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Recommends Measures for United Nations Assistance
In Resolving Human Rights Situations in El Salvador and Afghanistan

(Received from the United Nations Information Service, Geneva.)

The Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discriminaticn and Protection of
Minorities, at a meeting in Geneva on Wednesday (9 September), said it was
convinced that the persecution of the Baha'i community in Iran was motivated
by religious intolerence and desire tc eliminate the Baha'i faith, and
recommended measures to ensure further review by the United Nations of the
“perilcus situation" facing this. religious community.

The Sub-Commission took this action after it had heard at its current
session statements which, it said, clearly demonstrated "the systematic
persecution of the Baha'i in Iram, including arrests, torture, Leatings,
executicns, murders, kidnappings, d1sappcarances, abauctions and many other

" forms of harassment..

It drew the attention of its parent body, the Commission on Human Rights,
to this problem. And it requested Secretary-Genecral Kurt Waldheim to sutmit
all relevant information on the matter to the next se051on cf the Ccmmission
to be held in February 1982.

In seven resoluticns adopted at two meetings, the Sub-Commission also
approved measures and rccommendations for United Naticns action to assist in

the resolution of the human rights situations in Israeli-occupied Arab
territories, El Salvacdor and Afghanistan.

‘"It approved arrangements for continueé¢ work on its study on
discriminatory treatment in the administration of justice, and on the updating
of its report on transnaticnal corporatlons and other organlzat1ons assisting
the colonial and facist regime 1n South Africa.

It took the first step towards reactivation of its consideration of the

question of the right of everyone to leave any c0untry, including his own, anci
te return to his country.
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It hcard a progress report on a study which it has rcquested on the
status of the individual and contcmporary internaticnal law. It Legan
consiceration of a draft resolution on the cstal:lishment of the ‘post of a

- United Natiops Human Rights Commissioncr. It received an amendment to this

draft, proposing that gonsideration of this questlon he postponed to its next
scss1on.,

Action on Baha'’i in Iran

The resolution on the Baha'i in Iran was sponscred Ly the experts from
Norway, Ghana, Francc, Mexicc, India, Zambia, Costa Rica, Pzanama, Unitcd
Kingdom, Ethiopia and Peru, and was adoptcd by 1Y votes in favour to none
against, with 5 abstentions.

In thc text as -adopted, the Sub-Commission also expresscd its “'profound
concern” for the perilous situation facing this rcligious community. It
cxprcsscd concern that the Government of Iran appcarcd to have ignored all
previous arproachcs made on thclr bchalf.

It cxprcsscd its appreciation for the cfforts already made by the
Sccrctary~General on their behalf, and urged him to continuc his cfforts to
persuade the Iranian Government to prevent further attacks on the Baha'i
community and to grant them relzglous freedom.

Actxon on Islaell-Occupxcd Arab Tcrrxtorles

The resolution on the human rights situation in Isracli-cccupicd Aral:
territorics was sponscred by the experts from Pakistan, Bangladcsh, Ghana,
Egypt, India, Zambia, Sucan, Sovict Union, United Kingdom, Morocco, Romania,
Nigeria, Yugoslavia anc Ethiopia. It was adopted by 20 votes in favour to 1

B agalnst with 4 abstcntxons.

In thzs dtaft, the Sub-Comm1331on recalled United Nations tcsolutlons on
the subject, and'dcplorcd the rcfusal of the Isracli authoritics to abide by

theni.
It recommenced that the Commission on Human Rights take a numlter of

actions, inclucing in particular thec rccommendation that the Commission:

- 'Reéffirm the inalicnable right of the Palestinian pecple to

- gelf-determination without cxternal interference and the establishment of a

fully 1ndcpcndcnt and sovcrexgn statc ‘in Palestinc;

-~  Reaffirm thc Lnalxcnablc right of the Palestinians to return to
thecir home and propcrty, from which thecy have been displaced and uprooted, and
call for thexr rcturn in the cxcrcxae of thcxr rvight to self-determination;

- Rcaffxrm the prxncxplc of thc 1nadm1ss1b111ty of the acquisition of
texritory by force and urge the Israeli authorities to withdraw from all the
occupied Arab territorics, including the Holy City of Jcrusalcm, an¢ to stop
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