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Reply to Question 1

1. Laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran are notciontradiction to the Articles of the
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. By virtué Article 9 of the Civil Code of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, regulations of the tregtjgdges made in conformity with the
Constitution of Islamic Republic of Iran are coresield as domestic national law. In
general, barristers and lawyers prefer to adminisigtice by virtue of domestic national
laws. Reference to the text of international led@duments has not turned into a prevalent
practice. The majority of judges, on the basistaf tight for judicial interpretation, are
inclined to render their judgments on the basidarhestic laws and regulations. Due to the
lack of publication and distribution of all verdicit is not easy to have access to them. The
case on contaminated blood with its multiplicitypddintiffs was among the cases judged to
some extent by virtue of the Covenant.

2. In the above-mentioned case, more than 1,2@gatibns were filed before the
judicial authorities, and in spite of the legal wvam caused by the new and unprecedented
nature of the case subject, the judiciary was #blénalize the required legal procedure
within a short period of time and settle the case.

3. In the said case, the Ministry of Health, thed#l Transfusion Organization and the
Blood Research and Refining Company were foundyguin the basis of the rich sources
of Islamic jurisprudencefdq), two judicial judgments were rendered for 974 il
claimants, respectively. The third relevant casdde under judicial consideration.

4, Judges of the cases rendered verdicts in teeestt of the plaintiffs, free from any
kind of gender, ethnical, religious or other disgnation, on the following subjects:

(a) Provision of concrete and abstract damages;
(b)  Provision of medical charges, in the past, gmeand future;

(c) Formal apology of the condemned parties toplatiffs in wide-circulation
newspapers.

5. It is noteworthy that in the first and secondes three of the claimants were from
the Zoroastrian minority religion, many from amodifferent ethnic minorities, and two
were Afghan refugees residing in Iran, as follows:

Number of the people who have received

compensation in two dossiers Name of Province Nurmber
17 Central 1
17 Kermanshah 2
24 Kurdistan 3
30 Lorestan 4
67 Gilan, Mazanderan and Golestan 5
3 Hormozgan 6
15 Hamedan 7
56 Khorasan 8
31 Khouzestan 9
30 Zanjan 10
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Number of the people who have received

compensation in two dossiers Name of Province Number
56 W. and E. Azerbaijan and Ardebil 11
1 Kerman 12
4 Qom 13
13 Qazvin 14
19 Semnan 15
26 Fars 16
138 Esfehan 17
4 Chehar Mahal Bakhtiari 18
567 Tehran 19

6. By virtue of Article 1 of the Civil Code of thislamic Republic of Iran, “treaty
stipulations which have been in accordance withbastitutional Law shall have the force
of law”. The Guardian Council is the legal authpifior verification of conformity between
laws and the Constitution. The Council has not egported any contradiction between the
Covenant and the Constitution.

Reply to Question 2

7. With regard to the reply of the Islamic Repubdiciran on Article 3 in the third
periodic report, the Guardian Council has not madg interpretation on the 115th
principle of the Constitution.

8. According to Principles 90 and 112 of the Cdnsbn, there is no gender limit
stipulated for membership on the Guardian Counl the Expediency Council.

9. The Islamic Republic of Iran has taken promatameasures to absorb women for
incumbency of judicial positions. The followingas indication of this reality.

Statistics on women judges

Number Organizational Position

497 ZAssistant Public and Revolutionary Prosecutor
82 Judicial Counseling

18 Deputy Head

10 Counselor

7 Deputy Prosecutor

614 Total

10. To make a comparison, it is noteworthy to nenthat in 2003, there were exactly
161 women judges and 4 women deputies of Judicahflexes. Meanwhile, women
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counselors in courts of appeal, have the same paweamen in drafting and rendering
judgments

11. As for professional promotion of women in Iran, 15 March, 2003, the High
Council of Administration adopted the criteria feelection, appointment and change of
managers “to promote participation of women in ngmmaent affairs, executive
departments are bound to carry out programs arel tteek required action for recognition
and empowerment of women and their appointment atagement levels, in a way to
increase the role of women in different manageraesds, on an annual basis.” To this end,
new positions particularly targeting women haverbigroduced at the national level. The
post of advisor to the President on women and famifairs, appointment of women
advisors in the field of women for all Cabinet Mitérs, membership of women on the
Women's Socio-Cultural Council, creation of the é&itor General office on women-related
issues, in all provinces, creation of the Deputynister's office in the Ministry of
Education for elementary education, and in all gsneral departments, as well as
management positions in research institutions edlab women are among the principle
actions taken so far.

12.  In addition to the above-mentioned cases, anthe basis of the principle of merit,
women in the Islamic Republic of Iran, in healtlympetition with men, have been able to
be present at different high levels of decision-mgkand hierarchy of power, including
membership in the Government, either as Ministapuy Minister, Deputy or Advisor to
the President, as well as membership in the Isla@ansultative Assembly (the
Parliament), membership in the social and cultacmhmissions of the Government and in
the State Social Council, as Heads of organizatanshe national level (such as the
handicraft organization), Directors-General of eliéint Ministries, and membership in
different high-level national decision-making baglisuch as the High Council for Cultural
Revolution, the High Council for Employment, thegHi Council for Health, the High
Council for Youth, the High Council for Iraniansvimg Abroad, the High Council for
Provincial Planning and Development. It is worthntiening that for the first time in the
Islamic Republic of Iran, there are four womenha Cabinet of Ministers.

13. In the course of the eighth term of the pardiatary elections, there were 585
women candidates, eight of whom won seats in Paglid. Those figures reveal that:

* In comparison between the first and the eighth tefrparliamentary elections, the
number of women candidates and women elected e dooubled,

» The proportion of women candidates for parliamgn&ections to the total number
of candidates in the eighth term of elections stabd.16, which indicates an
increase of 350%.

* The number of women members on City and Villaganst Councils stood at
1,491 in the third term, which indicates an inceeaf8.44 in comparison to the first
term.

14.  The Ministry of Education of the Islamic Repabbf Iran has been the most
successful ministry within the Executive Branch time appointment of women in

management positions. One fourth of the memberthefCouncil of Deputies, including

Deputy Ministers, heads of organizations, and Mérial advisors are women. It should be
mentioned that in the recent portfolio of the Minjsof Education, the positions of

Director-General for Women'’s Affairs, Deputy Mirgstfor Elementary Education, Deputy
Minister for Provincial Elementary Education wereldh by women. Presently, all

provinces, cities and regions of the Ministry ofugdtion, up to Grade 4, have Deputy
Ministers for Elementary Education who have to lyeoman.
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15.  The number of women in management positionthénMinistry of Education at
perfect, superior and average levels has increfaged45 women at the end of 2005 to 482
women in 2011. This is quite an outstanding achiea towards believing in the power of
women, as well as preparing the ground and meignated provision of opportunities for
women and girls.

16. It appears that although some positions targetiomen have been dissolved in a
number of organizations, new positions have bealeddo many other different sectors,
such as the positions created in the Ministry ofi¢adion, Ministry of Health, Treatment

and Medical Education and other sectors, includhegy Judiciary, leading to an upward
trend in the effective presence of women in thegi@s-making process.

Reply to Question 3

17.  Firstly, permission from the father is a predition only for a virgin girl. Secondly,
this precondition is stipulated merely for obsew@rof the best interests of the girl
concerned. In the absence of a guardian and inafagbuse of the right, pertinent courts
have the jurisdiction to easily render the writ foarriage. Thirdly, from the viewpoint of
Islamic jurisprudence, this issue is among the estibj on which judges have different
views. Therefore, in the absence of a consensyspdition of amendments to the Civil
Code could be taken into consideration.

18.  The issue of the precondition for divorce ia tbgal system of the Islamic Republic
of Iran has been facing moderation over past ydacs.for the carrying out of divorce as
requested by the man, there are conditions andatests stipulated in the law, such as
receipt of the court verdict and payment of all #heman’s financial rights. At present, a
man does not have the right to request a divortieowi having a court verdict; while very
easy procedures are stipulated for women to reguéstorce, such as the stipulation of the
right to divorce (given to the woman) at the tinfer@rriage; or the possibility of executing
divorce after realization of “difficulty and guilcondition” (osr-o-haraj), where any
mistreatment or hardship in life could serve asdbedition. For observance of the best
interests of children and safeguarding of the fatioth of the family, the right to execute a
divorce either by the man or the woman could béized under particular conditions,
which are not only in the power of one side.

