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The meeting was called to ordeffat 10,40 a.m. L g
SIS Bt O DR B

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SUBMITTLD BY STATHS -PARTIES UNDER ARTIOLY 40 OF. THE "yt + T3

COVENANT (agenda item 4)

1. Lt the invitation of the Chairman Mr. Khosroshahi (Iran) toock & place at the
Committee table, : ‘ .

2. Mr. KHOJSROSHAHI said that tihie dynecwic dgotrine of Islam was the ideological
foundation of the Islamic Ilevolution in Iran, in which complete submission to

God Almighty was the fundamental basis for the. preservatiop of humanity and human
freedom from all forms of human exploitation and domination. Islam and the Koran
recognized that people were distinguished by their colour, race and language, but
those superficial differences were never gllowed to be tised as a basis for ’
inequality in the enjoyment of human rights. The superficial differences were in
fact, according to the Holy Kcran, divine signe and symbols, to enable men to kmow
each other and increase their knowledge. In Islam, there was ‘only one criterion
for human superiority namely, "Taghwa" which might be translated as '"virtues or
moral and spiritual values". . man was judged for his virtues and knowledge; he
acquired praise or blame only on the basis of his acts. According to Islam and the
words of the Prophet, non-licslems living in Moslem societies were to be treated as
fellov humar leings and their lives and intereets protected. It followed in all
logic that even if there was no religious bond between peoples, their common human
dignity dictated that they should be alluowed to enjoy their legitimate rights.

3, Before referring to individual articlec of the Covenant, he wished to drawv the
Committee's attention to thrie general points, First, in spite of the formidablg
obstacles and difficulties, both internal and external, placed in the way of laying
the foundationz of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Government had at no time
suspended the freedoms and liberties, enshrined in the Covenant and in the .
Iranian Constitution. XNo state of emergency had been impos~d, nor had mart}al law
been declared. fT..e second point to note was that the reguletions gnd laws in force
in Iran at the present time fell into two distinct categories: (a) 4postf
revolutionary regulations and laws, approved by the Islamic Consultgtlve Assem§ly Qf
Iran; and (b) resulatiens extant in the pre-revolutionary era, whlck vere still in
force and had been accepted as in accordance with Islamic practice. lhg .
Islamic Consultative Assembly was at present examwining lawis andh?egulatlons ln‘
relation to criminal acts, the Code of Criminal Procedure, the Military Penal Code
and other instruments. The third point to emphasize was the absclute independence
of the judiciary. To safeguard that important principle.of the Iranlan.Copstltutlon,
“steps had been taken to incorporate military and revolutionary courts within the
framework of the Ministry of Justice.
4.  During the rest of his statement he.would provide further information onhthe
ways in which Farts I, II and III of the Covenant were implemented in Iran. 4 more
comprehensive repert would be furnished, as soon as the presen? session of the
Islemic Consultative Lssembly had completed its task of approving the laws and
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regulations he had referred to. He felt bound to emphasize that although many
articles of the Covenant were in conformity with the teachings of Islam, there
could be no doubt that the tenets of Islam would prevail whenever the two sets of
laws were in confliet. '

Article 6

5. The right set forth in article 6 was guaranteed by articles 4 and 22 of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, whigh provided: '

Article 4: '"All civil, penal, financial, economlc, administrative, military and
political laws, etc., shall-be based on Islamic tenets. This
article shall generally govern agll the articles of the Constitution
and alsc otlher laws and regulationse at the discretion of the
religious jurists, members of the Council of" Custodlans of
Islamic precepts and the Constitution”

Article 22: "The prestige, lives, ploperty,'rlghts, dvelling places and
cccupations of people shall be immune agalnst unauthorlzed entry,
unless otherwise provided by the law"

6. The death penalty was imposed in Iran for very serious offences such as murder
or armed operations against the Islamic Republic of Iran. Secntence of death was
only carried out after a final judgement, rendered by a competent court and

article 110 of the Constitution concerning the duties and authority of leadexrship
provided for the pardoning of convicts or mitigation d punishment within Islamic
criteria on a proposal by the Court of Cassation,

Article 7

7. The basic provisions on the protection of persons from torture or cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatiments or punishment were to be found in articles 38 and 39
of the Constitution; which provideds :

Article 38: '"iny terture whatsoever to induce persons to confess or to obtain
information shall be forbidden. To oblige a person to witness,
confess or swear an oath shall not be allowed, nor shall such
witness, confession or cath be valid. The party violating this
article shall be punished according to the law".

Article 39: ‘"ispersions on the honour and reputation of a person arrested,
imprisoned or exiled according to the law shall not be allowed
under any circumsiances and shall render the offender liable to
punishment®. )

Article 8

8. Iranian legislation contained no reference to slavery, since slavery wvas

never practised in Iran. However, article 43 paragraph 4, of the Constitution made
provision for szfeguarding the freedom of choosing occupations, preventling persons
from being forced to accept particular jobs and preventing their exploitation.
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Lrticle 9

9. The right in article 9 was guuranteed by articles 22 and 32 of the
Constitution, which provided:

Article 22: "The prestige, lives, property, rights, dwelling places and
occupation of people shall be immune against unauthorized
entry, unless otherwise provided by the law".

Article 32: '"Ho person shell be arrested, unless otherwise ordered by
the law., If a person is urrcsted he ‘shall be notified
in writing of the accusation against him and within
24 hours he shall be brought before a oqmpetent court,
“which shall enquire into the case at its earliest convenience,
Any person violating the provisions of this artlcle shall
be punlshed according to ihe law".. .

10. A further safeguard was contained in artlcleq 87 to: 90 of the Criminal Code
and in article 171 of the Constltutlon.

Artiole 10

11, The right in article 10 of the Covenant was guaranteed by artlcle 39 of the
Constitution, cited earlier. Iurther protection was afforded by clauses 39 to .
45 of the Prison Reégulations, in conjunction with clause 29, which reéquired the
separation of those detained prior to trial from convicted persons, and also by

the regulations governing the implementation of article 29 of the Act establishing
Juvenile courts. | ‘

Article 11

+ 124 Neither detentiocn nor imprisonment were to be ordered for defaulting on
purely eivil obligations. An act promulgated in 1973 prohbited detention or
imprisonment for inability to fulfil contractual obligations.

Article 12

12, - Article 33 of the Constitution provided that no person should be exiled from
his place of domicile or be forbidden to reside where he desired or forced to
reside in a certain rlace, unless otherwise provided by the law.

Article 13

14. Under article 1o of the Executive Instructions governing the entry into the
“country of foreign nztionals, appeals from deceisions by the immigration authorities
in regard to the issue, extension or renewal of residence permits might be submitted,

= within 15 days of nctification, to thce Ministry of the Interior. The relevant

- commission of the Miristry would then adjudicate on the request and communicate

 its decision to the immigration authorities.

e
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15. “In Iran
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all persons were equal before the courts and tribunals, in accordance
34 of the Constitution:

34: "It shall be the indisputable right of every person to seek
" to obtain justice and, to this end, all persons shall be
entitled to plead before the competent courts. Such courts
shall be open to &1l the people and no person shall be
forbidden recourse to legal remedies to which he is entitled
in accordance with the law".

140 of the Constitution was also.applicable:

140: "Charges broughf against the Presidént, Prime Minister énd‘.

ministers, as far as ordinary offences are concerned, shall
be investigated at ordinary courts of justice with prior
notification of the Majlis",

P
ST

165 of the Constitution provided:

165: "Trials shall be held in sessions with the public admitted,
except where the court decides that opan sessions would be
contrary to public decency or order, or when in private
litigation the parties thereto request that trial sessions
shall not be held in open court".

37 of the Constitution provided:

37: "Acquittal shall be the mein and valid aim and no person
shall be deemed guilty by law, unless his guilt has been
established by a competent court",

35 of the Constitution provided:

35¢ "In all courts, the parties to a cuse shall be entitled to
appoint an attorncy and, if they cannot afford a retainer,
they shzll be provided with the means to appoint and retain
an attorney". ' :

20, In addition, articles €, 7 and 8 and Notcs 8y 9 and 11 of the Revolutionary
Tribunals Procedure, paragraph D, made explicit reference to the subject. Decisions
by revolutionary tribunals were covered by article 14 of the Act setting up special
courts to deal with counter—revolutionary offences, which was worded zs follows:

Article

14: "Court decisions under the aforementioned Act are final except
in the case of death and life imprisonment, where the condemned
person may submit an appeal within 5 days. Such appeals are
to be proccssed 28 a priority task and out of the normal '
schedule. Should previcus court decisions be overruled, the
case shall be referred to ancther court”.

P e
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21, Article 171 of the Conctitution provided zs follows:

Article 171: "If the judge fails to consider rightly the merits of the case
e b - or makes an error in his judgement or in reconciliation of the *
verdict vith a particular case and thus causes someone to ; ‘
sustain material and non-material losses, he shall be responsible
“for his failure in accordence with Islamic practice; othervise
the Governmcnit shall pay for the losses incuyrred and in any case
the accused shall be rchabilitated®, I

Article 15

22. In accordance with the Civil Code of the Islamic Republic of Iran, no person
could be condemned for actions vhich arc not recéognized as offences, Sentences, for"
which provision is made in the lav, might not be imposed retrogpectively.':laﬁ,]‘

Article 16
23. Article 20 of the Constitution provided:
Article 20: “£11 persons, both men and vomen, “shall be equal under the
protection of the low and shall enjoy all human, political,

v economic, social and cultural rights, with due observance of
Islamic precepts’. T '

Article 17
24. Article

N
W
e}

=N

the Constitution provided:
“Inspection of or failure to deliver letters, tapping telephones
and disclosing telephone conversations, divulging telegramns and
telexes, censoring or failure to send or deliver such messages,
cverhearing or enguiry into other people's business shall be
prohibited, unless othorvise provided by the law".

N
(6]

Article

Article 18

25. Article 18 of the Covensnt being concerned with the freedom of conscience,
thought and religion vas in some weys sinilar to articles 12, 13, 14, 23 and 26 of
the Constitution, dealing vith the State religion of Iran, with recognized religious
minorities in Iran,.with rclations between lioslems and non-Hoslems, with freedom of
opinion .and with the freedom of Islamic or recognized religious minorities to form

parties, associatians, political groups end trade unions, in vhich any person vas to
. be permitted to participate, ‘ ' '

Article 19

26, Frcedom of expression was covered in article 24 of the Constitution:

Article 24: "The press and publications shall be free to write what they will,
! unless the metter is detrimental to the principles of Islam or
the rights of the pcoplc. The courts shall decide on the
epplication of this article".

R ‘.
g deme,
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Article 20

27. In accordance with the Act regarding punishment of racial agitators, the
publication of material aimed at the promotion of racial prejudice and hatred and
also the instigation of racial segregation, exercised against any race, colour or
ethnic group, were prohibited. Such offences vere punishable by imprisonment for
six months or g fine of up to 50,000 rials.

Articles 21 and 22

28, The right of assembly was recognized in articles 26 and 27 of the Conotitutibn.

Artlcle 26; "Partles, ausoclatlons, polltlcal groups and trade unlons and
Islamic or recognized religious minorities! societies shall be '

- free, provided that they do not violate the pringiples of
independence, liberty, national unity and Islamic standards and
the foundations of the Islamic Republic. No pelson shall be
forbidden or forced to participate in any of these”

Article 27: '"Rallies and marches should bé frce, provided that they are
unarmed and do not damage the foundations of Islam"-.

Article 23

29. Since the family was the fundamental unit in Islamic society, all laws and
regulations were aimed at facilitzting the formation of the family on the besis

of Islamic morals and values. In accordance vith clause 1670 of the Iranian Civil Codc,
a marriage contract could only be concluded with the consent of the parties concerned
Clauses 1168 and 1179 of the Iranian Civil Code, regarding the wellbeing and educatlon

~of children, were broadly equivalent to the rlghts stlpalated in article 23,

paragraph 4 of the Covenant,

Article 24

30. Article 21 of the Constitution provided:

Article 21: “The Govermment shall proceed 1o protect mothers, especially
during pregnancy and nursing and previde the necessary carc
for orphened children ... and entrust worthy mothers with the
guardianship of children, with a view to ensuring thec latter
a happy future, wherc therc is no legal guardian®,

Article 25

31. Article 25 covered some of the same ground as article 58 of the Constitution:

Article 58: "The legislative pou;r'ghall be exercised through the Majlis

which shall be a consultative assembly of representatives elected
by the people".
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In addition article 2C of the Constitution provided: e
Article 28: ‘Every percon has the right to choose, as he desires, en

occupation that is not contrary to Islam, to the public
interest and to the rights of vthers. The Government shall
provide all the people vith means of employment under equal
conditions and with due consideration to the requirement of
society for differcnt professions”.

N et NN T v b T el

Article 26

32. All Iranians of any ethnic, racial or tribal origin were entitled to enjoy -
equal rights without discrimination in regard to race, oolour of ekin or :lenguage,

Artiqle 3, peragraph 14 of the Constitution provided as follows:

Article 3: 4. The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran must
‘ ensure equal rights in every respect and equitable legal
security for men and vomen alile and equality of all the
people -before the law ' S S : '

e

Article 27

33, The right in article 27 was guarantced in Iran in articles 12 and 13‘6f the
Constitution, referred to ecarlier in connection vith article 16 of the Covenant. .

34, The CHATHILMH thanked the head of the Iranian delegation for his statemcﬁt.
He-invited the Committec to asl questions if they so wished,

35. Mr, SADT thenked the Iranian delegation for the information provided and its
willingness to ansver questions, Ilc had read the report of Iran with interest but
regretted that it did not fully conform with the guidelines provided by the
Committee (CCPR,/C/5). Iic vas plecased, hovever, to note that the delegetion had
said that it would send & lengihier report at a later date. ‘

36. Explaining his owm position, he said that in April 1979, immediately after the
Iranian Revoluticn, it had been sugmested thot the Committee should press Iran to
submit a report. Iie had opposed the request as he had considered it would not be
fair to ask for e report so soon. A4i the Committee's OCctober 1981 session, however,
he had been the first to ask that the condition of human rights in Iran be given
priority, particularly in view of the nmedia reports of conditions in that country.
He had been appalled by the reports he had heard and read of mass executione and
systematic torture. Such reports could not zll be dismissed as exaggerations,

37. Above 211 other human rights, Le placcd the right to life, without which all

- other rights were null and void. IHc did not, therefore, intend tu ask questions

about the implementation of the many other rights mentioned in the Covenant, but
to concentrate--on that single vital right. :
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%8, In the first place, he inguired how many executions hud been carried out in
Iran after the Revolution and what were the charges against those who had been
executed.  He had been gratified to hear that the death penalty was only
applicable in cases of murder and armed operations, but there had been reports that
it was inflicted for other offences. loreover, in that context, what was meant,
by armed operations? Was a person carrying a weapon and contemplating a military
operation chargeadble with a capital cifence? :
39. Above all, he wonderéd how the mass executions which had been widely reported
could possibly be considered compatible with the Koran. He, too, was a Moslem,
but failed to see any justification in the Koran for mass executions for crimes

not involving murder. The Koran preached tolerance, forgiveness, understanding
and love. He could understand that certain countries considered the .death penalty
Justified in cases of murder - though the philosophy of the Covenant aimed at
convincing countries to abolish capital punishment — but he could not believe that
all the people who.had been executed in Iran had been murderers. He had heard
that the death penalty had even been inflicted for minor soxual offences.. ..Above
all, was it true that thousands of children had been exécuted? T

N
I S

40. He realized that any revolutioniry government would be confronted by threats,
but there were reasonable ways of fighting such threats, those of thé Koran and
of the Covenant, He therefore inquired whether torture, which was not acceptable
under the Covenant, was practiscd in Iran during interrogations of alleged _
terrorists. In that connection, he asked the Chairman if the secretariat had any

documentary evidence or informition on torture and executions in Iran.

