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November 15, 2011
Thelran Human Rights Documentation Center Welcomes Gissou Nia as Executive Director

NEW HAVEN, Conn. —The Iran Human Rights Documentation Center (IHROXCpleased to announce |
appointment of Gissou Nia as its new Executive @oe

According to Elizabeth T. Gray Jr., Chair of IHRR@oard of Directors, “We are immensely pleased s
Nia is coming back to IHRDC as its Executive Direct Her extensive experience in international crim
justice, and her deep knowledge of human rightseissn Iran and the greater Middle East, will haspbuild or
our past work and move us into a phasincreased partnership with key institutional actansl individuals ir
the Iranian community and globallyHer interdisciplinary skills will be a great assetleading IHRDC ir
continuing to monitor the human rights situatioriram during a time of snificant regional development

Ms. Nia rejoins IHRDC from her recent posting otrial team at the International Criminal Court (IC@ The
Hague, The Netherlands. Prior to that, she wasgall&nalyst at IHRDC and led field investigatiomsTurkey
and Europe to collect documentation and intervi&®+Lsurvivors of human rights abuses perpetratethe
Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI). Ms. Nia producedngprehensive repoi on human rights violations of the rigt
of women and ethnic and religious rorities in Iran. She also advised governmental regibnal bodies, polic
makers, and nogevernmental organizations on the human right&gdn in Iran and the larger regi

Prior to her tenure at IHRDC, Ms. Nia worked on wames trials at the ternational Criminal Tribunal for tr
former Yugoslavia (ICTY) where she represented argovernment ministers from Bosnia and Kosovorg-
trial, trial, and appellate proceedings. In hertpatsthe ICTY, Ms. Nia conducted field investigai$oin the
former Yugoslavia, and specialized in the doctrioéjoint criminal enterprise and command responsib
liability. Most recently, Ms. Nia assisted in proceedingshat Ihternational Criminal Court (ICC) related
allegations of crimes against humagnibmmitted during the 2007/2008 post electionanak in the Republic «
Kenya.

Ms. Nia completed her undergraduate studies irtipalliscience at the University of Califorr— Los Angeles
and received her law degree from Rutgers Unive— Camden School of LawShe continues to lecture a
publish widely on developments in internationalngnal justice at the ICTY, ICC and other internatt
criminal tribunals, as well as the rule of law insp conflict and transitional societies, and thenan rights
situation in Iran.

IHRDC is a nonprofit organization based in New Hav€onnecticut that was founded in 2004 by a grol
human rights scholars, activists, and historiats. staff of human rights lawyers and researcheoslyme
comprehensivand detailed reports on the human rights situatidran since the 1979 revolution. The Cent
goal is to encourage an informed dialogue amonglach and the general public in both Iran and abrdde
human rights reports and a database of docts relating to human rights in Iran are availableh® public for
research and educational purposes on the Centebsite www.iranhrdc.org
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