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Summary

The precert report, sdbenitted in accordarce with Ceneral fecembly resohmtion
62168, ic mdended to reflect the broader pattemns and trend:s @ the boman rghts
simation i the Islamic Fepmblic of Iran on the bacic of that comdry s ivdemat iornal
treaty oblizatiorns and the observations made by eaty mohitoring bodies and the
special procedures of the Honan Fights Coancil, While the meport fooases especially
of the concerns iderdified i the resobition, i also mchides & section on econornic,
social and cubaral rights o order to present 4 pichmwe of the entire spectnuom of ¢ il
culhiral, econcenic , political and social righte mothe Iklowic Bepuablic of Farn.

The report conesicts of an overviewr of the legal ad metintional framearork
the Izlatnic Eepublic of Fang highlishts of posiimre dewe loprmerds as well ac
protection gaps muthe ares of economhic , social and culbmwal rights ; thematic isoies
the ares of covil and political rights iderd ified i the Creneral fecermbly ecobition, m
particular concems raized by the Dfernational honsn rights mechandans: an
overviea of the cominye s cooperation with the Office of the Thited Hatiore High
Comnicciorer for Human Fighte and ivdemational booman rights mechanione,
e hading o the ateas of fweaty ratification and reporting and mteractions with the
special procedure s, hehding m-cordry miccions; and conchicions and steps that
may be talien by the Fandan sathorities.
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* The precent Teport was aibm ited after fhe deadlive ac a reaalt of conaitiantione with the Blember
Ctate.
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I1.

Introduction

1.  The presert meport is subanitted o accordance owith General Hscemblbye
Tecobdion 620168, Iowhich the Seccembly requested the Secretary- General to aibhinit
to it at ite siwhe-third session i comhprehencine report om the shbastion of Fomman
Tights i the Islanic Eepublic of Ira.

2. The report is mterded to reflect the broader patterre and trends @ the boman
Tights siation in the Izlamic Eepublic of Fan, based on demational tfreatye
ob ligations, and mchades observations made by tresdyy monitormg bodies and the
special procedires of the Honan Fighte Coancil.! While the concerns iderdified m
the resohtion are Zien cpecial focus, the report also mchudes a cection on
eCOnOmic , social and milbwal righte m order to precserd a picbme of the ertire
cpectnmn of ciril, culbaral, ecorooemic, political and cocial righte oo the Islarmic
Fepublic of Iran.

Legal and institutional framework of the Islamic Republic
of Iran relevant to the promotion and protection of
human rights

Legal framework

3. The 1979 Constibrtion of the Islamnic Fepablic of Fan guarartes s a wide range
of Iouman rights and fmdanental freedoms, Howrever, n practice there are a ronwmber
of sericnas impediments to the full protection of hoonan rights and the ndependent
firctioning of the differert Tetibtions of the State.

4 The Imaniasn Constibation cohtaihe a comprehensive chapter onh rights of the
people encornpassing ciril and political rights as wrell 4 ecohonic, social and
culhiral rights: non-discrimination (art. 1979, equalifey before the laar (art. 200,
womhehs Tighte (art. 210, the right to hoonan digniby (art. 220, freedom of belisf
[art. 23), feedom of the press (art. 24, secrecy of ©orpemimic atiow (art. 257, freedom
of ascociation (art. 267, freedon of ascembly Cart. 277, the right to work (et 287,
vrelare rights (art. 297, the right to education (art. 300, the right to housing (art. 217,
ath irary amest (att. 327, the fght to residence (art. 330, the right to recoirse to the
conarts (art. 347, the right to coaneel (att. 357, sextenc g in accordate e writh the loar
(art. 307, the preamnption of mmocence (at. 370, the prohibition of tortare (art. 387,
the rights of amested persons (art. 39, limitation of rights baced on public derect
(art. 407, the right to citizerchip (art. 417 and nabralimation (art. 427,

5 ko oan effort to faciliftate padicial erdorcemerd of the fmdamental rights
erchrined i the Constibtion, the Goverranerd has developed complemerdary
legiclation on “ciimens® rights™ aimed at providing the coarts wih a3 nesr
erforceent tool, The bill was passed by Parliamhert and approwed by the Gaardian
Conmcil on 4 Dlayr 2005, On 22 hlay 2008, it was publiched mthe Official Gazette
and giver lezal effect.

It dhonaldbe roted that come cxchiding obeerratiore, o etarce trrthe Hma Bighte Conmites i

1995 are yoear dated ooadnztothe lang delar periodic repat iz brrthe Ilamic Bepablic of o,
akbenggh the cawems ckedher mrem atimalid



f. The Pernal Code and the Code of Penal Procedure prowride wations procedral
arardess abmed 4 ervaring due process of Lo and far sl rights. For metance,
article 190 of the Code of Penal Procedure requires that defence lavarprers be given
full access to prosecition doomnerts ahd time to rewviewr then. However, sorme
prowriciors fall short of mternational bonhan rghte stavdards, For detance, article 33
of the Code of Crimimal Procediure allows for a saspect to be detamed withoat
charge for one morith, which may then be Tereaed.

7. Rowac meported that a rewiced Penal Code drafted o Jarmanye 2008 wras being
debated i Parlistnert at the tine of preparation of the presert report. The rewised
Peral Code, if adopted, cortaine sorhe provicions that wonld be mcompatible arith
mternational hopnan rghte standards |, fchiding an atticle on apostasye that would
make the death penaltyy mandatory for cormrersion from Izlam to other religione .

Insttutional framework

2. While the Cornctibiion prowides for a separation of powarers bebsesh the
execdtivre, legiclatimre and padicial frmctions, there are a romnber of metibmional
cotstrainte o thelr mdep enderd Hirmctioning and abilitye to prote it loonan rights

Q. Decpite the separation of poarers prowided for o article 57 of the Constibrion,
the Supreme Leader, ommenthr Spratollah 81 Ehanenel, ampervices the exeotive,
legzic latinre atd padicial bravwches and other key hoetibaions (ESCH 420060610044 .3,
para. 127 This i meiforced by the oestein of adwicory o ils provided for o the
Constibatiozn. The Guardisn Coancil is commposed of sixthe ologiane appo ivte d by the
Supremne Leader and cix parists nominated by the pdiciaty. R has the poarer to weto
the bills pasced by Parliasment #f i wiews thermh ac beihg heonsisterd writh the
Constibation and sharia lowr, The Expedisncy Coancil semres i aadeds oy body for
the Supreme Leader with anubinate adpidic ating povwrer i dispuates ogrer legiclation
bebaeer Parlimment and the Guardian Comcil, The Sesembly of Experts,
Comnpric g clerics elected thooagh a zereral election, hac the poarer to appo it and
Terrowe the Supremme Leader.

10, The Supreme Leader appoirds the head of the judician who i tom appoimnts
the head of the Sapreme Coart and the Chief Public Prosecator. The Fardan padicial
cpstem has three tiers: regular civil and oininal colmts are oversesn by conmts of
appeal that are I b ame apervised by the Supreme Comrt. There ame specialized
conrts at differsnt lewels cuch as the adminictrative conrt, fan il comts and uvenile
courts. There are also cpecial public and rewobtiohary courts that Ty certain
categories of offerces, huhding crime: agamst national seomite and narcotics
anuggling. Deciciohe rendered I mevobdiohary corts can be appealed | except for
sertences of less than three morth:’ dnprisorenent and fies under 500,000 rials,
Special comarts handle cases Bwolring military persontel and the clergy The
Whoking Group on Athimary Deterdion, doimg e wisit o 2003, raiced concems
ahongt the fnpact of sach comts om the principle of equalite before the law. The
Whorking Group called for the r functions to be wansterred to the ordmary corts.