41. Finally, he inquired vhether, in Iran, the Covenant had precedence over
domestic lawe or, in other words, whether an individual could have recourse to the
Covenant in a court of law in support of his human rights. '

42. The CHATRMAN asked the members of the Committee and the representatives of
Iran gimply to ask questions at the present stage. The Iranian delegation would
be afforded time to reply at a date convenient to them. v '

43. The secretariat had no information on torture and executions in Iran.

44. Mr. OPSAHL said that the Tact th:t representatives of Iran were today before’
the Committee was worthy of note. Iran had accepted that it was still bound by
the Covenant and had sent an important delegation to the meeting as it had declared
it would do.- : ; o

45. 1In April 1979, a few months after the Revolution, when the question of asking
for a new repcrt from Iran had been raised, he had himself been in favour of

making such a request. It had not, however, been necessary, since the ‘
chargé d'affaires of Iran h.d come to the Committee at his own request and had made

@ statement which withdrew the ecrlier reports (CCPR/C/1/Add.15 and 28) as not
reflecting the reality of the situation in his country and had said that a new

report would be submitted in due course. For various reasons the Committee

had had to wait a considerable time for that report and it was therefore particularly
welcome.
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46, He reminded the Iranian delegation that the members of the Committee served
in their personal capacity, as experts on the Covenant, and not ag representatives
of Governments. ' - . -
47." As a State Party, Iran had undertaeken to respect and secure to everyone in

the ‘country - without distinction of sex, religion or political opinion - the
‘rights, inter alia, to life, humane treatment, liberty and security, as well as

to the due process of law, to privacy, freedom of thought, conscience and
religion and, further, to freedom of expression, assembly, association, family
rights and political rights, to mention only some of the key terms of the .
Covenant. . ‘The report was required to show how those rights and obligationg were ,
implemented; by what remedies they were enforezd and vhat factors and difficulties,
if -any, affected their implementation. ' 4 :

LR

48. When Iran's earlier report had been considered four years ago, meny ...
critical questions had béen asked on all those points of thoee who at that time "
had "represented the country. Well—known problems had been referred to and it R
had been hoped that the next report would demonstrate, in terms of the Covenant,
the measures adcpted and the progress made in the enjoyment of civil and political:
rights in Iran. ) o

49.- At that time, he had been one of those who believed that great changes were
needed in Iran and tnat the people of Iran itself would have to carry them out.
That was still his firm belief. All were aware of the enorwous difficulties that .
the Revolution had had to cope with and understecod that stability and progress in
human rights would not ccme at once or easily. However, ncw as before, the -

Committee had to be critical and to ask whether the report sutmitted provided a
true picture. ‘

5C. The people cf Iran had brought foreign domination and earlier domestic )
oppression to an end and the new Constitution denounced those evils. It "opened
the way towards achievement not only of real self-determination, as foreseen by
article 1 of the Covenant, but also the general principles and individual rights
laid down in the following provisions.

51. The report befcre the Committee did not, however, enable members to see
whether those aspirations had been fulfilled. The brief written report appeared
to a large degree to be a statement of principles rather than of facts. It did
not relate its comments to the provisions of the Covenant and, in particular, did.

not report on measures adopted and progress made as required by article 40 of the
Covenant.

52. The oral inforraztion provided by the Iranian representative was useful in
informing the Committse about the Constitution and other rules and regulations,

-but it was to be regretted that it had not been provided in writing. He had been

particularly interested in the reference to the law concerning the entry of

. aliens. He inquired whether it was a new law or an earlier one and would like

‘more details of how it was. implemented in the new conditions.

53. In making that vreliminary assessment, he did not propcse any conclugion at
the present stage. In Octiober 1981, some members had agreed that a less than
perfect report would have to be accepted and that what mattered was to get one, so
that the dialogue between Iran's Government and the Committee could crntinue after
the interruption. ine present repcrt said so little, however, atout the facts of

the situation that it became necessary to look elsewhere for a basis on which to make
observations and put questions.
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54. It was, of course, always possible to ask the questions which usually arose
when a State Party's report was oonsidered, taking the Covenant article by
article and recalling the Committee's guldelines. Or, as had often been done, .
the text of the Constitution as submitted could be examined and related to the
provisions of the Covenant. But at the present time, dealing with a country of
war and at a very serious moment in history, it was the Committee's task to
apply the Covenant as a yardstick on the legal and social system and the facts
of the 51tuation in Iran. If the last examinatlon of that situation had been
based on a report which did not reflect reality, as the Committee had been told,
then the present cxamination should not suffer from the same defect. Yet,
regrettably, the Commlttee appeared to be faced w1th a similar problem of
unreality unless a number of questions of law and fact could be answered. The
"Yast’ sentence of the report, which stated that certain unavoidable disorders and,
discords resulting from the Revolution had been considerably reduced did not
provide sufflcient enllghtenment .

55. "'In the first place, therefor, the ‘Committee should be furthcr enlightened
on what the fundamental role of Islamic¢ law really meant in the context of the.
Covenant, especially since the Constitution so often referred to that concept

Was Islamic law a body of rules approprlate for the governmcnt of a modern State?
The Iranian representative had implied that'in the case of a conflict betWeen the
Covenant and Islamic law, it was a foregone conc1u51on that the latter would
‘prcva11 whereas it was the Committee's view that in the context of international
law the Covenant should prevail. s '

56. He had heard it stated that the Koran proclaimed "mischief through the land"
or. ae commonly translated in English "corruption on carth" a capital offence. |
Was it true that capital punishment had been based on that concept and what did
it mean? Moreover, was it in accordance with artlcles 6 and 14 of the Covenant?

57. The next fundamental question to which answers were required concarned the
emergency so eloquently described in the’ second half of pace 3 of the report.
The 'influence of the emergency on the operation of law and order was only
1mpllcitly commented upon. ' For the purposes of the Committee and of the
Covenant, much more informztion should be provided about the nature of the .
emergency, whether rights under thc¢ Covenant had been derogated from, how, and
the reasons thorefor.. On that point, the Committee required information not
only in the light of article 4 of the Covenant but also under the general
comment 5/13 set out in''the Committee's last report to the United Nations
Géneral Assembly (Official records: Thirty—sixth session Supplement No. 40
(A/36/4O annex VII)),

56. Since other members of the Commiitee were waiting to speak, he would only
briefly mention a number of other points on which he felt information was
needed In addition to the use of the death penalty information should be
provided on the nature and procedure of trials, the use of imprisonment or
arrest, detention awaiting trial, and the treatment of prisoners. Many other
issues might be raised such as the position of women and of groups such as the
Bahai propaganda for war’ and such punsihment as flogging.
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59. 1In conclusion, he reiterated his view of the importance of the presence of
the Iranian delegation at the meeting and expressed the hope that a dialpgue R
would be established as regards the system underlying the Iranian Constitugipgpjz
vis-3-vis the values expressed in the Covenant, which he hoped would prevail =~ |
in Iran under whatever forp of government. = © T e

. 60. Mr. PRADO VALLEJO said that he welcomed the presence of the Iranian
delegation. As a citizen of a third world country he sympathized with tbe .
Iranian people in their struggle to assert their political rights and escape

!

. - from the economic oppression they had endured for many years. He was glad ;on‘“;

learn that the Iranian Government would submit a new report since the reporf
before the Committee did not follow the guidelines regarding the form and’ T
content.  He hoped the ncw report would deal with certain aspects of_th§ﬁ§i;u%p
in“Iran concerning the protection of human rights which disturbed him, "~ °7

~

e e
R

3on
. 2
61. As a non-Moslem he had difficulty in understanding how a constitutional" L
Law based on the principles of the Koran could be compatible in gvery respect ',
withthe Covenant. How could a legal system based .on’ the ‘precepts of a_éing%g'ﬁ;
religion protect all the human rights enshrined in ‘the ‘Covenant? Iran had’ =~
experienced a profoundly religious revolution, the objective of 'which was to,
change the legal structure of the country and break away from colbhialiég:de s
economic- dependency. But the Committee was bound to ask whether the Iranian =~
revolution had improved the situation with regard to the exercise of human rights.
Was there better respect for human rights in Iran now than before the revolutiqn?

62. In the constitutional Law a number of articles relating to human rights
contained restrictions. For example, article 20 stated that all persons were
equal-under the protection of the law and enjoyed all human, political, ‘economic,
- social 'and cultural rights "with due observance of Islamic precepts". Article 21
guaranteed women's rights but "with due observance of Islamic precepts®, 'He
wished to know how Islamic precepts guarantezd equality of the sexes. In

article 22 the prestige, lives, property, rights, dwelling places and occupations
of people were immune against encroachment '"“unless otherwise‘provided by laq".“ N
He would like more information on what was "provided by law". Article 24 stated
that the press und publications were free with the provisc unless such writings
were "detrimental to the foundations of Islam or the rights of the people", 'Whéhf
decided on the rights of the people? Article 26 was concerned with the right bf'
association which was guaranteed provided it did not "violate the pripciples of;’
independence, liberty, national unity and Islamic standards and the-fouﬁdétigﬁ‘ i;
of the Islamic Republic". The proviso implied a certain restriction. A similar
proviso appeared in article 27 guaranteeing freedom for rallies and marches .
"provided that they are unarmed and do not damage the foundations of Islam", He °
would welcome clarification on all those matters. 5y
63. He was concerned at the concentration of power implied in article 107 and,'ﬁ
wondered how it affected the exercise of human rights. In particular, he wished
to know whether the constitutional Law guaranteed an independent judiciary ’
capable of ensuring that the Iranian people enjoyed full human rights. The'
reference in article 110 to thc appointment of the highest-ranking official
of the judicial bench east Some doubt upon the impartiality of the judiciary.'

He would also like morec information concerning the “Supreme Judicial Council"

mentioned in article 157 and its effect on the independence of the Judiciary.
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64. In page 4 of the Iranian report (CCPR/C/1/4dd.58), paragraph (b) 3 mentioned
that article 173 of the Constitution provided for investigation of litigations,
complaints and protests of the public against government officials by & tribunal
known as the "Administrative Court of Justice". - He wished to know what injustices
or oppressions had been committed by government employees or units which hed led to
the establishment of that tribunal. o ' o '

65. There appeared to be a-distinction between principles and practice regarding
the exercise of human rights in Iran. Information was required regarding the '
existence of special tribunals in Iran. In &ll countries special tribunals posed
a threat to humen rights. It had been alleged that 4,000 judgements had been made

alleged summary executions. It had been reported that many members of the Bzhai -
faith had been tried by special tribunals. Article 13 of the Constitutional Leaw |
guaranteed freedom for three religious minorities but did not eppear to include {:@

EE
STl e

66, The Iranian report laid down certain principles which he accepted, but did net -
give a complete picture of the situation regarding human rights in Iran.  The head -
of the Iranian delegation had provided an interesting verbal report which did not
clarify the situation. What were the legal channels open to'an Iranian citizen who
felt he had been deprived of his rights? He appreciated that in a ocountry undergoing
a total change of system of government there might be abuses by people in authority
and that it might be necessary to establish tribunals to deal with them. When a
State Party submitted a report it should provide information in relation to each
article of the Covenant. Members would like to know what difficulties the Iranian
Government had expericnced in implementing those articles.

67. Sir Vincent EVANS welcomed the preésence of the representatives of Iran and
thanked the authorities of that country for the report they had submitted. The"
willingness to furnish additional particulars was also greatly appreciated, since
the report did not contain the detailed information concerning the measures taken
to implement the Covenant which the Committee normally expected. However, the
Committee had to recognize that there had been a revelutionary situation in Iran
and that the process of reviewing and changing the laws to give effect to the

yrinciples of the Revolution was still under way. In any eveni, the report and the

Constitution, taken together, provided at least a basis on which the Committee could
proceed in accordance with article 40 of the Covenant.

68, Iran had one of the oldesi civilizations in the world. It was elso one of the
most important Islamic States in the modern world. It was therefore not surprising
that events in Iran were followed with a great deal of attention in other countrics.
It was the Committee's duty to raise matters which it considored to be of concern
regarding the implementation of the Covenant and, by elucidating the issues, to try
to promote the due observance of the rights contiined in it.

€9. One important question was the status of the Covenant itself within the new
constitutional framework. The Covenant was & treaty or international agreement, and
every State Party to it had the obligation, as a metter of international law, to
ensure that its laws und practices gave cffect to the rights set forth in the
Covenant. In meny countries such treuties became an integral part of the domestic
legal system and their provisions became dircetly applicable by the courts and
administrative authorities of the State. The actuzl provisions of the Covenant
could be invoked by the individual in proccedings before the courts and in his
relations with the administrative authorities. That was probably the most direct
and effective wey of giving effect to the provisions of the Covenant in the domestic
legal system of the State concerned. It would be interesting to know what the
position was in that respect in Iran.
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70, Article 170 of the Constitution provided that judges of justice courts should
refrain from administering government decrecs and regulations in so fer as they were
contrary to Islamic laws. Likewise, the Council of Custodians, under chapter & of the
Constitution, had the responsibility to ensure that enactments of the Majlis were
consistent with Islamic tenets. The Covenant reflected what the international
- community, including meny States with an Islamic tradition, considered to be
universally appliczble minimum standards of human rights. It would therefore be
. interesting to know whether there were any provisions of the Covenant which might
** be considercd to be contrary to Islamic laws or tenets., However, that was unlikely
to be the case, since the seminar sponsored by the University of Kuwait in December
1980 had concluded that Islam was the first to recognize ‘basic human rights and
almost 14 centuries ago had set up guarantees and safeguards that had only recently
been incorporated in universal declarations of human rights. That was probably -a
#xeference- to the Universzl Declaration of Human rights and the Internatienal Covenant
on Civil cnd Politic:l Rights. The seminar had gone on to conclude thaet in tho Islamic
concept, humen rights and freedoms were not attributed to Nature but were considered
to be gifts of God in accordance with the Islamic faith., Thet confers on them an -
added measure of venerction, prestige and sanctity to protect them from inrocads by
the ruling authorities, lent them the qualities of completeness and universality,
and rendered them inalienable and irrevocable. ' ' :

11, - Since the courts of a country had an essential role to play in safeguarding the
rights of the individual by ensuring remedies in the event of alleged violations of
those rights, it would be helpful if the Committee could be given much fuller
information on the judicial systcm of Iran than was to be found in the report or in
the Constitution. It could be deduced frow the Constitution that there wes a
Supreme Judicial Ccuncil responsible for the creation of appropriate judicial
organizationg, a Supreme Court of Cassation and an Administrative Justice Tribunals
Furthermore, article 159 of the Constitution provided that there should be

"justice courts" to deal with litigation and complaints. Presumably, in addition to
the Administrative Justice Tribunal, there were civil courts and criminal courts.
What courts, were there, and had there been, since the Revolution? Who were the
Judgeg, and vhat gquelifications must they hcve? How were they appointed? Had any
members of the foermer judiciary been appointed or had they been replaced, possibly
by Judges with specizl qualifications in Islemic law?. Had there been, and were there,
any special oourts to dcal with the cmergency situation created by the Revolution,
and in particular tc deal with political or security offences?

72. Article 14 of ihe Covenant laid down the rules of due process of law designed-

to ensure that the individual was given a fair trial. They were, in a sense, obvious

and elementary, Nevertheless, they were of great importance in the administration

of any system of justice, They guarcontecd a fair and public hecaring by a competent,
independent and impertial tribunal; the presumption thet a person was innocent

until he was fourd zuilty; adequate time and facilities for an accused person to

prepare his defence; the assistence of a frecly chosen lawyer; the right to have
witriesses heard and examined; and also the right of anyone convicted of a crime to

~ have his conviction and sentence reviewcd by &« higher tribunal according to law. ’ "
Had those requirements been duly observed in the courts since the Revolution?
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73. Article 6 of the Covenant dealt with the right to life, vhich had been
described as the supreme right. The reprecentative of Iran, in his ppeningw
comments, had drawn attention to a number of requirements laid down in the
Constitution which gave effect to that right. Article 6 of the Covenant provided,
inter slia, that no one should be arbitrarily deprived of his life and laid down
a number ‘of conditions for the usec of the death penalty, stating that it should be
imposed only for the most serious crimec, that it might not be imposed on persons
under the age of 18 or on pregnant women, Furthermore, in addition to the right
of appeal ‘or review required by article 14, paragraph 5, of the Covenant,

article 6, paragraph 4 requirced that enyone sentenced to death should have the
right to seek pardon or commutation of the sentence. People in cther countries
had been profoundly concerned at the number of executions - sometimes mass .
executions - reported to have been carried out in Iran since the Bevolution.
Moreover, “those executions had talken place in a’ summary mamner and without any.

real opportunity foxr, appeal or revieuv of the gonviction and sentence, as yeauired

by the Covenant, The concern felt had been all the greater because the exXeoutiops .
had been taking place at a time when the trend in other countries was to atolish

—

the death penalty, Indeed, many countries had already abolished the death ppnalty o

even.for the most serious offences. The Kuvait seminar to which he had referred

earlier had found that cepital crimes were limited and carefully defiped ih“1313micili,

law, - Political offences that vere punishable by death in some States vere dealt
with differently under Islamic law, wvhich did not alloy the death penalty. for such
offences. Was that so? If it vas, how were the hundreds of executions which had
been reported since the Revolution to be justified? For what offences was the '
death penalty applied in Iran? Vas it ever applied in the case of persons under
the age of 187 Had all the trials been conducted with the necessary guarantees

end safeguards, including the right of appeal or revieu?

