.

S EXECUTIONS of followers of the Baha1
faith . in Iran (where the persecuted are .
described as.“agents of Zionism"”) mount, we
are reminded again that men seldom do evil so
completely as when they do it from rehglous
ConVICtlonS

eln recent days; 17 Bahars have been muré_-
dered by ‘the government - of the Ayatollah”
Khomeini. -On " .a’"single day, six men were
exécuted by. hanging; on. another, 10 women,
rangmg in age from 18 to 54, were put to death'
by Iraman authorities. .

- "I‘helr crime was adherence toa creed that: o
,shuns violence, ‘teaches spirtual * unm and af-
-firms the equality of nien and women — which™ ¥ "5y

is heresy to the Moslem clergy-dommated gov-
ernment of Iran L

"The Bahar rehgnon whlch evolved from A_

Isl4fh i the mid-19th century, is the only sect
bereft-of constitutional protection in predomi-

;"namly

Bahais-have been martyred Thousands of oth-ﬂ;
ers:have been deprwed of their basic human.'
nghts and: forced into* hldmg Property has
been - ‘confiscated® antl {graves’desecrated|in’
aign sanctioned by the'T
ehmmate followers of th

rgovernment ‘to, spare the. lives of . mipr
oned, Bahais: — a.plea meant to-invite world -

_'attentn)n o the phght of the persecuted sect m G
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