19.  There is no legal impediment for giving custadychildren to the mother after the

age of seven. For this particular case, and foemfagice of the best interests of the child,
especially for preliminary clarification of his/hseituation until the age of seven, which is
considered the age of affections and sentimeniw;ityrfor custody is given to the mother.

Beyond the age of seven, priority for custody igegito the father. In the meantime, it is
unquestionable that observance of the expedierténgarest of the child has high priority

and precedes any other observation. Thus, in dadisute, the interest of the child shall

be the criterion for custody.

20. In the case of the death of the father andhéfesl to appoint a guardian, not only is
there no legal impediment for guardianship by thehar, but also the mother has priority.
In practice, if the competency of the mother is restognized by the court, guardianship
shall be given to other relatives of the child, eigfor observing his/her best interests.

21.  The financial system of wife and husband uriderian law is defined as a set or
collection which should be seen beside each othene takes a comprehensive look, one
would realize that the rights of women are fullysebved. Firstly, women have financial
independence and enjoy equal right of ownershigoSdy, in comparison with their
husbands, women enjoy upper financial rights, agldowry, alimony, remuneration (for
services at home). Thirdly, the heritage system fmancial system based on the explicit
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wording of the Holy Quran, which in many of casesmot be changed. As for the level of
women’s inheritance and its causes, there are pwiatth noting:

(a) Duties such as participation in war and compylisnilitary service are not
applied to women;

(b)  Alimony and dowry are financial privileges ep¢d by women, which men
are bound to pay;

(c) In many cases where blood money (mullet) hadbdopaid by men (for
helping relatives), women are exempted from payment

Therefore, one may notice that if we consider tights of men and women in one
comprehensive approach, no unjust dealing has fibeele against women.

22. The subject of obedience or submission betviesband and wife is not the issue,
but considering and observing the best interestthefchild and the foundation of the

family, management of financial and educationadiasf of the family is entrusted to the

husband, which in practice, takes place througleergent between the couple in such a
manner that practically, the role of women has beere serious and outstanding than that
of men.

23.  The Passport Issuance Law which requires psionisrom the husband for the wife
to travel abroad is presently under consideratiorthie Islamic Consultative Assembly
(Parliament) and there is no religious impedimentr&émoving the stipulation.

24. By virtue of Article 16 of the Family Proteatid.aw and Article 645 of the Islamic
Penal Code, polygamy is prohibited in the Islamep&blic of Iran, but could take place
under particular conditions, including insanity tie woman, conviction to prison,
infertility.

25.  Prevention of the occupation of the spousejimky stipulated in Article 18 of the
Family Protection Law as follows: “The husband map, the basis of a court verdict,
prevent his wife from any occupation which is inguatible with the family interests or the
dignity of himself or his wife. The wife may do tsame. The court may prevent a man
from a particular occupation if it does not distdile livelihood of the family.” Therefore,
that is a right stipulated in the law equally farsband and wife, and not just for the
husband.

26.  Considering the existing difficulties for chiéoh of Iranian mothers who are married
to a foreign citizen, the Law on the Citizenshipt8¢ of Children born of the marriage of
Iranian women with foreign men was passed by tHamlie Consultative Assembly

(Parliament) on 24 September 2006, and ratifiedhegy Guardian Council on 4 October
2006. On the basis of that law, “children born manl to families established by the
marriage of an Iranian woman with a foreign mabam in Iran within maximum one year
after approval of this law, may apply for Iraniaitizenship after the age of eighteen. On
the condition of lack of penal or security recorddarenouncement of non-Iranian
citizenship, the applicant shall be accorded Inacitizenship.”

27.  The Ministry of Interior shall verify the birtbf the child in Iran and the marriage
documents (subject of Article 1060 of the Civil @ydand on the basis of approval by the
Ministry of Interior, the Police shall issue regide permits for the foreign fathers subject
to this law. Children subject to this law shall &ewed to reside in Iran before obtaining
Iranian citizenship.

(a) Clause 1: If the age of the person subject to ke at the time of its
approval is more than full eighteen years, he/$toailsl, within one year maximum, apply
for Iranian citizenship.
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(b) Clause 2: From the date of approval of this lawjviduals born in Iran to
the marriage between an Iranian woman and a fomeigm and the marriage of the couple
has been registered from the beginning in compéiamith Article 1060 of the Civil Code,
shall be granted Iranian citizenship upon eighteényears of age and within one year
maximum, irrespective of the condition of residestipulated in Article 979 of the Civil
Code.

28. In implementation of the objectives set fonththe said law, a Commission on
according citizenship was established in the Migisf Interior in 2007. The Commission
examines applications and documents of applicantsirinian citizenship and grants
citizenship to applicants with Iranian mothers. Otlee past four years, the Commission
has met 24 times and has approved 1,625 applisatigiost of those who have been
granted Iranian citizenship had Afghani or Iraghtas. Cases such as granting citizenship
to children born to Iranian mothers abroad or iedite country before the age of eighteen,
is under consideration by the Parliament in thenfof a Bill.

Reply to Question 4

29. The Islamic Republic of Iran, by virtue of tlamic Penal Code, under the title
Offences against Family Rights and Commitmentsi¢hes 642 to 647) has stipulated
regulations which are executed by judicial authesit

30. On the basis of Article 619 of the Islamic ReDade, under the chapter Offences
against Minors and Individuals, Iranian lawmakes Istipulated punishments for persons
bothering the minors and women in public places.

31. Observance of the rights of women has beenntak® consideration by the
lawmaker in Article 622 of the said law and paréistipulations have been introduced for
punishment of offenders who hurt pregnant women.

32. Those Articles are general and may be appteusbands beating and using foul
language against their wives.

33.  Preventive and protective measures for vublerawomen and victims include the
establishment of intervention and rehabilitatioficefs and enforcement of programs of
intervention in individual, family and social crigesetting up of a social emergency
telephone line; provision of mobile emergency sasj establishment of 24 rehabilitation
centers and 31 health houses for women and girls.

34. Establishment of intervention and rehabilitatioffices in the WelfareBehzsti)
Organization and enforcement of programs undertittee of intervention in individual,
family and social crises (137 social emergencyeamrthroughout the country) have helped
to control and mitigate the said crises in the ¢gun

Objectives of the program are as follows:

(@) Promotion of the knowledge and awareness oherable people and
socially-harmed individuals against social probleamsl issues, and assisting them with
assessing their situation in critical conditions;

(b)  Empowerment of vulnerable people and sociadlyaied individuals against
individual and social problems in critical circurmstes through timely provision of
specialized services;

(c)  Promotion of awareness and knowledge of thdlyaamd the society of the
existing needs for facilitating the process of peaf-solving in critical situations;
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(d)  Recognition of damage-inflicting areas and fopaints and specialized
measures in settlement of crises;

(e) Recognition of newly created and repetitiveiadatamage;

) Preparing the ground for the participation @ople and non-governmental
organizations;

(g) Effective intervention to decrease offencegvpnt the aggravation of crisis
and social damage and mitigate the suffering ofierable people.

35.  Setting up of a social emergency telephone (h&line-123) with the general
objective of controlling and alleviating social dage.

Objectives of the program are as follows:

(@) Specialized and effective intervention aimedpegventing aggravation of
crisis and social damage and alleviating the simigerof vulnerable and affected
individuals;

(b)  Facilitating access to the related social sewiin the social arena, with
emphasis on social damage;

(c)  Analysis of social damage.

36.  Provision of mobile emergency services with gle@eral objective of empowering
vulnerable and suffering individuals through the o§some 200 special vehicles.

Main objectives:

(a) Provision of specialized timely services to nareble and suffering
individuals;

(b)  Facilitating access to the related social sewiin the social arena, with
emphasis on social damage;

(c) Provision of information to individuals aboubet field programs and
activities of the Welfare Organization and otherigbsources;

(d)  Recognition of damage-creating areas and fooiits.

37.  Establishment of 24 rehabilitation centersWwomen and girls in 22 provinces of the
country. The provinces of Tehran and Khorasan Razash have established two centers.