11.  The Working Growp also noted that the sbolition of prosectors bebaeern 1995
ard 2002 wras one of the mam reasons for the malhmctionig of the pstice sestem
(ECH 4200458442 and Cormr.1). Prosecutors were Temhiroduced to the sestem in
2002; howewer they remam fHimctionally part of the pudicisty mder the saperwicion
of the head of the pdicianye and do not exercise o fally mdependert role.
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12, A fmther metibtiohal problen noted o section I%W be loar ic the exdorcemert of
ditective s iecved by the head of the pdiciany, for hstance the prohdb ition on stoning
atd pablic ezeoations. andan judicial sghoritie s o orrme d the Office of the Thited
Hatione High Corvmiccioner for Haman Bighte (OHCHE) that thece ciroilars are
mterded as mterim meanmes urtil the passaze of rew lows, They also formmed
OHCHE that thers ate xwoowr “sapervricory bodie 5™ at the lower levrels of the padiciaty,
particulatly o the megions, to enoure greater coheistency o the application of sach
Tales.

13,  There are seweral other mstibmtional me chanian s that prowide opporbindties for
citizens to seel redrecc. Orticle 174 of the Constibition prowides for a Hational
Creneral Fspectorate wmder the amperricion of the head of the pdiciary that
supervices the proper corvdact of affairs and the comect omplemmentation of loas by
the adminictrative organs of the Goveminerd. The Eispectorate reportedby handles
mdividual ©oenp laits and is sommewhat aliin to an ombadanan systemn, Tader artic le
Q0 of the Constition, the Parlistwert can aleo examine ahd ireeectigate writden
comp laits by the public agamst e 0w work and the wors of the exeozme and
judicial bravches, B oaddition, there are guaci-judicial metiions, mclading
athiiration and dispaate cettlanent come ils  which settle largze wobnhes of caces of a
non-padicial or less complicated nabme and crease the public s partic ipation i and
cottribagtion to the proceeding: . hloreogrer  the Ielamic Human Bights Cotehiccion,
ectabliched i 1994, is 4 consubatire body composed of represerdatires of the
Crovrerratent and the pdiciaye that monitors the lonman rights sioation in the
cordry. It has ot been recogiized by the Eternational Coordmating Comonites of
MHatiohal Honan Fights Instibttions as complyeing with the Principles e lating to the
statis of national metibitions for the promotion and protection of oohan righte (the
Paric Primciples). In addition, the Iklowic Eepublic of Fan has establiched a koamman
rights headqaarters to facilibate Ddernational cooperation and to coordiate
Cromrerramverd bodie s i honman right c-re lated matters.

Economic, social and cultural rights

14 . The Islamic Eepublic of Iran has made gamme ovrer the pact decade of more
the ares of ecorcenic, social and mlbmral rights, abheagh significart disparities
Temain bebaesn rban cerdres and lesc-developed regions. Sice the 1279
revobation, the Cotenonent has paraaed socio-ecopomic policies centred on Islarmic
vabies , which focoas wvery mmch on the redismiation of wealth and poterty
reduction.

15, While the Iz latnic Fepuablic of Iran ic a pathy to the International Cogrenant oh
Economic, Social and Cultaral Rights, it has not meported to the Comanittes on
Economic, Social and Culbwal Fights sice 1993, The Coranites raiced concems
ahogt the treabment of mmerinyy groaps, discrim mation bebareen men and women,
atd lezislation arved policies on cultaral freedom (BEAC. 11993 50,

16, Bccordimg to the Tnited Hatioms Developmment Programoene Honan
Drewelopenent Feport for 200722008, the honan deve loprnerd dez of the Islarmic
Eepublic of Fan rose from 0649 o 1991 to 0759 o 2005, This largely reflected
Mcreaces I pel capita e othe and the allocation of a latge proportion of the puablic
tudzet to social activties. B rewviewr of the cominy s perfonmance i mesting the
Mhillemnbon Developmert Croals foumd that the percerdage of the population living
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orfr less tharn Bl & day had decreased from 0.9 per cent in 1999 to 0.2 per cert in
2005; the percertage lmring on less than B2 a day had aleo declined, from 7.3 per
cert T 1999 to 3.1 per cent i 2005, Those trends hawe reportedly slowred during
Tecert yeaTs owring to high flation and mooeaces I Cohomher prices, bat those
factors hawe been offset to soeme degree by State ampport. The proportion of
i derae ight children decreased fromm 158 per cerd i 1991 to 5 per cent in 2004 .

17. The IElamic Eepublic of Iran hac aleo chown greathy inprowved resabc i the
education sector, while challenges fwchide a1 significant rice i the school-age
popalation atd the Tadegquate provision of facilities onwal aweas. Het exrobnent
Frimary education steadiby mwreaced, froom 85 per cerd i 1990 to 98 per cert o
2005, T the carme period, primary school dropoat rates decreased fTom 13 per cent
to G5 per cent. LiteTacy rates athong 15 to 2M-ear-old men and saromen also
maeaced amd progrescirely equalized, ricing foon 922 and 211 per cemt
Tespectirely i 1990 to 98,1 and 96,7 per cerd i 2005,

12, Those demographics make employmment an Dnportard challenge for the
Cromrerromerdt |, with an ahrmal demnawnd for abod 200000 jobs among the oarnger
Zeneration. Uhenploymert anong wotten i ecpecially aoate and , with mooeased
female mninrersity ercobnent, rose from 26 .8 per cerd o 1996 to 4005 per cert i
2001,

19, In the field of health, the exparcion of healh facilities, particularhe for
primary health care, has led to sigwificant Snprowermert o e expectarncy, which
Tose fropm 648 years for menh and 658 jyears for women o 1991 to 705 and
T2 .8 years Tecpectivre by i 2004 . The under-5 mortalitye rate aleo deaeased, from 44
per 1000 birthe i 1991 to 36 per 1,000 birthe o 2001, Dlatermal morta lite due to
comnp lications @ deliwrery wac alco redaced , from 54 to 37 per 100000 live births
during the sarme period. The proportion of birthe attended by skilled health
persorte ]l Tereased to abowt 97 5 per cert.

20, These positivre achiewerments ave offeet, howeter, by regiohal dicparitie < writhin
the comtry. In tenns of the opnan developrnert fdex, there is 4 gap of more than
dpercentage points bebareen the most and least developed provinees . Thic appears to
be driven priwarily by mocome disparities due to a4 ladk of  employrmnent
opporbmuitie s, which i tim are copdribadting to Bternal migration from the noral
areas to the cities. Dicparities are alco recorded alomg gender lines, and these are
atabrced Iormore detail o cection IVE. Disazzregated data warere not atailable on
minoriy  growps, alhongh  discrinination was reported  agammst the Baha'i
comrpnimity; the Comnites on Ecomoemic, Social and Culbmal Rights, the
Irtermational Labour Organimstion (IL 0) Comenites of Experts on the Application
of Copverdions and Eecorsnendatione and the special procedires mandate-holders
havre previoushr expressed coneern i this rezard.

Civil and political rights

21, The pastyesr hae ceenboth positime arod ne gativre dewe loprmerds @ the area of
ciril and political righte. Local hmmman rights activdcts hare contiroied to engage
srong adwocacy on kouman rights isoaes, huoeasing public awarehess and
mtfhiehcmg the decision-making process in warions State moestibitions sach as the
Parligment. Dnwing past years, 2 public platfonn wae created for debates on koarman
Tights icges @ the Islanic Bepablic of Fan, ;mehding o the corxdest of gZereral
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elections. fe described i the relevwrart cectione of the present report, the Iranian
athorities hawe aleo talen positive steps that ouzged recpohcieness to local and
mtermational cone erne on such ismaes as the death penalye for prreniles | stondng and
public exemtions ,althoagh thece hawe notbeen fully addresced. Whereas steps arere
takern o Parlisment to meview legiclatmee provisions that discraniate against
wortheh, there ic otill woiwch roon for Tnproveaneat in thic atea.

