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25. lr, KNIGHT (Bzho'i International Community) said that he wished to report on
the dicappearance of 14 nrominent members of the Baha'i Community in Iran. Three

of them rhad been kidnapped betvesern MHay 1979 and Januery 19€0 and the other 11,
including zll 9 zmembers of the Ni:tional Adminisirative Council of the Baha'is of
Iran, had been arrested bty revclutionary guards in Auzust 1980. The families of the
perzons who had disanpeared had made every effort to locate their relatives, but
their appeals had gone uniiezded. He therefore took the opwortunity afforded by the
discussion to request ihe Ircnian Government once arain to thrcir some light on the
fate oi thesge dizar ed personz. The Working Group had already been provided with
details of the liidnappings,

summary ol the situation.
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26. Since the revclution, prominent Paha'is in many parts of Iran had been arrested
and, in some cases, <xecuted as part of a continuing and systematic campaign to
demorzlize, paraly;e and ultimately eradicaie the Iranian Baha'i Community. Although
Iran's 200,0C0 Baha'is were indigenrous Iranians and constituted the largest

religious minority in the countiry, the new Constitution, vhkich recognized the

smaller Christian, Jewish end Zoroastrian minorities, did not recosnize them, so

that they were outside the protection of the lav. Those who wished to perpetrate
attacks on Daha'is and their properiy could therefore do so with virtuzl impunity.
Since the inception of the Bzha'i faith in Iren in 1844, the Baha'is had been
frequently persecuted in that country. During the Pahlavi régzime (1921—1919),
discrimirziory legislation had been enacted which had deprived the Baha'is of many
tazic rights and freedomz. Since the revolution the persecutionz had been resumed
with eiven more intencity. The enemies of the Baka'i faith vere conducting a campaign
of vilification againct the Baha'in, vho vere accused of supporting the former Shah,
of being agents of Savak, opponents of Islam, spies for Israel, moral degenerates,
and enemies of the Iranian Government and people, all of which accusation:z were
totally unfounded. The Iranian Daha'is, in common with Bahe'is the world over, wers
obliged to siiov loyalty and obedience to the Governmeni of the country in vhich they
lived, and <o refrain from involvement in politics or any subverazive activity.

They were committed to the highest siandards of morality and rectitude in their
public end private livec., Ir addition, they believed that the essential spiritual
unity of all markind was expressed through -all tiie great religions - including

Islam - which they regarded as divins in origin and vhoce founders they honoured and
revered. Those facts lhad repeatedly been presented to the Iranian authorities,
together with evidence thai the Irarian Beaha'is had sieadfastly upheld those
fundamental principlec, of their fzitiy, but all cuch representations and appeals Tor
Justice and fair treaiment had gone unhceded.