Obijectives and services include:

(a) Prevention and control of damage aggravatiemabilitation as well as
psychological and social empowerment of women aiut. gEligible individuals are
introduced and admitted through judicial authositithe Police, Centers of Intervention in
Crises or by self-introduction;

(b)  Provision of specialized social assistance,atiooal training aiming at
employment creation, educational facilities andsa@kts training and life skills, leisure-
time programs, constant and occasional materigbatplt is noteworthy that upon the
return of the women and girls to their familiesroarriage, and the establishment of an
independent family and employment, they are elgiol receive continued assistance and
counseling from social workers of the centers, rideo to ensure their social security and
independence.

38. Establishment of 31 Health Houses throughoet t¢ountry with the aim of
empowering socially vulnerable and suffering worsard girls, and preventing further
damage.
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Main objectives:

(a) Provision of protection and sustenance to wralole girls in need of social
assistance;

(b)  Preparing the ground for education, employmess|f-sufficiency and
independence of the affected individuals;

(c) Recognition of talents and abilities of vuln@eagirls aiming at leading them
towards using their God-given assets.

39. Girls admitted to those centers are usuallyeied of social protection and who, due
to lack of effective family protection or mistreant in their family environment, have

temporarily lost their hold on life as well as theatural intelligence and preparedness.
They have been exposed to social damage and hemaddsacking social protection, they

could fall prey to moral problems and social damage

40.  As for compatibility of Article 630 of the Istdic Penal Code with provisions of the
Covenant, firstly, “existence of suspicion”, whigéas raised in the question, is not the
precondition for realization of the Article, butatization of its requirements are very
difficult. For instance, knowledge should existthie occurrence of adultery and not mere
suspicion. The perpetrator should prove his allegah the court, which is very difficult.
Therefore, in practice, reference to this Artickstbeen very rare and it has been mostly
stipulated as a deterring and proclaiming instruinamd not for actually exempting a man
from punishment.

41.  Secondly, in this respect, the lawmaker intdritiat “due to the lack of free will of
the steward in commitment of the criminal act ofrdar, the perpetrator could be subject to
remission.” Meanwhile, it is emphasized that inemdcyears there has not been even one
case of this type of murder. As for other violaton the family environment, cases shall be
brought to justice upon lodging of complaints byiptiffs, or the perpetrators shall be
treated on the basis of regular laws and the ratgudgment shall be issued.

Reply to Question 5

42.  This question has gone beyond the mandate ubjdcs matter of the Covenant on
Civil and Palitical Rights.

Reply to Question 6

43.  The punishment of execution for heavy and nsesious crimes has been a legal
punishment recognized and endorsed by internatidoeliments. In the Islamic Republic
of Iran, the punishment of execution has been Istipd only for the most serious crimes.
The lawmaker has not stipulated execution for peitated murder unless the blood
owners request retribution in kind and the Supremmgsprudent agrees with the request
(Article 219 of the Islamic Penal Code). Otherwisecase of pardon by the complainant,
the perpetrator of murder shall be sentenced  BOtyears of imprisonmentafiri) (in
Islamic Jurisprudencefef]), the punishment having maximum and minimum limits
determined by law and judge respectively) (Artiel@8 of the Civil Code) and may be
released upon payment of blood money (Article 25the Islamic Penal Code).

44.  The most serious crimes shall be examined wpicial sensitivity in provincial
penal tribunals in the presence of five experierjuddes who have already held high ranks
of judicial positions, a representative of the Rmgor, the accused and his/her defence
lawyer. The court meets in the required numberesfs®ns, and after examining all the
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existing documents, obtaining expert reports, idiclg the forensic report, hearing the
statement of the accused, receiving the pleahlmtyring statements of the complainants, as
well as of persons who have information to provideonnection with the case, and finally
through the necessary consultations, issues thécter

45.  The court session meets only in the presentieeafiefence lawyer. In the event that
the court meets in the absence of the defence lawhe verdict shall be considered null
and void and rejected by the Supreme Court.

46.  The verdict issued in this connection may bpeafed in the Supreme Court. For
further precision and observance of the rightshefaccused, and following finalization of
the judgment and before execution of the verdia, ghase of permissioesizan) is also
stipulated. Also, over time, several executive swWéprocedure have been produced, which
have removed earlier probable deficiencies. Theegfall the rights of the accused are
meant to be observed in different phases throuffardnt legal stipulations. Examination
of the request for appeal, the phase of permissiomexecution of the verdict in case of ill
convicts or pregnant women until her baby is twlb years of age, delivery of medical
services and treatments, carrying out of religioeemonies, meeting of the convict with
his/her relatives and writing of a will are amorite testablished rights of the convict,
guaranteed by law and the Judiciary.

Reply to Question 7

Punishment of crimes under the age of 18 in the Islamic Republic of Iran:

47. On the basis of Islamic and humanitarian camsiibns, the Islamic Republic of

Iran has been very flexible with criminals underykars of age, including the necessity of
hearing their cases in special tribunals and thpliggiion of commuted and lower

punishments for them. Only in case of premeditatedder by perpetrators who are under
18 years of age, the provincial penal court meethé presence of five judges. By virtue of
law and the Islamic canon law, retribution in Kisdapplicable to premeditated murder. In
this connection, the State is merely in chargehef investigation and verification of the

nature of the crime and execution of the relevantiict. Execution of the punishment itself
rests on demand of the blood owners. Presently) after finalization of court verdict and

their confirmation by the Supreme Court, extensafforts are carried out by the

Conciliation Commission to obtain consent of thedd owners and substitution of

retribution by blood money.

48.  Within recent years, tens of individuals haerb released from punishment and
encouragement for conciliation has been the priedipolicy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. To this end, even financial support has bpevided by the Judiciary to families
unable to pay the blood money.

49.  Establishment of a working group on the preleentf denial of life (death penalty)
has also been among measures taken by the Judi€layworking group is, in fact, a sub-
committee of the Executive Committee on the Pratacof the Rights of the Minor and
Youth, under the General Prosecutor’s Office ofr@ahProvince. The Committee has been
set as a role model for other provinces. The warkjroup was established with the aim of
stopping the death penalty through compromise aodnciliation.

50. The working group does its utmost to obtain ¢besent of blood owners in the
course of legal proceedings. The working groupasienup of the following:

« representative of the national authority on thatggf the minor,

* psychologist of the Rehabilitation Center,
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 social worker of the Rehabilitation Center,
« director of the Rehabilitation Center,
« active lawyer on the rights of the minor and youth,

e Secretary of the Executive Committee on the Priateatf the Rights of the Minor
and Youth (Tehran Justice Department),

« Officer in charge of collecting financial support.

51. Artists, members of NGOs, experts in the fiefdminors, as well as donors are
honorary members of the working group.

52.  The working methods of the working group aréollews:

« Report from the Prosecutor’s Office, the Court,e@tor of Rehabilitation Center or
the Police Department (Tehran Province). on enity the judicial system of the
youth charged with committing murder or any otheme eligible for the death
penalty,

« Examination of character of the accused by theat@cirker,

« Visit to the home of the accused by the social work

» Meeting of the lawyer with the family of the victim

* Meeting of the lawyer with the examining magistrate

» Presentation of the report by the working grouthtoCommittee,
« Decision-making by the Committee on the next rezpiimeasures,

« Extension of invitations to influential people tdtain consent from the blood
owners, if necessary,

e Extension of invitations to the blood owners ancetimgy of the working group with
the examining magistrate.

53.  On the basis of Articles 87 and 88 of the Bifl Islamic Penal Law, which is
presently under consideration by the Guardian Cibémcadoption as a law, atbzri and
deterring punishments for persons under the agé8ofincluding execution, corporal
punishment and imprisonment shall be replaced hucaibnal and correctionatagini)
rehabilitation on the basis of age. As fadd (the degree and type of this punishment is not
specified in the Shari’a) and retribution punishtsethey may also be replaced, under easy
conditions, by punitive and educational measurgsviBue of Article 90 of the Bill, “for
crimes punishable byadd or gisas (retribution in kind), when the perpetrator of an
offence, being less than 18 years of age, is unebleomprehend the nature of his/her
crime or its illegitimacy or where there is doubioat the maturity of his/her mind,
depending on the nature of each particular casetendge of the perpetrator, punishment
is stipulated in this chapter.”