22, Somme negative trehds hawe alco been reported, e hding an itecmease i rights
violations targeting wotheh, universiy sbadents teachers arorkers and other actirist
groaps. Ongoig hatasanent agabet homwan rights defenders, mehdmg women’s
Tights actiwricts, has been reported.® The mdeperidert rmedia hawe also experienced
tightered restrictions, with rornerons publications saspended. While baro Fandan-
Ammerican dual nationals detaimed i 2007 hawve been released on bail, there sarere
firther high-profile amests of members of the Baha'i comsromity. The Iranisn
wnthorities state that those cases relate to espionage ared natioral seoirity con ems.

23, The death penalty cortirmied to be widelr applied, dwehiding o some cazses
mvolring paweniles. There were at leact corme caces of stoning and public eze ootion,
despite moves by the mthorities to oorb ouch practices, Cages of amputation and
flogzing and oaspicions deathe and micides of priconers while i cuastody were also
Teported. The miformation available on each of the thematic concerns identified m
Creheral Secemnb by meso hation 620168 is sumanarized i the folowrig s ectionhs.

A. Torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or

punishment, including flogging and ampuiations

24 Be noted abovre , article 38 of the Constibdion prohibite torbare , hoarever, the
Penal Code does not cordair a clear defmition of torbme as 4 specific criminal
offerice . E wwrac reported that the Cormrention agamet Torbme and Other Crael,
Irbmamhan or Degrading Treatment or Pundcshoimert vwras submmitte d and approved by the
sith Parlistnerd on 15 Decernber 2002, honarewer it vwras rejected by the Craardian
Conmcil, eporte Al be canse of percemred cord licts with Ielamnic rales and privciples.

2 Arcomizto s localnm-gorerm enial argmimtion kdber Shick Ebadi, a Hobel Peace Prize lameate,

I 2007 e wrere 138 hfom al “Yeguedss " for terr e of ciimnebortte cenmbriace o brrite
Jadic errarihort amect Ramarts, 297 amests and 1353 trial cases iofhe coxt that reaaked koA bra
rommber o peral merdicts, Fuhading 82 caces of mpriorment o Tighte actirkte, o wher,
shaderts ard teachers, The Famem safborkie: dispabe s rombers,



25, The Special Fapportenr onh torbme ahd other cpiel, mdmmman or degrading
tresbment or punichinert has cert a large romnber of Comomnmic ations to the Iraian
wthorities ¢oncernihg serioas alle gations of tortbare . In 2007 alore  he sent 24 jomt
compnimicatiozs and one wrgert appeal? The Fandan aathorities dended the
alle zatioris of torbare oo most of these cages and responded that fair trials had been
corudacte d writh comreremate sexternces issied.

6. Swpertation and corporal punichenert, althoagh ostified by the odthorities as
Islumic punichimerts, Temaih a cerions cance for corcern.? When the last periodic
report of the Islammic Fepablic of Fanomoder the Btemational Covenart on Cwdl and
Political Bighte warac considered i 1993 the Hohan Rights Comhittee conchided
that the application of exrerme b cevere pamdckenent, such as flogang, stondng and
amnpatatiom, was oot compatible with the prowicions of article 7 of the Eternational
Covenart orn Civil and Political Fights | to which the Islamic Eepublic of Iran ic a
party. In its conchding obeerwations @ 2005, the Comhittes on the Fights of the
Child expresced itc deep rezret that:

<. Mhder exdeting lavws | persors beloar the age of 18 who hawe comsmited a
critne car be aibjected to corporal pumickinert and serderced to wrariois types
of torbare or other crael, Hkoohah or degrading treatmernt o putichimert, sach
ar amptation, flogging or stohihg, which are sestermatically nposed by
udicial suthorities ... (CECCS84d 254 para. 45].

A7, An Fandan hewrs agehey Teported that the hands of foor people had been oat off
i the ciy of Machad, In addition, on 10 Janmary 2007, the carhe news agency
quoted the chief of the judicianye oo the westarn cify of Kennarchah as cayig that
soor there wold be a rovmber of lowb ampaatstions i public T cobmection with
Tobberies m the prowmce. Fartheonore, i was meported that those acoazed of
homos exnaal acts were rondtimelr flozzed and threatene d with @ 2oe cation.

28, The Working Group on Sthirary Detention, doihg s wist from 15 to
27 Febmary 2003, noted the widespread nse of solitany confinanent and
“Icommomicade™ Inprisonthent for its owm salie, not for twaditional dis cip linanye

1 B ivetarce, a2 Soymet D007, fhe Specin] Bppodter eopresced coean ara the allgtiores fat a
datakes s leld g cellmeanmre 1gaae metw, s beater, adamsbaebrfed He
was akorepeatedbr me bk bandk o aroom £illed with semmze ad eomam ent and farcedtokesp
his bead 1fted i adar to aroid dwasdg, O 3 Apodl 2007, e Spedal Bappatar serit avuofer
canmkation Tegrdigtime merato bad alkzedbr cafesed nde torbre toaromber of aimes
thathadtaberplace i Band 2006, Beparts clam edthat the detaiwes had been rarded with a redhot
imt, abijected to brdeen baves o ther bank ard feet and torbredberan electric dll ppledtotheir
limbe . Buarother case misedbeyrthe Specil Bapporter or ]l e 2007, an adoocate of Jkgmstc and
socil ridits for Trdare of Amerbafjard dlvicibrom fhe Ehoryregian & alkgedtobare eantabred,
Tea1kig k extersime hori ke anhis torso and broketribe . The prisaver ¥ mothar was pfomed ke bad
ety egented ard was kumuctedto collect fhe bodyrat the prican. Than ariral, dhe aas ofom ed he
bund vt et bt engeited, bt dhe wme derded wcitwtion righte .

4 B iz reported that daring a ratiamnide aackdoat on “mm ora] bebar ionrs™ @ oy 2007, police
Thided a private party o B aban, arresting 87 persones, chdivg 4 women and at kas 8 peoplk
whom ey ac oased o e g the clothangg of the opposte s, Eames reported that police
strpped marey of them to the Araid i the soeet ad beat them witil fhedr backs or faces prere
blhoodr, Tarrdr-f o of those arrested were tried for “faciliatig mm orality and se:nal
miscavht”, asaellas posse coim and ¢ aeamption of akedhol B hoe 2007 2 coxt 0 Befaban
fonmd all of them gty of mrions combiatione of thoee chatge s, Bilost nere cerdere ed togp to
80 ladhes avd fes of W millioyto 50 millicarimls (F1000-55,000). The merdicts are 1mder
appeal and hame ot et teen arfarced.
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parposes (ESCH 452004508442 awd Corr.l, para. 543 Howewer, the Iranian
adhorities Ddorrmed OHCHE that owh npricorsrent was alloged ondy o
exceptional cases and was limited to wery serions crimes, such as momder and
erpionage , I accordance with the Code of Pehal Procedares. The duration of
solitary ¢ opfiverert has been reduced from one moordh to 20 days.

Death penaliy and p ublic executions

29, The Workig Grogp on Arbitrary Deterdion poted that the Inndan Penal Code
Tetame fire categories of crimes to which direrse puniclinents cah be applied:
fuded, qusas, dvah fa'mr and prewventive panichimmernts (zee ESCH 40200450844 .2
atd Comr.l). HAuded constibites crimes against diveine will, the applicable
punishrnerts for which e hide the death penalor, coac Fizdon , stoning, anpgtation of
the right hand and, for repeat offerces | the left foot, flogzing, imprisoaanert and
exile. [fhsas ic refribmtion o kind, broadly similat to “dn eye for an eyre®™
Proceedmg: agaiet the life or physical ivdegrinye of the person ate subjected to the
decizion of the wictin, who g ack for the gailty party to suffer the sane e atment
OF hay accept fmarcial compencsation (@yah) i the cage of mowder or physical
mpmy. JoEy constibites aites that meur discretiohary punishimerds spplied by the
State that are not derive d fromm the Islamic sharia laar.

