoded by recent
developments, When I left [ran to go
abroad to school, in 1960, this was still
a hackward country, ()nl\ a few cities
in the country had running  water,
There were only about ten thousand
penp]e who had been or were at univer-
sities. Most mdmtn was h-lmhcmfts,
and about eighty per cent of the people
still Tived in rural villages. In 1970,
when I came back, it was a different
country.

All the young people—and

and large, the clergy remains

.

e m ey .

THE NEW YORKER

{
¢hat is over fifty per cent of tie u\.pu :
]atmn-—-—wele going to school, m’eii
are a hundred thousand university i

I

graduates now and almost two hun-
dred thousand people in universities.
On a normal weckend, between one
and two million people drive out of
Teheran in their own cars. :

“The mullahs have been losing stead-
ily through these developments. Their
base was cducation. Now they have to
contend against state schools and uni-
versities. They’ve lost the large iand-
holdings they once had, Most of their
endowments have heen nationalized,
and are controlled by the state. No one
ever paid much attention to them until
the present wave of troubles, The ba-
zaaris have also Jost great power. The
banks and big companies have taken
away their control over loans and credit.
There are shops out in the streets—
across from your hotel, for example—
so people don’t go to the bazaar as
much. And for a while there was price
inspection as part of a campaign against
inflation. That hit the bazaaris very
hard.”

After a pause, he continued, “Peo-
ple now don’t remember what it was
like in the old days. As late as 1955,
I remember going with my father to
a village in the countryside. The local

khan—the head man—did justice thej

religious way., He cut off hands for
thievery, splitting people’s tongues for
talebearing. There was a peasant in the
village with a beautiful wife, The khan
took her, and the peasant complained to
my father. The khan went out riding
with my father, and they encountered
the peasant. The khan took his riding
crop and beat the peasant senseless.

“The oil boom ended all that and
put it out of mind. But it also brought
lots of trouble. Mainly inflation. There
are buses now, and vegetables, but
most people can’t afford them. More-
over, a lot of the money has been
spent—-I almost said wasted—on big
projects and avms purchases that don’t
do ordinary people any immediate good.
And it has to be said that on the cul-
tural side the Western world has not
done well in Iran.. Students coming
back from Europe and the United
States present the cities there as Mec-
cas for drunks, whores, and illegitimate
children, They depict a total break-
down of morale. So to the difficulties
of local adjustment there is added a
tarnishing of the classic model. The
West is seen xenophobically, as some-
thing frightening, and the search for
old values is intensified.

“It also has to be admitted that the
Shah, in his enthusiasm to build the

cauntry, ignored the people init, The
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masses were left out of his development
program. The bazaaris were left out.
The mullahs were left out. He thought
he could bring them along through eco-
nomic progress without any accompany-
ing change in ways of thought. The
heart of the difficulty, though, is the new

to seventy-five per cent of them come
from poor homes. They are very dis-
turbed when they sit next to a girl in
class. They fecl a sense of guilt, a fear
of being polluted—of sccularization.
All this takes the form of opposition to
the regime as the bearer of Western
values. T'he sexual drive pushes the stu-
dents in the direction of religion, and
the mullahs latch on to them to main-
tain their position of importance.”

ACK in Tcheran, I found mount-
ing turbulence and confusion. A
wave of strikes that had started in Sep-
tember with employees of the central
bank had spread to other banks, to the
teleccommunications  industry, and to
the oil workers. One day, there was
a rumor that the gas-station workers
would go on strike. [ saw hundreds of
cars lined up at several gas stations.
Angry motorists jockeyed for position,
and in one place troops had o fire
into the air to maintain order, The
university had been scheduled to reopen
at the end of September; and then at
the end of October, Fach time, regis-
tration had been stopped by student
strikes and demonstrations, After the
sceond effort, the authorities gave up,
and turned the campus, in downtown
I'chevan, over to the demonstrators.
There were daily protests, and onc
morning [ went to watch, with a visit-
ing  American professor who  spoke
Farsi, Armed soldiers in tanks and ar-
mored personnel carriers patrolled the
gates, but we were allowed in without
any demand to show our credentials,
There were two groups of demonstra-
tors, marching back and forth. One
group—-of about seventy-five students,
almost all men—was clearly Marxist
in its political sentiments, The students
carried  placards  denouncing  interna-
tional imperialism, and chanted slogans
calling for the unity of the workers.
The other group, obviously Islamic in
orientation, bore pictures of Ayatollah
Khomeini and carried signs calling for

fan Islamic republic. There were sev-

cral hundred students in the Islamic
group, including many women. All the
women were velled. Some wore the

1hody

[ S
| that velled thair

chador, a garment that envelops the
: o foor, while nthers
Yiorses, anc 3

x!\ ie

waore e eans, e

hends and faces.

group of university students. From fifty

times, word went through the crowd
that soldiers were coming. The ranks
broke and everybody rushed for cover:
But that day, at least, no soldicrs came.

The professors, having no classes,
were available and talkative, By far the
most interesting was Karim Pakravan,
an economist trained at the University
of Chicago, whose father, a former
Iranian general, had at one time been
head of the security-police apparatus,
known as SAVAK, and was now work-
ing at the Imperial Palace in a high 1d—
ministrative position. He came to visit
me at my hotel room, and talked
freely of his own situation and that of
his colleagues.

“Young professional people want
to escape the establishment,” he said.
“The establishment is everybody who
has real power. In one way or another,
either maorally or financially, it is cor-
rupt. We are not brave enough to join
the opposition, but by being at the uni-
versity we maintain a passive opposi-
tion. Our case against the government
is lack of freedom. All creativity has
been crushed. I teach a course in eco-
nomics. ’'m not allowed to say that
there’s malnutrition or poverty, or that
we're underdeveloped. A doctor {riend
of mine went to the countryside to look
at health problems. He found all the
discases  typical of underdeveloped
countries—trachoma, dysentery, that
kind of thing. He didn’t find cancer
and hypertension—the diseases that go
with modern society. So he was never
allowed to make a report.

“A whole generation of Iranians has
been raised, educated, and given no
freedom. Young engineers, for instance,
have only a minor chance to take part
in technological development. The Shah
didn’t develop a technology—he bought
a blueprint of technology from the
West, So there were very few major
jobs for Iranians. At least ninety per
cent of our people have been left out of
development. I have a small consulting
firm. I take only private clients, Unless
we were huge and foreign, we couldn’t
get government contracts anyway. I
might be able to do a project for the
government at a charge of, say, ten
thousand dollars for a couple of months’
work, But people in the government
would rather hire foreigners at a thou-
sand dollars a day. That way, they get
a kickback.”