54.  Article 87 stipulates that for children who &réo 15 full solar calendar years of age
at the time of committing tazri offence, based on the case, the court shall takeobthe
following decisions:

A. Surrender to parents or legal guardians on pea#gia letter of commitment
from them to educate the child or the youth in geodial behavior. In such cases, the court
may, on its discernment, require them to take dfiewing measures:

(a) Introduce the child or youth to a social workera psychologist or other
experts and cooperate with them;

11
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(b)  Send the child or youth to an educational dtucal institute for education or
vocational training;

(c)  Take the required action for treatment and dbament of addiction of the
child or youth under supervision of a physician;

(d)  Prevent engagement of the child with individualho may, on the Court's
discernment, mislead him/her;

(e) Prevent the child or youth from visiting pauiear places;

B. Surrender the child or youth to other legal dwvate entities, on the Court’s
discernment, where the parents are not competedéruhe above-mentioned requirements
and in observance of Article 1173 of the Civil Cpde

C. Advise the child;

D. Warn and remind the child on receipt of a leércommitment on non-
repetition of the offence;

E. Hold the child or youth in the rehabilitationnéer for 3 months to one year,
in the case of Grade 1 tadiri offences.

55. Clauses:

(a) Clause 1: Decisions of paras. D and E are meapplicable to children
between 12 to 15 years of age. Also, applicatiostipulations of para. E is compulsory for
perpetrators ofaziri offences.

(b)  Clause 2: Whenever an underage person commitgfance that is eligible
for hadd or gisas, in case he/she is between 12 to 15 lunar calerelsyof age, he/she
shall be subject to the stipulations of paras. B/@nE. Otherwise, stipulations of paras. A
to C shall be applied.

(c) Clause 3: As for stipulations of paras. A anafBthe Article, the Children
and Youth Court may, on the basis of investigatiand reports of social workers on the
situation of the child and his/her behavior, reddasits decision in the interest of the child,
as many times as it deems necessary.

56. Article 88 stipulates that for youths who aBetd 18 full solar calendar years of age
at the time of committing &zri offence, the following punishments shall be exedut

(a) Keep in the rehabilitation center from 2 to éass, for offences which are
eligible for grade 1and @&zri punishments;

(b)  Keep in the rehabilitation center from 1 to &ass, for offences which are
eligible for grade 4aziri punishments;

(c) Keep in the rehabilitation center from 3 montthd year, or pay cash fine of
10 to 40 million Rials, or do 180 to 720 hours fpélic services for offences eligible for
grade Sazri punishments;

(d)  Pay cash fine of 1 to 10 million Rials or to 60 to 180 hours free public
services for offences eligible for gradéa@iri punishments;

(e) Pay cash fine of up to 1 million Rials for ofées eligible for grade 7 and 8
taziri punishments.

57. Clauses:

(a) Clause 1: The public service shall not excebduts a day;
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(b) Clause 2: Considering the situation of the ¢cted individual and his/her
offence, the court may decide to replace his/hefieement in the rehabilitation center or
cash fine with confinement at home for the houes ¢burt decides or confinement in the
rehabilitation center during the last two daystaf tveek, based on each case, for 3 months
to 5 years.

58. Approval of the above Articles shall make aree&fve contribution toward
abrogation of execution and other harsh punishrfenisdividuals under the age of 18.

59.  According to existing statistics, until ApriD21, there were six convicts awaiting
execution of the death penalty and 13 convictgieas (retribution in kind).

Reply to Question 8

60. In the Bill on Islamic Penal Law, the wonaghdour-ol-dam” (whose blood may be
shed with impunity) is omitted and no one desedesth. There are punishments stipulated
for all murders. There has not been any case sfriure since 2008.

Reply to Question 9

61.  With regard to the clarification presented g tslamic Republic of Iran in its third

periodic report on the International Covenant owilGind Political Rights, on Articles 7,

10 and 14, in case allegations are made and pesstenmthe pertinent judicial authorities, in
this connection, observing the stipulations of @eminal Procedure Code, it shall be
investigated in accordance with legal principles.

Reply to Question 10

62.  The Islamic Republic of Iran considers “honéillings” as being disagreeable and
forbidden. The lawmaker has considered the perpetedigible for gisas (retribution in
kind) on the request made by the blood owners pmeat of blood money. Even in lack of
complaint by the blood owners or their consentalosence of the plaintiff, Article 208 of
the Islamic Penal Code stipulates imprisonmentHerperpetrator. The accomplice who is
a relative of the victim, shall be treated in coimpte with Article 207 of the same law. In
the absence of a request fpgas, blood money or consent and pardon of the bloodersy
the perpetrators will not be granted conditiondéase or pardon, unless in exceptional
cases.

63. In addition to execution of the punishment adious treatment for criminals,
preventive measures such as public-awareness pnegtelding of public meetings with
clergymen of the regions where such crimes haventgkace and educational sessions have
been in the agenda of the relevant authoritiesioNalt educational and cultural authorities
have also been alerted and advised of any ongmeng.t

Reply to Question 11

64.  With regard to the clarification presented Iy tslamic Republic of Iran in its third
periodic report on the International Covenant owilGind Political Rights, on Articles 7
and 10, it should be stated that since 2007, thaxe been 13 complaints lodged to the
pertinent authorities on mistreatment and insult different law enforcement officers
against the individuals that had been arrested. $pecial Prosecutor's Office for
Government Employees investigated the mentionedscard in all the cases the accused
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was found guilty, legal actions were taken for remg of the plaintiff's civil rights and
dignity as well as payment of compensation. Payroénbmpensation and blood money to
those who suffered during the unrest following ftestial elections of 2009 is among the
recent cases of the aforementioned measures tgkibie belevant national authorities.

Reply to question 12

65.  With reference to the description of Articlev2e would like to state firstly, that
“moharebeh” has been wrongly translated as “enmity with Gobf'.fact, moharebeh is
considered an example of terrorist activities. rhohareb” is a person who holds a gun
against people with the purpose of scaring thenheré&fore it is an action aimed at
disturbing public order, disrupting public securityd threatening people; it has nothing to
do with war against God.

66.  Secondly, in Iranian law, crimes are dividetbitwo categories. The first category
includeshodoud and gesas, whose punishment is specified in the Shari'a aadnot be
changed or replaced. Of course, such crimes aseraeg and limited and they are usually
very difficult to prove. The second category in&adaziri and deterrent offences which
cover a wide range of crime$azirat law which is presently under reconsideration and
editing in the Judiciary, has not stipulated angpooal punishment for antgziri offence.
The Bill on the reform ofTazirat law will be submitted to the Islamic Consultative
Assembly by the Government for approval upon ithpletion and final editing. It should
be mentioned that verdicts on amputation are varg,rand in case it is issued, the
execution department, and particularly the Pro@hd@mnesty Commission, strives to
convert the penalty.

Reply to Question 13

67. By virtue of Article 112 of the Penal Proced@ede, summoning of individuals
shall be done by issuing a subpoena which cardkslétails and address of the accused,
signed by the examining magistrate. Therefore,ingslarrest warrants in general is
prohibited. In case of violation, the violator dhzé sued by law.

Reply to Question 14

68. On the basis of descriptions of Articles 10 dddof the third periodic report, by
virtue of Articles 24 and 127 of the Penal Proced@ode, none of the investigating
officers, tribunals and branches is allowed tostreexd detain an accused person for more
than 24 hours. The authorized cases of pre-trigpteary detention are stipulated in
Articles 32 to 37 of the Penal Procedure Code shahin the presence of strong reasons
and evidence, the examining judge may render viriemporary arrest. Meanwhile, the
decision is contestable and may be appealed. Ircdélse of issuing a temporary arrest
warrant, the examining judge is bound to clear gheation of the accused within one
month for general offences, and four months forgehelated offences. The duration of
detention should not exceed the minimum period h&f punishment stipulated for the
committed offence.

69.  As for the number of cases of pre-trial detergj the examining judge is bound to
immediately issue another decision upon eliminatibithe need for temporary detention.
This number is floating and changes during the diaythe Islamic Republic of Iran, all
prisons are run and managed by the Prisons, Safiggaand Educational Measures
Organization, under the Judiciary. On this basts,other place can be established as a
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prison or detention center out of the power of saéd prison authority. All judges are
required to introduce accused individuals to agori®r detention center by issuing an
official letter of introduction. Prison authoritieaay not admit an individual as prisoner
unless by an official letter of introduction subtad by the relevant judge.

70. It should be mentioned that with due regardh® question raised, to which the
aforementioned response was provided, it seemghbatference in question 14 ( to para.
317 of the periodic report) is not correct.