30. The death penaly is fnposed for certain fudsd oihes, hohdmg adulteny,
icest rape, fomication for the fourth tivne by anowanaried person, drivnki g aloohol
for the third tone , sodorny, sexo1al corvdact et en men withott penetration for the
fonmth tine |, lechianion for the fourth tine  fomication by 2 non-Bluslim manoarith a
Mhaslin wormat, atd false accusation of adulery or sodomy for a fourth tome.
Firthenmore |, the death penalty can be spplied for the crines of eronity with God
(mofmed) ad cormaption on eatth (mgfed AT o) as ome of for possible
punishimerts, Trnder the categonyr of fa'sy crines , the death penalyr canbe Bnposed
for “oursing the Prophet™ fart. 513 of the Penal Code) The death penhalty may aleo
be applied to such crimes a: drug amugsling or waffick g, porder, ecpionage and
CIimes azainst hatiohal € eciminy

31, The cortiming high mcidence of e ontions remaine an ohgoihg ConceIn, with
4 mdden amwge of executions reported Inorecent monthe  which the authorities atzoe
ate part of efforts to combat drag raffickig . For metaace , on 27 Fabe 2002, there
wrere Teportedly 29 ez otions, 18 for droag-relate d offerces.

32, The Hwmnan Fightc Conunites expresced grawre corceIn ovrer the exramnehs
Ligh ronvber of death sentences, mary e liig from trials o which the guarardess
of due process of low had not been properly applied (CCPESC LA 25 para. B).
Trder the Itemational Cotenard on CkAl and Political Bights , to which the Islarmic
Eepublic of Fanh ic a pathy, the application of the desth penalye ic limite d to the most
ceTioe crimes and chould be applied onby I a most redrictive manter while
eraring for the wbmost procedural safeguards.

33, b Jaroaarnye 2008, the spokesperson of the Fandan padic danye arsvonmed that the
head of the pdiciaty had icoied o ciocular barming public exeortion. The cicoalar
applies to all cases and provides that exceptions arill be formmallyy decided and
approved by the head of the judiciary when and where needed. The croalar alco



forbids publiching pichme:s of execdiorns in the newspapers and other media.
Hoarever, public ez, otions ate reported to have still ocomred.

Stoning as a method of execution

34, In Jarmary 2002 ,the head of the padiciaryy icoaed a circular to prohibit stoning
ar 3 pumickenent. Howrewer, as o the case of the ban on public execitions, this
cirolar does wot hawve a binding legal effect and cerwres ondy ac ah mestmaction for
mdividual padzes.

35, There hawe been seweral reports of stondhg sice this prohibition wras declared.
Irn Mlay 2006, o people wwere ctoted to death i Mlachad. B Jube 2007, oke male
vras Teportedly stored to death i Qazwin, although his partrer was released from
jail  early 2008, The Unied Hatione High Comsnicsioper for Homan Fighte
expresced deep concern ower thic case in a public statemmert on 10 Fabe 2007 . The
special procedures of the Honan Rights Council have also woiced their concerns
several comroroinic atione aith the Iranian Gogerrsnert owver the practice of stoning
wrottet, I partimalar for meason: of adulery. The exdstig Penal Code prescribes
e 3e C1tion by stoning ac the penaly for aduleny by mamie d persons.

36, R icreported that stonirng werdicts hawre been sacpended for at least 14 people:
11 vrormen and 3 e, Ttaras also reported, i habe 2008, that nive people had been
sertenced to stoming for adabery, althoagh those fipmwes are dispaated by the Iranian
adhorities, CkAl society i the Islammic Eepublic of Fan is aleo  actively
cathpaishiing for the abolition of stoning. The “Ccanpaign to stop stoning foretwer”,
lomched o 2006, ic abned at doolmmerding cases of stohihg cerdences, iderdifying
attorneys willing to represert the accused and wodking towards the sholition of
stohing alto gether,

Juvenile execuiio ns

37, The head of the pdiciaty hae meportedly ectabliched a morstordom on pwrenile
execitioks. Once aZai,the moratordon ic hot legally binding for udzes ac it ic I
the form of an adminddrative ciroalar not 4 lowr, and cases of exeodion of pwreniles
contivmae to be reported. k appears that the pdicial svthorities are seeking to delay
juvrenile death penalty casges on procedral groomds, to maxdnize both padicial
scnativge and the time available for the families of the wicton and perpetrator to reach
1 @pah cettlernent o acc ordane e with Islarmic lawar.

38, I oaddition, it i meported that a bill onthe establishorent of porendle coxts ic
omrenthr imder rewiewr by the Patliamment. The bill has reporte dbe been approvred “in
Zeneral™ by a majority of parlismentariahe and referred to 4 special committes for
more detailed rewdew. The bill promwotes principles of restoratie pastice and
prowrides for diversion from the criminal sesten to compomit-baged sobations and
altematimres to Timhal sentences. Tt i understood that the bill will nedther abolich
the death penalty for those wmder the aze of 1% who hawe comanifted crihes nor
formally raice the age of cTimihal e cponeibiliy. Howrever, it Tepreserds an omportart

5 Amre oy Bdemationa] reported that for mern, fhchding ane 2fzhan refigze e, pere poblicky

expentted i Boramjar ot 10 haby 2002,
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step  towrards  the hameonizstion of the Insndan  legal opstemn with relevant
mternational standards @nothe aTes of jimehile petice.

39, Despite these positmre deweloprents, it is reported that a large rounber of
Jawemile exeoatiche are still carried oot devwe st B ernationalreported that betareen
1990 awd 2006, the Islawic Eepublic of Iran had emeoated 22 child offerders,
constibting abnost half of the total ropnber (510 of prrenile exeofions worlderide
during the meporting period. R wwras fimther reported that a total of 107 offenders
irder the age of 12 had been serderced to death; 36 of thosce cases ate o @ the
fimal stages . The Itatian awthorities dispagte those figmes and point to & dindnishing
trerd @ juvendle eeoations ower tive .

40. Both the Dternatiomal Covenhart on Cieil and Political Rights and the
Cormrerdion on the Rights of the Child, to which the Islamic Fepublic of Fan iz a
party,obligate Statec parties not to fmpoce the death penalty o those who conomnit 2
critre uruder the age of 18,

41, The age for criminal responsibilin under Itandan laar ic cet at 14 years and
Tmorthe for boys and 8 years and 9 monthe for ziols, which is rwt onby
disoininat ory it also loawr by ternational standards, Sccordingle, children wi
Coptanit serionas crimes cat be processed as adals amder the Penal Code (zee
E/CH 4200242 para. 98, Pathennore, there ic a possibiliby of death cerderce
wmder gsas Tetibodion i kmdifor prrenile offenders , mless Apaf ic agreed or the
offerider is forgiwen by the wictom s family. The sharia pmisprodence considers qusas
4 privvate right of the famnibye of the wictin that carewot be overmiled by the decicion of
1 mdze or ary other wdhorityy. B this cormection, Fandan officials exchide the
State = Tecponsibility for gasas cases &

42, In 2005, the Corrmites on the Fighte of the Child expresced grawe concem
that prrenile execdtions had contioaed and wrged the Islamic Eepublic of Fanto
take the steps necescary to Trme diately cupend the exeoition of the death penaltye
mposed on persons for having corenitted a crine before the age of 18, to take the
appropriste lezal measures to cormreert thern ivto penalties o cordonmity writh the
prowicions of the Comvrerdion on the Righte of the Child and to abolich the deah
pehalty ac 4 certence fmposed on persons for hawving comanitted crimes before the
age of 18, as required by article 37 of the Conwerdion onthe Fighte of the Child.