He continued, “Khomeini is merely
a symbol of opposition. He is respected
as a2 Moslem, but he has no power. Ten
years ago, no prayers were said in the
universities, Religious students
mocked. Now there is 2 genuine stu-
; problem. Many of the students

Were




come fz;on:; noar ‘amilies in . -
inces. They have to rent rooms, and
the financial burden is.unbearable.
There has never been a systematic study
made, so we don’t know how badly off
they are. But they don’t have enough
money. They have to cluster six or
seven in a room. In the last few vears,
there has been an undoubted effort to
reform things. There’s real talk in the
parliament. Those in SAVAK who were
corrupt and who tortured people have
been ousted. There’s an effort to bring
roads to villages, and water. If there
should be elections soon, I’d probably
vote. But I wouldn’t join the govern-
ment. Next year is going to he had.
Already, because of the strikes and
the big wage settlements, it is clear
that the gross national product will he
down by ten per cent. There’ll be an
incredible inflation. One good thing 1
can say: At last, after twenty-five
years, Iranian politics are becoming in-
teresting.”

Pakravan put me in touch with an-
other economist trained in the United
States, who divided his time hetween
teaching and working for [ran’s Plan
and Budget Organization, Because of
his government job, he asked me not
to mention his name, He said that ¢ccon-
omists at the Plan and Budget Or-
ganization had repeatedly done studies
showing that, while the national wealth
was increasing, many people, particu-
larly in the countryside, were relatively
worse off. He showed me a report that
indicated that the income share of the
top twenty per cent of urban Iranians
had risen from 57.5 per cent in 1972
to 63.5 per centin 1975. The share of
the middle forty per cent dropped from
31 per cent to 25.5 per cent. The share
of the bottom forty per cent dropped
from 11.5 per cent to 11 per cent.
While urban consumption per head
was about two times that of the rural
areas in 1959, it had by 1972 grown
to three times that of the rural areas.
But these studies, while circulated
abroad, were, he said, not published in
Iran.- .

The economist went on to talk ahout
the religious revival. “I was very ac-
tive in politics during my high-school
years,” he said. “At that time—the
'ear]y‘ nineteen-fifties—there were only
two important groups: the Communist,
or Tudeh, Party, and the National
Front—which included the Pan-Irani-
ans, who wanted to take over parts of
Iraq, Turkey, and Pakistan. The young
had absolutely no interest in religion.
After that, the political situation calmed
down. There was a hrief revival of poli-

ticsin 1961 and 1962, when Ali Amini
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came o ofSce a3z Pvims Mirisier. He
started the iand reform that the Shan
later claimed as his own, The Tudch
Party was dead then, but the National
Front was strong. The religious people
didn’t count. Khomeini became impor-
tant only after he was driven into exile
by the Shah. The Shal’s father, Reza
S)mh, had been very successful in fight-
ing the mullahs, He made a direct as-
sault on the clergy- ~forcing women to
take off wveils, riding into the shrines
and beating the mullahs, He had pub-
lic sympathy, because then the clergy
were corrupt and wealthy, They were
hated by cveryhody. Now they have
lost their Tands and the religious foun-
dations. The mullahs have been puri-
fied. They have the power of poverty.”

HE economist at the planning

ageney introduced me to Magid
Tehranian, an intellectual in his mid-
dle thirties who had been trained
Harvard and then co-opted into the
Shah’s svstem as the head of an institute
for the study of communications, T went
to see him at the institute, where he
looked  every  bit the
American intellectual in his cozy oys-
ter shell; he had a comfortable office
with a couple of seeretaries, and wore
a neat blue suit, a silk tic, and shoes of
soft Ttalian leather. He tadked bricfly
about Irantan intellectuals, Heo said,
“TI'he great problem facing -the uni-
versity graduates once they are out of
school s a lack of freedom. We have

Furopean  or

Jots of intellectuals and technocrats who

have views, but they are never allowed
to express them, Fvervthing is dictated
from the top, and some of it is silly.
For instance, the government tricd to
build up the television network---with
which I was involved. Tt was extended
to the point where it reached seventy
per cent of the people in Iran, Then
the palace intervened. They insisted
that we show pictures of urban guer-
rillas confessing their terrorist deeds.
They made us put Parviz. Sabeti, the
head of SAVAK’s anti-terrorist cam-
paign, on the screen, giving his view of
history. We have an intelligentsia, but
they have no chance to participate.
They’re just supposed to support the re-
gime. But they don’t like slavishly sup-
porting the Shah, so they turn against
him. Yet, with all this, we have bcen
surprised by the breadth of the move-
ment against the Shah. It reaches from
plush Teheran to the remotest vil-
lages.”

Tehranian was said to have been a
Marxist before he joined the govern-
ment, and [ had gone to sce him pri-
marily because I necded some help in

We repeat the enormously popular and
unusually interesting outdoors pro-
grams to the Himalayas and the
Andes, where our small groups are
expertly led by capable mountainesrs:

LA hTrek

JULY AND SEPTEMBER, 1979

These expeditions include a trek
through the lovely valieys and moun-
tains of Kashmir into the remote
country of Ladakh, which was until
recently closed to visitors. Before and
after the trek, first class hotel and
houseboat accommodations are pro-
vided in Delhi and Srinagar.
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These expeditions provide the stir-
ring experience of walking along the
ancient Inca trail from Cuzco high
above the lovely Urubamba Vatley, at
a leisurety pace over three passes
and through fabulous Andean scenery
to Machu Picchu, the most dramat-
ically spectacular archaeological site
in the world. Before and after the
trek, first class hotel accommoda-
tions are provided in Lima and Cuzco.
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ascertaining the part that the Marxists
had played in what had been happening.
Clearly, the Marxists counted for some-
thing in the movement against the Shah,
but I had been given the most diverse
estimates of their role, from the most
surprising sources. The view around
the palace was that the religious move-
ment had been totally taken over by
the Marxists. That view was shared
by the economist who taught at the
university as a form of “passive re-
sistance” to “the establishment.”
“The resistance is run by the Com-
munists,” he had told me, “If you
want to buy weapons, there is a num-
ber you can call and you get what vou
ask for. I don’t know exactly who sup-
plies the weapons—the Russians, the
Cubans, or the Palestinians. But they're
the ones who have made the country
erupt.” An American official, on the
other hand, put absolutely no stock in
the theory of Communist manipulation,
He remarked to me that “the Army
and the police and SAVAK have heen
combing the country all year looking
for the Communists behind the demon-
strations. So far, they haven’t found a
single onc. Why? Because there aren't
any, The mullahs and the hazaaris he-
tween them have informal networks
that they’ve used for years to organize
processions and festivals, That's all it
takes now, T'hat’s all there is.” _

I told Tehranian of the confused
picture I was getting, and asked if he
could put me in touch with any of his

former Marxist colleagues, He said that

it would be easy, and set up an appoints’
ment for me with a friend holding”a

high post in the Ministry of Informa-:,
tion. The friend would organize an

interview with three officials in the

Ministry. T was not to talk about Marx.