Reply to Question 15

71.  Principles 20 and 22 of the Constitution of thkamic Republic of Iran stipulates
that "all citizens of the country, both men and veomequally enjoy the protection of the
law and enjoy all human, political, economic, shaad cultural rights, in conformity with
Islamic criteria” and "the dignity, life, propertyights, residence, and occupation of the
individual are inviolate, except in cases sanctibbg law". This indicates, at a glance, the
position and value of the human being and the needafeguard his/her dignity. In
confirmation and conformity with those principlé&inciple 32 stipulates that no one may
be arrested unless by the power of law and thaatkesed shall immediately be informed
of attributed charges in writing (Articles 112 add3 of the Penal Procedure Code).
Principle 38 stipulates that "all forms of tortdoe the purpose of extracting confession or
acquiring information are forbidden. Compulsionirmdividuals to testify, confess, or take
an oath is not permissible; and any testimony, €8ibn, or oath obtained under duress is
devoid of value and credence. Violation of thiscégtis liable to punishment in accordance
with the law."

72.  As explicitly stated in the above-mentionechEiple, any confession under torture
and persecution shall be considered as null andl Woithis connection, Article 194 of the

Penal Procedure Code stipulates that “if the defehéxplicitly and clearly confesses to
and/or admits the commission of the crime in suchaamner that there remains no doubt,
and if the indications, conjectures and proofs itonthe commission of the crime by the

defendant, the court shall proceed to pronouncegpeopriate judgment. However, if the
defendant denies the charges and/or accusatidghberemains silent, or if the confessions
made by the defendant are dubitable and uncedaifthey contradict other evidence and
reasons, the court shall inquire and interroga whitnesses, the informed and the
defendant anew and shall reconsider other proadseaidence.” Articles 196 and 197 of

the Penal Procedure Code also provided for clatibo of the subject which shall lead to
obtaining certainty by the examining judge.

73. In many other cases, the accused individugisatetheir earlier confessions in the
presence of their defence lawyers and that cotesitone more reason for the true nature of
the confession at the stage of investigation. Beaa any allegation of torture, the judicial
authority shall send the alleging individual todosic analysis for the necessary medical
examinations. In any case or at any stage, ifieigaled that the confession was acquired
through torture, persecution or harassment, théession would be considered null and
void and the violator liable to punishment in aczorce with the law. Moreover, Articles
69 and 70 of the Islamic Penal Code stipulates fttiet confession is valid when the
confessor has the virtues of maturity, sanity, inglhess, and liberty." and also "the
confession must be explicit or appear not to benscstent with the case". Otherwise, it is
not credible.

15
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Reply to Question 16

74.  With reference to the description of Article ihCthe third periodic report, it should
be stated that all prisons in the Islamic Repubfidran are under direct supervision of
prosecuting attorneys or their deputies. They mapeéct prisons at any time and in case of
any infringement, they may sue the violators.

75.  Presently, there are three Tehran Province eProsecutors under the titles of
general prisoners affairs, drug-related prisoneffaira, female prisoners affairs.
Meanwhile, supervision of security prisoners igiearout by the Prosecutor himself.

76.  The following points are noteworthy in the filiffient of the duties of the Prisons,
Safeguarding and Educational Measures Organization:

(@) At present, all the places used as detentioteceare under the management
and supervision of the Organization and beside aiatganizational supervision,
(inspection, security, judicial and verdict exeon)i it is under the high supervision of the
Prosecutor. Supervising judges are also authorizedehalf of the prosecutor, to inspect
and supervise all sections, particularly the plasfesecurity prisoners and accused persons,
at random and without prior notice.

(b)  Since the responsibility of prisons is entrdste the Organization as an
independent body affiliated to the Judiciary (cangrto countries where prisons are
managed by the police), the prison has no role ts@lexer, in investigation, interrogation
and discovery of the perpetrated crime. Therefthre guestion of mistreatment of prisoners
is ruled out. Moreover, religious teachings doaltiw the commission of such actions.

(c)  Sections 350, 2A and 240 receive regular slgtadrvices and facilities.

(d) Introduction of reforms into the prison manageinsystem has replaced and
upgraded solitary confinement cells by single suit&he suites are used in very rare cases
during judicial investigation for the purpose okpenting collusion among perpetrators of
a crime, particularly, under the order issued leydkamining magistrate.

(e). The Constitution and other general laws ofdbentry, including the Laws
on Safeguarding Legitimate Liberties and CitizeRghts, prohibit resort to torture and
mistreatment of prisoners. To this end, officerd prison authorities have received special
training. Meanwhile, interrogation of accused passhas nothing to do with the subject of
prison management.

) There are medical clinics in Evin prison, inding ward 350. There is also a
hospital in the prison which provides standard mediservices. In comparison with
ordinary members of society living out of prisohgtprisoners enjoy easier access to
physicians and medical services, free of any charge

Reply to Question 17
77.  With reference to the description of Article iB4the third periodic report, measures
taken by the Islamic Republic of Iran are as folow

e The Law on Punishment of Traffickers on bordersspd in 1987, by the Islamic
Consultative Assembly (Parliament),

» The Law on Protection of the Minor and Youth, ek 2002, by the Islamic
Consultative Assembly (Parliament),

78.  Furthermore, the Islamic Consultative Assengdgsed the Law on Trafficking of
Persons, in 2004, with the aim of safeguarding humignity. By adoption of justice-
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oriented policies, the Government, too, has strifigedfair distribution of national income
and preparation of the ground for growth, prograsd empowerment of men and women,
disregarding gender issues, with the ultimate gbalreventing the bitter phenomenon of
trafficking of persons.

79. Training of suitable professions and skillssréase of abilities and knowledge of
men and women have also been among the measuesstiplauthorities for the creation of
bread-winning employment, preventing this illegiita and illegal act.

80.  Adoption of poverty eradication policies andhtggies, particularly among women,
through financial supports, employment creation smplport of women's cooperatives as a
means for their empowerment has also been on #mdagof the Islamic Republic of Iran.

81. To upgrade the protection of the rights of miaor, Articles 18 and 19 of the Bill
on the Protection of the Minor and Youth, which te®n approved by the Government
and is presently going through legal channels ifwlization, has stipulated up to 10 years
imprisonment for the purchasing, selling, traffiegi and transfer of limbs. Those
punishments may not be pardoned or suspended. Merea case the crime is carried out
by parents, guardians and skilled people, includitysicians, they shall receive the
highest punishment. Article 26 of the Bill stipiatpunishments if the perpetrator is a legal
entity.

82. It should be reminded that on the basis ofchatil173 of the Civil Code, if the
physical health or moral education of the chiléiglangered as a result of carelessness or
moral degradation of the father or mother who areharge of the child’s custody, or if
they abuse the child and force him into immoralsjstuch as prostitution, beggary or
trafficking, the court may waive the right of cudyofrom the parents, in protection of the
child’s rights.

83.  Due to the importance of the issue and in ofas®e of the rights of the child, the
provincial border police departments are assigmedoliow the issue with the highest
attention and report any development in this cotioecto the Security Council of

provinces and cities and also to the joint committé the Judiciary and the Police for
adoption of any corrective and preventive decisiod its imposition in the best interest of
the child.

84.  Accession of the Islamic Republic of Iran te tptional Protocol to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child on the sale of childreinijd prostitution and child pornography
in 2007, was an important development. It is nowmothat on the basis of the Law on
punishment of individuals who are involved in autlisual activities and unauthorized
activities (approved in 2007), and also by virtdidicles 13, 14, 15 and 16 of the Bill on
Protection of the Minor and Youth, are examplethef provisions included in the Optional
Protocol.

Reply to Question 18

85.  With reference to Article 24 in the third petio report, the existing statistics are as
follows:

Arrestsand convictionsunder the law to combat trafficking in persons

Number of individuals Year

36 2004
393 2005
259 2006
167 2007
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Number of individuals Year
“Solar Iraniar
Calendar (three
recent years)

530 1387
427 1388
478 1389

Reply to Question 19

With reference to the description of Article i the third periodic report, the

following replies are presented to the raised doest

(@)  Theright to legal aid on the choice of theividlal:

0] References are made to this right in Principteof the Constitution and in

the Penal Procedure Code, reading that the aceusgdhave a lawyer of his/her

choice. Article 185 of the Penal Procedure Code states that in all penal cases,
parties may choose and introduce their defence desvyThe time of prosecution

shall be announced to the accused, complainantatpriclaimant and defence
lawyers. In case of multiplicity of lawyers, theepence of one lawyer from each
side in the court shall be enough (expression isfgbint indicates that the accused
may have more than one lawyer).