43, The Tnited Hation: High Comonicciomer for Haonan Bightc hac given high
priority to the izoue of pawenile ezxeonion o her dialogne with the Iramian
withoritie s which has led to 4 romnber of Ttervertions oh hdmddual cazes through
Frivate represertations with the Pennanent Miccion of the Islamic Eepublic of Iran
to the Thited Hations at Ceretws, letters to the Foreign Mindster and pablic
staternerds . For mostatwe, oxn 6 Drecember 2007, the High Comnissioner e xpressed
grawe corvcert owel the execdion of Maloran hloloudzadeh the previois day inoa
Frison i Hermatehah Provimce. B owas reported that Mr. Moloadzadeh had been
cotwricted of the rape of thoee boys cevreh years eatlier, when he was 13 yearc old,
atud that the exeoation had been caried oat despite hic allezed victine " writhdrawing

¢ Friternatiomal loaman fgddc e does not make 3 distirction for gisas cases, as copwricts are sH1l

[t o death by the State.
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their acomizations and the head of the pdicisny icorimg an order to star the eseotion
perding 4 fimther judicialreviewr of the serderce .’

44 On 10 Rhme 20082 the High Commiscioner publicke esxpressed her copcern owrer
reports that foor prrenile offenders, Belaooad Shojaaee , Bloharimad Fadaaee, Saeed
Jazee ard Behhatn Zaate, had been cemtenced to death for crimes that they had
coptan itte d when they were mder the age of 183, She acknowledged the steps tabkien
by the Fandsn anthorities to sabject those cases to closer padicial sooatigr and to
ercorage settlanents bebaeen perpetrators and the wictins® fanilies . The High
Comshizsioher, honarever, remituode d the Iranian aathorities of the absobite prohibition
o the application of the death pernaltye for porenile offenders urider mternational
Toar. It waras reported that thelr execmions had been pospored, and the case of
M. Jagee wasreportedby cettled writh the wictinm’s fan il

45, I addition, the High Comniccioner, daring her vicit to Tehran i September
2007, raised the cace of hloharronad Latif, who had been serderced to death for a
critne thathe had coranitte d under the aze of 18, It was subsequerdhy reporte d that a4
final settlemment had been reache d bebaeen the families of M. Latd and the wictan.

Women's rights

46, The Islanic Eepublic of Iran has et to ratify the Corgrention on the
Elimination of 811 Fonne of Discrimination agamet Wornern.

47, Sccording to the United HMatiowmse Developement Programoene Honan
Dreve lopenent Feport 200702008 the Ilamwic Eepablic of Fan ranks ninete-fourth on
the gender deve lopenent fude x ahohg the 177 coardries amveyed and eighty-ceventh
o the gender empowerrmert meamires. CGender dicparities eimah  among
geographical regions mthe courdry, For mstance ,according to the Managermert and
Plarming Organization of the Iclammic Eepablic of Itan, the gehder dewslopment
mdex is markedlyr lowrer than the national awverage oo certailn prowrices , such as
Sictan Babhichictan, Hoome gzan and Zanjang.

42, The Ilamic Fepublic of Itan ic reported to hare made Bnportart achietemmente
i oworhen s education and health cince 1990, the baseline year for the Millersmbim
Dreweloprnent Groals. It is likely to achiewe berchimatke moder Goals 2 (achiew
imirersal promary eduacation), 4 Teduce child mortality) and 5 (hprowve maternal
health). For imstatice ,the fanale-to-male lferacy ratio ithe 15-to-24 47e groap has
maeaced fromm 879 per cent to 986 per cent. The gitls * primary, cecondary and
tertiany edacation enmobrert ratio hae markedby increaced, from 792 per cert to
04 3 per cent,with ferhale stadents constibating &F per cext of all college sbadents.
Becess to health care, mchiding reproductive health care, has become neathe
mmrersal. e noted previoushr, matemal and fart mortalite rates hate also
decline d sharply.

49 Drecpite thece posiie achisverments, the Iclamnic Fepublic of Iran ic faced with
a mmnber of challenges i gender equitye and e qualitye and empowermmert of worren.
The penal and cirl lowrs coptain discrimimatory provisions that are oamgent need of

The Permarwett Micion of fhe Islamic Bepodblic of Imrcto the Thited Matiores st Gerera
cordested wdether I, Moloadmadel had dofact e el cortericed o aimes ¢ anm ited before the
aze of 18 Hoarewer, aremienr of conxt doommerds Ty OHCHE fonmrd that the offerwces chided
thoce canmited Rdek ke Aas am kor.
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reform. On 30 Howember 2007, the Special Fapporteim on wiolence againet wormen,
ite cances and conce Qiences Taiced corceIts ovel provwisions i the fanily protection
draft bill (Ho. 3673068357, dated 22 Fabe 2007, which allegedby rewersed rights
orrenth enjoped by wornenh o the famibe, The bill wonld, i particular, make i
more diffimalt for wommen to obtaim a dmrorce, 42 they would need to prowe the
mnposcibiliby of reconciliation by the Idermedisty of family comeelling cerdres
composed of experts on family shadies, loar and Iclamic leaw (A/HECHTMAGMAAA],
PaTas. 2 14- 22467,

50. There hawe Tecerdhe bee sohe moTe protwis g steps to addre s discromimatory
lavars, TTrnder Irandan lawr, provicions for oohpensation (@weh, or blood money) for
acciderds and deathe puat o tabae o men® livres (and linbe) that ic double that of
womteh s . This wwras rTecently reviewred by Parlismment, and legiclation has bheen
proposed to recognize the equal wabie of women i oach cases. The lar on
mhertance for mamied women was also Teviewed by Parlivnent, Toder the lawr,
wher a kachand dies, a wife ic erditled to 2 “wife’s chare™ that exchides real
property, atd the land i pasced diecthr to the children and the patents of the
Imchand . Furthermwore , male children are entitled to double the amomd of the
mheritarce of fermmale children. Whmmen parlismmerdatisne have charnpioned neasr
legiclation to address this mequality, although i has met resistance from many
Teligios ccholars, While both Loars hoawre et to be pasced, such legiclatiore mitistives
Tepresent positire steps, particulaths giren the accompargring public debate and
dizconmse on wornen’s rights. The Fandan aodthorities also poid to legislatiwe
chargzes that provide for the poscibiliby of drorce at the Teque st of 4 woman and the
Tight of mothers to oastody of the i children .

51, 'Whanen hawe limited participation i wage ldboor onaside of the agriculbmal
sector, ectimated at 16 per cent which cignifie s that the progress achiewed in fermale
edacation @ the recert past has not as yet franslated mto Mcreased wommen’s
8 COROMiC partic ipation. Concemn was noted by the ILO Coranittes of Experts ogrer
womteh s lowwr labouar matket partic fpaticon, and particulathy their limited access to
senior positiote and ther high uremploymert rate. Paotheonore, the Comenites
twted that wihodt the express repeal of cection 1117 of the Ciwdl Code thers wroald
be a comtiming negative fmpact onowormen’ anploprnent opporbandties. Whoenen s
Tepresentative s i Parlismment coretibate ondye 4.1 per cerd, and women s partic ipation
I govematce atd deciciom-hakihg positions remame lomited. In addition,
socio-culbmwal barrders and gender stereotypes the school cumicouls and the me dia
Teirforce the prevailing patriarchal attibide in societyr

53, Gender-based wiolence ic aleo widespread . Inring her wicit fromm 29 Jarmarnye to
6 Febmuary 2005, the Special Bapporteir on wiolence agamst wosten , it canses and
consequences observed that wolence agamst worteh inthe Islamic Bepublic of Iran
was due mambr to gender mequaliby, perpebiated by patriarchal wabwes and
dizainimatory lears and procedires agamet wormen (ESCH 420065 108.44.3).