Instead, T should use the euphemism—

“a European social philosopher of the

nineteenth century.”

At the last minute, I had to change
the appointment from the morning to
the afternoon, but that was no prob-
lem, I went to see the official, and after
a few moments he took me into a2 room
behind his office. Three men, all about
thirty, were sitting at a table with a
womarn—a graduate student at the
University of Michigan, who acted as
translator. T asked them if they were
believers in the philosophy of a certain
well-known European social philos-
opher of the nineteenth century, and
all three smiled and nodded. I asked
them about their education and their
jobs. They were university graduates—
one from the Sorhonne, the two others
from the University of Tcheran. The
man from the Sorbonne helped put to-
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gether pubiic-opinion poils for ‘c'ng Min-
istry, and the two others had jobs as
engineers, .

I asked what they found useful in
the works of the nincteenth-century
social philosopher. One said, “He ex-
poses the imperialists and their rape of
all the countries of the Third World,
including Iran.”

I asked how, specifically, the philos-
opher’s theories were relevant to Iran,
and was told about the depletion of
Iran’s oil reserves and the purchase of
American weapons for open “use against
the people.” I asked about Iran’s prac-
tice of selling natural gas to the So-
viet Union, and they responded. that
there was no shortage of natural gas.

I asked if they felt that the Russians
had designs on Iran, All of them
thought that compared to the United
States influence, which was “all-perva-
sive,” the Russian influence was “so
small it doesn’t count.” T asked what
recent works by followers of the well-
known nineteenth-century social phi-
losopher they had read. After some
hesitation, the man from the Sorbonne
said, “Jean-Paul Sartre.” No other
names were forthcoming.

I asked how they felt about the reli-
gious movement against the Shah, All
said that they agreed with its objec-
tives, [ asked if there wasn’t a con-
tradiction somewhere. Wasn't religion
supposed to be “thc( opium of the peo-
ple’?

“Somectimes that is true,” T was told.
“But in developing countries it is dif-
ferene. At times, religious feelings and
social movements go hand in hand.
That is the way it is now in Tran, We
are all of us united against the Shah.”

I asked how they thought the gov-
crnment of the Soviet Union felt about
the Shah. They said they felt that they
had the backing of Moscow., ‘

I asked whether they and their
leaders were working from  within
the religious movement. There was a
silence. Then one of them said, “We
arc in an Islamic country, and all so-

- cial movements inevitably have a re-

ligious coloring. We do not believe
there will ever be Communism here
as there is Communism in Russia or
China. We will have our own brand
of socialism.”

Later, the official who had arranged
the interview told me that I should
have asked him the same questions. “I
believe that the Communists are ma-
nipulating the religious movement,” he
said. Stll later, an American official
showed me a translation of an article in
Navid, a new, underground publica-

tion of the Tudeh Party. The article,

Asbach Brandy
there that the H
excellent taste.
Because of thr
artistry, careful:
golden brandyi
One of the fin

80 proof.

D P

The doub#
while Rol,f‘
secure. It$
sories from
to quality*

kg

West Beft




-

1Oy

FAIENCE NECKLACES
FROM $15 - .
PTOLEMAIC TERRAXCGTTA
FROM $25 : :
RARE AMULETS
FROM $50
SCARAB RINGS i -
FROM $125 &
WOOD USHABTI AND |

SECRET EYE II

:689 MADISON AVE/62ND 212-888-0788

WHOLESALL
MEAT. CHEESE,
SEAFO00 AND

© GROCERY

rAODUCTS

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON, ENTERTAIN YOUR
FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN HIGH STYLE.
We've brought back the ald fash
ioned market-place concept Buy JARLSBERG
your meats. seafood and grocer. $195 per ib.
ies the same way your lavorite
restaurants do. in quantities you ’;ﬁ;;‘g“:ﬂlﬂ!
can use, at substantial savings Rl *
Choaose from our hundreds of top KRAKUS

quality products Our large selec | POLISH HAMS
tion of tine delicacies make per | $1.99 per Ih.
fact corporate or personal gifts
WE ARE WHOLESALE. SO OUR SALE NEVER ENDS
421 West 14th St. Mon-Fri. 5AM to noon 929.5368

Wildlife Art

Sportsman’s Edge, Ltd.

AGallery of Contemporary
Sporting and Wildlife Art

Send $2 for our 44 page
full color print catalogue

Sportsman’s Edge, Ltd.
Dept N2,136 East 74th St.
New York, NY 10021
Telephone: 212-249-5010

EXPERIENCE

St Croix, Virgin lslands
TENNIS, LOVE? .
Eight smashing courts.
- th bt e ..
Contact

entitled “The Tudeh Party and the
Mosiem Movement,” said, “We are
ready to put at the disposal of our
fricnds from other political groups all
our political propaganda and technical
resources for the campaign against the
Shah.” T was also shown an inter-
view with Iraj Eskandary, the secre-
tary-general of the Tudeh Party, now

living in exile in Moscow. Among oth--

er things, Eskandary said, “As far as
the religious aspect of the present
movement is concerned, it should be
emphasized that the Shiite clergy can-
not bhe viewed as a force demanding a
return to the past, to the Middle Ages.
The position of the clergy reflects, to
a significant extent, popular feclings.
And the fact that the religious move-
ment is now playing an important role
in the mobilization of democratic and
nationalist forces against the dictatorial,
anti-nationalist, and pro-imperialist re-
gime of the Shah can only bhe wel-
comed. . .. We are in favor of a union
with all democratic forces, including
the religious ones.”

