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Sacked general
is reinstated
by Khomeini

From Liz Thurgood
in Tehran

The case of Iran's dismissed
general who rermsed to leave
his post last night threatened
to develop into vet another cri-
tical test in the Government's
bid to wrest authority from the
powerful Ayatollahs.

The personal bureau of Aya-
tollah Khomeini. Iran's de fac-
tor Head of Statey—resterday
confirmed that the controver-
sial peneral Azzizellah Amir
Rahimi had heen told to re-
main at his post as head of the
country's Military Palice, there-
by overruling an official notifi-
cation of dismissal from
General Taomi Riahi, the Min-
Ister of Defence.

The incident followed outs-

ken remarks at a press con-
erence on Monday in which
GCeneral Rahimi claimed 1o
have wuncovered a plot by
senior officers aimed at ousting
him and weakening the Ayatol-
lah Khomeini's leadership. The
general. who went to work as
usual at his office yesterday
morning, had earlier said that
all 7.000 soldéiers at the re.
named Jamshidich Garrison
were behind him.

Underlining the sense of
crisis was an attack yesterday
on a voung member of the
clite Siah Jameghan (black-
clad) guard which is currently
actine as the gemeral's body-
guard. The guard, Ahmad
Nouri, was shot twice in the
stemach not far {from the garri-
son and rushed to hospital
where his condition was later
reported to be satisfactory.
His three assailants escaped by
car.

General Rahimi said yester-
day that he had received some
10 anonymous calls threatening
his life. “I don't know who
these people are, but they have
threatened to come back and
kill all of us, but we are well
preﬂared'."

The barracks and his home,
where he intended to return
Jast night, were being heavily
guarded by members of the
Fedayeen Khomeini, pledged to
protect the life of the unoffi-
rial Head of Slate, and armed
with Uz hand machine car-
bines and automatie rifies,

between the Government and
the religious leadership follows
high-level talks in the religious
cenire of Qom ten days ago be-
tween the Prime Minister, Dr
Mehdi  Bazargan, Ayatollah
Khomeini. Immediately after
the meeting there was specula-
tion among Iranians that the
Prime Minister-mat—agreed not
io submit his resignation in re-
tfurn for more freedom in run.
ning the country.

As an unelected Provisional
Government, Dr Bazargan's
Cabinct is subject to the will
of the secret Revelutionary
Couneil in Qom, believed to he
made up of leading clergymen

Meanwhile, confusing reports
from Tran's troubled Western
border=with Iraq speak of
several thousand Kurds encir-
cling a tribal area olding
a local chieftain as hostage.
According to the State radio,
" between six thousand and ten
thousand armed members of
the Kurdish Democratic Party
have=—smrrounded the Zarza
region in West Ayarbaijan "and
are threatening a massacre.

Re;orts from the area dur-
ing the past week have warned
that * counter revolutionaries™
led by General Palizban, the
Shah's former chief of Army
counter intelligence, were stir-
ring up trouble.

Reuter adds: General
Rahimi, who served several
gaol sentences wunder the
Shah's regime, is a tough dis-
ciplinarian who believes in re-
establishing law and order in
post-revolutionary Iran by assi-
milating  the coumTys armed
militias into the armed forces.
Informed sources said that he
was also at odds with other
members of the militarv hier-
archy over the question of
employing foreign advisers to
refrain and re-equip Iran's Isla-
mic armed forces. ==

He was gaoled by the Shah
for criticising the supply of
used United States Army uni-
forms to the Iranian forces
and for protestire=xgainst the
Shah's acceptance of an honor-
ary British generalship. )

His mnationalist standpoint
has more recently led him to
make outspoken comments in
favour of preserving Iran's ter-
ritorial integrity in tire—fare of
autonomist movements in the
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The mulitary crisis has Provinces ., )
passed unnoticed by most General R;lhlmls special re-
Iranians. Yesterday was a holi- lalionship with Ayatollah Kho-
day, and_there were no news- Meini is understood to be
(papers. The only word on the [Pased on the general's close
erisis was a  one-senfence associalion with groups,
announcement by the official opposed to the Shah. that
State radio on Monday that helped create the Revolution.
G?nerdal Rahimi had been dis- Homes of the rich, page 15
missed.
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