53, Concerns hawe been expressed ower s wreasing cackdowm oo the pastyesr
ot the wommen’s rights motwemernt m the Iclanic Eepublic of Inan. Women's rights
activdam is sotnetimes preserted by the Fardan Govrerrenent as being cormected to
external seourity threats to the cowmdry. For metanc e, the main organizers of the “Dne
millioh signabtmes™ campaizp eportedly faced amest snd mdtnidation by the
aithorities, On 6 March 2007, the Uhited Matiores High Comrsndccioner for Honan
Bights expresced public cohcern ower the arecte of at least 31 wormen activicts
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during 4 peaceful gathering i fromt of the Iclamic Bevolhnionary Cowurt in Teloan.
Several cpecial procedimes mandate-holders havre raiced concems abonat the amest,
detertion and ill treatmert of womhen s rdghte defenders on omero;is oocasions T
Tecert years (see, ez, HUHBCHMS04d.] and SHRECSL22/044 10 The Special
Fapporteur on wiolehc e agaist worter, its canses ahd cohge quences also noted with
CobuceIt Tepeated ameste of wornen for wearing overthy loosce headscarvres or tight
Coate,

Righis of minorities

54, The Constibation explicithe declares Islamnto be the State relizion , bodt cortais
taro Bnmportant prowvicions copceming religion: mmorities, Orticle 13 states that
Zoroastrian, Jewich and Clristish Iranishe are the only mecognized religios
minorities who are free to perfonn their religions rites and ceremonies within the
lanits of the law, and to act according to thelr owh cahon I matters of personal
affaire and religions education . Srticle 14 also prowides prote ctio for xon- s lone,
prowrided they refrain from conspiracy of actiiby agamest Islamh and the Islarmic
Eepublic of Iran.

55, PBeports contihe to be recemred abodt members of the Baha’i commominye
belg sabjected to arbirary detention, false Dnprisorshent, condiscation and
destmaction of property, dernial of emplopment ahd Govenonert benefits and dendal
of access to higher edacation. & significart Dwrease has been reported o wicolence
taTzetyy Baha®ic and ther hommes, cshops, famme and cemeteries throughoa the
cordry. There hawe aleo heen sevreral cages hwolrihg torbme or il-frestment
custady

56, The special procedires mandate holders hagre repeate dbr raised the issue of the
Baha "ic with the Itanish adthorities. Sice Tae 20006, the Special Fapporterr on
freedom of melizion or belisf, the Independert Expert on minorty isoes and the
Whoking Group on Srhitary Detention have repeatedby raiced the icone of the amest
of 54 members of the Baha’i commtomity inthe cibr of Shiras who wers reported to
have been fwrolred oo ocahwmomity work. Also on 24 April 2007, the Special
Bapportent o freedomm of melizgion or belisf expressed corncern that Baha®i shadente
wrere subjected to harac anert, wilification and other foons of abnse by the T teachers
atd school admmistrators. B is allegzed that the Baha®i sbaderds were forced to
identify their relizion and then were meuled, threatened writh expulsion and, in
soihe Cases, olrrphaTihy dismicced from school, In Jarmary and Feboaary: 2007 < oxme
150 sach meidents were reported. Mangy of the sbaderte were foomed they had
beer expelled becanse of their faith . bloreover, i e 2006 ,the IL O Coonite s of
Experts conchided that ne progress had been made T amending or repealing
leziclation that was condrany to the ILO Disoinmation (Emplormert and
Ocmpation) Cormrettion of 1958, The Comonites also expresced contioed ©omncemn
Tegarding discrimination againet members of Tecognized and e coghized religioms
minorities and ethwic minorities . The Commmites noted that disoinmation agamest
Baha iz memained particularly serios

57, On 18 Mlay 2008, itwras reported that sixmenbers of the Baha’i leadership in
the comdry had been arrected and a ceventh member had been detamed
mcomermic ado m blashhad sice 5 Mlanch 2008, Subcequenthy, on 23 My, the
High Corrniccioper wrote to the Inanian aathorities acking for mfopmation on the
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Teports @ the light of the obligatiore of the Islanic FEepublic of Iran wder the
Irternatiozal Cowehart on Ciil and Political Fights to encome that no ore ic
detaimed arhitrarity and to waphold the right to freedom of religion or belief. The
Iranian authorities meist that the arests wers made on hational ceomin groands

58, Other mihority groaps i the Islamic Fepublic of Iran are reported to hate
beern subjected to a range of louman rights wiolations. For metance, the special
procedures cert a romnber of cothmnmications i corme ctioh with the Stab minoritye
i Elmzectan. On 3 Februane 2006, the Working Groap on Arbitrary Deterdion and
the Special Fapporterm on the prommotion snd protection of the right to fresdom of
opinioh atd expression raiced concern ower the areste of cewen Srab minoritye
people mthe cip of Sboaas i Eloazestan Province on 11 and 12 Javoaary 20006 after
claches hebaeen Fardan cecuriy forces shd members of the SArab minoritye
compnimity. On 31 Spgact 20006 ,the Special Fapporteir on extrajadicial, sononarye
Or arbitrany exeoations drewr atention to irdonmation ke had mecemred megarding a
Teporte dby secret trial on charges camying the death penalny of 22 Srab minorinye
activdets . O 13 Hogrember 2006, the Special Bapporteir wrote agai to the Inanisn
wgthorities m cormection with the death serdences of 10 of the 22 mdmdduaals
eXpIeccing concem ower Tepolts that they had been torired to cordess and had had
no access to loapers prior to thedr trials. The Fandan authorities msist that the
arre ste wrere wade it cormection with terrorist activities.

58 In addition, the cpecial proceduares hawe raiced a romnber of cobrgnimications
concernity members of the Hematollahi Safi Muslin comsromity, the Eurdich
compnimity, the Smni compwmity, the Babichi commremity, the Szeri-Tark
comrpnimity and the Christian comwmmity who hawe reportedbs been subjected to
arhitrary arrests and torbare, allegedly o comrection with peaceful denorstrations
for their rghts, oach as the right to speak their owm language and to hold relizgios
CRTeIMONie S,

60, Treaty bodies hage aleo addrecced the icsue of the rights of minorities o the
Islumic Fepablic of Tan. fe oach, the Honan Bighte Comamites expressed itc
cotuceIt at the esgert of the liwnitations and resrictions on the freedon of religion
atd belief , noting, that corarersion from Izlan is panishable and that ewen followers
of the three recognized eligione ame facihg cerions difficulties i the enjorrmert of
their rights. The Comshites was pattioalahe distorbed abouat the exernt of
disoimination agamet folloarers of hoh-Tecognized religions, notably the Baha’ic,
whose rights mder the Cowvenart are odbject to exirernely cevere resrictions
[CCPESCAA 844 25, para. 167 In 2003, the Comenitter on the Elinination of
Facial Discrimination expresced ite cohcem ower the reported discrinihation faced
by certain mitorities, T hdmg Bahais who are deprived of certain rights , and that
Ceftaih prowisions of the State parhye ™ legzislation appear to be discrinimatory and on
etbiiic and e ligione groands (CERD GG 3/C006, para. 147 B 2005, the Conunittes
or the Fights of the Child expressed corcernthat a large roumber of Baha i stadents
had not been admited to unikersiy on the gromds of their religious aff iliation
[CREC/CMNS/0Ad.254 para. 597,

61, The I:lamic Eepablic of Fan has been a long-standimg and generons hostto a
substartial refuges popalaion, paticalarly from meighbouring  Afghanictan.
Followwring the wvohirdary repatriation of approximhately 1 million Ofghan refagees
from 2002 to 2004, the Barean of Aliens and Foreizn Bronigrarnte Affaire wmder the
Irterior MImictry conducted taro mwehisme refugee regictration exerncices bebareeh
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2005 and 2007, In 2008, the Bamean has condacted a thind Ofzhan mefugee
Tegiciration exercice and ic precerthy m the process of isoumng the comesponding
refuges card to more than 250 000 Afghan registered refugees. Commmendab e, it is
foreseen that work peonite wwill aleo be icoied to refagees Upon Iegistoration.
Heovarerrer, the Comvanittes opthe Bights of the Child noted that refuzee children are
omrenth bemg errolled m schools onky f their parerts have regictered wrih the
wthoritie s, and that the ercobnent of refuzee children was not being offered fres of

charge (1hid.).

