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LIZ THURGOOD reports from Mahabad, once capital of the republic ot‘ Mahabad, on the Kurdish aspect of the Ilaman revolution

The defiant Kurds with a vision of an unpromlsed land

IRAN %

IRAN'S

XURDS,
TETIMge "OTMTe  political
upheaval and accompanying
weakness of central govern-
ment, are pushing ahead with
a centuries old ream :
autonomy.

taking

With  the local armed
forces already neutralised.

Kurds, it 'was the tu
a0

the rebels are secking
outright control of the police
and gendarmerie along with
an_uliimate say in their own
economic and political
affairs.

“The government {hinks
‘we are simple minded”, said
a spokesman for the Kurds,

‘¢ want the right to=seewe
our own problems, we want
autonomy and frecdom.”

The Iranian Gnvemment
appears == Cid about
whether to use lhe carmt or
stick against the rebel Xurds,

First, a senior
team was sent to investigate
and then, according fo the
rn of the

military which sent
Phantom F4 jet

fighters 1o _menace stores of
Kurdish vxllages and__towns
days.  Neitkes

—1 r
nppmach scems to have suce

ceeds

But the Iranian Kurds are

key, and \hn Soviet Union.
Given the traditional Kurdish
desire to_ reestablis]

lost homeland, all four gov-
ernments will be carefully
watching Teheran’s handling
of what_is potentially a new
Middle Eastern trouble spot.

The pulse of Iran’s several
million Kurds =mesy bealy
hardest imswhabad, a_small
town at the heart of Kurd
tan not far from th
werder, Here, the woemen siill
wear  their  embroidered
skirls of flaming red
bright green. The chadour,
the unﬂattcrmg black veil of
Islam, is rarely seen and
maost do not speak a word of
Persian,

In Kurdistan,
—

the Kurds
—
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maintain law and order —
not the armed Islamic guards
of the Asatollah Khomeini,
who patrol the streels and
contro) traffic throughout the
rest of Iran. \Né!mn the l!{’\g‘él;
£pea. rdistan,
not mcan sivembssde province
shown on every central gov-
ernment map, but an_ 85,000
syuare mile chunk of terri-
tory runmng from Lake Re-
zaieh in the north to Elem in
1he south and across through
Khorramabad and Masjed-e-
Scleiman in the south.
Thirty-1wo years after
the short lived republic of
Mahabad was declared, the

Iranian Kurds are once again
ey, 4 f

orts of preten-
\Lpalahsm are
Sheikn Exze-
the Moslem

sions 1o
denied.
dine Hosseini,

their problem might in-
volve Iran’s “ other nationali-
ties,” = t 50 per cent of
Irans 35 mA"ll’)“ people are
=Dersian and already

1I|ere have been sporadic, bu!
unconfirmed, reports of un
resi among the Baluchis in
east Jran and the Arabs in
the sew.

If the Sheikh is to be
taken seriously, the Kurds
are still hoping, that thessess
emment is open to a compro-
mise that would involve a

lah Khomeini as leader cf

s revolution, but calls
mr=eself-determination " anil
names the 57-year-old Sheikh
as the only man authorised
1o negotiate on Kurdistan's
bel h —

a week has passed
slnee the declaration was
handed to the Government
and still the Kurds are wait
ing. “We have=ses no dead-
line,” says Lhe Sheikh. *“We
have tried 1o get in touch
with the Government, but the
ines

The Kurds have defined
their “wmiewum”demands in
n declaration presented last
week {0 the government's in-
vn:.hgmcn team. The declar-
ation, drawn up by
Hurdish elders and *edu-
ten” at a specially
gonvened Kurdish Rew]u
10:

leader who has recently

emerged as the

for Kurdistan, says: Solving
—

na: ng
'\Iahabad recognises A)atol-

are always
engaged.

“It would be contrary fo
the government’s cl s o
‘being he
added ‘what
action he planned if the Kur-
dish demands were _tumess
wewn by Tehran. “We are
prepared to wa!

The Kurds have noted that
reportmmpdmmscparatism  have

diminished  since ~ General
Pezeshpour, 2 Shah appoin-
tee, was fiown to Tehran.
The general was wounded
during the caplure of the
Mahabad base.

The Kurds are not entireiy
happy =wetie the outcome of
In.nx Revclution. The major-

ul Moslems com-
uareu with the rest of Iran
which is _mostly Shi'itew=m
sect of Islam. and man
Kurds privately fear that the
wwmeilahs in  Qom and

Tehran will pursue similar
palicies to those of the Shah.

Already. television and

radio broadcasting has sur-

0,
Kurd who runs the Rezaiel:
ision station, the one
and a half hours of Kurdish
language radio broal
allowed hefore the revolition
has been dropped.
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