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VCICE OF AMERICA EDITORIAL

Transcription of recording from news program "Report to the
Americas", 14 July 1983, 7:50 P.M. Costa Rican Time

The execution several weeks ago of 16 members of the Baha'i
Faith in Iran was a blow to one of the most fundamental of
human rights: Freedom of Religion. It was a particular tragedy

far one Baha'i who now lives in the United States. Said Eshrali,

now a resident of Texas, learned that one of those hanged by

the Iranian authorities was his father who had stedfastly refused
to renounce his religious beliefs., Just one day later Mr.
Eshrali learned by phone that his mother and 21 year old sister
had also been hanged for clinging to their religious faith.

Since the Iranian revolution in 1979 more than 150 Baha'is

are known to have been executed. Their crime is their religion,
which the Shi'ite Moslem clergy who rule Iran consider heretical.
The persecution of the Baha'is has been condemned by various
agencies of the United Nationes and by a number of world leaders
including President Reagan, but the executions still go on.

The leader of the Iranian religious hierarchy, Ayatollah Khomeini,
has reportedly tried to lay the blame for the latest wave of
killings on the United States. His argument, if ‘you can call

it that, is that Mr. Reagan's appeal in lay for Iran to spare
the lives of the Baha'i adherents is proof that they are spies.
In today's Iran that may pass for logic. Elsewere it is readily
identifiable either as evidence of irrationality or as ‘the

tendency of cppressors everywere to blame their actions on

someone else. Baha'is in the United States held memorial services

last Saturday for their co-religionists in Iran who have been
ekeéutgd. Far Said Eshrali whose parents and sister were killed
recéntl; L. was & cpeciel dey of arief. But this MMemorisal

Day should have meaning for the rest of us as well. It should
serve as a reminder that mankind is still capable of the ugly
passions that lead scme men to murcer others simply because
of their religious »eliefs,

That was a VOAR editorial reflecting the views of the United

states Government.
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Trancscript of rescording from VOICE OF AMZRICA, Mey 25;.1983,-7:50 pm
ees..5pare these lives. ‘s President Reagcn pointed out the cordemned
ren have not plotted the overthrovw of Iran's government and are not
respondible for the decths of anyone. In fact they have coumitted no |
offense other than to follow in their private lives the Faith of their
Cod. They are not by eny means the only loyal Iranians whom Iran's
rulers have persecuted on the grounds of their beliefs. liembers of
minority Islsmic sects, Christians 2nd Jews kave all bezen the subjects
of the “yatollah's erratic violence. But the 19 men facin_ execution- .
renresent a Frith that has been singled out with swneciel v=hgence. e . ’
Th;y are Bsh&'is. 1lore then 300,000 32hfi'{s live in Iran. They e=chew g
nolitics and are bound by their rcligion #nd their loyzlty to otey pc“peably
their countries laws. But the Khomeini govzrnment haes attacked the
Bakf'is none the less, perhaps bsczuse it represents a commitmeznt to
indivicdusl conscience that is intolerzble to a totaliterizn rezine.
T™he current ruleré of Iran have forced Behd'is out of their jobs and
2xclufed thzir chkildren from school; their property is cdestroyed end
confisczt=d. 3Sut the regimes resl tactic to exterminate the Bahi
zith is to attack its religious lerders. Zfter Khomeini assumed power
zovernment arrested the members of the Bzh&i'i's National Religious
embly. They have not b~en seen since. The members of the next Bzha'i |
cenbly were also zrrested. Thkis time their exrecutions were announced |
rublic. Ctker Bzohi'{s who were active in their Fzith have fallen
victir to the regime. %11 told at least 150 Bzh&'is have been killed &nd
the regime is very clear zbout why. The Irenisn judse Hojatollz-Islzm
Ib? 2i who sentenced ‘the concdemned men said in an interview, we zuote,
"iny activities cn the part of the 3zh&'is are against the con'tltutlrn
rnd electicn of their essem’lies, thel” comnmittees, fiests," etc. £re
21l crimes, 3efors it is to lz%fe'", he continued, "the Bahi' should
recrnt 2a2hd'Iem." 3But it is not to late to ston the pers cuticn and
1’1111_4- of nore blzmeless ren. Iran joinad e corsensus of the UN Cenersl
‘sserbly in 1081 thet comdemned relizious irtolerance and descriminetion.
e hore that Iran's fulers will horor the spirit of that resolution

today.
Thzt was & V0% editorizl reflecfing the vieus of the United Siates
Governnent. o
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Trznscrint of recordin: from VCICT OF fN®RICA, Kay 28, 1983, 9:55 Fl:

Irznizan lezder “y=tollzh Khoreini szys the Bahi'i sect in Irsn is an .
‘mericen brcked 2oliticzl narty za2nd rot a religious gsroup. Tekran radio
says the “yatoll=ah told a _r-up of Irsnian officiéls tha* "mericzn supzort
for the 3:zhé&'is is :roof that they sre spies for the United Otates.
Iresidant Reagrn rzcently z»npealed for the lives of 22 mernbers of the

sect sentenced to death in Iran.




