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Police in frontier
clash with
Iranian Kurds

From UPL in Tchran

Armed Kurds foupght
national polite—mmils oar the
West Iranian frontier lown of
Serow Fosrerday as the Govern-
ment, in an alltempt {o end
five months of Kurdish unrest,
named 2 new GOVErMT-General
who is a native of the arca.

Press reporis from  Serow
said 1he clashes had begun on
Wednesday when the national
police tricd 1o move reinforce-
ments into the arca. Ivan's 800
miles pf fronlier have heen the
scene  of  sporadic  violence
since the February revolulion.

It was not immediately clear
if the Kurds fighting 1the
national =—poHre in  Serow
helonged to the movement
which secks Kurdish aulonomy.
The State radtogestribed them
as "' eounter-revolutionaries.”

The  Ettelaat  newspaper,
quoting offivials,  sai a
national police official had
been wounded and several
Kurds killed and wounded 1n
mrearty 20 hours of fighting.

Kurdish sources in Tehran
samtite—death 1ell was much
higher but could not give any
detals,

Liz  Thurgood wadds: The
Iranizm Cabinet held a special
soseror veslerday {o consider
what were believed 1o have
been eriticul decisions {aken on
Wednesday al talks in Qom
with Ayatollah Khomeini, the
de facin Head of Siate,

The Qom meeling came amid
nress reporls of a sweeping
Cabinet reshuffle. Little
emerged, lhough, except an
announcement that the coniro-
versial chief of military police,
General Azizollah  Amur

archive.guardian.co.uk/.../getFiles.asp?...

Rahimi, had finally been dis-
missed,

The Interior Minister, Mr
Sadeq Tabatabai, confirmed
General  Rahimi's  dismissal
after a tussle between the Gov-

ernment  amd  the religlous
leadership.,

The General, who had been
dismissed 10 days ago by the
Defence  Minister, Mr Tagha
Riahi, and promptly reinstated
by the ayvatollgh, had proved ip
be a highly embarrassing thorn
i the side of an already weak-
ened Government.

According to a report yester-
day in Bamdad, one of Teh-
ran's more rehable dailies, a
Cabinet reshuffie was expecled
within a week. Contrary to
widespread rumour, the Prime
Minister was mot expeclted 1o
leave his post, the newspaper
said.

Meanwhile, in 1he south-
western port of Khorramshahr,
an Arab ultimatum, threaten-
ing new violence if their spiri-
tual leader was mnol released,
cxpired peacefully al 9 am.
veslerday, The elderly Shi'a
leader of Iran’s eslimated two
million ArapsAyatollah Khag-
hani wias reported 1o have
arrived in Qom where he was
expecied {fo meel Ayatollah
Khomeini to discuss the recent
politieal uplieavals and Arab
demands for autionomv. Farlier
his supporiers had feared he
had been kidnapped.

Flarlvy vesierday in the narth-
western town of Khoy, five
former officials of the Shal's
regime were executed, as was
the foermer police chief in Qaz-
vin, west of Tehran.
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