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Local Baha'is fear
for faithful in Iran

By ANNETTE DROLET
Sun staff writer

‘When Kambiz and Farah Rouhani hear news re-
ports about the persecutions of Baha'is in their na-
tive Iran, they feel especially alarmed.

Besides being Baha'is themselves, the Clearwater
couple has relatives in that Middle Eastern’ country.

Though their loved ones have escaped harm so far,’
the Roubanis fear their relatives will fall victim to
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the viclence that has left at Jeast 150 Baha'is dead in
Iran since the Ayatollah Khomeini’s regime came to
power in 1979.

““The Tranians say they want to eliminate all Ba-
ha'is,” Mrs. i said. “They’re killing people
because of their beliefs. In that sense, I feel it's a
genocide.” :

Mrs. Rouhani said letters from her Iranian rela-
tives—an aunt, uncles and grandmothers—have con-
tained no information on the persecutions, because
her loved ones are afraid similar things will happen |
to them if they talk about the situation.

] think all the correspondence is read” by Iranian
authorities, Mrs, Rouhani said. “What my husband
and 1 know about the situation is what we see on
television and what we read in the newspapers.”

In the past two months alone, according ‘to news
reports, at least 17 Baha'is have been murdered in
Iran. On June 18, for instance, 10 women were
hanged after hours of questioning, threats and assur-
ances ‘that they could save their lives if they would
renounce their faith. -
Two days before the women died, six Baha'i men,
ranging in age from 23 to 60, also were hanged. On
June 24, another young man was executed.

“They're beginning to kill groups of Baha'is with-_
out any frial or levying any charges,” said Linda [

Brown of the .Clearwater Baha'i community. '
“There's not even a pretense at a trial. k.

“The families don’t find out about the deaths until
afterward. The Baha'is aren’t given the rights the | : 3
rest of Islam has. In the islamic religion, burial is y "Sun an by JACK FUREY
‘very important. After they execute these Baha'is, ¥ .
they throw them in & mass grave. Even after death
they do as much as they can to degrade.”

[Since the Ayatpllah Khomeini (above) has beenin power in Iran, at

o Sddition fo being. murdered, Baha'is in Iran (iasct)s‘lso Baiéa;‘s lthere have Adlefj because of their beliefs. Yet, Baha'is
(who.number about 350,000) are being imprisoned, i thf? symbol is .shown in inset) throughout the world remain
denie: lieir pensions, ousted from schools and jobs aithful to the teachings of a prophet who coming was foretold by
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they do as much as they can to degrade.”

In addition to being murdered, Baha'is in Iran
(who . number about 350,000) are being imprisoned,
denie? ineir pensions, ousted from schools and jobs

Since the Ayatoliah Khomeini (above) has been in power in Iran, at
least 150 Baha'is there have died because of their beliefs. Yet, Bahalis
(whose symbol is shown in inset) throughout the world remain
faithful to the teachings of a prophet who coming was foretold by
the Bab. The Shrine of the Bab (left) is part of the Bahal World
Center in Haifa, Israel. .

