CUNITED NATIONS

ECONOMIC
AND

SOCIAL COUNCIL

S

Distr.

- GENERAL

E/CH.4/SR.1633
16 March 1981

Original: INGLISH

1%
Y5t
oo“coﬁ"“’v .
e

SUIMARY RECORD OF THE 1633rd MEETING

held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
~ on Monday, 9 March 1981, at 8 p.m.

Chairman:

( COMMISSION CON HUMAN RIGHTS

Thir¢y—seventh4sessibn

Mr, CALERU RODRIGUEZ

CONTENTS

(Brazil)

Question of the violation of human rigﬁts and fundamental freedoms in any part of the
world, with particular reference to colonial and other dependent countries and

tervitories (continued)

- BP00038]




Tﬁ{ p—— g - S —
. bt
'

COMPOSITE ' . | | |
FACSIMILE _ E/CN .4/sR. 1633
’ page 5

15. Mr. AFSAR (Qbsexver for Ixan\ ronlj F” to references made carller in the
discussion to the situation of the Baha'is in Iran, said he wished to correct
the statement that there were more than 300,000 Baha'is in Iran: in fact, their
number was much less. As he had previously stated, the rights of religious
minorities in Iran were enshrined in the Canstivution, which not only recognized
their freedom to practice and teach their religion as they pleased but also
imposed on. Iranian Muslims the duty of tolerance towards non—Musllms and respect
for their human 11ghts. '

16. Mlnorltles in Iran possessed the same rlghts as the maJorlty, provided that
they respected the interests of the country. -~ At the 1631st meeting, the Observer
for the-Baha'i International Communlty had alleged that Baha'is. were subject to
arbitrary arrest, summary executions -and abductions. The Iranian delegation
categorlcally denied those allegatlons. :

17. As hlS delegatlon had already stated, no one in Iran was subjected to
discrimination on account.of his opinions or social origin. Detentions could only
take place by order of the legally constltuted courts, which were based on Islamic
prlnclples of.mercy. o