T4. Article 7 of the Covenant prohibited the use of torture or of cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment, and article 10, paragraph 1 required that all
persons deprived cf their liberty should be treated with humanity and vith respect
for the inherent dignity of the human person. One of the serious charges against
the previous régime in Iran had been the use of torture by the police and security
services. Article 38 of the Constituiion provided that any torture vwhatsocver to
make people confess or to obtain information should be forbidden., Such a straight
?rohibition vas necessary, but even a conctitutional provision was not enough and
in that connection a number of auestions arose. For example, what measures was the
Qovernment of Iran nov taling to cnsure that detained persons were not tortured or
ill-treated? What regulations vere there concerning the treatment of detained
persons and how was the enforcement of those regulations supervised? Vere there
any arrangements for prisons and other detention centres to be visited by persons
vho were independent of the prison authorities and who vere empovered to rcceive
any complaints and to have them investigated? Vhat procedures vere available for
those purposes? Hou effective verc they? liad any arrangements been made for
prisone and detention centrec in Iran to be visited by representatives of the
International Coumittee of the Red Croecs., Those questions vere questions vhich he

had put to the representatives of all reporting States vho had appeared before the
Committee, '

75. Article 9 of the Covenant contained a number of safeguards against arbitrary
arrest and detention. The report gave no information regarding the implementation
of those provisions, and it was important for the Committee to know how they were
complied with in Iran. The Committee's attention had been drawn to articlc 32 of
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e Constitution vhich contained irportant provisions regerding persons vho were
eccuscd of criminal offences, but vere ihere any persons detained for political or
security reasons without being brought to trial? Hovw many such persons werc there?
For how long had they been in custody? Under vhat lcgal zuthority vere they
detzined? Were persons deprived of their liberty for vhatsoever reason entitled
lo take proceedings before the courts to have the lawfulness of their detentiom "~ ™
db.ermined as required by article 9, paragrapl 4 of the Covenant?

76. Article 1C of the Covenant required that everyone should have the right to g
Irecdom of though congeicnce and religion, that no one should be subject to i
ceercion vhich vould ivpair his freedom to have or io adept a religion or beliefl
of his chioice, and that freedon 1o manifest one's religion or belief might be
subject only to such limitations a2t vere prescribed by lav and vere necessary to .-
protect rublic safety, ordei, health, or morals or the fundamental rights and o
frecdoms of others. Article 27 of the Covenant also praotected the rights of L
rcligious minorities., The rights of certain nemed minorities vere recognlzed by f
article 13 of the Constitution. Howcver, vhat vas the p051tlon of other rellglous N
minorities, including the Bahais? 4 resolution adopted earlier in 1982 by the
United Nations Commission on Hunin Rights contained a reference to the perllous
situation facxng the Behais in Iran, and it was lmowm that =a number of the leaders
of the Bahai fzaith in Iran had been exccuted, although it was one of the tenets of |}
their faith thet they chould not engagc in pulltlc That matter was of profound i

international concern, and it would be appreciated if the representatives of Iran
could coument on it, ’

DAL o

RO o

The mecting rose at 1.5 , ..




PR L bl B
JTF

a“

L

COVENANE Distr. .
GEWERAL LT 1 9 {4ty
O CIVIE, AND WERAL SR 12
e . CCPR/C/SR.365
FOEITICAL BIGHTS 19 July 1982
ENGLISH

Original: FRENCH

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE
Sixteenth session

SUMYARY RECORD OF THE 365TH MEETING
Held at the Pelais des Nztions, Geneva,

on Thursday, 15 July 1982, at 3 p.m.

Chzirman: Mr. MAVROMMATIS
later: Ifr, GRARFRATH
CONTENTS

Consideration of reports submitted by States pariies under article 40 of the
Covenant (continuedg

Iran (continued)

This record is subject to correction.

Corrections should be submitted in one of the working languages. They should
be set forth in a memorandum and also incorporated in a copy of the record. They
shovuld be sent within one week of the date of this document to the Official Records
Editing Section, rocom E.6108, Palais des Nations, Geneva.

Ary corrections to the records of the public meetirngs of the Committee at this
ssion will be consclidated in a single corrigendum to be issued shortly after the
¢ of the sessionm,

m

CZ.82-11527




COPR/T/5%.365
vom: 2 :

[
(e}

ihz mzoting wes csll

to crder 2% 3.29 p.m.

CCHSIDERATION OF RSFCRTS SURM{ITTED BY STLTES FARTIES UIDER ARTICIE 40 OF THES
COVERLNT (a2gende item 4) (continued)

'\
e
H

% s
H
5

w N O m

ubmitted later. He yas
rezliized that after
ry field. It was one cf

w
ol
3
[¢1]
g
H
ot
=
3
=
= o

4 W
H
0

3
m
<

ot
ot 30O
) ct
s
"I
nr
[S I~ Bt ;h
3

[
,g.
7 ot
0
cr o+ H- @

H
ct+ M
Fogiy)]
o+
(V2 le

.
m

=
%}
3
H
s oo 0O N

M

e 8
ct-
<

| P

c+ ia 2o

=
i3
=
2

o+ O
Ha )
L
o~
”3‘
o
}_.
n
n

2 o+

[

V)]

o

©

H

0

P

o

w

ct

(e}

d

H

W

m

®

3

c

C*-

jag

. he e
Covcnant in I. an.

. With regard to article 1 of the Ccvenant concerning self-dete rmination, hs

kcd «nether infcrmation could be given in a future report cn the Governmcnt’

icn with regerd to cerfain minorities and the cpportunities particularly legal
vnities, ocpen tc them to achieve self-determinztion. With regard to erticle 2,
: nat tha exact position of the Ceovenanti was in domestic law. From his
reading of the Ceonstitution he gathered that in the event of conflict the Constitution

3. hrticle 2, psragraph 1 of the Covznant concerned the principle cf
non-discrimineticn, which ssemed %o bz the subject of article 19 of the Constitusion

He roted that the prohibited grounds for discriminzticn listed@ did nct include sexy

religicn, politiczl or other opinion, naticnzl or social origin, proparity, birth cr
other status, 211 of vhich were of grezt importance. In the same ccnnection, he
pointed cut that artlcle 20 of the Constitution provided that all psrsons, bcth men
and vomen wers ecu "under the protecticn of the law", and not "before the law' es
v2s provided in c*ulCle 26 of the Constitution which, with article 3, should be rez?
in conjunctien with article 2, paragreph 1. e would be grateful tc know the

significance of <z2 term Yeguel under the protection of the law", with perticuiar
refersnce to s m::’s rights, which wers according to article 21 of the Constitutio-
guaranteed v t; leric precepts. Pid the latiter expression imvly
some restric have access on an esquel basis with men tc 211 ferms
cf emnlo men the judiciary, the legel professicns, thc police)?
Could they drs G were they eble ic perticipate in zublic life?
Finally, wna 2t enactzd to guarantee the epplication f 81tlLle =
»f the Ccvenan s rarties undertock to ensure the eocuzl right of
men and women 2ll civil and political rights?

4, With furthsr raference to discrimination, he had some misgivings about religiocu:

Giscriminetion ich was the subjﬁct of article 1€ of the Covenant and sesmed 1o Ye
czalt with in axt: cles 13 and 14 of the Constitution which referred tc Zeroastrizn,

Jewieh and Christ Iraniars. He wondered whether that meant that the Raha'i wero
nct reccgniz the Constitution and what their position was. He wondered alsc

e

<

ald renounce his religion and became a convert to another reiicion
rzligicus faith and 'hbtne* the laws, which were said to bhe

(©




CCFE/C/SR. %65

NAET 3

tesed on the teschings of the Koran, provided for the represzsien of r negcies and
Bahe'is. Acccrding to erticle 14 of the Constitution, the pr1n01rle 2t Muslinms
should rzspcct the rights of non-iiuslims epplied to non-Muslims who dld nc+ "vlot"
ageinst Islam and the Islamic Republic of Iran, He would like to kncw what the |
word "plot" meant in that context since refusing to ve a Muszlim or being & missicnary

T € i
nignt e considered as plotting against Isianm

5. Turning to the guestion of rcmedies (article 2, paragreph 3) he sa2id that he
would Ye grateful for fu*thor lﬁfCExcthn regarding the jurisdiction of the State
Inspacicrate Gernerzl and the Ldministrative Court of Justice mantioned in the report
(cerm /;/ﬁdu.B.) The relations of the twe organs with othsr courts and their

to remedies, which were essentizl in ensuring respect for human rights. It weuld
te helpful if the next report included informzticn on the legal stetus of the
revoluticnary gusrds, the reveluticnary presesutors and the rovolutionary courts and

[}

legal status Gnd functions were rnct made clezar. Moreover, there was no reference
bicl
Iy

their relaticnsrnip with the crdinary courts. Vhat was their jurisdiction and with
vhich offences 4id they deal? VWhat was thoir relaticnship with the crdinary police
force and the crdinary courts? The.report rzferred 1o the proclamation of the

"Year of the Lzw" and the reducticn of '"ithe unaveidable discrdsrs zrd discords

resul ting from tn2 revolution'. The stetement implied thet there hzd been discrders,
scme of which might rzasconzbly Te supposed te heve been the fault of State officizals..
Had such caszs t2sn brought tefors the courts end if sc what hzi been ths outcome?

E. Turning to ariicle 4 of the Covenant, he hzd boen glad to learn thet article 79
of the Constitutz néver teen invoksd, 2 remarkable achievement in view of the
difficuities Ira: had experienced. -Stetes wers of course eniitled tc derogate from
some articles cf +re Covenant even in ncrmal times (zriicles 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 and
12 and 14) but in the case of articles 6 and 7 dsrogetion we's never permissitle.

He would like to bteliesve that the Iranian Government kad nsver derogated from those

‘articles.

7. Article ¢ -7 the Covenant called for z mumber of comments. There had bzen
reperts in cfficizl Iranian newspapers ani broadcasts of executions, the nunber cf
vhich wes unkncwn and which had crzated snxiety throughout the human rights movement.
Thz internaticnal comrunity hzd been informed of siztements by high ranking members

the Iranien judic 1a*y the authoenticity cof which he would like +9 Vur’;V For.
exemrle, a senicr Judge hed suggested thet the crganizers of 2 particular demonstiration
should rot bo Trruzh before the courts but should e ruit against 211 &nd shot.
Fe wondered : 1 that kind reflected the official position of the
Goverrment and leader of the »evolution %ad teken appropriate
corrective mees: reragranh rovided that nc ore should te
arbltrgrlly T2 Eivery S rerty was under a2 duty to investigate

allieged depxiv uwch as fo :emple the phenomencn of "disappearances",

whlch ‘nad bzen t~" izl sw y the ¢nited Netions. Hed there heen
en investigetiocn ance in August 1980 of 11 )

1 meroers of the Baha'i
community and i '

R, With refer: nalty, whick weas the subject of article €,
parasgratin 2 he z z of doazth couwld Yo impiszd in the case of
gdultery, the oo A3, thes practics of homoseruwelity in privete
tetween consenti TeIed By the vagu: ters cppesition ¢ Islam.
srticle &, rers: snht,dc of 2zzth couli only be impeszd in
eccordznca wiin the time of the cimmigsion of the crims Vs
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the death penalty imposed in Iran zxclusively for crimes under the vznal cede?  Were
those provisions a simple prclongation of the cods in force under the formar régime
or hed thesy been enacted ty the rresent régime and were they ccuched in sufficiently
explicit terms to enable zvervone to know whzt he had %o face?

9. Other mambers of th: Committes had stressed the iwportencs of enetling anyone
sentenced to death to seck pardon. Commenting on esrticle 110, paeragraph € of the
Constitution under which ihs leadership was smpowsreg topardon convicts or sitigate
their punishment, he asized whethar it was certein thzt ezch and EVEXY C2se yas
submitied to the leaderskip. e was disturbed by reports thati children undexr

1€ yzars of age had been exscuted. He wicndered also whether ariicle 6, peragreph 5
of the Covenant prohititing ths execution of rrsgnant women was resvectaed in Iren.
Finally he asked whether steps had been teken to abclish the dzath pern2lty or at
least to reduce the muzber of crimes for which sentence of dezth might be imposed.

1C6. Turning to article 7, e noted that erticle 38 of the Iranian Constituiion
ferbade the use of terture to induce perscns to confess or to cbtzin infommztion and
ses in which terture wes prohibited. Hzd there

for example been instances in vhich torture had been inflicted on persons regarded

as renegades? Did citizens ¢ to choose between renouncing their feith and death?
Ezd allzgstions of toriure teer investigated and if so what had the results of the
investigation tzen? If capital punishment was retained, the very least that could
be done. was tc minimize ihe sufferings of parsons put to death. In that connecticn

. stoning ené flegging were still practisad. He asked also whether
the right hends of 4hieves were still amputated, which was a renzlty a2kin to torture
and thus contrary to article 7 of the Covenznt. PFinelly he came to a question which
i asked the represenistives of all States Parties with regard to article 7 reced in
conjunction with articles 10 and 23. Wers persons deprived of liberty atle to
freely contact their farilies and were there ieasuras or laws prohibiting the helding
of prisoners incommunicade and guaranteeing the right of detained persons tc have a
lawysr?

11l. Turning to article 9 of the Covenant, which was tc some extent covered by
article 32 of ihe Censtitution, he zsked vhether the rzvolutionary courts were
required to obssrve thet zrticle zngd whether 211 the recuirements of the article
(obligation tc inforr the accused cf the charges zgainst him, rslsase on bail 2nd the
ramedy of hatoas corpus) were ra2spected in 211 cases.

S

12. Turning to erticle 1C of the Covenant he asked whether Iranisn lav satisfied 211
the razquiremenis of paragrephz 2 (a) erd (b) and paragraph 3.