Freedom of peaceful assembly and association and freedom of
op inion and expression

62, Serions concem has been expressed by the Ttematiohal comerom ity e gardingg
the right to fTeedon of peaceful ascanbly and ascociation and freedon of opdon
atd exprescion. The Hioman Bights Comenittes expresced concem onrer the extent of
lanitatiors to the freedom of expreccion, ascembly and accociation exemplified by
articles & and 24 of the Constibion and article 16 of the Law pertaning to
Actities of Parties | Societies and Political and Profesciomal Secocisgions. B noted
that contrary to the provisions of articles 12 and 19 of the Infernational Covehart on
Crril and Political Fights, members of certain political parties who did not azee
writh what the mthorities belisgred to be Ielanic think e or who e xpressed ophions
i opposition to official positiones had beern discriminated agamst. Sel-censorship
alen ceerned to be wridespread m the media, and sewvere lonitations appeared to hate
been placed upon the exercize of freedomn of assembly and of association
[(CCPRESCATI 84425 para. 150,

63, Similar concems hawe been reiterated by the cpecial procediures mandate
holders. Dmating hic wicit from 4 to 10 Howember 2003, the Special Fapportear on
the right to freedom of opimion ad expression (see ESCH42004562,040.20 noted &
sirong desire for efonm armwong ciAl societyr, within Parlisment ard at the highest
lewels of the CGowerromert of the tone , bat refonms were hanpered by 4 romnber of
metibtional blocks. He noted that manye linitations o the Precs Law and the Penal
Code did not commp by with the resricions possible under atticle 19, paragraph 3, of
the htemational Cowvenart on Ol and Political Fights, He observed that the
grounds for limitations qich a0 “eal agamst klan™ or “critician ™ lacked oTje ctie
criteria and clear defimition and could resalt o mdedd erpretation by dzes . He also
wrged the Iranisn aathorities to rewiew the legislation loniting the exercize of
freedom of opidon and expression ahd to give a clearer defmition to the provicions
limiting this right.

64 . Farthennore, the Special Fapportenr underlined that the ase of rewohmionarye
Conrts to Iy “op kdon-related offerces™ had a negative inpact onthe exercize of the
right to freedom of opmioy and expression. He called wpon the Fandan Govenomerd
to grart awmesty to allpris oners prose omed for press and opirdon-Telded off exces .

65, There hawe beeh huoeasing Teports of tightening crbs on the media o the
Tecert past. The crackdosm hac sffected privt medis, weblogs ard websites, and
jomaalists have been nprisoned. S well-laeoes boowan rights defender o the
courdry said that i the period from March 2007 to March 2008, approzmmate e 30
rnewspapers and magazines had been mspended mo the comidry, 3w iding Srarg and
Hapmife dailies ag vwell a Maodvese, Zoan and Dorpape Tsvir, Soblf-e Zendegr,
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Tolash and Hgft, Somme wormben s rights activdets warere mdicted on hational seoaritye
grounds oaring to ther weblogs, It is farther reported that during the month of Waye
2008 alome, more than 18 weblogs foosig on discrimmatony lowrs agaist wolteh
(the “l million sighabmwes™ canpaizn) had been fitered. The cencorship of books
has reportedly been tightened, affecting regatmelr the ermiroronerd for the
publiching mdnsry and writers. The Irsmian Goverranent appears to ehe oarage e l-
cehworship openly, ac the Ielanic Calbire snd Guidaree Dlinicter was quoted o the
media a5 saymg that f book puablishers were to do sohe self-censorship, they
woldn thatre to complain co moach.

o6, The right of workers to form hdependert trade wmdors has heeh complicated
by an apparent cortradiction betaeen the hatioral loars and the Constiotion . While
the Constiition guarantess the right to accociation and ascermbly, section & of the
Labom Lawr ic vagely worded motenme of workers fonming free trade wmions. It ic
reported that atternpts to create 4 rombber of workers * ascociationes and srikie actions
ovel wazes hate beern met by ath fivary amweste avd violence by the se i forces.

Lack of due process rights and failure io respecithe richis
of detainees

67, Az noted abotee, the Fandan Constibation, the Penal Code and the Code of
Peral Procedire prowide for aTange of procedural guarardess i corme ction with the
die process of loar, Mewerthelecs more than 65 per cent of the consromicstions cent
to the I:slamic BEepublic of Fan by the special procedares mandate holders @ 2007
Telated to corwerne ower the lack of due process rights and the faibite to respect the
Tights of detadees,

63, Sinilatlhy, the Haonan Fights Comeniftee expressed concern over the lack of
safeards for due process and far fale and deplored the lack of recpect for due
process of lowr, particularhe before the rewvohitionary coarts whers fwisls oo caners
terded to be the mle and where apparerdly no real possibiline was prowided to the
acoised to prepare a deferce (CCPRSCTIAA] 25, para. 12].

68, The Working Group on arhirary deterdion, dowing i wist from 15 to
A7 Febnyary 2003, xote d the faibare to obserwe proceduaral formalities 45 4 guarantes
agaihct arthimary freatmert. Pattimalathy o revobiionary comt hearings, an
extrerme by recrictive Mterpretation of article 138 of the Code of Penal Procedure
atd rote 3 to the Law onthe Selection of Comsel led to the exchision of coarsel at
the dicoetion of the jadzes. The Wirking Group noted theat the active muokrement
of comesel must be provided for domg all stages of the process and that access o
lezal aid poist be made more effectivre (ESCH 4200420/0844.2 and Com.1). The
Iranian Bar Secocistion has expresced ¢oheerh ower new legiclation that establiches
a1 patallel systemmn for the issuance of atbormey licerces, which could fiurther
imdernmmite the mdependernce of the bar,

TO. "Woanen bear the hegative fmpact of discrimatory lavws and practices. The
Special Fapportewr o wiolehce agahet wortien, it cauges and conseqaences noted
that the males of ewviderce dicoimmated agaiet woren., For exaomple, i criminal
offerices much as rowder or “ilicit semal relations ™, the woman’s testimony is worth
ol halt that of 4 man and st be comoborated by the te stonorg of 2 iman T order
to be accepted. Furtheomore, she noted that the puadchonerds onposed sarere
disproportionate to the seriosnecss of the offences comonited and that sach abhitranye



IV,

punichonerts frequently discriminated agamet worheh, who were pumiched more
harshby thar men who committed the carme coimne (EACH 402006561 084437,

Cooperation with the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights and international human
rights mer hanisms

Cooperation with the United Nations human rights treaty sysiem

71, The Islamic Eepuablic of Fan is 4 party to foar major Tnited Hatiohs o
Tights tre aties: the Corerention on the Fighte of the Child (Tatified on 13 Jabr 19947,
the Conmrerdion on the Elmmmation of Facial Discrnmation (ratified on 29 Sugast
19687, the Iternational Cowenart on Ciril and Political Fights and the Intemmational
Covenart on Ecornoinic , Social and Cutboral Bighte (both ratified on 24 Farne 19757
It hae ratified sorne other hoonan rights-related treaties, Mchiding the Congrerdion
Eelating to the Statae of Fefugees (19517 and the Protocol thereto (hoth ratified on
28 Faby 1976%,the Cormrerdion on the Prewertion and Panichinernt of the Crime of
Crenocide (19487 (ratified on 14 Sagast 19567, the Itemational Converdion on the
Suppres cion and Panickanerd of the Crime of Apartheid (1973 (Tatfied on 17 April
19257, and the ILO Cormrerticon concerhing the Prohdbition and Dmeere diate Setion
for the Elimmation of the Worst Formme of Child Labowr (Ho. 182 (ratified in iayr
2002; the Islamic Fepublic of Irar hac ratified 13 rdernational lab oo cormrertions ).