(i)  Article 186 of the Penal Procedure Code stpeds that the accused may
request the court to appoint a lawyer for him/Hérthe court is aware of the

inability of the accused to afford a lawyer, it Mabpoint a lawyer from among the
lawyers in the judicial district, or from an adjactelistrict (costs of the lawyer shall

be paid by the justice department).

(iii)y It should also be mentioned that there argaleAid Offices in all Judicial
Districts throughout the country. Lawyers and atéys of those offices shall
provide free of charge legal counseling and sesvioeany individual requesting so.

(b) The right to be informed immediately of theuratand reason of the criminal

charges.

0] Principle 42 of the Constitution stipulates ttHao one may be arrested
except in accordance with and in the manner lairdin the law. If a person is

detained, the subject matter of the charge, witasoas, must be immediately
communicated and explained in writing to the acdusied within at most 24 hours,

the file on the case and preliminary documentatiwst be referred to the competent
legal authority. Legal procedure must be initiatesl early as possible. Any one
infringing this Principle will be punished in acdance with the law.”

(ii) Articles 112 and 130 of the Penal Procedurel€oontain provisions on the
protection of the rights of the accused so thashe/could have time to choose the
defence lawyer with the information he/she receiweghe nature and causes of the
charges. In Article 575 of the Islamic Penal Cotlee lawmaker has stipulated
punishments for violation of the above-mentionedvisions, such as permanent
removal from judicial position or from governmengositions for a duration of 5
years.

(iii) The Prosecutor’s Office is assigned to reiadthe process of prosecution, all
the rights of the accused, in writing. Article 6loe Bill is the sanction for practice of
the Article where it stipulates 3 months to oneryefaremoval from governmental
positions against any violation thereof.
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(c) As it was mentioned in the first part of thelseto question 19, the right to
legal aid is included in the judicial system ofrirdt should be added that according to the
Clause of Article 128 of the Penal Procedure Cadeases where confidential issues are
involved or the presence of a non-accused persdhealiscretion of the judge, may cause
corruption, and also in offences against the sgcofithe country, the defence lawyer may
be present, at the stage of investigation, by pesiom of the examining judge. In this
connection, priority of public interests to privatgerests should be noted. Principle 40 of
the Constitution also stipulates that no one shalate public rights and interests in favour
of his/her own private interests.

(d) Article 37 of the Constitution has explicitheferred to the principle of
innocence and also by virtue of Article 177 of #enal Procedure Code has clarified the
duty of the court in terms of observance of the tio@ed principle. It should be reminded
that Article 4 of the Penal Procedure Code, in tialilito emphasizing observance of the
principle of innocence, guarantees effects of tlcjple in terms of observing the liberties
of individuals and their right of privacy under tisapervision of law and the judicial
authority.

(e)  The right to public trial: Article 165 of theonstitution stipulates that "trials
are to be held openly and members of the public atand without any restriction; unless
the court determines that an open trial would k&rdental to public morality or discipline,
or if in case of private disputes, both the pantetmuest not to hold an open hearing." Also,
Article 168 stipulates that political and presseoffes will be tried openly and in the
presence of a jury in courts of Justice.

) The right to appeal in courts: According tortStitutional Principle 159, "the
courts of justice are the official bodies to whigh grievances and complaints are to be
referred. The formation of courts and their jurisidin is to be determined by law". In this
connection, Articles 217, 233, 236 and 239 of tlemd Procedure Code guarantees the
right of appeal.

87. Itis noteworthy that Articles 272 and 273 Iué Penal Procedure Code also stipulate
the restoring of hearing in observation of precauin particular cases. Moreover, there is
no court in Evin prison; and the Revolutionary Geuwto not follow special laws but the
laws and regulations of the Penal Procedure Codeh®basis of the new Bill on the Penal
Procedure Code, the Revolutionary Court is a brafi¢kenal Court 1.

Reply to Question 20

88.  Paragraph 141 of the periodic report, Clauseoflthe Law on Citizens' Rights
declares that "replies to be written in the sanmmenfand quality that they are presented,
without any change, and to be read to the declaret;literate people, if they so wish, may
write their own statements to prevent suspiciomliefortion." Clause 14 of the Paragraph
stipulates that unauthorized possession of conéigcproperties and goods entails penal
consequences and should be strictly avoided. Léggikion should be made with regard to
the confiscated properties, at the earliest time.

89. Establishment of the Board for supervising thmplementation of the Law on
Respect for Legitimate Liberties and Safeguard d@fzéhs’ Rights: Considering the
responsibility entrusted to the Judiciary for séogithe rights of the public, and due to the
importance of the subject and for safeguarding hudignity and values, the Head of the
Judiciary issued the Circular on the rights ofzeitis on 8 April 2004, and made references
to examples of citizens’ rights. The required engihavas also made on observance of the
stipulation by all judicial authorities and bransh&he Circular was soon adopted as a law
by the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Parliameiif)e Guardian Council approved the
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Law on 5 May 2004, and forwarded it to the Governtifer enforcement. Clause 1 of the

law guarantees liberties and security of individumhd Clause 8 stipulates punishment for
violation of people’s privacy. Clause 13 deals vétlpervision of tribunals and prosecutors
in detention centers and with the officers’ behavis well as encouragement of well

behaved officers and appropriate treatment agsiakttions.

90. With regard to the reply to question 12 moharebeh, imposition of influence by
any authority on a legal case shall have no effecause judges and examining magistrates
are strictly required to fulfill their duties ansisue their verdicts on the basis of provisions
contained in the Penal Procedure Code, documedt®wadence in the dossier, mandates
assigned by Principles 73 and 164 of the Constitytthe right of the judge for judicial
interpretation and his independence. Moreover, atgmpt of abuse and influence entails
legal punishment.

Reply to Question 21

91.  With reference to the description of Article itdthe third periodic report and as
stated in the reply to question 19, Principle 38haf Constitution and Article 128 of the
Penal Procedure Code stipulate the right to amregyo Although, the Clause of Article 128
imposes restrictions on the intervention of theylesythe new Bill on the Penal Procedure
Code imposes no particular limit in offences agaBtate security or other offences, on the
presence and intervention of defence lawyers. Byeiof Clause 1 of Article 100 of the
Bill, if the examining magistrate considers accalthe claimant or the lawyer to contents
of the dossier as unnecessary or irrelevant, he nef@nge any such request. The decision
should be immediately communicated to the clainaaot it could be protested within three
days.

Reply to Question 22

92.  With reference to the description of Arti¢e and 26 in the third periodic report:

(a) Several principles of the Constitution, inchgliPrinciples 23 and 32 have
stipulated fundamental rights and freedoms forrakhian citizens and subjects, and they
receive equal treatment disregarding their ethnaicial, language and other affiliations,

(b) According to the Constitutional provisions, |“people of Iran, whatever the
ethnic group or tribe to which they belong, enjayual rights; and color, race, language,
and the like do not bestow any privileges.” Allizéns of the country, both men and
women, equally enjoy the protection of the law @&mjby all human, political, economic,
social, and cultural rights, in conformity with dshic criteria” and “the dignity, life,
property, rights, residence, and occupation ofitldévidual are inviolable, except in cases
sanctioned by law”.

(©) Principle 13 of the Constitution stipulates efdlem to practise religious
ceremonies. Budgets are also allocated in the &togiget of the country to help religious
minorities. Besides the approved budget, threeioniltollars are also provided to those
minorities by the State. There are five seats énlgfamic Consultative Assembly allocated
to elected representatives of those minorities,levin countries claiming protection of
human rights and hosting millions of Muslims, noddon has been to their parliament.

(d) Based on the afore-mentioned information afplikttions, basically, points
raised in the question do not entail legal, forarad practical basis. In fact, the Government
of the Islamic Republic of Iran was astonishedhat points raised by the distinguished
Committee because no Christian has ever beenedr&stfollowing his/her religion.
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(e) Article 225 has been removed through the neW, Bnhd the Guardian
Council has not opposed the decision.

) Allegation of “prohibition” or “banning” from blding religious ceremonies
by minorities in their languages is a deviating ateluding approach. Iranian law and
regulations do not have any stipulation restrictimigorities from practicing their religious
ceremonies in any other language beside the dffanguage of the country.