13. Article 33 of the Constitution, like article 12 of the Covenant, prohitited
exile tut the proviso "unless otherwise provided by law'" called for explanation in
view of its resirictive crarzctzr. Moreover, article 39 of the Constitution rlainly
erivisagzd exile, There =zgzin scime explanation was necessary.
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14, rticle 14 of the Covenant was subject to no re:triction'exccpt in the case of
ILDl’C emergency. As the report of Iren Gid net give irnformation on the subject, he

a2zlzed how the indevendence of the Judiciery, & rrincinle embo 1ec in earticle 14,

noragraph 1, Uz ~C_C~quQ8Q in Iran. e noied thet under certain ci rcaJ:tances

Juiges could be dlsmissed (arulcle 157). Vere there lews ard 1 e&alatlona governing
i 3 T the Constituition the

7

such Cismissals? Ie ﬁOuLL that e c
cuelilicaticons of o judge vere prescrived by law in accordance with Moranic Drécepis.
He vondered whcthfr it wes »ossible for a Christian or Jev or a member oi the Baha'i
cormunity to btecome e judge or vhether it was essentizl to De a Ijuslin. With
reference to the ”lghu to a »ublic heering he inguired in vhat circumstances the
femilies of accused nersons vere entitled to be present in court, vhat onporiunities
accused persons hed in practice to see their lawyers and the vosition of the .
tar association. It had Dbeen reported that the president of the Tehren bar
association and a number of .magistrztes had been arrested. Turther informaticon vould
Le welcome on the laws and measures afopted to ensure that the accused's advocate and
; P

neer relatives could be present in cocurt.
referred to the accused's right to free legal t
Legal assistance secmed to be proviced for in article 35 of the Constitution bul
further informstion on the way in vhicn the rule vas applied would be velcome.
Information. would alQO bc velcome on practices in regard to the examination of
witnesses and, vith regerd to article 14, peregraph 5, the right to have convictions
and sentences revweved especially in the case of serious offences. TFinally vith
resard to compensation in the event of a misca 1r1a¢e of Jjustice or the reversal of
conv1ct10n»(ar icle 14, paragraph 6) he asked shether it was true, as article 171 of
the Constitution seemed to sugmest that compensztion vas only envisaged in ceses
vhere a judge had failed to conzider the meriis of the case rightly or had nade an
error. He wonlered vho Cecided whether a Jjuége was a2t fault and vhat significance
vas to be attached to the phrase "responsible in accordance vith Islamic practice"?

ragraph 3 (1) of the same article
e

. Turning to article 15 of the Covenant, he aslked under vhat laws persons were
ied for offeruc cormitted under the previcus-government, having regard to the fact
et the Islamic Republic had not been able tc enect many laws since taking power.
urning-to articie.l7, he asked for further information on the aspvlication of
article 25 of ths Constitution which prohibited inspection of meil, the ¢isclosure of

‘telephone converzations end telegrams, televhone te rpwng, etc. DReferring to

article 23 . of the Constitutlon,.he aslzed vnhether parenis could deterriine the
education of th-ir children in accercéonce with their opirions or whether they had no

) 1 ot

ear to possess the "ellgvouq

such choice. Religious minorities in Iran ¢id not app

rights mentioned in article 18 of the Covenant. The suvject-natier of article 19
the Covenant wes dealt with in articles 23 enn.24 of the Cor s»1tuuwov. Lrticle 2A
provided that the press was frece provided the metier writien wvas not cetrimental to
the rinciples cf Islem, The terms used vere vegae and it would be interesting to
Inow was nezat,

16. ith rezsrd to article 20 it had alreaCy been mentioned that one levw enacted
.uude_ the old ré-ime vas still in force but its scope should be explained. The

rights set out in article 24 of the Covenant were deelt vith in article 21 of the
Constitution. Ie would lilte to kmnov vhat parasraph 5 of unau article meanv,.
Turning to articie 25 of the Covenant, he wondcred how the rights set out in that

article vyere sz verded in a sisve fouhund on »zligicn. In that connection

if he had insuflficient means.
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article 64 cf the Constitution guaranteed the rights of 2 nurber of minoritie
zoroestrians, Jevs, Assyrian end Chaldean Chrlctlans, and north and south 4rm
Christians, but i might be zsked why there was no provicion for the Baha'i.
kl y rights set -out in article 27 of the Covenant, he
tvetion in Ir
et:nic, 1vnc
those minowiti
rme, he heped that
of Iran so that th
ihe °1uuatlon in Ira" wzth regerd to the right

Sy
eniezn

n. The information vrovided es arlier by
stic, religicus and other minorities. He
g had schooWS and could use their ovm
froitful dialecgue would be initizied
ommittee ald be Drooe“1y informed of
s [ out in the Covenant.
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aid thet in view of the chs anges resulting from the change of rdgine
ittee hed asked for 2 report so that it could consider vhethe
tion now conformed to the requirements of +he International Covenant on
ticel Rights., 4t the time the request had been made, there had been
many alarming crts concerning Iran, some of them from relieble sources. The
Iranizn Govermmeni's re esponse had been positive. In New York the Iranian
Chergé d’Af¢~1*e tal appeared before the Committee to male a statement regarding the
situation in Irzn =nd in Bonn the Iranian Anmb assador in the Federal Republic of
Germany had come %o answer the Committee's cuestions. Unfortunately, the revort
(CCDn/C/l/zda.,b) Zran had finally submitted, which was now before the Comglttee, vias
notv satisfactory, Tke *epovt, vhich had been very 10n5 aveited, was not writien in
accordance vith the guidelines concerning form and content set out'iv ' '
document CCPR/C/22. He velcomed the collaborztion which was being established with

© ‘but considered that the Cormittee would have to reguest

the Government cf Iran
another more satisfac ctory and more detailed renoru.

o
S
Cﬂ\rl1 and Poli

18. Xe noted thzi in Iren Islem vas invoked to Justify the revolutionary situation
and said that as & practising lfuslin he believed that reli gion should not enter into
the epplication of the Covenant.‘ Islan vas undoubtedly & comprehensive religion
gdve*nlng all hurmen activities but religion had uo be set aside when a country
acceded to an ¢tfer 1ebicnel instrument. He regre ted that a religion es pure as
Islam was being risrevresented and that the impression was b2ing given that Islam

was not adgpted to the twentieth century. L4t the Previous meeting it had even becn
asked whether Islex was consistent with the Intermational Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights znz precepts in conflict with she Covenant, such as for example a
denial of ohv cerecilty of wemen to beor vitnesg, had been attributed to Islam. He
assured the Ccrmoitiee that that ;J“Grbretauwon of Islam was incorrect. Islam
respected huJan rights, civil, p olitical, econcmic, social and cultural. Reports in
the media in Iran scemed to show houever that the Iranwan Government had little
resy-ct for humen rights. Observers begen to wonder vhet human rights were not being
violeied in Iran, Te hoped that information would be vrovided to shov that the
n

e
provisions of the Covenant were in fact respected in Iran.

recific guestions. The first related to minorities, whose right to
n should be safeguarded by the Constitution even if they wvere not
ission on Humen Rights, the Irenien Delegztion had di squalified
5 she grounas that they h‘a had connections with Savalk wnder the
2e.  Zovever that might be, the Committee should be told vhether all

19. He hed tvwo
freedom of exp
luslinms, T
some minoriti
vrevicus rég




norities had frecdom of exrrecsion
and triael. e wished to Ymow wheths
the moment of zrrest and vhether h-
counsel for the defence must be eni
suggested that those judicial seicg
opinion might hovever %e misinfomm
should inrdicate vhether the facts ve:
conformity uwith the Covenant. HEHe hoped
replics and wouléd establish fruitivl co-on

20, lir. TRIACCRL expressed regret thet ©
the diificulties of implementation of the
how far a s,stmm or huzgn ﬂi-ntg vas inco

ecific
base“ on Islanlc gtan'arus, xnlch might ceuse pronlems,
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wrtizulerly with regerd
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parti 3 to
the implementation cf zrticles 2 to 5 of the Covenant. The principle of
non-discrimination embedied in the Covenant required z multi-religious rigime,
Elthough axticle 14 of the Iranian Constituticn referred to Islamic ecuivy, the
article was only vzlid in the case of those vho did not engage "in any piotiing
vhatsoever ageinst Islam and the Islamic Republic of Irzn". It was necessary uo

‘know what that prov151on meant in relaticn to article 5 of the Ccvenant.

21, He rebuested clarification on the relationship between axrticles 22, 24, 27, 32,
33, 34 and 38 of the Iranian Coustituticn znd the provisions of the Covenant.
Article 22, for example, steted that the prestige, lives, property, rights, dwelling
places end occupations of the people should be immune egeinst encroachment "unless
otherrise provided by law". That provise, lilie the »rovisos in the other articles
had referred teo, gave rise 1o misgivings 1bouz thie possibility of 11tcvnret1nb the
Constitution in conformity with the Covenant. Article 38 forbade "any torture
vhatsoever to induce people to confess or to obtain infeormation". The article was
rnot in conformity with the no-torture clzuse in the Covenant, which was general and
unrestricted, '

=2
®

22. Article 150 siazted that the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps would centima
to perform its role in safeguarding the revelution apd its outcome. He wished to
know whether the g;ards observed State orders and how their actions related to the
rights exbodied ir the Covenant, He would welcome clarification of the way in
vhich the provisions concerning the aumlnls‘“atlon of juctice in article 156 were
applied by the militery courts., e hopeld the representatives of Iran would
uncéerstand the misgivings of members COHCC”nlhb the epplication cf the Covenent in
Iran and would remove those misgivings by answering the many questions eslked.

2%, Mr. AGUILAR ncted that States which hecame Parties to the Covenent had to meke

2 nunber of cormitments, including those under article 2, paresgrephs 1 and 2. The
drafters of the Covenant had established a system to encure obsexvance of the
Covenent, including the Humen Rights Commitiee, which wes composced of persons of
high NOV"1 character vith recognized competence in the field of humen rights, and
representative of the various 'ﬁographlcal reqione and forme of civilization and the
principal legel systems. The Committee's main fUMCulCh vas to consider the reporte
of States Parties, vhich were intended to weview faclors affeciing the implementation
f the Covenani, as vell as progwess mafc. It would hieve been ucciul therefere to
eceive informziticn concerning the difficulties encountered in Irenm folleowing the
evoluticn, since —Pe Gifficulties wroulé have oxpleined eny viclatvions of human

ights thet mighv e taken vnlace zlthough they would not just
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24. AL dielogue between the Commiviee and the representatives of reporting
States was helpful to other States Parties and wes designed to procote uni?orm
implementation of the provisions of the Covenant in a2ll States Partiies. Given
the fact that the dialogue was useful to all, the relevence or otherwise of the
questions asked veas a2 secendary issue. The- questions or comments cf members
éould not be interpreted as reflecting political or other positions, still less
as condemnations, The Committee was not 2 cours befcre which States had to
appear. The sole purpcse of the questions addressed o the Iranian delegation
was to provide the Committes with information about *h situaticn in Iran so
that it could help Iran to meke progrese in the observance of humern rights.

25. He neoted that the Covenant was in the last analysis a subsidiary'instrument
for ensuring the protection of human rights in a country when domestic machinery
for thet purpose did not work. He vas thinking in particular of the guarentees
provided in article 14. The absence of an independent end competent Juéiciary
shielded frow pressures and the lack of appeals procecures were likely to encourage
violations of human rights. '

26. MNr., Graefrath toolr the Chair,

27. Mr. JANCA observed that most of the questions addressed to the Irenian
delegation would not have been asked if the repcrt had followea the Committeets
‘guidelines for the subzission of reportsz and showed that Iran should provide the
Committee with additional information,

28. From the documsnts communicated by Iran, it was difficult to see which
legislative or other meazsures guarantesd the implementatipn of the Covenant.
Although the Constitution mede many references to humen rights, it was worded in
such general terms that it did not answer the Committeefs.questions. YWas everyone
arrested in Iren informed of the reasons for his arrest? In a trial 3id the
accused have the free assistance of an interpreter if he did not gpeak Persian?

29. The Committee hzd no information on the relationship between international
treaties and Irernian legislation and between the Covenant and the legal system,
since the relevant rrovisions of the Constitution were not clear on that point.
Could a court base its decision directiy on the Covenant or had it to rely
exclusively on naticnal legislation?

30. Article 19 of ine Constitution stated that the people of Iran vhatever ethnic
or tribal group they might belong to should enjey equal rights and complexion,
race, language and the like should not be considered as a privilege. Although
the article listed ceny prohibited grounds for discrimination, it wes more limited
in scope than articie 2 of the Covenant. Vere there lews fortidding discrimination
on grounds other than those referred to in the Constitution? o o

h s}

31. Had any progress been made in regard to women's rights? Vhat was the
rroportion of women in legislative and Jjudicial bedies and other crgans of the
State? Vere they allcwed to teach Or practise medicine?

32. The Committee wiuld require clarification on some of the terms used in the
Constitution, such as "Islamic precepts" (article 20),

|33, Lastly, referring to article 27 of the Coverant, which concernei nincrities,
he said that it weull be interesting to knov, inter aliz, which minorities
existed in Iren, how zany people belonged to minorities, and vhat their rights were.
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CUZIn] endersed lr. Aguilar's commeris on the composition of the
o

d the individuel character of ite members! statezents, which resulted
from the diversity of their backgrounds, He telieved that he himself was a
[

i t
"third vbrld;r"'vith very vivid memories of colenizetion., Ez ncted that in
introducing the roport the representative of Iran had furnici:ed new and useful
material, '

35. After drawing attention %c article 1, paregraph 3
submitted to the Committee frequently gave the impre
article 1 to be merely general, whzreas in f t

specifit provision on which 211 the rights eubodied in the Covenan
Since States Parties were supposed to take steps to énsure implerentation of the
Covenant, theéy should encourage implementation of the right cf peoplecs to
self-determinetioen, That being so, he vwas distressed by the situation in Lebanon,
which had been invaded without justification ty the zionist, colonialist and
expansionist army which was in the process of committing genocide there. What was
the Iranian Government doing to promote the right ¢f the Palestirnian and Lebanese
reoples to self-determination? Vhy had the Irazniar Governmenit not accepted the
cease-fire propossd by Irag, so that Irag could go znd fight the Israelis? Wiy
had Irenian trcops not come to the aid of the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples
now that the Irzci army had withdrawm from Iran?

het reports

tes considered
a2l and extremely
t were based.

2
fundamen

36. Turning 4o ‘tlie report submitted by Iren under article 4G of the Covenant,
he noted that it was not drafted in accordaznce with the guidelines published by
the Committee in document CCPR/C/20 of 19 August 1981. There was no specific
information on the implementation of humen rights in Iren, from either the
legislative, regulatory or practical points of view. The Iranien Constitution
contained provisos which appeared t& contravens the provisions of the Cevenant,
but without knowledge of the laws enacted to epply the constitutional provisiocns
it was impossible to judge whether that was the case or not.

37. The information received from other sources was most alarming. There wvere
reports of persecttion, hurried trials and summary executions. In the circumstances
nembers anxiously zwaited the Iranian delezation's answers t~ their questions.

The Iranian people had rid itself of a monarchy which hed trampled human rights
underfeoot, Progressive people had hailed the Iranian revolution as the harbinger
of a new era, Thsy were now waiting for assurances thet would remove their
misgivings and irformation that would give them a better understanding of what

vas happening, V

38. 1. HANGA ricersed the questions already asked by members and eaid that he

wished to add scze of his own.

39. Article 19 of the Irsnian Constitution referred to "ethnic or tribal groups".
s obviously hed ‘special customs, He wondered whether there was
omary law in Iran and, if so, what was the relationship between
1 human rights. '

40, Youth wes z real unifying force in =z

divided world., Young recple had civil
and political righis and should be helped tc be made awvare of them, 19385 was to
be Internationzl Youth Year accerding to a Gensrel fssermbly decision. Iren would
urdoubtedly we particinating in the evenis rlarmzd for that cccacion, and he

doing currently tec meke young people

would like to kncw vhat the Government was
avare of their rizht :

n
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41. Article 23, paragraph 4 of the Covenant provided for the equality of spouses
in marriage. .Sincé the Iranian fgnlly vas based cn parental authority, it.would

ba helpful tqzmnow uhbtner the husband, the wife or both spous;s eXchwsed
parental authority and what principles governed tho custedy of children in the

ecvent of dissolution of a marriage. irticle 24 of the Covcnant provided that
cvery child should be registered immediately after birth and should have a name.
_There had been 2 law in Iran vhich met that oblization. He wished to know:

whether it was still extant and what tnﬁ curirent roegulations governing civil
status were. ' 4

42, In its report; the Government of Iran referired to the recent establishment
of an administrative court of justice. It appeared to be an administrative
tribunal but he would like to know the procedur:e for a plaintiff to bring his
case bafore the court and what kind of cases werc admissible. The Government
also roferred to an act establishing judiciary police. Further information
concerning the technical, political ‘and moral criteria guvernlnc the recruitment
of police p;roonn el would be wclcome.

43. it the end of the report, reference was made to bills aimed at the just
distribution of wezalth and the prevention of exploitation in general. Since
they were only bills, he asked what steps the Government had already taken to
elininate the exploitation of man by man. What legislative or administrative
measures had it teken to encourage, for example, participation by the general
public in ma2jor productive enterprises? '

4. _Lastly, the report referred to a new social and political order. In its
external aspects, that now state of affairs was certainly linked to the
international order. From that point of view, what role did Iran intend to

play in.the cstablishmeént of a new internaticnal eccnomic order?