73, The Itlanic Fepuablic of Itan has had 4 poor record of cooperation writh tre aty
bodies. It has not reported to the Comenittes on Ecormoenic, Social and Culbmral
Fights or the Homan Fighte Comamites for more than a decade. The conchiding
oheeryatioze of each of those bodies adopted T 1993 remam  largelyr
i implernented . Hogrewer, ob the positivre cide the more Teceht Comir)y reports wrere
examhined by the Comnittes on the Fighte of the Child o 2000 and 2005
Tespectively and by the Comgnites on the Elonmation of A1 Forme of Facial
Diccrimmation o 2003, enablig an iv-depth anabecic of the warios forme of
dizainimation and of the siation of the dghte of the child.

73, The Elanic Eepublic of Iran has 4 practice of erdering gerweral reservrations
up ok £ ighatate or ratification, which has repeatedly been cied by treaty bodies ac
ore of the main factors fmpeding the enjoymment of <omhe homnmah rights protected
wrder the conwrerdiones.

Cooperation w ith the special procedures

T4, The Islunic Bepublic of Fan isoied a standing ivwritation to all thematic
cpecial procedumre: mandate holders in hme 2002, which comcided aith the
diz corntination of the mandate of the Special Fepresentative o the Foshan rights
simation i the Iklaic Fepublic of Fan establiched by the Commiccion on Haman
Righte i 1984 . The Special Fapportenr on adeqaate housing a5 a componert of the
Tight to an adequate standard of livring  and o the Tight to hoh- discrimination m this
cottest (Tabe 2005; see EACH 40200641844 27, the Special Fapportewr on wiolerce
againet worten, s caases and consequences (JarmarnFebruary 2005, cee
E/CH 4200641004437, the Special Fapporterr on the konhan rights of migrante
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(Febpiary 2004; cee BECH42005/85840.2°0, the Special Fapportermr on the
prowuotion and protection of the rght to freedom of opimioh and exprescsion
(Howember 2003 ; cee ECH 402004 0520844 27, and the Working Group on Athitrany
Dretention (February 2003; cee ESCH 420040508442 and Corr. 1) have co far wicited
the Islatnic Fepublic of Iran, Wisits of the Wooking Group on Enforced or
Irwro bt ary Dricappearances , the Special Fapportewr on extrajudicial simrenary or
athirary execdtions and the Special Fapportenr on freedon of relizgion or belisf
wrele agreed to I principle , Tt hawe yetto takie place. The Jpecial Bapporteur on
exrapidicial smtumary and arhimary execmtions sert a followup request @
Hovember 2006 and seweral additional follomrup requests i bIarch 2008, The
Special Fapporterr o freedon of relizgion or belief reiterated her wich to wicit the
Islumic Fepablic of Fan o her laest follow-ip letter, dated Dfarch 2002, The
Special Fapporteur on torbare and other cmiel, mdonnan or dezrading tresthent or
punichonert requested a wicit i 2005 and has cert anronal reminders cince. The
Special Fapportewr on the fdependerce of padges and lawnrers requested 4 wisit
2004 and reiterated hisc request i 2008 . The mdependert expert on mnoTtye ssues
Tequested a wicit @ 2008 .

T5. The special procedures mandate holders hawe aleo cerd a large roumber of
mdividual commrmndcations on a wide range of honman rights iccues wis-d-vic the
Islumic Fepublic of Itan.® & total of 56 comromications were cerd @ 2007, 42 of
which were joird comrromications. The Fandan suthorities respornded i 10 cases,

Cooperation with the Office of the Uniied Nations High
Commissioner for Human Righis

TG, The Thited Mations High Cominiccioner for Homan Bighte vicited the Iclarmic
Eepuablic of Irat in Septemmber 2007 for a corference on komhan rights and culbmal
diversity of the Mor- Aligped Mowemerd, Dnodg her wisit, she met with sendor
Cromrerroment Tepre cerd atires ared discusced a range of concerns, e hding the deah
penalty (especially for prrendles) and wonen® rights, In the comrse of those
dicoascions, the Iranisn authorities expresced mterest o cooperation bebareeh
OHCHE and the Inanisn podiciary. Subsequerdhy, i hlay 2008, at the witation of
the mdiciary, an OHCHE techndcal assesamnernt misciop wisited Tebran to explore
poscible areas of cooperation. fSe ah indtial step, OHCHE maggested to the
athoritie s that the Islamic Fepublic of Fan accept awisit by the Special Bapporter
or the independence of pdges and lowrer: before the ed of 2009,

B 2007 adoe, the Special Bappartenr an extrapadicial, smmary o srhitmary eectione sent

20 commricatione to the Iklamic Bepablic of T, The Wabiig Gooap o dobirary Deterddoz
processed 17 ¢ onmimi ationes; the Spec il Bapporteor ornthe promotion ad protectio of fhe
right tofreedan of opiic and expression sext 20 canmmdicat e, fhe Spechl Bapportear @
the Idependerce of padzes and lamrrers cerd T commimdcatianes; the Special Rapporteir on
torhmre ared ofter aael, pboman o degrading treatmeerit or pardshmert serit 24 Commoricatioas;
the Special Rapporteny onthe koaman righte of migrarks cert 1 commimicatiory the Spec il
Bepresertatime of the Seqemry Ereral o the sbotion o homanrights efenders set

23 commoaricatiane; the Special Bappater an mokhce agairet wam eh, e caices ard
Copsequerces sert 10 canmkicationes; fhe Spechl Bapporter oxfreedom of Te ligiom or

belief cerit 3 commimicatiane; and the Special Bappartenr an the right to edocation et

1 commimicatior
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77, The High Commicciorer has fderverned arith the Irmmisn wdhorities oo oa
ronmber of dmddual leonan dghde cases through private reprecertations, letters and
public staterments, These mehided cases wrokdng the rights of worben, freedom of
accemb b, pmenile  exeodions, guel, hlophan or degrading  tresbnerd or
punishimert, i hd g stoninz, and freedom of meligion and the rights of mowrities.

Comnclusions

78, Many areas of condimuing (owean for human rights in the Islamic
Republits of Fran are moted in the presend report, a5 wdl as soxne po sibive steps
taken by the Fanian awpherilies 1o address discominatery laws and resbdot
aspeits of the deah penally The Seaetary- General endourage the
Govermanend of the Islamnic Republic of Iran to addres s the concerns highlighted
in the report and to © ondimaee to revis e natiomal laws | particularly the new Panal
Code and juvendle justice laws | to ensure Compliande with indanativnal haman
rights standards amd prevend discriminatory praciices against wornen, ethmic
amd réigiows mieciies amd other minrdy groups. The Seirdary- General
nwtes the positnre adhievernents of the Islamic Republic of Fran against mamy
e omuoandd amd social ndicadors and e ourages the Fovermnend 1o ©ondbimase 1o
address Tegiinal disparities I the enjoyivend of econdonic, social and cublhural
righds, as wdl as Js oiminationm agains wormnen and rinoribies |

T3, The Serdaary- Gemeral wdcorwes the recent steps taken by the
Govermanend of the Islarnic Republic of Fram to explire ¢ oo peration on huran
righds and justice reforan with the United Natioms, wluding OHCHE. He
end iurages the Govermmuent to rabfy major mdernatiomal hamnan righds
treaties, In partimular the Convenbion on the Elmination of All Foroas of
Discdmimation against Wioanen and the ©oorendion against Toobure and  Ohbher
Cruel, Inhamian o Degrading Frexmwend oxr Pundshauend | and to wihdr aw the
Femeral Teserrations I has Teade upon the dgmahme and ratific aion of variows
haurnan dghats treaties, as recomouvended by the respective treaty bodies. The
Secretary- General hopes that the Islamnic Republic of Fran will ivahiz e s ong-
ostanding paiodic reports under haman rights reaties, particulardy to the
Hurnan Rights Commiiee and the Conmndbee o Ecomomdic, Social and
Cubhral Righis, te alloew a sysiematic review of progres in implemending the
rdated obligations. The Seaetary-Geweral weloores the Govenmomend's
standing madtation o the Human Righds Couneil spedal prodcedur es ruandate
holders and endourages the Govanment to facilidate their visils o the «oumdry
in o der that they might comduct Taore comprehensive assessTents.
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