Prospect of rebel alliance threatens Khomeini regime

Watson, Douglas
The Suy (1837:1983); Dec - ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Balti Sun. The (1837-1986
pg. ARJOC Klum er. ?(I%e)’d)’f%l pap more Sun, The ( )

Prospect of rebel alliance threatens Khomeini regime

By DOUGLAS WATION

arty yesterday b Sup- -
port for the Jocal rebellion thai his oc::
carred in the Azerbaijan region adjacent
toKurdistas, = = - o ¢
“The Knndish Democratic Party sup-
ports the legitimate demands of the pec-
ple of Azerhaijan concerning the elimina-
tion of national injustice . . . and thelr de-
mands for autonamy,” it was announced,
TS e
poss{ a t ~beiween
the 12 n:ﬁuon Azerbaijant Torks, most of
whom live fn the northwestern corner of
Iran, and ‘the 335 million Iranian Kurds
who live in the mountains south of them—
against Ayatollah Rubollah Khomeini's
Persian-dominated inTehran.
‘The Shis Maslim Jeaders of revolu-
tionary Iran also face the threat of rebel-
fiopa from three ather ethnle groops living
in ‘different corners of the country, who
feel that the Islamic regime has not ended
the discrimination they have long felt
from be Persians of central iran. The
theee groups are the {wo million Arabs in
southweatern Iran's oll-rich Khuzestan
district tear the Persian Golf, the balf-
million Balnehls in southeastern Iran nesr
Pakistan and the half-milfion Torkomans
who live in northeastern Iran next to the
Saviet Union, ;
Yogether, the Azerbaljani Turks, the
. Kurds, the Arabs, the Baluchis and the
Turkomans {otal more than 13 million and
_ consiitute a slight majority of the nation’s
popalation, the Persiany numbering about
17 millien. <
Ayatollsh Khomeini's anii-Amerlcan
campaign represents to & considerable ex-
tent an attempt by he revoluticuaries to
inepire national unity o a country that is
indaoger of apart at all corners,
The Azerbatjani Turks and the Kurds
are demanding constitutional guarantees
of autonomy that would give them much
" roore local authority and would weaken
{he ceniral government’s control over
them. Ayatollah Khomeint does not want
to sarrender such control any more than
the shah did, He may have to, however,
_ inagmuch as the alternative, if the Azer-
baijanis and Kurds stand firm, probably
would be only an unsuccessful attempt to
crush the rebels by force.
Ayatollah Khomein| attempted such 2
suppression earlier this year in Kurdistan,
ng Iran's army into the mountains in
pursuit of the Kurdish guerrillas, But the
army ed down and was harried

soon bogg
ted ambushes, The Kurdish Dem-
ocratic Party currently is in effective con-
trol of the reglon, which is about the size
of Desmark. - ,
“- Under a ceasefire that the Iranlan
ment and the Kurdish rebels
reed {0 in mid-November, revolutionary
guards in Mahabad, the capital of Kurdi-
stan; are withdrawing, while regular army -
troops are confined to thelr barracks,
27 Pictures of Ayatoliah Khomeini are
displaved . publicly in Kurdistan as they

_ and our relations will improve,” the Kurd-

- Azerbaijan to play a central role in the up-

‘close and denouncing the balloting as a

are in central Iran. L dispiay insteaq are
photos of Kurdish guerrillas as they died
earlier this year before an army firing

squad, e
. The Kurds baycotted list week's refer-

“endum on the Isfamie Constifution, which

gives Ayatollab Khomeint near-dictatorial

. powers while failing to grant the Rurds

the autooomy they had been promised by
the revolutionary regime. Unable to force
central government conirol aver {he

Kurds, Ayatollah Khomeint last moath

had to concede them the principle of ay-
tonomy, a matter pow {o be negotiated by
a commission appointed bytheamah

After ousting the shah last ary,
Iran’s revolutionary leaders a
sympathetic heaving for the Kurds' avton-
amy pleas, But as early as March, fighting
had broken out between the Kurds, who
are Sunai Muslims, and government
l;mm that were predomtnantly Shis Mus.
ltms.

Sheikh Ezzeddin Hustalal, the spiri{ual
leader of the Iranlap Kurds, said last
week: “Ayatollah Khomelni's role in the
revalution can be divided into iwo parts,
The first was as a leader of the people
against the shah, Here, we agreed with
him. But afler he seized power, he com.
mitted many mistakes. He ordered an at-
tack on Kordistan, banned political par-
ties and tther groups, and he took away
the freedom of the press. He changed the
Assembly of the People Inta an assembly
of experts, ‘

“Of course, if Ayatoltak Khomeind ac-
cepts autonomy for the Kurds as be has:
promised, we will be much closer to him |

ish leader said,

The revolutionary regime has also sent
& commitiee to Azerbaljan, where local
forces continte to hold {he television sta-
tion and other public buildings in Tabriz,
{be capital of the province. The city i in.
tently waiting to see whether it will be.
come the focus of a civil war, or whether
&1 agreement with Ayatollah Khomelni on
demands for autonomy and individual
rights can be achieved.

Ayatollah Mohammad Kazem Shariat-
Madar), Iran's second most infiuential
Shia Musiim clergyman and the leader of
the Azerbaijani Turks, yesterday asked
the people of Tabriz nol to demonstrate
agalnst the government. However, he did
not tell them to surrender control of the
city to the former authoritjes.

Hassan Narih, who {his {all was dis-
missed ag Iran's oil minister, has gone to

rising. Rahmatols Mghadan, Azerbaljan's

representative to the Iranian assembly of

experts which drafted the Constitution,

fled from bis home in Tehran. yesterday
before police ransacked it and arrested

five of hig gssistants.

The half-million Baluchis, like the
Kurds, largely beycotted the referendum
on the Constitulion, even forcing polls to

fraud, Whatever success the Kupds and
Azerbaijanis have in achieving autonomy

will inspire the Baluchis 1o demand the
same,
po:‘i:ﬂtty hnp:l‘aﬁou for Jran is the distinct
8 weakened ceniral govern.
meni, whether ihrough autosomy &
ments or &3 & result of severa! simuliane
ous rebellions in different corners of the
country.

These developments may alsa have fat-
reaching implications for the entire re-
glos, For if the Kurds, afler decades of m-
successful strugele, at last win genuine
autonomy in Iran, their Kurdish brothers
in Iraq, Torkey, Syris and the Soviet

Unon may well be stirred to similar ac

tivism.

Iran’s revolutionary leaders blame the
United States for much of the trouble thes
are having with the country's minority
groups, though they supply no evidence ¢
suppoct the accusation. Typical of such ac-
cusations is thé charge in the Jslamic Re-
public newspaper that “Carter’s adminis.
tratlon and the American ge ser-
vices have devoled all their attention to .,
» destroying the {Irantan) revolution from
within. . . . That is pot possible except
through local conspiracies.”
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