45. Mr. AL DOURI sa2id that although he sat in the Committec in a personal
capacity and not as a rcpresentative of the Government of Iraq, he felt bound

to protest strongly. aéalnst the fact that the report submitted by the Government
of Iran cast a slur on his country and more sp601f1cu ly its President. Before
a Statc was dCCUS“d, it shculd be.given the p0551b;11ty of answering the charge
as was the case in cther international orgzga Differences of opinion between
States Parties wore covered by article 41 of thu Covenant, the provisions of
which had to be ratified separately. However, neither Iraq nor Iran had done so.

46, Girticle 1 of the Covenant embodied the rigint of peoples to self~determination.
However, scveral statements by religious or political leaders in Iran advocated
the export of the revolution, which appeared to be contrary to article. l.and:the
closcly related principle of non-interference in-the internal affairs of States.

A7. Article 27, which referred to cthnic, religious or linguistic minorities was
also relatec.to article 1. It was well known that there were Kurdish, Turkonman,
Baluchi and Arabd grcups in Iran who could c¢laim to be recognized as special
minorities under Iranian law. If the presont Governnent recognized mlnorltlvs,
he would like to itmow how their rights. were implemented.
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48. Articles 3 and 25 of the Covenant laid the foundations for the principle

of cquality. Article 12 of the Iranian Constitution, howuver, laid down that
tho Stete religion of Iran was Islam, Jafari Ithna ishari scet, and article 115,
which referrcd to the cloction to the presidency, crovided that the President

of the Fepublic must follow the State religion of tht country, in other words

the Jafari Ithna Asheri secct. Thosc provisions waere contrary to the articles
he had referred to.

48. He endorsed all the questions asked by his colleagu:s in the Committec, but
uould like to asl some himsclr. Vith regerd to ¢quality between men and women,
particularly froa the point of viecw of articles 3, 25 and 28 of the Covenant,

ne asked whether women could occupy pclitical or jurisdictional posts and, if

so; in what proportion. Similarly, he would like to knowu the Fercentage of
£irls in educztional institutions at the various levels., In that ccntext, the
representatives of the Government of Iran might confirnm that Iranian universitics
had been closed for thrae years, which was obvicusly contirary to the provisions
of the Covenant.

50. irticles 6 and 14, which concerned the right to life and justizoe, were, so
to speak, tne cornerstonc of the Covenant. There were, howasver, eXtremely
alarming rumours concerning Iran. Earlier in the vear, the Comnission on

Humzn Rights had zliready expriessed its profcocund concern rogarding pcrsistent
reports of serious viclations of human rights and fundamentel freedoms in Iiran
and had urgced the Iranian Governament to guarantec the rigats recognizzd in the
Covenant to everyone in its territory. It w2s truc that Iran was in a state of
revolution and in an e¢mergency situation with pirovlens of 21l kinds, but its

official represcntatives had every opportunity to provide th: necessary explanations.

If the rumours concerning the internal situation in Iran were false, they could
sct the record straight and cxplain cxactly what was happening in their country.

The mecting rose at & p.m.
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The meeting was called to iorder et 10.4C 2.m. .

CONSIDERATION OF REPJRTS SUBMITTZD BY “s’rm*s'-mm?ms o CLE 40
L : g = £TT ‘ {DER ALRTICLE .40 -
Or THE QQVEKANT (agenda’item 4) (continﬁé§)3~.. \ A

- Iran (continued) (CCPR/C/1/£dd.58) . . . . e

3 3 . ‘ ‘
‘ 1. 4% the invitation of the Cheirman, Mr. Khosroshahi, Mr. Mshallati, 4
- Mr. Enayat, Nr. Jeslali, Mr. Givi end Mr. Nikain (Izan) %00k places at the '

Cormittee table. . !

2. Mr. BOUZIRI said that in shortening his statement at the previous meeting in
order to save time, he had inadvertently omitted a sentence, which he wished to place
on the rececrd to avoid misunderstanding.

3.  4s regerds the obligation of States Parties under article 1, paragraph 3, the
fact that certain countries, whether or not they were Parties to the Covenant, such
as some Arab countries, had ‘been unwilling or unable to comply with their duty of
polidarity towards the Lebanese or Palestinian peoples should not prevent or excuse
other States Parties from fulfilling their obligations under the article to promote
the realization of the right of the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples of self-
determination. '

4. Yr. TOWUSCHAT welcomed the delegation which the Iranian Government had sent to
the Committee, thus demonstrating its interest in the proceedings, and hoped the
spirit of co-operation thue manifested would extend to the substantive issues.

5. Previous speakers had stressed “that ‘they were not speaking as delegates of .~
their countries, but members of the Committee were not simply acting in-their '
personal capacity. The Committee had been established by all_tpeAStqtés Parties to .
the Covenant and, as such, its members were not .representing specific partial aims of
their own but siming at fulfilling their duty %o the international community by
upholding the tenets of the Covenant.

6. In considering the Iranian report, he started from & basic premise that, in the
field of human rights more than elsewhere, it was deeds end not words that mattered.
The previous day, the Iranian delegation had drewn the Committee's attention to

various articles of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran but nothing had

. been sz2id about actuzl practices. The Committee needed to know whether the principles

of the Constitution found reflection in reality. The Cormittee was not an academic
body whose interests were confined to legal texts., Its duty under the Covenant was
to inguire into relevant facts which would enable a judgement to be made as to

' & whether the obligations of the Covenant had been observed or breached.
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7. Like most of his colleagues, he had received reporis from outside. sources...In
general, they did not make comfortable reading. One such report, which he would make
available to the Iranian delegation, had been prepared by an association for the
protection of minority rights and soberly set ocut, article by article, elleged.
i;consistencies between the articles of the Covenant and the prevailing situation in
an, _ : " -

8. The impression that the Covenant was an instrument which would'impede.an& kind °
of revelutionary transformztion of society would be entirely false. The Covenant
did net prescribe or preclude the régime of property. Nor did it run counter to
religious conviction. On the contrary, it offered protection for any kind of
religion or faith. It was therefore fully compatible with a constitution stating
that religion should be upheld in all sectors of public life provided'thét members
of other religious communities were not discriminated against. In such matters, the
Covenant allowed a wide margin of political discretion and merely provided a
framework of basic human rights which must be respected in any event.

= G,  He himself did not believe that the secular ethic of the Moslem fzith coulid not
i be reconciled vith the Covenant: the Covenant reflected convictions and beliefe held
" in common by zil the major forms of civilization and that view had been confirmed

by the conclusions of a recent seminar, held in Italy, on human righis and the
Ielamic civil justice system. .

10. The Preznble to the Covenant stated that its tenets were based on recognition
of inherert human dignity. That meant that no one forfeited his human dignity by
committing crirminal deeds, even less by opposing his Government. EHe had been
comforted to hear that Iran considered itself bound by the Covenant and had noted
that it had not availed itself under article 4 of the opportunity to procleim any
derogations from the normal régime. He had gathered, however, from the Iranian
representatives' statement, that in case 'of confliot between the Covenant .and domestic
Irenian law, Iranian law would prevail. It was the view of the Committee, however,
that the principles of the Covenant were paramount and any -inconsistency between the
two should te remedied. Was there any kind of body in the Iranian Government which
had examined the Covenent in relation to the rules -in force in Iran to see if there
were inconeisiencies and recommend what should be done -if there were?

‘11. Moreover, the Covenant shculd bte publicized in every country so as to become

its living constitution. Every citizen should be provided with a copy. ZHe

therefore wondered if efforts had been made by the Iranian Government io publicize the

Covenant. In particular, was there a version in the Farei languege? Had the
Government undertaken a process of education in human rightS»involving ell levels of

government, ircluding the Head of -State himself? -

12. Of the tesic pillars,suppoftiﬁg humén.jigﬁts;gihe most important'wére the courts
or tribunels. The relevant articles of ‘the "Irenian Canstitution (articles ?56 to 174)
were impressive, but he would 1ike information as to what extent the operating
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tribunzle in Iran werez besed on those provieions. Whet organic lawe had- transizted |
the provisicns ©of the Constitutien into-ordinary rules?. In particular, what wes the
legal basie for thc revelutionery tribunale? During the first monthe after ihe-
revolution, acccrding to reperts,- they hud seemed more 1ikc gpontanecus catharings - ,
in the strecet. "Fe was confident thét such wae not now the case, but the Committee 4
: S o . - . &
would like to be sure. Hzd 2 new code of criminal procedure been issued and, if .- ‘
" 80, could ths Committee have the text? How were the courts menned? With trained
lawyers and judsges, or tid they ihclude -many laymen? . = e

13. The position of the legal profession was of paramount importance in o
safeguarding humen rights. Article 14, paragraph 2 (t) stated that an accused perscn
ghould have adecuate time and facilities for the preparztion of his defence and to
comrunicate with counsel of his own choosing. Was thet right available in Iran?

He would also like infcrmztion on the organization of the legal prefession. Did
defence lawyers need a special authorization by the Government? Had the Teheran Bar
Lesociation been suspended? He had heard that lawyers were reluctant to defend
opponents of the Government and ingquired whether that was true. He therefore wondered
whether there were sufficient lawyers, in Teheran in particular, to whom a person
could have recourss for the defence of his rights. . :

14. The effective enjoyment of political and oivil rights rested on several other
factors, one of whick was & free press. He asked how many newspapers existed in Iran
and in Teheran. Wzs it possible for anyone to esizblish a newspaper and wculd a person’
wishing to express views opposed to those of the Government obtain suthorization to
establieh a newspaper if authcrization was neoessary? W¥ould it be possible for e
person 1o join & poiitical party or essoviation whose 2im was 'to voice dissent end
advocete guiding vrinciples for politiecsl” action other than those held by the present
Government? : ‘ '-' I oL B -

9%5. -Another pillar of human rights enshrined «in ~the Covenant was the principle -of -the
rule of law, That reant, in addition to legal precepts, that dhe individual rcifizen
should feel certezirty and security. ~He would 1like “further enlightenment as te how

the precepts of the Islamic faith were reflected in law. -Wae it possible for an
Tranian citizen to disagree with what k> Moslem ®thic there prescribed as law?

He doubted wheiher the ordinary citizen was able %o interpret -the Koran in that way

2nd considerei trst there should be a written code available to zll citizens. For
instance, he had heard that capital punishment-had been imposed .for very vague offences
such as "corrupticn on earth", '"war on God", ''war on-God's property". Without an
‘explanation, the criinary citizen would not know what such offences meant. -

16. Articles 7 ani 10 of the Covenant referred:to the treatment of arrested persons
and those in priscr. In view of the reports.of ill-treatment in Iranien prisons, he
suggested that the Governmment should establish & prison inspection service. Prison

inspection boaris need not‘neoessarilyTnonsrst*pquvbffbificials.and'thenassistance,

of private citizens could be ‘enlisted. .o S R P D b

Gioon ST oy
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17, Article 150 of theAIranian Constitution referred to the Islamic Revolutionary

Gua;@s and ;tated that their functions and responsibilities would be determinedaig law
Ip view of the reporte of arbitrary errests by the Revolutionary Guards, he would )
like information as to whether such a lav had been enacted and vhether “:;he o
Revolutionary Guards had authority to ‘&rrest citizens. Who ensured the discipline
of the Guards and what, in fact, was their precise status? = - ¢ .'P' -

«

- 18. Of the meny other reports which had reached the outer world from Iran he would -

i mention just one more. It had been alleged that Bahai marriages were not recognized

2 in Iran and that birth certificates had been denied to children of Bzheis. ' Such '

- treatment, if true, would appear to be contrary to the provisions of artiéle‘23 of the
;' Covenant and he would like the Iranian representatives to comment upon the éliegétibns.

19. In conclusion, he hoped the representatives of Iran would not.consider their task
to be merely to reject as many of the charges gs possible. Obviously, to the extent
that unfounded suspiciors had been expressed, such azllegations should be denied. But
there would certainly remain many elements of doubt. It seemed to him that the
concern expressed in the Committee should be reported to the highest authorities in’
Iran and, in particular, tc the Head of ‘State himself, since under article 107 of the
Constitution his powers were extremely wide and he was therefore competent to take
action to remedy some of the shortcomings and deficiencies mentioned. The dialogue
vhich had been started was not an-end in itself but should lead .to progress being made.

20, Mr. Prade Vellejo took the Chair.

21. Mr, GRATLFRATH remarked that it was three years since the representative of Iran
had informed the Committee that the reports submitted by the Former régime did not
reflect the reeslity of the situztion -in Iran regerding the status of civil =nd B
political rights, and that his country was paséingf%h:ough 2 revolutionary process
vhich was laving the foundations of e nev society. ' The structure of that soqigty
was reflected in the Conestitutional Taw cf “the ‘Isiamic Republic. Three years was a
long time to weit focr a report but was a short period for effecting a'revolgyionary
change in 2 society. It was not #the first time the Tormittee had had to wait for
three or more vears for a report even in situations where there were no reasoms,
certainly no revolutionary change, justifying the delay.

22, The Irerisn report vas narrower in scope than article 40 of the Covenant envisaged,
Reporte shoula not be confined to laws and vegulations but shculd also ﬁescribe the
measures adopied to give effect to the rights recognized in the Covenant and the
progress made in their enjoyment, They should provide information relating to the
sctual situation. The Committee had on a mumber of occasions had to draw the

attention of States Parties to the fact that their reporis were limited to &
description of laws and regulations and inAthe?cgseapf a country undergoing a
revolutionaxry process it was'particularlyPiFQortgntjthat the report should not be so
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circumscribed. luch fectual information was reguired fer e proper unuorstanﬁlng

"of vhat wvac geing on in Irong unfertunately, the report did not contain -enougth

of such informotion and even the reference to the nevly -enacted besic daws wvas

very general. He wzo sure thet followving its delegation's meeting witk the . . -
Committee, the Government would provide a more detailed picture of the extent to

vhich the ideas contained in the Constitution were reflected in the da;lj life of '
the Iranizn people. . ‘ . A B . ) . . '

23. It was more difficult tc consider the Iranian repcrt tnan ti ose of pother Y
vetes Parties becsuse it was impossible to ignore the fact that there had been
& revclution in Iran. .He would like +to kriow hovu far the revolutionary process -: - ?

"had influenced the human rights situation in the country and wvhat vere iis effects

in reletion to the Covenart. He acsocizted himseif with oiher niezbers who had .
asked guesticns desigued to scbtain more detailed infermetion reberdlng nevly
enacted laws and their enforcement. e .
24. For the first time the Committee was considering a report subrnitted by e
country undergeing e revelutionary process; the relations ship between revolution .
ané lav hed preoccuried lawvyers for centuries because .in all cases revolutions
hed created their owm law., The Iranian reporu referred to the particular
cheracteristicc of the Iranian revolution ané he would be glad if the -Iranian

‘delegation coulu explain their wnderstanding of the relationship between the

revclution and the Covenant. DEvery revoluticn had its own laws. It was .at ong -

and the same time an instrument for des troying an éxisting 1egel” crier and for
establiching another with its own values and ideas of legality, It was a_ _ .
manifestation of the exercise of a people's right to self-determinaiicn; andi-a
people would enforce iis will w1tn-such means —as 1t-heu at its disposal or whlch
were necessary or unavcidable in the circumstances in crder o overtiwrow the _ - . _
old system, Yone of the great revolutlons hagd. been -achieved :simply by means . .. ;  :
of declarations. The Decleration of Hdman1R1ghus of tne-FTench R:volutlon :
had not prevented the establishment of revolutlongry trlbunals.- + was .cleaxr ... - -
from history that z revolution necessarily had ite .influence on the content of .

a legal order aud e administration .of justice, In.a way, anc at ‘certain tlmes,
the revolution itseif might be the aﬁ.lnlgtratlon of justice. ..It was ineviteble
therefore that z revolution would influence ihe. implementation of such an
instrumert as ihe Covenant., It was difficult to imagine how a revolution could

be carried cut by fellowing the legal procedures of the Covenant. For those
reascns, -he would like more detziled information from the Iranian Governmeni on
the revolutionary process itself,
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25. -The Covenznt did nci explcitly refer to & revelution, as it did for example to
emergency situztions, but s revolutionzry process which €2ve rice to considerable
changes could be understood ss.the exercise of the right of self-determination, a
right whick the Covsnant recognized as e right of all people. In that sense ‘
revolution would be recognized by the -Covenznt as & law-creating process. -Any
revolution would be bound to create ites own lew,and;legaléorder,«but it.reguired time
to establish that order. : : S e .