[* the role played by the Marxists in

the fomenting of trouble remains
obscure, the role of the liberalization
sponsored by the Shah and his ministers
looms larger and larger. The Shah ac-
knowledged when I saw him that he
had begun to loosen things up “about
two years ago.” T was in [ran in the
spring of 1977, and T remember well
the widespread talk of relaxation. Jim-
my Carter’s emphasis on human rights
was one of the reasons, but only one,
and not the most important. Iranian
students in the United States and Eu-
rope had focussed attention on the re~
pressive features of the regime—partic-
ularly the practice of torture by SAVAK.
The international press, led by Le
Monde, of Paris, had picked up the
theme. Both the Red Cross and Am-
nesty International, the private human-
rights group based in London, were
asking questions and  proposing  visits.
But by far the most important reason
for the relaxation was that the rapid
development that followed the great
oil-price increase of 1973 proved too
complicated for direct control  from
above, Dislocations and shortages were
universal, I recall visiting a new alumi-
num plant in an industrial area outside
Teheran, The plant was supposed to
accommodate several hundred workers,
but they had no housing and no trans-
port, and there were no telephones in
the offices. All over the country, power
failures were frequent, and the pursuit
of scarce goods and services drove in-

noabove e tweaty-Sve-per-cent-

per-year level. An effort to hold down
inflation by fixing prices was failing in a
spectacular manner. It was clear that
the economy could be made to work
only if there was some freeing up,
some devolution of authority.

Signs of reform were abundant that
spring. Batches of prisoncers were re-
leased, and were allowed to talk to the
press. The Shah declared that torture
would cease—an admission that it had
been going on. Corruption, which had
never been far below the surface—as
witness the Persian origin of the word
“baksheesh”—became public in the
wake of a scandal that involved payoffs
to high officials of the Iranian Navy.
The National Front, the chief opposi-
tion party, was allowed to circulate let-
ters highly critical of the regime. Stu-
dent demonstrations went forward
with only token harassment. Even the
television appearances of Parviz Sabeti,
the director of SAVAK’s political sec-
tion, were part of an effort to prove
that the organization had a human
face.

The direction of policy, to be sure,
remained ambiguous. Low-level agents
of SAVAK continued to stage raids on
opposition meetings. Investigation of
corruption at the highest levels was sys-
tematically blocked—reputedly by the
Shal’s entourage. But a key figure in
the entourage, Amir Assadollah Alam,
the Minister of the Imperial Court,
fell ill in 1977, and died in New York
early this year. His departure from the
Court Ministry opened the way ‘for a
political change that signalled an un-
doubted commitment to reform. In
August, 1977, the Shah appointed a
new Court Minister, Amir Abbas Ho-
veida, and a new Prime Minister, Jam-
shid Amouzegar. [ saw both men at
their homes in Teheran in late Octo-
ber of this year, along with the Infor-
mation Minister in the Amouzegar
government, Dariush Homayun. They
all talked freely, but not for indi-
vidual attribution. What follows is
my interpretation of their accounts
of what happened during the twelve
months beginning in August, 1977—a
period of sweeping reforms that boom-
eranged to injure them, and the Shah
as well.

HOVEIDA, an affable and highly in-
telligent man, with degrees in
history, economics, and political science
from the Universities of Paris and
Brussels, came to the Court Ministry
after nearly thirteen years as Prime
Minister—the longest term in modern
nes, He had © ma }in the rap-
4 developmens thar changed the face

t{r




of Irap and scured so many of its peo-
plez.c,Though he was said to have been
tolerant of corruption in the past, he
was reputed never to have been on the
take himself, and he certainly did not
live on the grand scale. He had realized
.as early as 1975 that the pace of de-
velopment had to be slowed down.
“We’re in orbit,”” he had told me at the
time, “and we have to come down to
earth.” He brought to the Court Min-
istry a determination to achieve eco-
nomic slowdown and political reform,
As he saw it, the key to both was end-
ing corruption at the highest levels.
From the beginning, he worked with
the Shah on a code of conduct for the
royal family. That project brought him
into conflict with many members of the
family who had been active in private
business affairs. In July, 1978, after a
long and bitter battle, Hoveida finally
won the Shah’s approval for the code
of conduct.

The code was not published,. for
fear that the spelling out of what was
henceforth prohibited would be re-
garded as a confession of past guilt.
But the fact that it was adopted was
made known, and caused virtually
every member of the royal family to
leave Iran. Here—published for the
first time, I think—is the code that the
Shah approved last summer:

CopE oF CONPUCT FOR THE
IMmPERIAL FAMILY

In order to maintain the high status of
the Imperial family, which is respected by
all Iranians. the following principles are
instituted as the Code of Conduct of the
Imperial family:

1) Refraining from conduct considered
distasteful by social custom.

2) Refraining from any acts or actions
not in keeping with the high status of the
Jmperial family.

3) Refraining from direct contact with
public officials for the purpose of handling
personal business. These matters will be
handled through the Ministry of Court
or His Imperial Majesty’s Special Office.

4) Refraining from contacts with for-
eign companies or organizations which
are parties to contracts and deals with
Iranian public organizations.

5) Refraining from receiving commis-
sions for any reason whatsoever, from
companies and organizations, foreign or
Iranian, which are parties to contracts or
deals with the Iranian government.

6) Refraining from receiving valuable
gifts from persons, companies, O organi-

- zations. )

7) Refraining from deals of any kind
with public organizations, be it the gov-
ernment, organizations agﬂpcxated with
the government, municipalities, or public
organizations. . o

8) Refraining from direct or indirect
(through third person or'persuns) part-
nership or holding shares in companies or
organizations that are parties to deals

e
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tons. _

9} Reiraining from founding or hold-
ing shares in organizations or companies
whose activities are not compatible with
the high status of the members of the
Imperial family, such as restaurants, cab-
arets, casinos, and the like.

10) Refraining from the use of facili-
ties and properties belonging to govern-
ment and public organizations for private
use.

11) Refraining from the use—for pri-
vate or commercial purposes—of the
services of the employvees of the govern-
ment and associated organizations who
also have responsibilities and duties in
foundations associated with the ITmperial
family, or related organizations.

12) Refraining from asking for special
favors or making recommendations to
public officials in the interest of members
of the Imperial family or others.

