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: By Grant Harden

. Religion Writer

. On June 18, lslsmxc fuﬁdamen-
*“{alibts in the southern Iran city of
. .SWiraz hanged Tahirih Siyavashi,

the sister of Sunnyvake industrial
- engiheet Farrokh Arjomandi.

Nine other Bahai women also -
were hanged in the town that day. -

“Two days before, her husband,
Jamsheed, and five other Bahai
men had beern marched before
firing squads and shot to death.

The 16 were executed late at

night without warning. without

trial.

The executions have generated
anxiety among the Bay Area’s
community of about 2,000 Bahais
.who have watched 'the purge
escalate from kilMngs of top
Bahai leaders to members

charged simply with teaching the

* {aith to their children.

- About 500 Bahais live in Santa

-Clara County. -

. *I .am not grieving.” said

* Arjomandi, whe said that he fifst’ -

Jearned of his ‘sister’s fate June
20. “She could have saved her life
easily by rfigantmg her faith, by
erhbractng .

", “She knew what she was damg
She made the ultirnate sacrifice
. for the love of Baha Ullah,”

- the prophet of the Bahai faith, he_

. said. That is “not unlike the deci-
.sions early Chnstxans mattyrs

-of their Bahai activities,”

| and hrothéf-miéi# are slain
|in Iraman purge of Bahals

' ‘All of the vmtuns

.awere’ well—

' known Bahais

imprisoned solely
because of their

'Bahai activities.

— Farrokh Arjomandi,
Sunnyvale engineer

had to-make, to accept Caesar as
Lord or die.”

- A memorial service will be
held for the two and for other
Bahais executed in Iran at 1 p.m.
July 9 at the San Jese Main

.Library.-180 W. San Carlos St.

‘Bahais have been persecuted in

'Iran since their sect began there

duting the 19th century, but never
worse than new.
. Shiite Moslems, Iran’s domi-

nant religious sect, always have °

looked upon Bahais as dangerous

‘heretics.

. “All of the victims oi the latest
executlons were well-known
.Bahais i d solely b

vemmentx Iran'denies -
he religious - pérsegution  of
“Bahais. But the:Dnited Nations-

from vanous o

. have been killed, tortured,” ki

‘napped and raped, and their prop-
“erty destroyed ‘or “taken from’
them. - . Ex

_“Tahirih 'and-hernsband were
~arrested four ‘fnonths ago.'Four,
times following their arrests. they:.
were taken to a local mesgue in
Shiraz-and ordered to curse Baha
Ullah and recant their ialth *
Arjomandi said.

Their -crime: Leachmg Bahal
children about the Bahaj faith.. -

“'She loved her country.”
Arjomandi said of his sister, a
nurse. “She had a chance to eome
to the United States but refused.
She was very serious abont her
religion. Had been since shewas a
young girl. Unlike the rest of us, .
she @id hot waste her time on
movies or.on other frivelous

tual freedom and equahty for
Lhmgs but sm her ‘spare time

women. For:more than a century,
they.alo. have ‘called for. estah.”

sald
Arjomandi, the énly Santa Clara
Valley Bahai known to have lest a

klose ¥elative .in the Iraxuan
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