Reply to Question 23

93. In the legal system of the Islamic Republidrah, by virtue of Principle 36 of the
Constitution and the Islamic Penal Code, offences @imes are defined and decided by
law. Vague offences make no sense and as it wasianed in the reply to question 12,
moharebeh is defined as an act of terrorism with a clearind@ébn. As for propagation
against the State, it should be mentioned thatittyesof Article 500 of the Islamic Penal
Code any propagation activity against the Statoisidered an offence and the perpetrator
shall be punished upon trial in the court of justend approval of the offence. On this
particular subject, there have been cases in wihiehperpetrators’ punishment has been

commuted or replaced by pecuniary payment.

Reply to Question 23

94.  With reference to the description of Article ih%he third periodic report, it should
be mentioned that 4,404 publications, including seapers, weeklies, monthlies and
occasional, have been published throughout thetoguamong which, 8 were closed by
legal warrant as a result of breaching the releyarlication laws and regulations, as

described below :

Name of
Date and Cause of Closure Permit Date Type Editor-in-Chief Proprietor Publication  No.
Para 1, 8 &11 of Press Law 15/1/1996 Newpape Saeid Saeid Bahar 1
of Article 12
Press Board of Supervision PourAzizi PourAzizi
19 April 2010
by Verdict of Branch 76 of ~ 9/3/1998 Weekly Nega Nega Karnameh 2
Tehran Penal Court Eskandarfar Eskandarfar
Article 6 of Press Law 16/2/1998 Monthly Keyvan Keyvan Namel 3
6 Press Board of Supervision Samimi Samimi
4 Sep. 2006 Behbahani  Behbahani
Para.l, 8 &9 of Press Law  27/6/2008 Weekly Hassan Hassan Nassir 4
Article 12 of P.L Lavari Lavari Boushehr
Press Board of Supervision
6 Sep. 2010
Para b, Article 7 &Para 10«  19/12/200: Monthly Ahmadrez.  Ahmadrez.  Sarrve 5
Article 6, Clause 2 of Article 6 Ghadirian Ghadirian Abarkouh
and Clause 12 of Press Law
Press Board of Supervision
12 April 2010
Para 8 and 11&12 of Article 10/11/2003 Weekly Reza Abdollah Khayam 6
6, Clause 2 of Article 6 and Mehrdad Omrani nameh
Clause 12 of Press Law,
Press Board of Supervision
3 May 2010
Para 8 and 11 of Press Law, 7/7/2003 Monthly Changiz Changiz Badr 7
Press Board of Supervision Ardalan Ardalan
31 May 2010
Para 4,5 and 8 2 of Article 6,10/12/2001 Newspape Aghdas- SeyedHadi Hayat-no 8
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Name of
Date and Cause of Closure Permit Date Type Editor-in-Chief Proprietor Publication  No.
Clause 2 of Article 6 and Mohsen Hosseini Ejtema'i
Clause 12 of Press Law, Bahrami Khamene'i
Press Board of Supervision Araz
3 May 2010

Reply to Question 24

95.  This question is in the framework of an “alléga’ and it is regrettable that the
esteemed Committee has put forward such a basalbsundocumented claim as a
guestion. It is not acceptable that a person shbeldnterrogated merely for being a
journalist or leaving the country. The esteemed @iitee is expected to raise more
substantiated issues based on facts, and to réfommputting forward general cases which
may damage the position of the Committee for morestructive interaction.

Reply to Question 25

96.  With reference to the description of Article ih@he third periodic report, it should
be mentioned that in the Islamic Republic of Irdritee media, either written or online, are
treated on the basis of the law. By the virtuehef taw on computer offences, the Judiciary
is entrusted with establishing a committee to ithie evidence of criminal content. On the
basis of laws and regulations, the committee shadide on defining examples of websites,
etc. which may potentially endanger the security p@ace of the society, promote offences
against public morals and chastity, distributeddiformation, support terrorist groups and
so on. The pertinent legal authorities are likevdsgy bound to deal with the perpetrators
of the offences on the basis of the current lawss &pproach shall not violate freedom of
expression and privacy of people, but also it shalirantee the rights and privacy of
citizens in the environment of the Internet. Thigiso a serious demand of the people from
the Government and the State to stand against twbee heedlessly and purposefully
violate the rights of people to privacy and diseltiseir private information.

Reply to Question 26

97.  With reference to the description of Article iB6he third periodic report, it should
be mentioned firstly that Baha'ism is not a religiat is a sect which was founded to
achieve its political objectives. Secondly, on basis of Articles 18 and 19 of the Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, everyone has thehtigo freedom of thought, belief and
expression. Therefore, enjoying this very right uiees that as far as statement and
expression of belief of individuals do not harm estipeople’s freedoms as well as the
security, order, health and morals of the socigétgre should not be any objection to that.
And thirdly, instigation to discrimination and ertgniis of a legal weight which requires
documentation and evidence. In any case, on this bashe rule of public order, any act
disturbing public order, shall be sued by legahatities and the mere claim of expression
of belief and publicity may not prevent any judi@ation.

Reply to Question 27

98. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, the rightswadrkers are explicitly guaranteed by the
Labor Law and any action taken by the authoriti@gehbeen on the basis of legal warrants.
Those actions have not been on the basis of the@ment's policy of harsh treatment
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against workers, but it has been a reaction agdisstption in public order and security,
prevention of social insecurity, prevention of degament in current affairs of the country
and prevention of illegal actions in the societheTsame reaction takes place, even on a
larger scale, in other countries. Arrest and daargf some leading elements, as inciters of
unrest, was in fact on one hand, an objective-tetrconstructive and reformist choice of
action aimed at alleviating the atmosphere of ureed riot at the stage of changing from
trade unrest to social unrest, and on the othed,ham action to prevent illegal actions. In
none of the incidents, while labor organizationsndb go beyond the atmosphere of social
dialogue and normal trade interactions, no legav@ntive action takes place.

99. The policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran iaded on strengthening the spirit of
constructive dialogue for settlement of any probldime Government believes that hostile
ways overshadows any constructive interaction.

100. In any case, legal action and arrest takeepé the stage when the rule of law is
not observed and as a consequence, public ord&stisbed, public security is endangered,
public or private properties are violated. Undeclsicircumstances, all domestic and
international legal instruments urge the governmeke the appropriate legal action.

Reply to Question 28

101. With reference to the description of Artickg i2 the third periodic report, it should
be stated that individuals who, on the basis ofrthati-social behavior, and under the
pretext of a sacred objective, ignore the normsoaiety, attribution of such a title may be
considered an insult against national and inteonatinorms and standards. Serious high
attention of the Islamic Republic of Iran to womemd promotion of their status is an in-
ignorable fact.

102. Within the last 32 years, the Islamic Repubfidran has had principled, continuous
and objective-oriented activities toward promotiof the status of women in social,
political, cultural and economic and indiscrimimattifields. As a result of that policy, the
status of women of Iran has taken great leaps mpeoison with other countries in the
region. On this basis, the presence of an outstgndumber of women human rights
activists in the domestic and international arend their practical achievements in the
society, necessitates legal action against theviohatls who under the name of activities
for women, disregard legal stipulations. Some womreivists have never legally requested
the establishment of a law-oriented organizatiow, some have had access to budgets with
suspicious sources, contributing to public disortdbrdoubtedly these sorts of activities are
not endorsed by any country. But, it is notewortioy mention the soft and tolerant
treatment of the judicial system of Iran, as wed #he commuted and suspended
punishments for perpetrators of such illegal acjomhich demonstrate the constructive
approach of the country to these people. In prilaciif there is no action taken and
incitement made toward creation of unrest in thaetg, no restriction shall be imposed by
the relevant judicial authorities.

Reply to Question 29

103. As already mentioned in response to earlie@sipns, unfortunately, the questions
raised by the Committee are too general and in soeses vague points are raised. The
Committee is expected to avoid this sort of refeeertHowever, to give a clear picture to
the distinguished members of the Committee, we widike to state that on the basis of
several principles of the Constitution, the Goveeninof Iran is duty bound to secure the
rights of all individuals and judicial security fthe whole society. According to Principle
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20 of the Constitution, all people are equal uritier protection of the law. On this basis,
there is no difference or discrimination betweeiversity students and other members of
the society in the enjoyment of their rights. A¢ ttame time, all individuals are required to
observe laws and regulations. On this basis, ambgiie action in scientific and
educational environments is treated in accordaritie tve current laws and regulations of
the country and academic centers. On the other,hdettrrent treatment against any
individual breaching the norms of the society shalbased on current law and regulations.
Commission of a criminal action by anyone irrespecof his/her social or educational
position, shall entail legal prosecution. Merelying student status does not exclude one
from legal reaction, including arrest.