13) Refraining from the use of legal
exemptions for persons outside of the Im-
perial family. :

14) Refraining from the use of nation-
alized lands belonging to the government
or public organizations for the purpose of
profiting, for example, through construc-
tion projects or establishing commercial,
service, or industrial organizations,

15) Refraining from receiving anything
from persons (natural or legal) in lieu of
influencing public officials in order to le-
galize acts which would not otherwise be
eligible for profit-making (such as part.
nership in ownership of large pieces of
land in return for registering such lands
for the purpose of making profit).

16) Refraining from the use of nation-
alized lands for agriculture and dairy
projects.

17) Refraining from accepting positions
on the boards of insurance, banking. and
other companies.

18) Voluntary compliance with securi-
ty regulations and whatever relates to
public order.

. 19) Protecting the prestige and respect
of national values and beliefs outside of
the country.

20) Refraining from contacts with for-
eign embassies in Tran unless through the
Ministry of Court.

Amouzegar came to the office of
Prime Minister with a reputation as a
brilliant public servant, He was edu-
cated at the University of Tcheran, at
Cornell, and at the University of
Washington, and has a Ph.D. in civil
engineering. Before becoming Prime
Minister, at the age of fifty-four, he
had successively headed four Minis-
triess—Labor, Agriculture, Finance,
and Interior—-and had also served as
Iran’s chief ncgotiator in the price-
fixing sessions of the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting  Countrics.
Though less supple than Hoveida in
political matters, Amouzegar was
t.hmxght to be equally free of corrup-
tion and far more competent in eco-
nomics. As Prime Minister, he sct his
:ﬁlghts o curtailing inflation and root-
mg out corruption at the ministerial
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level. By squeezing hard on the money
s supply, he cut inflation from thirty-five
per cent in August, 1977, to ten per
cent in August, 1978. In the process,
he earned the enmity of many of those
dependent on credit, including most of
the bazaar merchants and the high
rollers in the construction field. As for
corruption, he pushed General Nema-
tollah Nasseri out as the head of
SAVAK and off into a corner as Am-
bassador to Pakistan. He forced Hu-
shang Ansari, the Minister of Finance,
to step out of the Cabinet and hecome
head of the National Iranian Oil Com-
pany. He obliged Mayor Gholam Reza
Nikpay, of Teheran, to quit. Those ac-
tions put him at odds with hoth the
Shah and Hoveida, who had close tics
to several of those who had been shunt-
ed aside. In the recesses of the Imperial
Court, an intrigue was concocted which
came to engulf everybody.

The starting point was the death,
late in October of 1977, of Seyyed
Moustafa Khomeini, the son of the ex-
iled Ayatollah. The son, a mullah, was
forty-nine at the time, and he died,
according to supporters of the Shah, of
a heart attack. His father suspected foul
play, and, during the Shiite days of
mourning for the dead, which fell in
late. December last year, circulated a
number of letters throwing hlame on the
Shah. Early in January this year, there
was sent from the office of the Court
Minister, Hoveida, to the office of the
Information Minister, Homayun, the
text of an article. Homayun, as was
the custom, passed the article on for
publication to the editors of a leading
Teheran daily, Eta’alaat. The editors
at the paper were sufficiently disturbed
‘ by the text to check with Homayun, He
L - [ told them that it came from the Court
: and they should go ahcad and publish
otel, it, The editors then apprised Amouze-
walf gar of what was in the works. Amou-
1 zegar called Homayun, who repeated
e the explanation that the article came
'):irh from the Court and was supposed to
nd be _published, Exactly who wrote the
orld. article is not known to me, but the un-
p willingness of those involved to name
a the author suggests that it was either
. the Shah himself or somebody acting
15, on his orders, My impression is that
part of the motive was to embroil the
Amouzegar government with the re-
ligious opposition.

The article appeared on January
7th. Tt bore the title “Iran and the
Red and Black Imperialism,” and con-
| tained a harsh personal attack on Aya-
tollah Khomeini. Tt started obliquely,
7 with references to the recent days of
— Imourning in which Ayatollah Kho-

- Columnists.”
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meini had circulated his grievances
against the Shah., Tt moved on to al
discussion of forces designated as Red
and Black Tmperialism, meaning the
Communists and the clergy. It said that
codperation hetween the two had heen
“rare” but that an exception was “the
close, sincere, and honest coiperation of
both vis-d-vis the Tranian revolution,
especially the progressive land reform in
Iran.™ The article went on to recall
the opposition to land reform back in
1963, including the “riots of June 5th
and 6th,” which had precipitated the
expulsion of Avatollah Khomeini. Tt
said that the opposition to the reform
had come from the Communists
grouped in the Tudeh Party and from
“the landowners who had been robbing
the peasants for many years.” These
groups, the -article continued, had
turned for “succor to the clergy ...
since the clergy enjoy great respect
among Iranians.” Most of the clergy,
the article said, proved “far too intel-
ligent to act against the Shah’s-people’s
revolution,” so at that point the oppo-
nents had decided to “recruit someone
from the clergy who would be adven-
turous.” That “someone” had turned

BT - " 500 Moo
out to be Ay n‘ml]‘lh Khnn‘x‘elm. Accord BAL HARBOURS
ing to the article, he had “an unknown Mail and phos

past,” but apparently had lived for
many vears in India, where he had de-
veloped “contacts with centers of Brit-
ish imperialism.” The article concluded
by denouncing Ayatollah Khomeini as
“someone who had taken the initiative
in carrying out the plans of Red and
Black Imperialism . . . who fought land
reform, the women’s vote, the nation-
alization of the forests . . . who would
sincerely serve conspirators and  Fifth

On  January 9th, two days after
the article appeared, the religious stu-
dents in Qum went into the streets n
to protest the attack on Khomeini. A We he
ballpoints,
gift sets. Fro
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clash with police ensuced. Nine people
were killed and many were injured.
Forty days later, in Tabriz, a memoral

service was held for those killed in
Qum. Again, there was a clash with
police. This time, thirteen people were

killed. After that, trouble came in Te-
heran and Isfahan and Meshed, and
then in Qum once more, August Sth
marked Tran’s Constitution Day, and
the eve of Ramadan, the Moslem
month of abstention, The Shah de-
livered a nationwide television broad-
cast, pledging that he would go ahcad
with the liberalization program. But
all dhrough that month, in city after
city, there were assaults on the symbols
of Western maodernity associated with
the Shab’s rule—banks, casinos, and
cinemas. The campaign reached a hor-
rible climax in Abadan, the site of the
country’s largest oil refinery: On Au-
gust 20th, the Rex Cinema was de-
stroyed by arsony and some four hun-
dred and thirty people lost their lives
in the blaze.