26. The Irenisn weport (CCPR/C/1/hdd.58) reiged the question of the relztionship
between the Covenant and the revblhtiﬁﬁary'pfocessl'"'HE‘ﬁéi%bﬁélIy“aiajhbt<5611év¢
that the Covenznt was ever intended to put the right of self-déeterminztion ifito & = .
gtraitjacket of individusl righte or that it could ever succeed in doing so.
Article 1 might in 2 sense be undersfood as a"fé#oIﬁfioﬁéi§“réééfvaflbn. A

27. Commenting on the siztement on page 3 of the report thzt revolutionary Iradn and
the newly estatlished Islamic Republic were téargets from 211 sides and the heroic
nation wae bent on defending its honour and existence, he said that such a situation
might be regerded as juztification for 2 etate of emergency, & declaration under
article 4 of ihe Covenant and 2 possible derogetion Irom certéin righte. ~No such
declaration of a stete of emergency had however bezen made. Thzt might-lead on to
considerstion of the relsiions between erticle 1, the process -of revolutionary c¢hange,
and the possible suspension of righis in connection with €METZENCY Measures. What
was possible for & Government under = state of emergency should ‘be st ieast equslly
possible for e people in the process of reveolution. The Covenant wae surely not_
intended s an instrument to be used ageinst the constitution of a .State ~ or again
es an instrument tc preserve the status quo. '

28, It would sppear thzt the report wes referring on page 4 to exactly that point,
when it explsined thet e general review of old lawe had been necessary becsuse .all the
lawe which for long years had governed the deprived people of the country had been
enscted in such & way as to bring about the domination of a’Em?llngQBELJ.;§f4f3¥eQ:
whether the Government cf Iran had ever envisaged maKing & declaration unaer'ari}CIE 4
of the Covenznt and why such a step had never been taken in epite of the revolutionary
process and in epite of the etate of war. e
29. Mr. MOVCELY s2id that he associated himself with members who hzd welcomed the.
Irenian delegstion. The Irasnian report indicated that its szuthors were wel}
acqueinted with the Covenant. Pert of article 40, pa;agraph.l, wa.s ggPng‘qp.page 2
of the report, but persgreph 2 requixedvqepprts_#p.ipd;cate-the_factorsvand :
difficulties affecting the implementation of the Cowvenant. -Mé@bers haq referred %o
the internsl difficulties during &--revolutionaxy process that mlght.legu to.
difficulty in submitting a report. There_might_also.b? external difficulties -
affecting the rrepsrstion of e report 85 hsd been:seeqlln the case of Jgidan. The
purpose of submitting reports was not pnlygio%a351st Bzatfs Parties l?bl eth
implementation of their obligeiions under the Covenant but gl§o to enzble the .
Committee to cttain an asccureate picture of the way the provisions of the Covenan
were being implemented not only by legislation but also by other measures as
indicated in article 2, parzgreph 2.
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320. The Irenian representative had conveyed z2dditionzl information in his staztement.
However, without more detziled information he felt unable to ask -quectiore without -the
risk of misunderstanding. He did not wish to base guestions on ‘hezrsay-or unfounded
sllegetions because it waes understood that the Committee should sbese its guestionsion
the report of & State Party or on United Netions documentation. - The compreheneive
report promised by the Irenian delegation would provide the eccasion for cuestlons,
end he was amtious to know vhen that report would be submitted. - :

31. Mr. Khosroghshi, Mr. Mzhalleti, Mr. En.avaLLMr. ‘Jalali, Mr. Givi and : -
Mr. Nikzin (Iren) w1thcrev S '

‘The meeting wae suspended a2t 11.50 e.m. ané resumed -at 12.20 p.m.

22, Mr. Tomuschst took the chair. ' ' A .

ORGANIZATIONAL AY¥D OTHER MATTERS (agende item 2) (¢ontinued)

The introduvction of Arabic as & working lanzusge

33, lir. AL DOURI referred to the General Aseembly &nd Economic end Socizl -Council
Tecommendations concerning the introduction of Arsbic se a working language in
gubsidiary orgens cf the United Nations end said that it wes important that the
Committee's work shculd be mzde ¥nowvmn in the 20 or mcre countries which made up the -
Arabic-speeking werld. Thet could only be dcne through the dissemination of the
Committee's basic documenies and of records in Arabic. = There would, of course, be
financial implicstions, but they were & matter for the States Parties rather than
for the Commitiee. A1) the Committee needed to do was to make e simple
recommendation; it would then be for the General A°semb1y or for the States Parties

to teke & final decicsion.

34. The CHATRMAN inguired whether there was an agreed ».Arab:.c -translat:.on of 'the
Covenant.

35, Mr. BOUSHMAKD (Representative of the Sacretazy—Geneml) replied that an -Arabic
trenslation of the Covenent had been msde ano haa been publ:.shed in Cairo. The
document needed to be reprinted. : - I

36, Mr. ANABTLWI (Secretary of the Committee) said that he himself had translated

the Internationzl Covenant on Economic, Sociel enf Culturel Rights and the I._nternatlonal
Covenent on Civil end Political Righte into Arabiv-at the reguest of the

United Netions ené thet the transiations hao been ‘pu‘bllehed ‘by the Umted Natlons o

Office at Beirut.
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Iran (interpretation from Farsi): (Mr. Khosroshahi)

Mr. President, distinguished members of the Human Rights
Committee, as the Head of the delegation of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, I thank the Human Rights Committee for the opportunity

given to me to clarify certain questions and explain a few matters

of some importance. I also thank the Committee members who made
kind remarks in their speeches with reference to the Head of this
delegation,

On the othef hand, some of the gentlemen only repeated cer-
tain lies and accusations originating from imperialist quarters
which were afterwards reflected in the Western mass media. In

fact they voiced as a loudsbeaker does what the enemies of the in-

dependent and free Islamic Republic of Iran have been saying, and
this is of course greatly regrettable. In view of the fact that
the Human Rights Committee in its eleventh session has decided

upon its own obligations and authority, which is included in its

article 40 of the Covenant, the delegation of the Islamic Republic

of Iran wishes to register its strong protests for the violation
of the same by some of the ‘members of the Human Rights Committee
and would like to declare that such a behaviour goes a long way
towards discrediting the Committee in the eyes of our people and
the oppressed nations of the world, and would question its claim
for fairness and impartiality.

Paragraph D of Annex IV says: '"The Committee confirmed its
aim of engaging in a constructive dialogue with each reporting
State.”" But unfortunately statements made by some members,
especially the Human Rights experts from Jordan and Canada, fell
completely outside limitations set for their obligations and the

necessary impartiality and objectivity required for the performance

of their duty. The fact that the imperialist press and radio and
television networks have put their facilities at their disposal
confirms our suspicions of such a unison in spreading baseless
accusations against the Islamic Republic of Iran.

We came here out of our genuine respect for human rights., But

the attitudes of some members in statements made by them were so
unfair and illogical that we think it will once again confirm our

people'’s suspicions of all Western phenomena even if it appears in

the guise of human rights,

We explicitly declared in our five-page report and our 45-
minute oral statement that our complete and detailed report will
be submitted after our Majlis, the first consultative assembly of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, completes its legal duties, But-
Messrs, Sadi and Tarnopolsky, ignoring this fact deliberately,

read out their groundless indictments against the Islamic Republic

of Iran., Mr. Sadi, as the first expert to read his statement,
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set the theme and others followed him in throwing all unjusti-
fied and baseless obligations 1n the book at us. Of course the
only experts who seem to understand our revolutionary situation,
that is, Mr. Anatoly Movchan and Mr. Bernhard Graefrath, would
have to appear at the end of the show., For us, the statements
read out by most experts reminded us very much of the indictments
read by the Shah's military prosecutors against Muslim revolution=-
aries., It once again reminds us of the time when the Shah's
notorious sister, Ashraf, headed the U.,N, Human Rights Commission,
During those long years when a whole nation was suppressed and op-
pressed by a brutal dictatorship on no occasion did Human Rights
experts venture to cross-examine the Iranian delegation as they
did the true delegation of our revolutionary nation, that keep
their beloved Islamic regime in power through her incredible
sacrifices and at the cost of their precious blood.

Mr. Sadi of Jordan sees himself as the president of a mili=-
tary tribunal, whereas if they were to hold an international tri=-
bunal, it should try those who massacred some 20,000 Palestinians
during Black September and have so far escaped the hand of jus-
tice, But, of course, the people in the Third World and other
fair-minded people in other countries shall never forget this

human tragedy.

Mr. President, distinguished members: do you know of any
revolution which, in its most critical initial stages when fighting
against internal and external enemies, has managed to stage a few
national referendums and elections for people's approval of the
new order, for the election of successive presidents, for election
of representatives to a constituent assembly, for election of
deputies to parliament, to abolish the revolutionary council -
which could linger on for many years, to form governments. and
cabinets, to create many peoples' institutions throughout the
country, to declare the third year of its victory as the year of
war by the suggestion of its wise leader, to approve in its parlia-
ment hundreds of legal bills for the improvement of the social,
political, cultural, economic and judicial 1ife of the people,
to wrestle with back-~breaking problems left over from the dark
period of the previous despotic monarchy, to combat internal
organized terrorism, to fight a well-equipped aggression by a
neighbour ruled by blood-thirsty beasts called '"Baathists'" - rather
"blood-bathists" - to neutralize many a conspiracy and invasion
instigated by the greatest monster of human history which goes by
the name of "Yankee imperialism'", and at the same time, and while
performing all these Herculean tasks, prepared a detailed report
about the most minute aspects of law and order for the Human Rights
Committee of the United Nations?



.

Yo e : o,

U.N, HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE
19 July e.. Iran ... Page 3

) Yourvattitude towards our people's revolution shall remain in
history as one of the most shameful violations of the true rights
of the people that have purchased freedom, “independence, integrity

and honour for themselves (with) the precious blood of hundreds of
thousands of martyrs, : : '

While consolidating the foundations of the rule of law in
our country, we presented a short report to the Human Rights Com-

‘mittee out of our absolute faith in the rights of humanity. VWe

could, like some other countries, have postponed this for many
years to come ~ postponed the coming to this session - and if we
were convinced that imperialist quarters would take advantage of
our good intentions and would attribute it to international pres-
sure we would have never made a presence at such gatherings and
would continue with our well-founded suspicion of everything the
West says and does. Our people staged a victorious revolution
through Islamic principles and divine guidance, and not through
the provisions of the Human Rights Committee of the United Nations.
If our people trusted such Western creations as the United Nations
or its Human Rights Committee, today the infernal Shah, his mur-
derous generals, and some 45,000 American advisers would still be
ruling Iran. That is why Mr., Sadi of Jordan in our eyes looks
like one of the Shah's military prosecutors, in one of his anti-
Human Rights trials. Of course, we shall not be asking him why
his government could send military forces to aid Iraq in its ag-
gression against Islamic Iran and its young revolution,

Mr, Sadi (Jordan):

, According to law of procedure, this is not an occasion to go
into political aspects., We spoke about Jordan, about the Pales-
tinians in Jordan - these questions, Mr. Chairman, we have not
raised, and I think, Mr. Chairman, that it is incumbent upon you
to remind the distinguished head of the delegation of Iran to
respond to the questions and not to go into issues not related to
the questions., We have his angry accusations about me as member
of the Shah's military; I can tell him now that I have never been
for the Shah of Iran; I have never supported the Shah of Iran;

I was very happy when the revolution took place. So to make these
accusations at this stage merely because I raised questions which
I wanted him to give us an occasion to respond to; therefore if
he thinks our Commission is wrong this is the occasion for him to
respond - this is why we asked him to respond. But to make ac-
cusations against my person, about my loyalty to the Shah, about
my support to the Shah and about the massacre of Palestinians,
Mr. Chairman, these are all wrong. And I would 1like to tell him
first and foremost that I have never been a supporter of the Shah
of Iran, That's the reason I was angry when I heard the reports
about the tortures, about the executions, because I was against




w% ’ ‘ k) Rad 2

U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE
19 July ..., Iran ... Page 4

the same kind of reports which I have heard during the Shah's
regime. So please, Mr. Chairman, it is incumbent on you to re-
mind the distinguished delegation from Iran to 1limit themselves

to the questions and to reply - and not to make any references
against my person - this is my position - and about issues not
related to the questions we have raised. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman:

Thank you, Mr. Sadi., I very strongly plead to the distinguished
head of the delegation of Iran to avoid personal attacks against
members of this Committee, and to avoid implications from govern-
ments not represented here because here we have people appearing,
members appearing in their personal capacity.

Iran (interpretation from Farsi): {(Mr. Khosroshahi)

But we shall not ask him this question because we think that
such questions shall be answered, if God will, on the scenes of
further battlegrounds, but we certainly can ask Mr. Nejib Bou=ziri
what has his government done to protect the rights of Palestinian
nation and safeguard the independence and integrity of Lebanon;
you are both Muslim and Arab. Why doesn't any of you send any
volunteers to fight the Israeli Nazi occupiers and war criminals?

Arab Tunisian brother dare guestion us as to what we have
done for Lebanon and Palestine, If your monstrous Baathists of
Iraq had not pre~occupied us for almost two years, the world would
witness to what extremes we would go to liberate Jerusalem, It
is not without any grounds that the international terrorist that
goes under the name of Menahem Begin is threatening nowadays that
if Iran steps forward they will do this and that, Moreover the
question of our support for Palestinians and the Lebanese must be
put to these people themselves; they are the ones who will supply
you with the proper answer. The fact that these heroic people
have been able to withstand the war machinery of the Zionist
enemy could not have come about without preparations, and maybe
revolutlonary Iran did have a small share in this, and we are
certain you'll agree that Egypt, Jordan or Tunisia never raised a
finger to help the Palestinians. At any rate, we declare to those
Committee members who voiced our enemies' allegations, and to all
those who are still dreaming of the defeat of the Islamic revolu-
tion in Iran, that our people have decided to remain free, inde-
pendent and Islamic, and not to be fooled by imperialist myths of
human rights, etc. Our people have a half a century of experience
of domination by Western imperialism and shall not easily give up
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their newly acéuired freedom, 1 i

he » independence and Islamic Republic
which was won at the price of some 70,000 martyrs at the sery last
stage of their struggle against the dictatorship of the Shah,

Na b1 If the members of the Human Rights Committee of the United
¢at10ns.had after the revolution only once condemned the counter-
r?volutlonary wave of terrorism in Iran which has claimed the
lives of hundreds of men and women and children, the clergy
scholars, workers and peasants; if the Human Rights Committée had
only.once declared that it was a bad thing that Iragqis was bom=-
bgrdlng or slaughtering civilians including many Arabs in non-
military zones in Southern and Western parts of Iran, then they
cogld justify questioning us today, as to the exact number of
Prisoners or the number of criminals, people butchers, SAVAK
Eorturers, spies, terrorists, murderers and similar God=-forsaken
corrupt-of-the-earth" we have executed, What on earth gives you
the right to ask us any question? Where were you on that famous
Black Friday - that is, during one single day, when the Shah's
henchmen massacred some 3,000 people in Teheran? What is the record
of the U,N. Human Rights Committee during those black years of the
Shah's rule, when human rights were most shamelessly trampled upon?
And those of you who talk about tolerance and clemency in Islam
would better first take a look at other revolutions - for example,
the figure of 150,000 killed after the French Revolution - and
find out for themselves that if it were not for Islamic clemency
and tolerance how many agents of the former regimes would have
been executed., If our people were of a revenging type, having
offered the revolution some 70,000 martyrs and 100,000 crippled,
they would have run rivers of blood. What was it that prevented
them this? It was only because of Islamic tolerance and mercy,
and because of the general amnesty declared by our beloved and
kind-hearted leader of the Islamic revolution. But we could not
have possibly given SAVAK agents, and top officials, "legion
d'honneur" medals of the former regime. :

Distinguished members of the Committee who happen to be both
legal experts and Islamologists do remember Article 18 of the
Covenant according to which Muslims could manage their affairs in
accordance with Islamic principles, and should agree that this in-
cludes political, economic and social and judicial matters and
relevant laws and regulations. Otherwise it would be ludicrous
to tell the Muslim people of the world "you may do your prayers
according to Islamic tradition, but you're not allowed to practice
Islamic penal or criminal codes."