Reply to Question 30

104. With reference to the description of Articlg i& the third periodic report, it should
be stated that on the basis of amendments intradt@wethe Civil Code in 2002, the
minimum age for marriage stands at 13 for girls] 46 for boys. It should be reminded
that presently, in practice, the age of marriageragrboys and girls in the Iranian society
has risen under the effect of their extensive adessources of information and the
consequent rise in their social culture. Therefgigs and boys tend not to marry under the
age of 18.

Reply to Question 31

105. With reference to the description of Articl@ i the third periodic report, it should

be stated that in all political and electoral syse candidates should meet particular
requirements. In the Islamic Republic of Iran tdle representative of the people in
Parliament approves the requirement for candidacyarliament, in compliance with

political, social, cultural and domestic conditiooisthe country. The Guardian Council is
also entrusted with supervising the due implementadf the law. In Iran, elections are

held and managed by executive boards whose menabersrusted by the people; and
supervision of the Guardian Council is not aboweldw. The mechanism of elections and
its supervision system, in respect of the righp@bple in public administration, the right of
equality against law and enjoyment of law protettand taking into account the native
elements, are completely in compliance with Arti@® of the Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights. No irrational and illegal disciimation has been made in relation to
election candidates.

Reply to Question 32

106. With reference to the description of Article i& the third periodic report, it should
be stated that in progressive systems of the wdnkeke who run for the presidency of a
country should hold particular competencies, ans duite natural that on the basis of the
legal conditions of each society, as well as thevkdadge of elites in political, social,
cultural and economic fields, only a few of thera antroduced as the final candidates.

107. The allegation of censorship and surveillaicaghe course of elections is not
acceptable. Unfortunately, similar to some otheedfjions, particular questions are raised
merely on baseless and undocumented allegatiohsnads media in the Islamic Republic
of Iran are treated on the basis of relevant lamgsragulations. Therefore, in a case such as
promotion issues against public chastity, distughpoiblic opinion, action against national
security, etc., legal restrictions are imposed. réfoge any judicial or deterrent action
against perpetrators of a criminal act shall beolbservance of the rule of law. The
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allegation of arbitrary arrest of human rights \ets, raised in the question, is
categorically baseless and unfounded and all aras carried out upon issuance of a
warrant of arrest by the judge.

108. The Supreme Leader has constantly emphasimsih@nce of laws and regulations
and the need for their efficiency. With a view taceuraging people's participation and
contribution in the process of elections, the Ledtes always made nation-wide statements
thanking people for their presence in organizind easting of their votes. The mentioned
message and statement, in the question, was dilibee-mentioned usual nature, which
takes place in all elections.

109. The statistics which indicate the number alpbe in each city who are eligible to
participate in elections is based on the informmatigrovided by the national Civil
Registration Office which issues national IDs. Hbsld also be borne in mind that many
Iranian cities are either the origin or destinatidmigration (permanent or temporary), and
thus the number those migrants in a city is nofuthed in the number of eligible
individuals.

Reply to Question 33

110. With reference to the description of Articlé i the third periodic report, it should
be stated that according to the Constitution, m@iém citizen enjoys priority over others
due to his/her race, religion or particular langua@f course, it is natural that from among
the existing religions and languages, only onggi@fi and one language is recognized as
the official one. But it does not mean that citigeaf other religions and languages do not
enjoy their freedoms and rights in cultural andigiels fields. Principle 19 of the
constitution states that "all people of Iran, reliess of their ethnic or tribal affiliation,
enjoy equal rights; and color, race, language #edlike, do not bestow any privilege."
Nevertheless, all people are duty bound to surrendethe law as they enjoy their
freedoms. Principle 20 of the Constitution stipegathat "all citizens of the country, both
men and women, equally enjoy the protection of ltve and enjoy all human, political,
economic, social, and cultural rights, in confogmitith Islamic criteria." The Constitution
states that Persian is the official language of ¢bentry, but other local and ethnic
languages are also authorized. Principle 15 ofQGbestitution states that "the official
language and script of Iran, the lingua francat®fpeople, is Persian. Official documents,
correspondence, and texts, as well as textbookst toe in this language and script.
However, the use of regional and tribal languagethé press and mass media, as well as
for teaching of their literature in schools, isoaled in addition to Persian."

111. Therefore, members of other ethnic groupsrexmdPersian-speaking groups are not
only free to speak their own languages, but can addease publications in their own
languages and teach them in school.

112. Presently, the following publications are awitred:

(a)  Arabic language publications: There are prégeid authorized Arabic
language and 13 Arabic-Persian publications.

(b)  Azeri language publications: Present§grpu is the only authorized Azeri
language publication, but there are 126 Azeri-Rersipproved publications throughout the
country.

(c) Armenian language publications: There are theeghorized Armenian
language publications, nameldik, Hovis and Handes Grakanotian.There are also 7
Persia-Armenian and English or Assyrian publication
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(d)  Zoroastrian publications: Two publication&modad and Forouhar are
published by Zoroastrians in Persian language.

(e)  Assyrian publications: One publicatiohayame Ashourian, is released by
the Assyrian minority in Assyrian-Persian language.

) Jewish publications: There is one publicatiomder the title Asre
Khanevadeh.

(g)  Kurdish publications: There is one publicatiorder the title ofSeveh and 13
publications in Persian-Kurdish.

113. Meanwhile, there are many other cultural avdad activities related to minorities
throughout the country, including:

(a) Permits issued for music concert, theatre atideroceremonies for
Armenians, Jews and Zoroastrians (140 cases).

(b)  Extension of the work of foreign religious mgggaries in Iranian churches
(35 cases).

(c) Issuing of visas for missionaries (30 cases).

(d)  Issuing of permits for holding cultural spodsmpetitions in affiliated clubs
(19 cases).

(e) Issuing of permits for the publication of boaksder religious-cultural-social
titles for Christians, Zoroastrians and Jews.

) Cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affair Ministry of Education,
Ministry of Interior, the Organization of Culturie Police and the Ministry of Information
for settling issues related to religious minorities

(g)  Allocation of special stands for publicatiorfgeligious minorities during the
Week of the Book exhibition.

(h)  Issuing of visas for students and journalisisiting places of religious
minorities.

0] Holding of an annual reception for the meetwofgfollowers of non-Muslim
religions with the Minister of Culture.

0] Allocation of a special budget for helping affilly recognized religious
minorities in the general budget of the country.

114. The Islamic Republic of Iran, as one of thggbist victims of terrorism in the world,
is proud of its record of combating terrorism. iean laws and regulations have not
exempted any ethnic group or minority from this paign and combat.

115. By virtue of Principle 19 of the Constitutidall people of Iran, whatever the ethnic

group or tribe to which they belong, enjoy equghts; and color, race, language and the
like, do not bestow any privilege." The judicialstgm of Iran does not take into

consideration nor grant any privileges to peopleafticular religious, language, ethnic,

backgrounds, in the course of court deliberatidise attributions are not mentioned in
the records of the dossiers. Therefore, only tliminal acts of individuals are taken into

consideration, without any attention to the ethini@eckground of the accused.

Reply to Question 34

116. With reference to the description of Articlé i the third periodic report, it should
be stated that on the basis of Principles 19, 2@&rl 23 of the Constitution of the Islamic
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Republic of Iran, all people of Iran are equallptected by law and they enjoy equal rights;
and there are no exceptions to the rule. That isatstanding international standard
included in the Constitution of Iran. By virtue thiose provisions, the government has been
emphasizing protection of the legitimate rightspebple without exception. Neither legal
authorities nor the government deal with individuak claimants on the basis of their
ethnical or ideological affiliations. Thus, theegtion of the Committee is of a very vague
and accusative nature, which damages the posifitlneoCommittee for the realization of
constructive dialogue. The Islamic Republic of lemphatically expects the Committee to
adopt a fair approach to issues. We wish to empbdbat in the Islamic Republic of Iran,
no one has been arrested or prosecuted merelyedyatis of being follower of Baha'ism.
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