After that, Amouzegar had  had
enough. He resigned as Prime Minister
and was replaced by Jaafar Sharif-
Faumi, a political veteran from a re-
ligious family who had worked closely
with the Shah as, among other things,
head of the Pahlavi Foundadon, a mul-
umillion-dollar  semi-family  enter-

prise, which s the owner of most of ©

[ran’s {orcign holdings. Sharif-Emami
moved swiftl\‘ and across the board to
make concesstons to the troublemakers,
He lifted press censorship and arranged
for live radio broadeasts from the pre-
viously dozing Majles, the Jower house
of the parliament. With the wraps off|
resentment found tongoe, In the par-
lament and in the press, there was a
surge of complaints about corruption
and discrimination against the middle
and working classes. ‘T'he new govern-
ment met the strikes with generous
concessions on wages and pensions, In
response to charges of corruption, in-
vestigations were opened into the cases
of General Nasseri (who was recalled
from DPakistan) and former Mayor
Nikpay, Thirty-four leading officials
of savak, including Parviz - Sabe,
were dismissed inoone day. At every
opportunity, Sharif-Emami sought to
placate the mullahs, He closed down

casinos, and cinemas showing  foreign

films, Provincial and university officials
who had taken a strong stand against
religion were replaced by milder men.
Most important of all, Shanf-Emami
entered into consultations with religious
leaders, including  Ayatollah Shariat-
madari, and with the lay opposition, in-
: i, the head of the

e
ng Kurvim Sanjaby,

National Front, for 2 broad understand-
ing about new elections,

WENT to visit Sharif-Emami in

his office, just before the end of Oc-
tober. I found a large, bluff, partly bald
man in his sixties who exuded confi-
dence. He said that there. were many
“dissatisficd and unhappy people in Iran
who turned to the mullahs to voice
their-gricvances.” His strategy was “to
establish a good relation with the cler-
gy.” As he saw it, the clergy was di-
vided into two groups. “One group,
which follows Ayatollah Khomeini, is
radical but very small,” he said. “The
other, which follows Shariatmadari,
is moderate and very large. A split be-
tween them exists in every city and
every village.” He was negotiating
with Shariatmadari for some kind of
convocation where the majority could
prevail, “They must do it,” he said of
his plan for forcing a decision. “Some-
body must be the head of our clergy, a
Pope.”

He told me he was sure that lifting

‘the lid on censorship and on the Majles

debates was the right thing to do. “A
free press is much better than pres-
sure,” he said. The economic conse~
quences of the strikes and the high
wage settlements were, he thought,
“not serious.” There would be a cost
to the state in higher wages and pen-
sions, but that could easily be made
up by a cuthack on expensive military
projects and plans for nuclear power
plants. He favored the allocation of
more money to the villages, for “by in-
creasing credits for machinery, electrici-
ty, and water, rural life can be made
more attractive and agriculture more ef-
fective.” He said he hoped to “draw the
men who came to town back to the vil-
lages.” He acknowledged that inflation
might be a problem, but he hoped to
keep it down by subsidies on basic com-
moditics—rice, bread, sugar, tea. He
did not fear a military coup. “If they
come in, there will be killing and shoot-
ing,” he said. “Nobody wants that.”
He did sense that a test would be com-
ing within the next six weeks, and he
hoped to put together a large political
grouping that would help open the
way to free elections. Among other
people, he mentioned former Prime
Ministers Hoveida and Ali Amini, “I’m
a patient man,” he said. “I do not in-
tend to leave this office until there is
calm in Iran.”

SHARIF-EMAMI had begun the inter-
view by saying that that day Te-
heran, at least, was calm. But driving
from his office back w mv 2otel I had
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the Shah. He detains all the liberals
and keeps down men of integrity. He
likes thieves. He has sexual weaknesses.
He is not sincerely for liberalization.
He wants to gain time, divide the re-
ligious from the lay opposition, and
go back to his old system, which is
essentially military rule.” Of his
visit to Paris, Sanjabi said, “I am not
worried about my coming encounter
with Khomeini. T am an optimist.
Ayatollah Khomeini doesn’t want
chaos. We have to turn to Ayatollah
Khomeini.”

S it happened, nobody’s plans—not
those of the Shah or those of
Prime Minister Sharif-Emami or those
of former Prime Minister Ali Amini or
those of opposition leader Karim San-
jabi—carried the day. On Wednes-
day, November lIst, the Shah, appar-
ently  convinced that Sharif-Emami
could not continue, received Ali Amini
for the first time in years and began
conversations concerning the formation
of a coalition regime. According to the
local press, Amini told the Shah he
needed support from Sanjabi) and the
Shah agreed to receive Sanjabi on his
return from Paris. On November 3rd,

lafter sceing Sanjabi, Ayatollah Kho-

meini said in an interview on the Paris-
bascd Radio Luxembourg, “We have
told the representatives of the opposi-
tion, such as Ali Amini and Karim
Sanjabi, that if they agree to negotiate
with the regime they will be banned
from our movement.” Karim Sanjabi
came back to Teheran and called a
press conference to announce his terms
for negotiating with the regime. The
press conference never took place. By
that time, events had pushed another
sct of actors, the military, to center
stage. 'I'wo months before, on Septem-
ber 4th, there had been large demon-
strations in Teheran to mark the end of
Ramadan. Though the demonstrations
were peaceful, thousands marched, and
the military feared that matters might
get out of hand. On September 6th, the
government banned unauthorized gath-
erings, and the next day there was an-
other large rally against the Shah in
Teheran. That afternoon, the military
leaders went to the Shah and asked for
a proclamation of martial law. The
Shah told them to clear it with the
Prime Minister and his government.
The issue was argued between the sol-
diers and the Cabinet late into the night
of September 7th. Toward midnight,
the Cabinet gave its consent, and early
the next morning martial law was de-
Teheran
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proclamation to reach most people. Lat-

er that morning—Friday, September
8th—a large crowd gathered in Jaleh
Square, a central meeting spot in down-
town Teheran. After repeated orders
to disperse were ignored, the security
forces opened fire. More than a hun-
dred people were killed, by the official
count, and many hundreds wounded.

The shock of that massacre caused
everybody to draw back, Prime Min-
ister Sharif-Fmami was able .to ne-
gotiate a loose understanding
whereby martial law was not
enforced to the letter. Strikes
by civil servants, which had
begun in September, were
not broken up, though they
were dllegal. Nor were stu-
dent demonstrations, though
the martal-law proclamation
forbade any gathering of
more than three persons, “There was
martal law without there exactly be-
ing martial law,” the Prime Minister
observed to me.