Mr. President, distinguished members of the Committee: I
declare once again that baseless allegations raised by some of the
Committee

gentlemen did not even conform with the criteria set by the
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itself, and therefore are of no value, They .were Poring repeti-.
tions of cliches employed in a vast conspiracy against the Is}amlc
Republic of Iran throughout the West-dominated world. Oth?rw1se
it would be unbelievingly irrational and unfair that certain merm-
bers, who are supposed to be legal experts and are pr?sum?bly im=-
partial, without access to any independent and authoritative re-
ports from Iran, without proper inquiries and without any reliable
documents and evidence at their disposal, should base their judge-
ments or comments and questions merely and purely on adverse
publicity material, information provided by imperialist mass .media,
which has all along revealed its animosity and hatred towards the
Islamic Republic of Iran, and pamphlets, booklets and publications
put out by counter-revolutionary. elements such as the families of
Iranian capitalists, embezzlers and thieves, fugitive criminals
and butchers of the former regime, servants and cronies of
capitalist regimes of the Yest and terrorist organizations whose
agents are daily murdering innocent people in Iran. The propagation
and repetition of these malicious lies and groundless accusations
through the Human Rights Committee of the United Nations is one of
the most unethical and immoral means of executing and continuing
the anti-Iran policy of Zionism, imperialism and reactionary Arab
regimes, for discrediting the international appeal of the Iranian
Islamic Revolution.,

That accusation that topped the list of most members' ac-
cusaticns was the ridiculous Baha'i question., It seems that this
matter was the most critical problem that the world community was
facing.,

We will therefore try to explain this matter once and for
all, and we hope that our statement in this regard will reach the
eyes and ears of fair-minded people in the world. Baha'is leaders
apparently claim that some sixty to seventy Baha'is have been
executed in Iran, and that the Raha'i population in Iran is
either sixty or seventy thousand.

The very first question that springs to mind is: "thy out
of some 70,000 people only seventy have been executed?'" and the
question which follows the first is: '"Have these seventy people

then been executed because of their Faith or beliefs, or the total
Baha'i population in Iran was only sixty or seventy persons?"

And now tell you gentlemen why some so-called '"2aha'is" have
been executed, and while others are living in Iran like the rest
of the Iranian people. Raha'i leaders claim hypocritically and
shamelessly that they do not interfere in political affairs; but
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during the long black night of Pahlavi regime in Iran they worked
hgnd-in-hand_wiQPAZionism and maintained closest organic relation
w1tp the Shah's oppressive and mass-murdering regime. They never
hesitated a moment to help the former Iranian regime in its acts
of suppression; oppression of freedom, liberty, human rights and
the freedom=-loving opponents of the regime. Undeniable, authentic
documents captured by our revolutionary people from SAVAK head-
quarters and centers throughout Iran and official, confidential
ang secret papers and documents =~ hundreds of actual authoritative
evidence point to one direction only: the Baha'i hypocritical,
criminal leaders were the key figures and most important policy-
makers of the God~forsaken regime of the Shah. Known murderers
and traitors such as .General Ayadi, the Shah's personal physiciang
General Khademi; the Shah's brother-in-~law; General Samii, the
Shah's Minister of War; Hoveida, the Shah's Premier for thirty
years; mark you = are non-intervention in politics? Mansour
Rouhani, the Shah's Minister of Agriculture for twelve years;

Mrs, Parsa, the Shah's Minister of Bducation; Sabeti, the second
high ranking official in SAVAK hierarchy; General Nassiri, Head of
SAVAK = to name but a few = were all key figures in controlling and
maintaining the Shah's regime. This kind of collaboration between
the Baha'i ring-leaders and the Shah's regime - was so close that
according to Document No. 1 in the collection of secret documents -
these documents will be translated and, together with copies of the
originals, submitted to the Committee - concerning Rouhani'’s circle
of Baha'i granted the butcher Shah of Iran the title "the Great
Saviour of Iran", According to Document No. 9 in this series, the
Baha'i leaders received secret information on the Iranian army,

- their weapons and strengthwhich were not used, of course, as

religious recitations in Baha'i circles, but were kindly dispatched
to Israel - marked again non-interference in politics?

According to Document No. 11, Baha'i leaders once sent
120 billion rials to Haifa as a donation to the Zionist army.
That's why the late President Nasser accused them of being Israeli
spies, According to another document, the Zionist government
granted Mr. Hovelda a very large piece of land in occupied Palestine

"as a sign of gratitude for his most friendly ... regarding ...

Zionist non-entity, and it is very interesting that SAVAK agents
write in Mr, Hoveida's file: "Beware, he has such a such land in
Israel"” etc., And such those Baha'is were either agents of Israel
or accomplices in the killing of people - and Hoveida took part in
the leadership of such = were condemned and executed like many
Muslims, and that have no relation to the Faith and beliefs of

the criminals,

Therefore, it is obvious where such propaganda originates.
To demonstrate more clearly the alliance between the Baha'i and
Israeli we make reference to what a Baha'i leader in America has
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once said in their official magazine called "Akbar Amin", issue 10,
page 601, '"Our religion should grow in the youngest of the coun-
tries: Israel. We completely depend on this country. Ip fact,
we shall say that the future of Israel and our future 1is 1nte?-
locked together like a chain,” The traitor Baha'is, 1like traitor
Muslims, were executed in Iran and that nobody in Iran who would
be executed or penalized because of his Faith or religion and to
show the proof in this respect is the lives of tens of thousand
Baha'is who, the Baha'is claim, who have a good 1life in Iran,

Well, putting these general issues aside, we reach as to how
to conform the Islamic laws with the solution of any disputes or
bottlenecks that may arise and the views of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in this conjunction. In our reports we (state) that what=-
ever the divine rules in which we strongly believe should come into
conflict with human law, we will select and choose the divine laws.
When a nation - as to its Islamic movement - realizes and accepts
the principles of Islam for its existence, they would always follow
as a result the Islamic precepts and Islamic guidance in resolving
all their problems. The essence and the basis of the values in
Islamic laws are all derived from God and divine inspiration, and
certainly the criteria for the wvalidity of any law and any other
ideas to us are the proximity and the coordination of them with

the fixed values of God which have been transmitted to earth. Howf

ever, since we consider the human traits as coordinated and in
line with the values inspired therefore the possibility of con=-
forming the values derived from human civilizations which are de-
rived from human reason and logic, we consider them close to
Islamic values and criteria, especially in view of the canon law
in our Shi'ite theology, has given us this possibility that the
legal necessities for the continuation of our community's 1ife,
should be considered in relation to the needs of the period and
considered them clear and that the implementation of the divine
rules should be always viewed in conjunction with these laws,
Although the conspiracies after the revolution against Iran did
not give us enough time to develop and set such laws and rules,
nevertheless our efforts are towards the rapid establishment of -
three powers == that is, judicial, executive and legislative ==~ in
conformity with Islamic laws and this demonstrates our interest to
present a clear picture of our legal revolutionary laws. Certain-
ly after the legislative power of the Islamic Republic of Iran
has been set aside and established, then we could clearly realize
its conformity or lack of conformity or its relative conformity of
each one of those laws and articles with what we have in mind.
Certainly in our detailed report as we understood from the confor=-
mity of all such laws with Islamic precepts, and where we make
reference and detail some of these laws in conjunction with our
newly~established rules, we will be very glad to finalize these
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and present them. Should there be any lack of conformity or inter=-
feren?e.or disputes, we will have no fear in bringing them up and
explaln1?g themnyere. Not only will we have no- fear in this regard
but explicitly we will try to convince the Human Rights Committee
as_to our preference for the Islamic laws. Some of the distin-
-gulshed members asked us as to whether or not it would be possible
to include and put the human rights laws in the Islamic laws. In
response to that, I should say that if the merge or inclusion of
these laws are to compliment and complete the Islamic laws in such
a way that these two laws be married together, of course the res-
ponse.would be a negative one because we consider the Islamic laws
as universal and that the canon law in our theology will take into
consideration the needs of our community in view of the univer-
sality of Islamic law. However, if the merge and such a marriage
would mean an effort toward understanding and exploring the common
aspects of these two laws together, this would be accepted by us
with pleasure and we will follow it up with pleasure,

As to responding to another question raised by one of the dis-
tinguished members here, as to whether or not Islam can govern, I
should say that Islam.is not summarized only in a set of laws and
regulations, so that would ... the individual to think only about
the moral values. This is strange that some of the distinguished
members of the Committee, where they claim to be Moslem and are
familiar with the Qu'ran, have forgotten that this Holy Book =
from moral teachings to historical analysis, from penal codes to
distribution of wealth and economic possibilities, and a model for
the economic growth of the community, together with the spiritual
development and growth, and in relation also to the criteria for
making use of the nature's gifts, teachings as to the spiritual
and moral values of human beings, also in order to prevent ex-
ploitation of man by man = all of these things have been included
in this Holy Book. They are all covered there. This is not only
a slogan; our Islamic Revolution which effectively attained victory
and our resistance toward conspiracy and also our new legal frame-
work will be in future a good criteria to prove the claim., There~
fore, our response to the question of the possibilities of Islamic
government as a system is strongly a positive one, .

It was asked that: How could non~religious laws be consis-
tent with Islamic laws? In this respect, I must submit to the
distinguished Committee that any non-religious law cannot necessar-
ily be anti-}Moslem or anti=Islamic. What is definitely not ac-
ceptable by us are the laws wvhich are against Islam., In this
respect at the end I would like to refer to the only logical ques-
tion which was raised here by some of the distinguished members;
and that would be:as to the fact that when we would be able to
offer our final report. I would like to tell them very explicitly
and frankly that the extensive, detailed and complete report of
ours will be presented to the distinguished Committee when the
period of our constituent assembly has approved all the laws and
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communicated to the executive power in the country. And now, I
would like to draw your attention to a small response in regard to
judicial and legal issues, and I would ask my distinguished )
colleague to read the report in this regard because I feel tired,

Iran (Interpretation from Farsi): (Mr. Enayat)

A very summary and brief study of the judicial system of Iran
would help us to recognize as to how individual rights in Iran are
guaranteed, The separation of the judicial power in Iran in the
constitution from Article 156 on, has been foreseen and on the
basis of Article 158, the Supreme Judicial Council consists of
five members, two of whom are the State General Attorney and the
Supreme Court Chief Justice., The three other members are selected
from among the well-qualified Iranian jurists by Iranian jurists,
Per Article 157 of the Constitution, the Supreme Judicial Council,
which is the highest institution in our judicial system, has the
following functions: establishment of proper organization in the
< Ministry of Justice; preparation of the judicial bills; and third-
ly, employment of religious judges vested in Islamic, theological
and canon law, and their appointment and dismissal and the ..

of the arrangement of all the administrative affairs in accordance .

with the procedures governing the employment of the judges.
Presently there are 44 provincial and criminal courts in twelve

provinces and that 121 courts of first instance in 52 towns exist.

Also, there are other, independent and local courts in 60 towns
and townships. Right now, there are several systems of legal and
judicial system which exist in Iran and I'1l go into detail into
them, ‘

The Special Civil Court: Since a family is considered as a
family unit of an Islamic community, and as rules, laws and
plannings should be made in the direction of promoting family 1life
on the basis of Islamic laws and morality, and the guarding of its
sacred nature, the Revolutionary Council of the Islamic Republic
of Iran ratified the law in 1979 establishing the Special Civil-
Court the Revolutionary Court., From February 1979 on, an Islamic
Revolutionary Tribunal was formed in the central province, the
capital, to deal with the post-... Oor pre-... offences' committed
against the revolution, Per Article 2 of the Revolutionary Tri-
bunal's rules, ratified by the Revolutionary Council in 1979, the
Islamic Revolutionary Courts are competent to deal with the fol--
lowing offences:

1. Murder and massacre,

2e To reinforce the Pahlavi regime and the systematic
military repression of the Iranian people's struggle;
imprisonment and torture of the people per order or
individually according to their own initiatives., '

wh
&
¥

&



a0 a.e 3
. 2
f r

U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE
19 JUI}' e o0 Iran s 00 Page 11

3. Economic crimes = that is, plunder of the community
treasury or misuse of the State's wealth for the bene-
fit of the foreigners, '

L, Conspiracy against the Islamic Republic of Iran through
sabotage, terrorism and espionage for foreign powers.

5 Armed robbery, rape, production and importation of
intoxicating drugs.

Note = all offences other than the foregoing are not within
the jurisdiction of the Islamic Republic and the Islamic revolu-
tionary courts and that they fall within the competence of the jus=-
tice or the military courts. Pursuant to Article L of the same
ratification a revolutionary court is composed of three principal
and two alternate members, The three principal judges are:

(a) a community judge, per recommendation of the Provisionary
Revolutionary and now the Supreme Judicial Council; (b) a judge
from the Ministry of Justice; (c) a trusted personality by the
people who is aware of the Islamic revolution and conditions. Per
Article 17, the revolutionary prosecutor per recommendation of the
Revolutionary Council .and approved by the Imam, According to
Article 31, the revolutionary guards have no right to arrest any
individual without a written authorization of the revolutionary
prosecutor. Without such an authorization they have no right to
enter anybody's household nor can they seize any person's assets.,
Any violation in this regard would result in the guard's dismissal
per prosecutor's order. Should this violation be repeated, the
guard would be apprehended by the revolution court. (Note: .should
the accused be in the employment of£ the army or the armed forces,

.5~ or be the holder of an important political or administrative

position, his summonsor arrest is to be carried out with the

prior approval of a committee on behalf of the revolutionary court
and keeping his superior so informed.,) Should there be a concern
as to the escape of the accused and that he might be of the type
where no negligence or minimum security treatment should be con-
sidered, such individuals, after having been definitely recognized
as such, may be arrested without the prosecutor's authorization.
However, the matter should immediately be communicated to the pro-
secutor. For the purpose of organizational coordination and
consistency of the implementation of the rules, as well as main-
taining their independence from the State Court, the State organi-
zations, it was necessary that the revolutionary court should be
integrated in the Ministry of Justice, and as such, the laws supple-
menting the Ministry of Justice with the revolutionary court was
approved by the Islamic Parliament in 1981.

Military courts: Under Article 172 of the Constitution -~ to
investigate the offences relating to special military or security
duties - of the personnel of the armed forces, gendarmerie,
police and the revolutionary guards corps, military tribunals
shall be held according to the law. As far as ordinary offences
of such personnel where their offences in the capacity of justice
officers are concerned, such offences shall be investigated at

justice court,
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Conditions for the employment of a judge: since most of the
members have this question here I would like to respond to this.
Recently the bill providing the conditions for the employment of
judges has been approved in the Parliament last spring. Pursuant
to this law, a judge is to be just, religious and faithful to the
order of the Islamic Republic. He must be a reputable one and an
authority on the canon law or be appointed by such an autho?ity -
that is, the Supreme Judicial Council. As to the Bar Association,
the continuation of the Bar Association in the old form was no
longer feasible and therefore a new bill was introduced and approved
by the committee for the review of the bills in 1980, The commit-
tee is composed of legal experts, provincial judges and Supreme
Court judges assigned by the High Judicial Council. Thus the inde-
pendence of the Bar Association is secured.