e
d children, from the northern village of ing,” Mrs. Allen said. “People have to know what's = Several gov t luding. the United States, promised that God would send a prophet made in the
;ﬂre‘:&;n confined three days and denied food and going on. When that was happening to the Jews, we Cax;ada. West Germany, Great Britain, Al dia, image of Buddba, Mohammed and Christ.
water unless they converted to Islam. didn’t know about it until it was over. This cannot s_thuﬂand .and Luxem , and the United Na- _Bahl’is say that prophet is Baha-rllah, an early
Unyielding, they Gventually were released, at- happen again.” i tions Commission on Human ‘Rights have protested  disciple of the Bab and founder of their faith.
tacked by mobs, driven from their homes i forced  This afternoon, Baha'is and other concerned per-  the persecutions. I “The Bab's teachings, which spread throughout Per-
to hide in a forest bordering their village. . sons who want to “stand up and be coun may Mrs. Brown re(;'a).\cd an outbreak of mob violence sis, provoked opposition by Moslem clergy and the
«All these victims are innocent people who have amdamemonalsa’viceforgham ed Jranian against the Baha'is in the 1950s that was quelled by government. Consequently, the Bab and more than
commmednou-ime,"smdMaryAﬂenawhﬁcme Bm'is_m,xmwnsﬂd.Serwees.S‘pommdbythe mel_Sha.huthnafta telegrams were sent by Ba- mmdhmfouwmwmkined. o
mation representative for the Clearwater. Baha'i Baha'is of Largo, will be held at § p.m. at the Largo hais from throughout the world. Among those who died was Mrs. Rouhani's great- -
community. “We just can't sit back and Jet. this Community Center, 65 Fourth St. N.W. i “The shah realized the B'aha'x faith had spread great aunt, who was burned at the stake.
happen.” Local Baha'is believe that ﬁ‘mm people voice way beynx}d Iran anrl“wasn_t just a local problem — Mrs. Rouhani, who moved-to America 18 years ago :
Baha'is don’t know what action to take that will their outrage against the situation in Iraa, the Kho- anymore, she said. “‘Public pressure led him to after a decade in Iran, has firsthand knowledge of -
stop the persecutions, Mrs. Brown said. But she and meini regime could be sv_layed by the criticism. stop the physical danger.” ) e discrimation of Baha'is in her native land. v
others of the faithful think letter-writing campaigns «Although Iran says it doesn't care about the Baba'is living in the birthplace of their faith have * “In school, the teack “od students picked on
to elected representatives will help. . views of the American people, it still bas an effect,” been under threat of peril since 1844, when a young you,” she said. Mrs. Rouhani remembers baving the .
“It's making the masses aware of what's happen- Mrs. Rouhani said. Pmn merchant who became known as the Bab . (Please see *_IRAN, next page)
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B feone 2 A _an courts have labeled the Baha'is as

duced from-a -“98” to a ‘50"’ because
she began the essay with a quote from
Baha'i writings.

“We couldn’t publicly talk about the
faith because we were afraid for peo-
ple to know we were Baha’i,” she said.
“The Baha’is were not. looked on ‘kind-
.

The reason, accordmg to a Baha'i
publication, is that fundamentalist
Moslems in Iran regard the Baha'i
faith as a threat to Islam, which they

bnal ehgxon for all

people.- .
"“The Bahals aré 'denounced as
‘héretics” and as ‘renegades’ from Is-

_ lam because the founders of their reli-

gion in the"last century were, for the
most part, Persian Muslims (or Mos-
lems),. . and -:because their . proph-
t...had the misfortune. to- be:born
after- Mohammed, who is considered
(by Moslems) .to be the last messenger
of God.” That statement was reprinted
from the French daily, Le Monde, in a
Baha'i pamphlet. -~ . - .00 2

In prsent-day execuuons, the Irani-

Amierican spies, -agents of Zionism,
collaborators with imperialism, ene-
mies of Iran, moral degenerates and,
in the case of women, prostitutes.

The last accusation, American Ba-

ha’i officials say, stems from-the Ba-

ha’i belief in the equality of the Sexes,
which Islam rejects and which ‘the
Khomeini regune consxders to be de-
praved.

All of the Iramans charges agamst
the ‘Baha’is—peace-loving people who
advocate obediénceé to government and
non-involvement in politics—can be re-
futed, Mrs. Brown said.

Though saddened by the plight of her

Baha'i brethren P Iran, Mrs. Brown
predicts that ' a 'positive future will
emerge from' today’s darkness.

“As pamful as it is for ‘Baha'is to
live through’ this period, it “‘can only
help the faith in the long run because
that’s what it’s done in the past,” she.

said. “It's the persecutions that have

actually pushed through the fﬂlth »”
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