That fuzzy condition put an obvi-
ous strain on the military leaders, Top
commanders were unsure of their re-
sponsibilitics, At one point, in October,
the commander of the ground forces,
General Gholam Ali Oveisi, sent an
ofhicer to warn the sttt of the Eng-
lish-language daly "Wavhan against ar-
ticles he considered inaccurate and in-
Hammatory, The reporters thercupon
threatened to go on strike, and the
Prime Minister backed them up. Unit
commanders never knew exactly when
to intervene. At least some of the rank
and e, and perhaps some of the jun-
ior officers, sided with demonstrators.
On two occasions, provincial police of-
ficers were shot by enlisted men in the
Army,

Moreover, the military leaders. had
trouble reaching a consensus on what

{ to do. The Shah, to assure his suprema-

cy and to guard against coups, had set
up scparate of communication
with many different secarity organiza-
tions and their leaders. The Shah him-
self is Supreme Commander of the
armed forees. He has a personal chief
of staff, General Gholam Reza Azhard,
who oversees all the branches of the
military, and meets téte-a-téte with the
Shah week. There are the
chicfs of the three separate services—
General Oveisi, commander of the
ground forces, with two hundred and
cighty thousand men; Admiral Kama-
leddin: Habibollahi, commander of the
naval forees, with thirty-two thousand
men; and General Amir Hossein Rabii,
commander of the Air Force, with

lines

twice a

£ pickup. Hog! ON, 215 N. 75th, |
Ml Belleville, 1L 52223, 618-397-7524 §

fortycight theusand  men—who 2iso
report individually to the Shah. There
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is the head of the rural police - or gen-
darmerie, which is some scventy-five
thousand strong and excrcises adminis-
trative control over all villages with a
population of less than four thousand,
General Abbas Gharabaghi, who was
also Minister of the Interior in the
Sharif-Emami government. There is
the head of the secret police, General
Nasser Moghaddam. There is, finally,
the head of procurement, General
Hassan T'oufanian, who also serves as
Vice-Minister of War to a
figurehead Minister of War,
General Reza Azimi.
The differences in mili-
tary specialty are compound-
- ed by variations in personality
and experience. The com-
manders of the Air Force
and the Navy are relatively
young men—both are forty-
six—and do not carry a lot of weight
in the system. Air Force General Rabii
is known as a typical fly-boy, weak in
political and geopolitical understand-
ing. General Oveisi, a former class-
mate of the Shah at the military col-
lege, is particularly close to the ruler.
General Azhari, the Shah’s chief of
staff, is sixty-nine and is noted for his
deliberate ways and lack of ambition.
“He is underwhelming,” an American
who worked with him once said. “He
always gives the impression that he’d
rather climb a mountain or read a
book than command an army. He’s
exactly the right man when tensions
run high.”

Toward the end of October, I went
to the Army headquarters, northeast
of Teheran, to visit General Oveisi. I
found a solidly built, plainspoken man
whose chest was covered with ribbons.
He was in a distinctly unhappy mood.
He did not like one bit the messy poli-
tics associated with the Shah’s liberali-
zation campaign, which he felt played
directly into the hands of the Commu-
nists. He said, “Two years ‘ago, the
Shah decided to let people be really
free. Iranians who had fled the coun-
try—writers and people like that—
came back here, The National Front
began speaking out. The Communist
Party began acting up. The religious
people asserted  themselves. Basically,
there were two types. One group was
very religious. They followed Shariat-
madari; and they didn’t meddle in
politics. The other group specialized
in politics. They were the followers
of Khomeini. They started to organize
people against the government and its
institutions. The Communists took
advanitage of the sitvation, They
made strong statements. They burned
banks and schools. Somre students and
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many #structors in high schools and
coileges are Communists. The instruc-

tors persuaded all the students to
go on strike, and so all classes were
postponed.

“Most people in the United States
and Europe are against our government.
You send journalists here who see only
leaders of the opposition. Then the
journalists produce stories that are
broadcast by the radio here and printed
in the press. So the people here think
they are not free. '

“We have a well-disciplined and
well-trained Army. The forces arc
ninety-nine per cent loyal to the Shah.
Maybe there’s one per cent not loyal
I don’t know. T just say that to be care-
ful. So we are not worried. What does
worry me is that there is a Communist
Party growing stronger. What worries
me more is that when the Communists
use freedom to write or to speak to un-
dermine the government, the govern-
ment is silent. When people strike and
make difficulties for others, it is not
correct. It jeopardizes security.”

General Moghaddam, the head of
‘SAVAK, who is a tall, pleasant-faced
man with receding iron-gray hair, ex-
pressed similar ideas when I called on
him in late October at his headquarters
in Teheran. He said that the demon-
strations were “organized one hundred
per cent by the Communists, working
through students and religious leaders.”
He said that he himself had talked with
Shariatmadari, He was convinced that
Shariatmadari “supports the regime but
i1s afraid to speak out”—afraid be-
cause the government offered no pro-
tection. It was too weak to take action
even against the Communists, “Two
weeks ago, we identified a writer who
was very active in provoking people
to demonstrate against the govern-
ment,” he told me., “We asked the
government’s permission to arrest him.
We were told no. We did arrest sey-
eral press people for instigating rebel-
lion with false stories. We were obliged
to release them all. The military and
the police now have things undt?r con-
trol. But there are dangers. It is diffi-
cult for our security forces to atrack
young people. If the studenfs keep
pouring into the streets, they will para-
‘lyze our security forces. If we hnc.i a
powerful government that met diffi-
culties in a powerful way, we could
deal with the troubles. But we now be-
lieve the government 1§ not strong
enough. We in the secunty f‘"cf“"___m
the Army, the police, and SAVAR—
feel handcuffed.” . .