As to the Justice Arbitral Tribunal: The scope of this tri-
" bunal's jurisdiction and competence comparable to the French
"Conseil d'Etat" is foreseen in Article 173 of the Constitution,
According to Article 11 approved by the Parliament and the Council
of the Custodians, this deals with the complaints and protests
against the actions of the government units - be it ministries,
government entities, instrumentalities or agencies, and the revolu-
tionary units, or rules and procedures related to them, as well

as unconstitutionality or misuse_and violation of such; also pro-
cessing complaints and protests as to the courts' awards and
rulings are among such functions, Ministries, governmental .
entities, agencies and instrumentalities as well as their af-
filiates and revolutionary units are obliged to carry out the
Tribunal's rulings where they relate to them. In the event of
failure or non-adherence to the foregoing, such an authority shall
be removed from office and will be subject to legal prosecution,

Per Article 22: Disputes as to the jurisdiction of the ad~
ministrative justice and the ministries of courts, it shall be re-
solved by the Supreme Court, Article 25 stipulates that in the
carrying out Article 170 of the Constitution the administrative
tribunal shall refer to the Council of Custodians any complaints
as to the governmental rules and regulations, Should the Council
render its award as to the non~-legitimacy of any rule or regula-~
tion, the administrative justice will issue a nullification ruling
to such an effect. The state inspectorate organization, on the
basis of Article 174 of the Constitution, on the strength of the
right of judicial power, to control over the satisfactory cir-

s culation of affairs and a sound administration of laws in the
government units, and an organization named "State Inspectorate"
shall be formed under the control of the Supreme Judicial Council.
The Inspectorate has 27 administrative personnel, 32 judicial
personnel and aides, Their activities fall into three areas., I _
don't go into detail in this respect, and I'11 explain the mechanism
as to guaranteeing the individual rights, and I will explain the
Committee on Article 90 in the Constitution,
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Pursuant to Article 90, any person having a complaint as to
the run of affa@;S’and the Majlis - the Parliament - or by the
ex?c?tlve or judicial powers, he can lodge his Complaint in
ertl?g with the Majlis, The Majlis shall consider the complaint
and give adequate reply thereto. If, however, such complaints

-relate to the executive or judicial power, the Majlis shall con-

sider the case and call upon the executive or judicial power to
adequately clarify that., . The Committee on Article 90, which is
gomposed of a few members of Parliament and some legal experts,
in accordance with the law authorizing the direct communication
of the Majlis with the outsideworld and the direct investigation
of Majlis approved in 1980; as to the three powers in Islamic
Republic of Iran and all the bureaus and ministries as well as
foundations and the revolutionary units, they have the right to
enter into direct communication with these and demand explana-
tions in this respect.

There was another question as to the judicial policy - and
the mechanisms as well as their terms of reference. The necessity
for establishment of the judicial police and their separation from
the military police, and training the special "cadres' for this
respect, was felt from the beginning of the revolution. The bill
for establishing judicial police was approved by the Parliament in
1980, and its amendment in five articles was approved last year;
and their duties are as follows: communication of the legal and
judicial documents; implementation of the penal and civil rulings;
judgements; pursuit of the accused; forming and establishing the
introductory files for them; safeguarding their archives; and
affairs related to the coroners office - their identity and also
investigation, The organization for judicial police is a part of
the judicial power and is independent from executive power., The
chief of the judicial police is the deputy to the state prosecutor
and they have their own special uniforms, and they have their own
rankings. In the selection, training and-their award we pay atten-
tion to two important elements of faith and moral cleanliness, as
well as order and discipline in their work. It may be very tiring
if I go into detail in explaining the judicial police organization
any further, ' '

I would like a small explanation as to the Iranian prisons and
the recent changes that have been effected in regard to the laws
and implementation of those laws vis-a=-vis the prisons. In ac-
cordance with the law giving the affairs of the prisons to the '
Minister of Justice, approved in 1979 by the Council of R?volut?on,
the organization of all the state prisons and the industrial units
as well as agricultural ones related to these prisons are all given
to the Minister of Justice. In its supplementary bill to this }aw
approved in 1980, it was ordained that the Min?ster of Justice in
forming a Council composed of one judge, a police officer and one
political prisoner belonging to the old regime; and thg members of
this council are elected by the Supreme Judicial Council and they
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function under the supervision of the state prosecutor: What

they have achieved so far are the following: preparation of laws;
preparation of procedures and operating manuals.for the prisops!

as well as other institutions related to the prisons; and tralnlpg;
preparation of the statutes for the Associations for the Protection
of the Prisoners which was approved last year (four months ago ] A
actually). It was approved by the Supreme Judicial Counc?l,.whl?h,
according to Article 1 of that Association, such an assoclat19n is
composed of a certain jurist and other members of the prison‘ln.
relation to each prison., According to Article 3, this assoc1a?10n
is supposed to help the families of the prisoners, re-institu?lon
of their personality and integrity, their reformation and their
guidance, aiding them in learning a craft, aiding them in f%nding

a job after release from the prison by giving them either fln?nclal
aid or providing them with a new opportunity, in aiding them in
improving their health and other aspects, encouragement of artistic
and cultural activities, sports, crafts and educational activities,
creating units for self-aid, a reformation centre for the children =
juveniles, centres for the supervision of the juveniles after re-
lease as well as other schools to train such juveniles. These pro=-
cedures were approved four months ago. The procedures for the pro-
tection of the prisoners which was approved in 1981, approved by
the Supreme Judicial Council and in its Article 12 they ordained
that the social workers are obliged to provide for the families
of the prisoners which are under the protection cover of this
Association; that the Association should provide separate files:
and these social workers' files should include the specifications
and all the aspects of the family l1life of the prisoner, number of
his family household, report as to the regular visits of the house-
hold of the prisoners and the actions taken toward improving their
lot and guidance of the prisoner, These all must be prepared and
submitted. In the budget law dated 1981 adequate budget, in ac~
cordance with Article 35, was set aside and put at the disposition
of the Supreme Judicial Council in order to implement all these
projects. Other activities which have been effected in this regard
include a procedure as to the violations of the prisoner guards,
preparation of a statute related to the cooperative of the prisoners
in the capital and the industries related to them, a procedure for
taking care of their families, health insurance of the prisoners,

as well as implementation of religious ceremonies should it be
requested by the prisoners. The occupation of the prisoners as

well as the open prisons - we have two examples in this regard:

one is the prison called "Qawzahesar" where some of the prisoners
are constantly working on agricultural projects and farming, and

the other group would be occupied in learning industrial activities,
both of which are being conducted in a free atmosphere; moreover,
many of the industrial units where the prisoners are working there
Yoluptarily and where they receive their salaries, One of these
1n§t1tutions is occupied with the training and educating the
children of the prisoners which according to a law passed last year
all aspects foreseen in order to prevent that such offences be
repeated; and that in the Islamic penal code = this story has been
reported from the Prophet - that the pPenal responsibility has been
removed from three groups: the youngster until the age of maturity -
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that's the first group; and those who don't have mental capacity -
th? mad ones, the crazy ones; and the one who is sick. The foreo-
going was in response to questions as to whether or not children
and juveniles would be prosecuted, |

As to the clemency for the prisoners: a procedure has been
prepared ‘in this regard by, the Parliament the last of which was
ratified in 1981 and that a committee has been formed composed of
"the president of this Association for the Protection of Prisoners,
the chief legal officer of the Ministry of Justice, the Teheran
prosecutors, Identity Bureau's chief, and also a judge selected
by the Supreme Court of Iran.- This committee reviews the recom-
mendation for clemency and, according to Paragraph 1 of Article 3,
the implementation of an execution, should there be a request for
clemency by the accused, the acceptance of such a request or re-
jJection of it would be communicated to the prisoner within 15 days,
and until the response from this Commission, the execution will
be delayed.

The collection of the penal codes, to which many of the dis-
tinguished members have made queries here: I must inform you that

during the past two months several important bills have been passed

by the Supreme Judicial Council, including more than 2,800 articles,
and they have been given to the Parliament so that it would be
reviewed, studied and approved, And they would be divided into

six parts: one is the legal affairs, the civil law procedures,

the penal law procedures, and the general punishment laws, the
improvement of some of the commercial codes, and the registration
laws, The details of all these articles may become very tiring,
especially when the translation is being made, I really deleted

~a great deal because they could not be easily translated here.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of the Committee: the
fact that you listened to us with patience - I would like Fo thank
you very sincerely, and we hope that in the first.opportgnlty that
we may have to prepare the complete report for this Committee and
present it here, And we hope that the distinguisped mgmbers of the
Human Rights Committee in their judgement and arbitrations and

" even in quoting would rely on the documents and proofs, Otherwise

the repetition and quoting of rumours and accusations not only )
will not solve any problems, but our Muslim people and oth?r Muslim
people of the world would become pessimis?ic t?wards certain
phcnomenas. We do hope that in future, which will be Fhe recon-
structing part of our country, we hope that during this period we
will attain a more complete objective and that the problems be.
removed and solved and that there will be no place f?r allegations
and rumours which are foundless and which may be derived from our
enemies. Once again, I would sincerely appreciate your presence

here and I thank you.
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Iran (Interpretation from Farsi): (Mr. Khosroshahi)

In the Name of God.

Our Tunisian friend remarked as to wh?t kind of aid Ira?
has given to Lebanon and Palestine. I don t know whether this
was among the duties of this Committee to_be brought up - the
gentlemen here must be better aware of this. It is natural that
when such an issue is brought up I am forced to bring up such a v
question and pose it at him. Therefore, it was f?rst ?rought up
to the gentleman and it was from you this came. ©He. said as'to
why instead of fighting another Islamic governme?t, why ?on t Xou
instead go and help Palestine? VWell, it's very interesting. Vhy
did you not pose this question during the past 22 months wh?n'
our country was invaded by the Baathists? VWhy, after ten 01?1es
of ours were completely destroyed and ruined, and that 300 villages
in Kurdistan were completely razed, where in all these villages
the population consisted of Arab populations - why did you not
pose this question then? Now, that we are after our own rights,
you think of Muslims and the Muslim brotherhood? If the Tunisian
government has taken a step in this direction and we are not aware
of (it) - we are very grateful and this is their Islamic duty to
extend such an aid, and that they could not expect anybody to be
indebted to them., In:fact and in action we observe that Baghdad
and the Shah united together in Algiers. They signed a treaty;
but, after the Iranian victory of the revolution, when Shah and
America left Iran, then Iraq nullified and abrogated one-sidedly,
unilaterally such a treaty, and then attacked us by ground, air
and sea, It is our Islamic duty to defend our own country; there-
fore, it is surprising that he asks = after 22 months he asks =-
why two Islamic countries are fighting each other. It would have
been better if he would have posed this question to Baghdad. The
distinguished delegate from Canada stated that we have attacked
some of the members here., Our intention was attacking nobody;
but, the point is that the discussion and what is wrote up here
is different from introducing an indictment. I sit, for instance,
for two hours with Imam Khomeini to discuss a theological point,
and nobody is hurt, because this is the specification of us =
we students of theology - to discuss, to talk, However, our
problem here is that we have been invited here for talks, but
instead of talking all the rumours and the lies belonging to our
enemies are brought up here. That BBC, Guardian and other
imperialistic sources quote the gentlemen from Jordan, and they
attack us and they say that the Iranians are being tried. So if
the tone of the questions from the gentlemen from Canada and
Jordan had assumed the character of a discussion it would not have
been logical that the imperialistic sources would take advantage
of this, We notice here that the question as to the Baha'is are
raised here by five different people. Vhy are you wasting our
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time and their own time? One question is raised
Is this committee not a one committee, not a unit

Ot

repetition of such qQuestions would give us such a
there might be a conspiracy,

by one person,
ed one? The
suspicion that

Noreover, we observed that at night the BBC on th
morning, the Guardian and the French papers and the Am
are reporting that Iran is under the international pre
result of such pressure has come to this Committee. We go to
nowhere under any international pressure. Ve felt that out of re-
Spect for the human rights to present our short report, but unfor-
tunately we did not understand that the meeting was not for a
talk, for a dialogue., Some friends said that they have fought
against the regime of the Shah; well, this was their duty as a

human being and nobody should be indebted to them, Of course, we
are very grateful to them,

e following

We hope that in our massive report the important legal

issues which have been referred to by the Canadian and the Jor-
danian members will be responded to. However, it is interesting
that the gentleman from Canada says that "we obtain the informa-
tion from any source whatsoever', Apparently this from the Come
mittee's point of view may not be correct that the gentlemen who
are jurists, who are legal experts, who are independent and impar-
tial should .obtain the information from Iran and from bona fide
sources, Now, that you think the second part of our report was
interesting to you, well, we're very glad; but certainly the first

part of my submission will be much more interesting for my own
nation,

Our Iraqi friend to which T purposely did not respond to his
question so that it would not be interpreted as anything special
or particular - he says that he is not representing his govern-
ment - and everybody would claim such., And we do hope that this
is a fact, The gentleman states that. Iraq had announced a cease-
fire - a. few times they have done that <-and that Iran did not
accept this, Well, this is a very interesting human.rlghtsfhere.
Iraq has attacked us; had sent hundred thousand soldiers into

Iran, 45,000 of which are prisoners of war here in Iran. Tens of

thousands have been massacred, mostly are among Arabs, Arab popula-

tion. Two million people have been displaced, homeless; th?y have
destroyed their cities, their towns and then from the position of
power they want us to cease fire, Hitle? had the same hopes agd
aspirations., We just defended our own rights. WWe threw out the

enemy, And we're not at all glad that even one Iraqi soldier should

i because they are human beings and they;vere Muslims,
gsx:vzifdfrim Qur'an'z point of view and pfrspectlye, whqevgrt 11
attacks us we respond, and we defend, Qur'an ordalns us an ells
us that if someone attacks you we should coupter-attack him, We
are not such that if we are slapped on the right part of our face

erican papers
Ssure and as a
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ace toward the left so that another slap is done to
32 :ﬁgntagz is the teaching of Qur'an, The gentleman states that
Iran is in Iraq right now. Yes, this is the fact and this must be
so., If we give a medal of honour to the aggressor then tom?rrow
he'll repeat his aggression again. The lgade?s of the Iraqgi '
regime must in an international court of justice respond Fo ?hls
aggression and to this massacre. They mustspgy the 150 billion
dollars price of reparation. This is not loglca} ?hat an enemy
attacks us, inflicts damages on us, undefended C}t1e§ be bombarded,
kill five hundred people and that we should remain silent, Our
cities like Khoramshahr, Hamadan, ... y» have been all bombarded by
far away cannons and then you'll expect us to Just look because
they have announced cease-fire,

As to the fact that the way to the liberation of Jerusalem
is through Baghdad: there is no doubt, During the Past 15 years
could Iraq tell us: what bullet have they fired against Israel?
However the ll-meters rockets have been fired against us and'the
ruins are there and the gentleman can come and observe for himself
the results in Iran, ‘

Iraq had accepted Abunezar who was condemned to death = the
Abunezar Palestinians. The help they have offered to the Pales-
tinian Liberation Organization probably are of this kind., It was ;
stated that the Iraqi government has documents proving that Israelqi
has extended assistance to Iran. VWhy don't they publish it then?
However, when the atomic centre of Baghdad - the nuclear centre of
Baghdad ~ was bombarded and was destroyed, why nobody was informed?
Where were the Iraqi planes? Was it not a calculated conspiracy
already approved between the Iragis and the Israelis? VWere the
Iraqi radars sleeping? I don't think that this is a political
meeting here, and I'm very sorry that such questions have been
brought up by my friends here to which I have to respond, However,
if the meeting were political and that I had brought the necessary

documents and proofs from Iran, then the traitors to the Arabs
would have been known here,

Anyway, the fact that the gentlemen have listened to me again,
I do thank them sincerely and I hope as they have stated to remain
impartial and independent and that not to assume a position in this
Committee which would demonstrate that they are the representatives
of their governments. Such confrontation would result in the fact
that the trusts of the nations would be destroyed about this Com=-
mittee. The gentlemen are much better aware than myself as to the
articles related to this Committee and I hope that they will be
faithful to all those articles and procedures so that, in a free
climate, we could sit and have our dialogue., If the duty of this
Committee would be related to bringing up political questions and
disputes between countries here, in that case however we are quite
prepared; however, we would ask you sincerely to let us know before-
hand so that we would be S0 prepared., Thank you very much, sir,
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