The sccurity forces™ sense of being
handcuffed by a weak govemmcnt m-
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evitably intensificd in late Qctober and
carly November., Demonstrations grew
ever larger in scope, and strikes spread,
reac huw the oil industry and threaten-
ing to cripp]c it. Negodations for a
wider coalition picked up steam. In the
first week of November, the two series
of events moved in counterpoint to a
showdown. In Paris, on November
3rd, Ayatollah Khomeini refused to
play at coalition-making and ordered
his followers not to stop demonstrating
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until they had forced the Shah from
power. In Teheran, on November 4th,
the university students, sallying forth
from the campus, mpp]ed a statue of
the Shah at the entrance. The troops
there forced them back onto the cam-
pus. But the next day, November Sth,
there was another demonstration. This
time, the troops fired first into the air
and thcn into the crowd, killing several
students. The students went on the
rampage, burning banks, theatres, and
the British Embassy. The day after
that, Prime Minister Sharif-Emami
submitted his resignation, apparently in
protest against the breach of the under-
standing ahout limited use of martial
law. The military, with General Oveisi
in the van, seized the (}ppnrtumty
They insisted that the remgnatmn be
accepted and that a military regime be
appointed. The Shah consented.

N Monday, November 6th, at

noon Tcheran time, the Shah
went on national television and radio
with an extraordinary statement. He
announced the appointment of a mili-
tary government, but at the same time
he recognized the legitimacy of the op-
position, and promised to deal with
grievances and to move toward free
elections. He spoke with contrition, and
referred to himself as the Padeshah of
[ran—-a term meaning simply “King,”
and far less exalted than Shahanshah,

or King of Kings. He said:

Dear People of Iran:

In the open political atmosphere,
gradually developed these two recent
years, you, the I[ranian nation, have risen
against cruelty and corruption. This rev-
olution cannot but- be supported by me,
the Padeshah of Tran.

However, insecurity has reached a
stage where the independence of the
country is at stake. Daily life is en-
dangered and what is most critical, the
lifeline of the country, the flow of oil,
has been interrupted.

I tried to form a coalition govern-

ment, but this has not been possible.
Therefore, a temporary government has
been formed to restore order and pave
the way for a national government to
carry out free elections very soon.

1 am aware of the alliance that has
stz between voiitical, and economic

itcotruption. 1 renew my oath 1o be pro-

tector of the constitution and undertake
that past mistakes not be repeated ang

[be] compensated. 1 hereby give assur-
ance that government will do away with
repression and corruption and that social
justice will be restored, after the sacri-
fices you have made. ...

At the present juncture, the Imperia
Army will fill its duties in accordance
with its oaths. Calm has to be restored
with your cobperation.

I invite the religious leaders to help
restore calm to the only Shiite country in
the world.

I want political leaders to help save
our Fatherland. The same goes for work-
ers and peasants.

Let us think of Iran on the road
against imperialism, cruelty, and corrup-
tion, where I shall accompany you.

By validating the revolution and
pledging early free elections, the Shah
presumably hoped to put a straitjacket
on the soldiers even as he handed over
power to them, He named as Prime
Minister of the new government the
mildest of the military chiefs, General
Azhari, But the military, once in of-
fice, acted with brisk confidence. Sol-
diers were moved into the refineries,
and the striking workers, threatencd
with the loss of their jobs, gradually
went back to work., Demonstrations
were repressed with heavy force. Sev-
eral leading officials—including former
Prime Minister Hoveida; General
Nasseri, the former SAVAK head; and
former Mayor Nikpay—were placed
under arrest. When Sanjabi, the Na-
tional Front leader, after his return
from his meetings with Ayatollah Kho-
meini in Paris, tried to hold a press
conference, he, too, was arrested. In-
vestigations were opened into two high-
ly sensitive matters—corruption in the
royal family, and corruption in the
Pahlavi Foundation. Either investiga-
tion could be conducted in a way that
might implicate the-Shah himself.

The opposition reacted very strong-
ly. Both Ayatollah Khomeini in Paris
and Ayatollah Shariatmadari in Qum
denounced the military government.
Khomeini exhorted Iranians to “broad-
en their opposition to the Shah, and
force him to abdicate.” In a series of
fiery statements, he called for a cam-
paign of mounting demonstrations dur-
ing Moharram—the Shiite month of
mourning, which began this year on
December 2nd. He singled out as a
special target the holidays of Tasua and
Ashura, which this year fell on Decem-
ber 10th and 11th, and which com-
memorate the deaths of Hossein, the
third Imam and the grandson of Mo-
hammed, and his followers, at the Bat-
tle of Karbala, thirteen hundred years
ago. Normally on Ashura, religious
Iranians dress themseives in  black,
gather 2t the nrincipa’ bazaar, and
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march to the main mosque. As they
march, some cut their ~Ieads  with
swords and  whip their badies with
chains in an ecstasy of atonement. The
processions, with blood drenching the
garments of frenzied believers, are a
revolutionary’s dream.

Sensing peril, the military govern-
ment on November 28th banned “pro-
cessions of any kind” during Mohar-
ram, Nevertheless, crowds demonstrat.
ed in Teheran during the first two
days of the holy month, and there were
violations of the curfew on a large
scale, Oil production dropped from 5.8
million to below 2 million barrels a
day., An exodus of Americans got un-
der way. But even as high noon ap-
proached, the major protagonists drew
back. The Shah ordered that a hun-
dred and twenty political prisoners be

freed on Sunday, December 10th. On

December 6th, Karim Sanjabi, the
National Front leader, was released
from custody. On December 8th, Aya-
tollah Shariatmadari, at a press confer-
ence in Qum, urged his followers to
avoid violence. That same day, the
military  government announced it
would permit the religious processions,
and the next day pledged to keep
troops only in the northern sections of
‘I'cheran, out of the line of march,

On Sunday and Monday, December
10th and 11th, crowds of several hun-
dred Cthousand  paraded through the
downtown streets, They shouted Is-
lamic  religious slogans, and showed
hostility toward the Shah, the military
government, and the United States.
But there was no serious violence, and
those who tried to make trouble were
constrained by more responsible ele-
ments in the procession, The troops
drawn up in the northern section of
town, in the vicinity of the Niavaran
Palace, were not even tested.

Obviously, there had been put into
cffeet at the last moment a typically
Persian compromise. The palace and
the military  government—working
through former Prime Minister Al
Amini—had struck a deal with Shariat-
madari to avold a violent showdown.
But, though the testing time has passed,

all the contending forces are still in-

place, " The moment seems ripe for
steps toward a regime that limits the
role of the Shah, in keeping with the
1906 constitution, But the moment is
not going to last very long. Just be-
fore the peaceful processions began,
Shariatmadari indicated that he was
prepared to renew pressure if conces-
sions were not forthcoming. He was
asked when the screw would be turned
agair, He said, “I2 will be soon
~—JOSEPH KRAFT




